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Frederic was now upon the point of taking the 
field, and thereby anticipating the designs of his ene- 
mies ; being of opinion, as he wrote himself to the 
King of England, that it was more prudent ^<et;emrtf 
gtutm pnBveniri*^ Before, however, he did so, he 
published at Berlin ^A Declaration of the motives 
which have obliged his majesty the King of Prussia 
to prevent the designs of the court of Vienna.** In 
this document Frederic inveighed against the ambi- 
tion of the empress-queen, and dwelt much upon her 
secret desig[ns against the independence qf the princes 
of the empire. He also declared that the Uberties 
of the Germanic body should only be buried in th^ 
same grave with Prussia ; and concluded by calling 

* Menoln ^ Boraee Wslpole Esrl of OrOM« 
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Heaven to witness, that having sought for peace in 
vain by everv means in his power, he was at length 
forced to take up arms in order to dissipate a con* 
spiracy which had been formed against his posses- 
sions' and lw4;rawii.* 

One evening at a great supper theKmg of Prussia 
whispered to Mitchell, the English minister at Berlin, 
that he wished him to come to lum at three o'clock 
on the following morning. When he arrived he car- 
ried him to hf» camp, and told him- tfiat there were 
in it a hundred thousand men setting out at that in- 
stant they knew not whither ; and bade him write to 
his master that he was going to defend his majesty's 
dominions and his own.f At the same time he or- 
dered his envoy at tbe covvt of Dresden to demand 
a passage for the Prussian troops, which were on 
"teif marek tovnwds Bohemia, throiOgh tbe^lectoia^e 
. pf Saxony. The feeble King of Polemd remomtFated 
at.th» diemand,. bttt aa he had not a suffident force 
cm foot to resist it, Me remomtrances- were not at- 
tended to. . It was peculiar^ necessary fbr the views 
of Frederic not only to obtam a passage for his troops 
through Saxony, but also to retain the command of 
that country, the tulers of iH^ieh he was well aware 
W6re'thoro{i|hiy ill-disposed towan^ him, and woidd 
therefore ta&e the first opfMMrtunity of enttmg off 
hn retreat, sbeuld his Bohemaan eatpediiicm puiuie 
vnsuccessfuL 

VHiile t(he King of Polasid wasiformalizing respeot- 
feg the terms^ upon whieii Ihe Prussian monarch was 
to pas» llhrougH hi» dominions, the latter hadactuailur 
entered them at the head of a huge ann^. Thm be 
divided mto three se^imte corps, which wene to 
marcht by difl^rent roaeds^ and fendesvoBs.neav Bve^ 
den^t The right wing, commanded bf Piinee Fev* 
liinaBd of Bnms wick, took ils roots fimn Magdetruig, 

* Towora^ Meimrin ofFradtrifi UL 

t MtiMUvbsrlloraMWalMleEaxlorQHbrd. _ 

i Wmotndth CHienredbfepc Ana, par FMhIo VL 
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was loradafllM ^ the king in pensoB, narcheid aloor * 
the left sHbe of the Elbe, by Wittembeilr, Torgiaa, and 
MeiMien; and ^m left ynaagt l^d by tlvel)ake of Bev*' 
enit nanclMd firom the neighbotuiiood of Frankfort 
ooa the Oder, through LiBatia,4deng the right bank 
of the £lbe* Ilheae diffisrent bodies of men set out 
OBtttieir uMseh on the -99th of Augustf* soul found 
thsmsehtesAnnitedin'tfae neighbourhood of Dmsden 
o»^e 0th of 8eptaaiber«. Dnrmg his march Frederic 
disseminated copies<of amanifeiAoto the same efSbct • 
as his former declaration.t 

At the same time with uia idaig^ invasion of Sax- 
oxifiMaaaSuii Scih m ci i a y iwho had the command of 
the lupmgr tff fiilesia, had received orders to penetrate 
into Bohemia by the circle of Kcenigsgratz.t This 
bold. and ahleiretetan appeai«fto> have teen animated 
vnih ail the £mio£ ayoongisoidier ; atleast, sudi ob 
the BsnAtmeliks yMm bueathe through the following ' 
letteS) wnrtten oidy -ft few >nioaais i^foi« this time; 
in wdiidi he feelingly lannents the ptpospect of his 
not iwvmg any oppartunity «f servn^ anoter cam- 
paiptii FabSy however, veeerved for him that which 
ne ;deeired4 and awarded to kim, besides, a glorious 
death upon the field of hononr* The l^er is ad* 
diBSsedctoMacshal Keith, betweearwhom and hinv- 
self a :mo8t affiectioasAe fiiendship sypears to haire 
existed, and is dated Frankfort on the Oder, 17ith:> 
A|Kil, VISA. 

^la.imswer, mydear manhal, to the letter of tho ' 
lOtii with which you have honouved me, I imsnt teU ' 
you that I have decided upon not going to drink this 
waters at Carlsbad this year. I think al my age it 
is hjffdl]^ worth the ti'onble or expense for me to 
make tms Journey, though I hwm aiwiajrs found tkij 
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did nfte good» and that certain rheuma^mt I have 

tODtracted during the last hard winter rather require 

such a step. As the war no longer appears to me 

near at liand, I begin to despair o( having an oppov- 

tvnity of making another campaign, thoiigfa my wish 

for it is so great. For at the age of seventy^two, 

and after fifty-six years of servicCt one cannot rea* 

sonably count much longer upon one's self; and the 

campaigns, which in our service we must look to^ 

above tdl when one prefers one's duty to one's eaae^ 

demand a vigorous state of health. 

• ••••••• 

** I remain 
'' Your excellency's very humble and obedient serv*t 

^C. OB SOBWEBDiT." 

He writes again to Marshal Keith on the Slst of 
August, 1756, having just taken the command of the 
troops destined to serve under him, and who were 
established at Neisse in Silesia :-*-'* I entreat you to 
send me from time to time, when your military ope- 
rations may permit it, any welcome news of your« 
self; and I will send you mine in return. I must 
expect to meet with enemies superior to me in 
strength : God will assist me to resist their attacks ; 
and I trust always to do my duty to sustain the 
glory o( the king's troops, and to die like a brave 
man. Adieu*" 

On the 3d of September, writing still from Neisse, 
he thus describes his own situation and that of the 
army opposed to him, which was commanded by 
Piccolomini, an Italian officer of merit in the Aus* 
trian service ; — ^ I am now occupied in collecting the 
troops in this neighbourhood; and in this position I 
shall wait for the king's orders, and see wtiat coun- 
tenance the Austrians will put on when they hear the 
unexpected news of our master's enterprise. Thus 
far they appear to me not (}uite to know what stepui 
to iaike ; ^d the almost daily variations in the posi- 
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tions they occupy seem to indicate that they haire 
xiot yet made up their minds upon the plan of their 
future operations."* 

As the King of Prussia advanced in his march to* 
nt^ards Dresdeh, the fears of the court of the King[ of 
Poland, and especially of his minister Count BriihU 
who knew himself to be peculiarly obnoxious to 
Frederic, redoubled. It was at length determined 
to collect all the troops that could be got tbgether, 
amounting to about 13,000 men, and to fix them in 
the strong natural camp of Pima. ** Pima," to use 
the words of the King of Prassia, " is a position 
i^hich nature has taken pleasure to form into a sort 
of fortress, to the strength of which art can add nO<* 
thing. On the east side of this position the Elbe 
flows between rocks which, by contracting its bed* 
make the stream more rapid. The right of the Saxon 
army was defended by the little fortress of Sonnen* 
stein, near the Elbe. In the valley at the foot of 
these rocks is placed the town of Pima, from whicli 
the camp takes its name. The front towards the 
tiorth extends to the hill of Koh)berg,^hieh makee 
a sort of bastion to the fortification; and before which 
there is a ravine nearly eighty feet deepj^ivhich is 
continued to the left, and thus surrounds the cam|^ 
and stretches to the fort of Koenigstein. From the 
Kohlberg, which forms a sort of angle, a chain of 
rocks, of which the Saxons occupied the tops, ex* 
tends towards the west, and only terminates on the 
bank of the Elbe at Koenigstein. The Saxons, too 
feeble in numbers to fill the circle of this camp, which 
presented on all sides inaccessible rocks, contented 
themselves with guarding the approaches to it, which, 
though diflicult in themselves, were the only ones by 
Which their position could be attacked. They there- 
fore in those places formed redoubts, and placed 
palisades and cnevaux-de-frises, for which they had 

* TbMo extracts are ftom the MS. Corraapondenee of Mazalial KettiL 

B 
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plentiful materials in the imm^n8e forests of pinei 
with which the summits of the mountains are covered. 
This camp, one of the very strongest in Europe, hav> 
mg been examined in detail, was decided to be im- 
pregnable ; and as therefore famine could alone vaiv 
^uish so many obstacles, it was resolved to blockade 
it strictly, and to prevent the Saxon troops from re- 
ceiving provisions from the neighbourhood."* This 
blockade the King of Prussia put into execution im- 
mediately after he bad taken possession of Dresden. 

This latter event, which took place without any 
resistance on the part of the Saxons, occurred on the 
10th of September. Frederic assumed the name of 
Protector of Saxony^, and the people of Dresden 
eeemed well-disposed to receive him as such.f Being 
^emselves rigid Protestants, they were offended 
with the Catholic bigotry of their own court ; while 
Frederic's attendance at the Protestant church gained 
Mm all hearts : and these feelings were confirmed 
by the winning manners of the king and the exact 
discipline of his troops.^ In conformity with these 
feelings on the part of the Saxons, almost all the 
principal persons of the country, as well as the ma- 
ffistrates of the town, attended the King of Prussia's 
levees, and all were well received. The king kept 
an open table, to which many of the Saxons were 
invited. He also sent the civilest messages to the 
royal family, who in return asked him to dinner, and 
offered him the use of their chamberlains to attend 
upon him. He, however, declined profiting by these 
offers.^ 

In the mean while, however, the King of Prussia 
neglected nothing which might make his possession 
of Saxony as advantageous to himself as possible. 
He took from the arsenal all the artillery, and sent it 

* Frederic n., Histoire de la Gaerre de Sept Ana 
t Archenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ads. 
i Memoirs by Horace Walpole Earl ofOrford 
Y ArcbenbolXi Histoire de la Guerre de Sepc Aim. 
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lo Magdeburg ; and seized upon all those portions 
of the electoral revenues which were found to be in 
the hands of the tax-gatherers. He also strictly for. 
bade any intercourse to be held between the capital 
and the camp of Pima. One cart alone was per* 
mitted to pass daily to the latter place, which con- 
tained the provisions destined for the table of the 
King of Poland. 

It was important for the King of Prussia to obtain 
possession of the original state papers, of which he 
already possessed copies, proving tlwe treachery prac- 
tised towards him by the court of Saxony. He there- 
fore sent Marshal Keith to the archives in the palace 
to seize them ; but here the marshal met with an 
unexpected obstacle. The Queen of Poland* had 
not accompanied her husband to the camp of Pima, 
but had remained behind at Dresden; and having 
been made aware qf the intentions of Keith, deter- 
mined to oppose them by every means in her power.f 
The measure she adopted to effect her end was that 
o f intiQiidatlbn. She told him that nothing but force 
should enable him to obtain possession of the papers 
in question : and observed to him, that as his master 
had given out that he would use no violence, all Eu- 
rope would exclaim against the outrage ; ** and then,** 
added she, ** you will be the victim : depend upon it» 
your king is a man to sacrifice you to his own hon- 
our.'t These expostulations and threats had so 
much effect upon the marshal that he sent for further 
orders, which were readily granted to him. He then 
possessed himself of the desired documents, though 
the queen persisted long in sitting on the tmnk con- 
taining the most material ones, and could only be 
prevailed upon to rise when she was at length con- 

* Maria Joaepha of Austria, eldaat daaghter of the fjaiperor Jsi^^epli L 
Mr Charles Haiibury Williams says ofher, ** She ia ngly beyond paintinii 
«Bd malieioBB beyond expresaion.** 

t Voltaiie, Siicle de Louis XV. 

} Un^ln by Horace Walpole Eart oTOrtbrl 
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vinced that force would be resorted to to compel 
her. 

No sooner were these papers m the possession of 
frederic than he had them published in his own jus- 
tification. But though thus successful in obtaining 
possession of them, 3ie manner in which the Queen 
pf Poland had been treated was more injurious to 
the Prussian cause than the publication of the Saxon 
treachery was serviceable to it. This violence ez« 
ercised towards a crowned head, the cruelty of which 
was exaggerated in all the different courts of Europe 
by the mmisters of the powers hostile to FrederiCi 
did considerable hurm to his interests ; and this was 
especially the ease in France. The dauphiness there 
was the aaughter of the Queen of Poland ; and when 
she heard of her mother's treatment, she feU at Us 
feet of her father-in-law, Lewis the Fifteenth, aiid 
implored for justice and revenge. This conduct prg*^ 
duced an instantaneous effect. All other constdera«» 
tions were forgotten at Versailles, and France hegtOBt 
to ta^e an active part in a war which was reaUy so 
contrary to her true interests.* 
. At the same time that Frederic was thus taking 
possession of Dresden, contributions had been levi^ 
by his troops upon the cit]^ of Leipsicf The magis* 
trates remonstrated, but in vain; they were put ia 
prison, and thus compelled to pay what was require^ 
of them : and subsequently were obliged, during tha 
whole of the Prussian occupation of Saxony, to pay 
all tolls, customs, and imposts to receivers appointea 
by his Prussian majesty. This was ateo the case 
throughout all the electoral dominions of the King of 
Poland ; and as Frederic maintained himself in pos« 
session of them during the whole of the war we are 
now treating of, it may easily be conceived what great 
pecuniary succours he must have drawn from tl^m.) 



* Archenboix, Hlstoire de la Qmnf d« S«9l Aai. 
t Voltaire, Steele de Louis XV. 
i Towen'ii Menioin of Frederie UL 
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In order also to make the revenues of Saxony 
raore available for his purposes, Frederic caused a 
general revision to be made of the salaries of the 
various Saxon functionaries, which were universally 
curtailed. Thus,' at the court of Dresden there ex* 
isted two persons of great consideration and import- 
ance in their diflerent ways, — the confessor of the 
queen and the director of the opera. The former 
received a salary of 13,000 crowns, the latter of 
15,000. Frederic reduced them to 9000 crowns 
apiece. He also directed the prodigious quantities 
of Dresden china, which were kept both at Dresden 
and Meissen, to be sold. He scrupulously abstained, 
however, from touching any thing in the royal 
palace, or in the magnificent picture gallery attached 
to it ; though he was accustomed to pay frequent 
visits to the latter, for the purpose of admiring the 
treasures of art contained within its walls. He did 
not, however, extend his protection to the palace of 
Count BrOhl, to whom he bore a peculiar antipathy. 
The house and gardens of that minister suffered 
severely during the Prussian occupation of Dres- 
den.* It was, undoubtedly, a master-stroke of 
policy and decision thus to turn the resources of an 
enemy against himself; and if we wish to find an 
ample justification of the measure, we have only to 
look at the tenrific league which was now formed 
for the express purpose of annihilating Frederic and 
his kingdom.f 

In order to assure the continued possession of 
the electorate of Saxony to his troops, the King of 
Prussia proceeded to K>rtify the town of Torgau. 
He placed in it the cannons which he had taken from 
^e other towns of Saxony; and obliged the in- 
habitants and the neighbouring peasants, — ^paying 
them, however, for their labour, — ^to assist in forming 
the works. At Torgau the military chest was 

* AxslMiiliols, Hiatdre de la Guerre de 6ep( Aim f Mi, 
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deposited ; the commissariat of the Prussian army 
was also established there;. and the contributions 
of the neighbourifiiSf country were received and dij^ 
propriated** 

when intellig^ice xeftched Vienna of the pccupa* 
tion of Saxony by Frederic, the Aulic Council oC 
the emperor &clared him a disturber of the public 
peace, and a rebel. ^ It was, however,^ as Voltaire 
observes, *' difficult to make this declaration efi^tual 
against^ {Hince who had nearly 150,000 soldiers at 
his orders, and who already passed for the greatest . 
general in £ttroi)e. He answered the sentence of 
the Aulic Council by a battle, which took place be* 
tween him and the Austrian army, which he had 
gone in pursuit of to the frontiers of Bohemia, near 
a village called Lowositz.^t 

The Austrians had collected and put in motion 
two armies; the larger one, consisting of 60,000 
men, and commanded by Field-marshal Braun, as^ 
sembled near KoUn in Bohemia ; the smaller one., 
of 30,000^ under the command of Piccolomini, waa 
stationed in Moravia, and, as has been before men- 
tioned, was opposed to that of Marshal Schwe- 
rin4 Upon nearingof the advance of Braun and 
his troops, whose object was the relief of the Saxon 
camp at Pima, Frederic confided^ the blockade t» 
the Margrave Charles of Brandenburgh, and ad» 
vanced with 94,000 troops, which had previously 
been confided to the command of Marshal Keith %9 
an army of observation, a<uross the frontier of Bo- 
hemia, in order to arrest ^ir progress. He came 
in sight of the enemies, encaa^)ed in the pl^n of 
Iiowositz, on the last dav of September. The 
next moming the village of Lowo&ita»«nd the sup- 

* Anlifn)iols,Biatolr»d»la6iwm4iSflptAiis. 

t VoKaire, 8i««le 4« Louis XV. 

i Matter, TablMiii dM 6uerre« da Pradeiie 1« Grand.— Amtaenbel^ 
Biatotre de la Ouerre de Sept Ant.--GriiiMMunl, TUtleau du Begna di 
Fttdorio to Grand. 
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TOBodiogolgects, louse the words of Frederic, ** were 

seen as through a crape,** in eoaaeqiieace of a heavy 
fog. This, however, did not pvevent the King of 
Prussia from ranging his amy in battle array, be- 
tween the heights of Lobosch and Radositz. Braun, 
on the other hand, placed his troops, »o that on their 
right the^ extended to Lowosita, and on the left 
stretched into the plain as far as Tzischowitz. 

The encounter commenced by the left wing of 
the Prussian army driving the Austrian pandours 
from the vineyards about Lowositz, in which they 
hiid posted themselves. Frederic allows himself 
Ui3.t he imagined the Austrians intended to retreat* 
and^ that they had, with this view, placed the light 
troops about Lowositz in order to occupy the Prus* 
sians, and prevent their following them. When*, 
however* about eleven o'clock, the fog deared off, 
he discovered his error. The Prussian heavy artil- 
lery had been for some time previously camionading 
tt»d Auatriaa cavalry, under the impression that it was 
only the rear-guard of the retreating army. Fred- 
eric, jdso, still with the notion of having to do only 
with a rear-guard, had made his cavalry form at the 
Coot of the hill, and then charge that of the enemy, 
who were thrown into disorder by the impetus of 
the shock. As, however, the Prussians advanced 
in their pursuit, they found both their flanks exposed 
to the fire of the Austrian batteries; and were 
obliged^ in consequence, to retire to their original 
position. This convinced the king that the whole 
army of Braun was opposed to him. Before, how- 
ever, he could decide in his mind what step to take^ 
the gallantry of his cavalry had urged them to make 
another charge, in which they were again success- 
foL So great was their impetuosity, that havinf^ 
overthrown all obstacles to their course, and re« 
gardless of the batteries which played upon tfaenn^ 
&ey advanced till they found themselves stopped 
^y a vast ditch* which protected the imperial in^ 
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fantlry. Here they were met by the Aire of sixty 
pieces of cannon, which forced them to return to 
their position at the foot of the hill. This, how« 
ever, they did in good order, and without being 
pursued. 

Marshal Braun, now finding that the onset of the 
Prussians was likely to become general, determined 
to forestal them, and to make the attack himself 
with part of his infantry. With this view he des- 
])atched twenty battadions, who took their way be- 
hind the village of Lowositz, and so along the Elbe, 
till they were enabled to join the pandonrs, who still 
kept up an unequal contest in some parts of the 
vineyards. They then fell upon the Prussian left 
vnn^; by whom, however, they were so warmly 
received, that they were obliged to retreat from 
vineyard to vineyard ; till at length, being compelled 
to descend into the plain, where tibtey were pursued 
by the Prussians, some of the battalions were driven 
into the Elbe. A {>art also of the Austrian infantry 
retired into Lowositz, and taking possession of the 
houses, prepared to defend them. 

When intelligence of this movement was brought 
to the Kin^ of Prussia, he sent a detachment from 
his right wmg to reinforce the left. These attacked 
the village, the possession of which was vigorously 
contested ; but at length the valour of the Prussians 
overcame all obstacles. Having used all their am- 
munition, they charged with fixed bayonets into the 
place, and succeeded in driving from it the troops 
who had taken possession of it; as well as nine 
fresh batt^ions who had been sent to their assist- 
ance by Braun. This advantage concluded the battle. 
The left wing of the Austrians was so posted as not 
to be attackable by the Prussian troops ; and Braun, 
by a judicious movement of his troops, succeeded 
in covering his flying battalions from any lengthened 
pursuit. Night now came on, and Braun retreated 
across the Eger, destroying the bridges as he passed | 
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and reocciipied his former eamp of Buffin. Ite 
King of Prussia passed the mgb^ on the field of 
battle.* . ^ 

The ifirst intellig^ence of this battie which reached 
Berlia was conveyed in a note from Frederic to his 
mother, the queen^dowager, which contained only 
the following words :*-^' October Ist. This dajl 
^ve battle to the Austrians. Great generalship was , 
displayed on both sides, and the fate of the day was 
doubtful for some hours ; but at last it pleased God 
to give us the victory." Marshal Keith, who com« 
manded under the kij^ in this action, distinguished 
himself greatly; as did also lieutenant-general 
Kleist, who, IJiough suffering under wounds, of 
which he afterward died, refused to quit his horse 
till the event of the day was decided.f 

It is related of a common soldier, on this occa« 
sion, that being mortally wounded, and in the ago- 
nies of death, he asked whether the king was safe, 
and how the battle went ? Being answered that the 
king was well, and the battle won, he said, ** Now^ 
then, it is a pleasure! to die f and so expired. 

The combat of Lowosxtz can, however, hardly be 
reckoned among the Prussian victories, as the loss 
of the two armies was so very nearly equal ; that 
of the Prussians being 3900 killed and wounded, and 
of the Austrians 3000, in addition to which the latter 
lost four pieces of cannon and three standards ; 
hardly any prisoners being taken on either side. 
And yet, if we judge of this battle by its effects, we 
shall undoubtedly be inclined to give the palm of 
success to the Prussians y for it was to it exclusively 
tiiat the subsequent capitulation of the Saxons at 
Pima was owing. 

From the moment the battle of Lowositz had 
taken place, the whole attention of Frederic was 
directed to prsventing the Austrians from approacb* 

* RIatalivde la Ouemdo SepC Ann, per Fraderto IL 
t T^wanr BftnolM or FradMia m 
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ing the Saxon camp.* With this intention, he ex- 
tended his post along the whole line of country by 
which Braun could possibly attempt to march to 
their relief; and even employed a part of his army 
in Bohemia for the same purpose. The imperial 
general, after . one or two vain attempts to join the 
Saxons, gave up the attempt ; and it was then de- 
termined that the Saxons should leave their in- 
trenchments, which were now, from the famine 
which raged among them, become almost untenable, 
and endeavour to force their way through the Prus- 
sian troops ; while, at the same moment, th^ impe- 
rial army was to advance to meet them. This 
project was intended to take effect on the 11th of 
October, but the heavy rains which fell on that day 
obliged the allies to defer the execution of it till the 
following one.f 

Frederic employed this time in strengthening his 
posts upon the Elbe. On the 12th the Saxons com- 
menced their march. It was arranged that they 
should pass the river Eger below Koenigstein, and 
afterward the Elbe, having first driven off the Prus- 
sians who guarded it ; while a simultaneous attack 
from Braun, on the other side of the river, was to 
operate as a diversion upon the Prussians, who 
would thus be obliged to defend their front and rear 
at the same moment. Various obstacles, however, 
opposed themselves to the success of this- plan. 
The ground on the right bank of the Elbe consists 
of high mountains, intersected by deep narrow ra- 
vines, full of holes and quagmires, and therefore 
exceedingly unfavourable to the march of an army ; 
especially when, as in the present instance, these 

{)assages were defended by hostile troops. At 
ength, after severe sufferings, and the labour of 
constructing a bridge, which occupied many hours, 
the Saxons succeeded in crossing the Elbe ; but they 

* Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Am, per Frederic E. 
t Aiebenholx, Hiatdn de la Goerre m Aept Am. 
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did ill at the expense of the loss of the heavy artil- 
lery, the bridge having broken under it. Thej^ then 
attempted to form into some order at the foot of 
the mountain called the Lilienstein ; but so narrow 
was the space thai, they were unable to succeed in 
this, but were obliged to encamp themselves, as 
they could, in a confused manner. Here another 
disappointment awaited their leader Count Rutow- 
ricy, in the intelligence he received that Marshal 
Braun had failed in his attempt to effect a junction 
with them. Braun had advanced towards Schandau, 
where, meeting with the Prussian detachment under 
tiie command of General Lestewitz, whose position 
he found it impossible to force, and being, besides, 
ignorant of the country through which he had to 

Smetrate, he had been obliged to retire towards 
ohemia, after sustaining some loss.* 

Meanwhile the Prussians had taken possession 
of the camp the Saxons had abandoned, and, pursu* 
ing the fugitive army, took prisoners the rear-guard, 
and obtained possession of their baggage and ar- 
tillery. 

The King of Poland had retreated into the fortress 
of Kcenigstein; where, attended onl^ by two sol- 
diers of his guards, and a few of his courtiers, he 
awaited the. decision of the victor. His army, at 
the .same time, encamped under the Lilienstein, was 
suffering all the horrors of famine, without tents or 
haggage, or even ammunition. Under these circum- 
stsuices, a capitulatioawas all that remained for them ; 
and to obtain by it whatever terms the conqueror, 
in his mercy, might think proper to allow. Accord- 
ingly, negotiations were opened, with the consent 
of Augustus, who was himself most anxious to es- 
cape into Poland. Frederic had taken up his resi- 
dence at Struppen (where, during the occupation 
of the camp of Pirna by the Saxons, the head-quar- 

* Gximotrd} Tableau da Regna de Fkaderie lo QntA 
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ten of the King of Poland had been placed), from 
whence he dictated the terms of the capitnlatloii* 
By these the officers recovered their liberty, upon 
their promise of not serving agam against the Prus* 
sians during the course of 9ie present war ; but the 
whole of the rest of the army were obliged to take 
the oath of allegiance to Frederk;, and were either 
formed at once into' regiments with Prussian coU 
ours, or incorporated in the regiments already ex- 
isting of that army. 

- This proceeding did ^ot, however, prove so ad- 
vantageous to the Prussian cause as had been hoped ; 
for 80 steady was the attachment of the Saxons to 
their unfortunate sovereign and country, that the 
greater part of th^ troops thus amalgamated found 
means to desert in a very short time, and hastened 
to rejoin Augustus in Poland.* To this step they 
were also much incited by the emissaries of the 
Queen of Poland, whcr, as has been before men- 
tioned, had remained at Dresden. Her conduct 
in thus endeavouring to recover for her husband 
the army of which he had been forcibly deprived 
was neither surprising nor blameable; but the 
same can hardly be said of the encouragement and 

gersuasions she used to indude the officers, who 
ad been released upon engaging not to serve asfain 
against the Prussianis during the war, to break their 
promises, in which she was in many instanced but 
too successful.f 

Augustus begged hard to have his guards restored 
to him, who were one of the iinest corps in Europe ; 
but Frederic replied, in the most insulting manner, 
** that if he consented, the Saxon guards would un- 
doubtedly serve against him again, and that he did 
Hot choose to have the trouble of taking them a 
second time.*^ This harsh conduct towards a fallen 

* Arebenbols, Htttoire de la Guerre de 8raC Ana. 
t Hietoire de la Guene de Sept Ana, par Fredeile H 
i Voltaira, BIM» da LodaXV. 
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sovereign would appear, at first sight, rniparbonable $ 
but when we reflect upon the knowledge Frederic 
had of the hitter hostihty ever entertained towards 
him by the Saxon government, and consider that 
he was also aware that, at this very moment, a se- 
cret treaty was concluding between it and the em- 
press-queen, by which an engagement was entered 
mto to furnish the latter with four regiments of 
dragoons and two of hulans, we cannot be astonished 
that he should have been anxious to prevent its 
having any further power of doing him harm. 
Where these matters were not in question, he en- 
deavoured to show civility to the Polish sovereign; 
sendinc; him back all the standards, arms, &c. which 
had belonged to his troops ; and offering him post- 
horses and an escort to conduct him and his suite to 
Warsaw. This latter offer partook undoubtedly, hi 
some degree, of insulting politeness ; but at the 
same time was one which the state of Augustus's 
affairs oblisfed him most eagerly to accept of. The 
whole of this strange transaction, the only one of 
a military nature which took place between the 
Prussians and Saxons durinjf tne course of the 
seven years' war, concluded with the following letter 
from Frederic to Augustus : — 

"Btnippen, ISUi of October, 1750. 

Sir, and my Brother, 
^ Since our affairs are now arranged, and that 
your majesty appears so anxious for your departure 
towards Poland, I have given, vnthout delay, all the 
orders which yon requested me, by the Major 
Zechwiz, to give ; and I now, with all my heart, 
wish you a happy journey. It will depend entirely 
upon yonr majesty's own wishes to choose what 
road you are pleased to take ; and if your majesty 
prefers not meeting any of my troops by the way, 

2 on have only to mention it to the Baron de Sporcken, 
I order that I may have them removed, according 

y OL. II.— c 
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id 50W wiriieji. t <;«uiot conclude without the 
nMMt sincere aseurances that, in spite of what I have 
fonnd mysril •compelled to do in the present con- 
jancture >of aSaira, I shall ever feel a moist perfect 
friend8hi|» for yowr majesty ; in proof of which I 
shall seize every opportunity of testifying to you, as 
well as to your royid family, bow great is the in* 
terest I take in yoin* happiness and prosperity. In 
the mean while I shall always remain, with senti- 
ments of the most distinguished esteem and the 
most perfect consideration, 

"Sir, 
•* of your majesty 

" the faithful brother, 
" FaEDERro,*** 

The King of Prussia's next step was, the taking 
possession. of the wjiole of the King of Poland's 
elecitorat dominions, with the exception of the Im- 
pregnable fortress of Kcenigstein, to which he ac- 
corded neiUrality during the war. He established 
himself lor the winter at Dresden, and began to' 
treat tlie electorater-^hich he professed, notwith- 
standitig, to consider as only under his protection, — 
as a conquered country. He transacted business 
constantly with the Saxon ministers ; informed him- 
self of bA the idetaiis of administration ; and went 
so far as to demand of the states a reinforceipent 
of 10,000 men for his army.f 

At the saime time that &e troops of the King ol 
Prussia established themselves in their winter-quar- 
ters in Saxony, those imder the command of Marshal 
Schwerin reliiTed from their position near Koenigs* 
gratz into Silesia. The marniacl had b^ obliged to 
continue, taring the whole campaign in a state ^ 
inactivity, in consequence of the ^termkiation of 
Piccoloimni, who waM (opposed to him, not to insdr a 

*ViedflFraaetion. 

t AitlMobttli^ BtatMnite IfOsiM <»fli|C 
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battle. A few partial skirmishes only took place, 
which were, for the most part, to the advantage of 
the Prussians.* ^ The following' letter from Marshal 
Schwerin to Marshal Keith will best explain the 
. atate of affairs in this part of the theatre of war 
towards the close of tne campaign. . It is dated 
from the quarter-general at ^ugera, 18^ October* 
1766. 

"Sir, 

^ I have duly received the letter which your ex- 
cellency did me the honour to write to me on the 
4th of this month, and return you many thanks for 
the relation you are good enough to ms^e to me in it 
c^ the glorious day of the 1st of October.f I hope 
my congratulations upon this subject have already 
reached your excellency, and that you will believe in 
the interest I take in an event which you had so 
eoosiderable a^part in. 

As my neighbour Piccolomini keeps himself 
closely shut up in his camp, in which he has in« 
trenched himself to the teeth, he affords but rarely 
ft slight occupation to my hussars. ' Lieutenant-colo* 
Del Werner, of the regiment of Wethraar, whom I 
sent on the iOth to their rear, routed, with the 350 
hussars he had with him, a party of 400 dragoons 
and fifty hussars. He pursued them beyond Reich- 
enau, and obliging jthem to pass over the bridge 
of the fortress, he forced a considerable number into 
^e foss6, killed a good many more, and took some 
prisoners. On the other side, the Major Bajar, of 
the hussars of Wethmar, whom I had sent out to 
elear the frontier of pandours and hussars, who in- 
fested the neiglibourhood of Frankenstein, detached 
a lieutenant with fifty horsemen to scour the country. 
These met, during the night of the 14th and 15th, a 
party of sixty Austrian hussars, and fell upon them, 

* Histoire de la Onerro de Sept Aiub ptr FrnMA IL 
t The battle of LowoaUa. 
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without regarding a triple discharge from their car* 
bines and pistols, v^th theit sabres killed many, and 
brought off ten meii and eleven horses prisoners* 
We lost twelve horses in these skirmishes, and had 
about as many men wounded, but none killed ; ex* 
cept, indeed, JLieutenant Roschenbar be so, respect- 
ing whom we do not yet know whether he is killed 
or taken prisoner. 

** I trust, my dear marshal, that you may have an 
uninterrupted continuance of happy events and great 
successes* 

** I remain, with sentiments of the highest ^oti* 
sideration, 

** Your excellency's very humble, 

*• and very obedient servant, 

** C. DB SCHWKBIN."* 

Shortly after wnting this letter, Schwerin set but 
on his march towards Silesia. He was followed by 
some thousands of Hungarians, who were trouble- 
some to his rear-guard. The marshal, who was not 
enduring of such attacks, put himself at the head 
of a part of his cavalry, fell upon the enemy, de- 
feated them and, having pursued them a considerable 
distance, resumed his march, which was no more 
interrupted.t 

* From the MS. Ck>iTespondenee of Ftold-aianbal Keltb. 
) Histolie da la Guenrn do Sept Am, par Frederic XL 
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CHAPTER IL 

MinMitioii of FViQce towMte Pranla—War ^aelamd sfiriMt Prwria 
by rnmce, Sweden, Md gowia— Amy of ttw Eoipii»~Th« King of 
Knriand anfMeniMy to Frederic— Attenipc to poiaon Prederto— Qneen 
of Tbtend^ latiifMe^TlM Vaitm of the Confederatee lake tfee Fletf 
••-FtTBdeito eafera Boheniin—afcirroiehee Petrle of Pra|n»^Daitli 
of Marabfl Scbwerin-^Aastrfan Annr in Prafue— Boml&ndment ef 
' Prafue— Bettie ef Kolin— Death of FTederle'e lfbiber~C«nlMeMcy 
i|ai«9t Pr<win Pwdmri^'e Letter lo the Marviii 0*ArgeiM. 

Taf wiQter of 1766^1757 w^ occupM by tbe 
.«oatQndtng parties in great preparations for the ea- 
rning G^nipaigii. yhe invasion of Saxony by the 
Pmssians naa caused an nniisual sensation in E«- 
.ffme* Several courts were i^taware of tl&s reason* 
whicli had l^d to it ; others afiected not to knoir 
them» in order to Uame ti^e more strongly the 009- 
ductof the King of Prussia. The King' of Poland 
made complaints of the Prussian violence ; and his 
anibassadors exaggerated the. sufferings of Saxony. 
These chunours were' re-echoed at Versailies, at 
Petersburg, and throughout Europe. The King of 
.France was already piqued at the inreferenoe shown 
by the Kin^ of Prussia to the English alliance. At 
tne same, time, the emissaries of Austria were en- 
gaged in exciting the people of France to regard 
with complacency a German war ; whUe the teass 
.of the dauphiness for the fate of her parents wfite 
made use of to move Lewis to take vengeance iMpon 
the invaders of her native country. Thus solicited, 
the King of France determined upon sending an 
srmy into Gem^an3r, and only suspended the exeeih 
tion of this resolution in order to give it the odour 
pi a natural and plausible pretext* 

•OlMaiNiBlaOseffede 8e]ptAa«,^F«i4BrlQli 
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M. deBrofflio, ambassador from France in Saxony* 
received orders to furnish this by giving occasionto 
the Prussians to insult him in his diplomatic capacity. 
The commission with which he was thus charged 
was the occasion of his singqlar conduct while the 
Saxons were blockaded at Pima. He remained at 
Dresden, and affected to wish several times to pay 
visits to the King of Poland at Struppen. He tried 
to force the Prussian soldiers employed in the 
blockade, in order to occasion their resisting him 
with violence. He endeavoured, without success, 
to pass the chain of sentinels : they opposed to hunt 
whenever he made the attempt, so much politenessy 
imited with so much firmness, that he could neither 
get to the King of Poland, nor find a pretext, how- 
ever slight, to enable the government of France to 
cparrel with Prussia. This irritated the court 6i 
versaiUes, who, without further delay or circumlo- 
cution, sent away from Paris M. de Knyphausen, the 
Prussian ])lenipotentiary, and recalled M. de Valor^ 
who exercised the same office from France at Berlin. 
These measures obliged the King of Prussia, when 
he returned from Bohemia to Dresden, to signify to 
Mi de Broglio, that in the present state of the rela- 
tions between the two countHes if was no longer 
proper for a French ambassador to be a resident m 
the same town vnth himself. Broglio received this 
intimation vnth considerable haughtiness, but was 
not the less immediately compelled to obey it, and 
to commence his journey to Warsaw. 

Every eircumstance at this moment concurred to 
plunge France into the war with Prussia, and to 
make her a principal actor in the bloody scenes 
which were about to take place in Germany. In 
addition to those already enumerated, the elevation 
of the Abb^ de Bemis, the author of the Austrian 
alliance, to the post of minister for foreign affairsi 
was not the least Important. While to this must be 
addedt that, partly from the successAil intrigues of 
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the imperial emissaries, and partly from the lore of 
novelty in a people greedy of change, the union with 
Austria had become exceedingly popular throughout 
France* The consequence of all these things was, 
that instead of France supplying to the empress- 
queen, as she was obliged by the treaty, an auxiliary 
force of 34,000 men,-6he sent an army amounting to 
100,000 across the Rhine early in the spring. Not 
content,' also, with her own exertions, she incited 
tlie senate of Sweden, oyer whom she had great 
power, to enter into the coalition against Prussia ; 
in spite of the ties of biood and friendship which 
tmited the sovereign of that country to Frederic. In 
Y«in Adolphtts ^Frederic IL and his queen Ulricat 
sister of the Prussian monarch, endeavoured to pre- 
Tent such a decision. The senate of Sweden was 
at this time all-powerOilf and was ruled by the fac- 
tion of the ^Hatsi^* who were devoted to France 
and Russia. An army of Swedes, in consequence, 
took the field against Prussia in the month of March 
of this year.f 

Nor were the insinuations of the imperial nego- 
tiators against Prussia less successful at Peters- 
burg than they had been at Versailles. The natural 
dislike of the Empress Elizabeth for the King of 
Prussia was a good foundation for them to work 
upon ; but their most efficacious argument wasi the 
promise of a subsidy of 2,000,000 of crowns. This 
was the identical sum paid over by France to Aus- 
tria, according to the stipulations of the treaty be- 
tween these two powers ; and Austria by transfer- 
ring it to Russia, induced the latter court to declare 
war against Prussia.^ . 

Meanwhile the ministers of the empress-queen at 

* The Mnate of Sweden was diTided between the partiefl etlieil *TIm 
Hati" and **The Cape/' who ■uecoMdrely, Ibr many yean, .niM« or 
rather miaraled, both klag^and country; till GaaUrua the TUrd r»* 
MtabHshed the roral authority in 1771 

t L'Axt de veriSer lea Datea. 

^Hiit«iw4e U Gnern de a^t Aiu^par KndeiicIL 



RatisboiLezcHe4 the imperial 4kt to take a pavt in 
the approacbibgf eonietU in this they were siip- 
portea W the iSeach agents^ whoee menaces so in- 
timidatea that assem^ thai ihej consented to 
whatever Was demanded of them. It was in conse- 
qoence decided, that the empire shenld raiee an 
army to act against the Prussian monarch ; and that 
the command of this force should bcintmsted to tlie 
Mnce of Hildbourghausen, who was also a field- 
marshal in the Austrian serrice. It was even pro- 
posed bv the |)arty of the empivss^ueen that the 
Kinn or JRmssia and England should be placed noder 
the han of the empire. To this it was 'replied by 
others, that though formerly the Elector of Bavaria 
had incurred this censore, it was not till he had been 
defeated in the battle (rf Blenheim ; and that, tjieffe- 
fore, it might be wiser to wait till the armv of tiie 
empire had obtained a similar victory over the sove- 
reigns in qpestion.* What, however, prevented this 
rash step (rompsing taken was the representations 
of the court of France, who felt that such an unusual 
measure might greatly compromise the dignity of all 
those who were parties to it. 

When the arm^ of the empire began to collect,>it 
presented somethmg of the appearance which must 
nave belonged to the uncouth assemblages of the 
eariy crusaders. With the exception of Uie contin- 
gents of Bavaria, the palatinate, Wirtemberg, and 
one or two other of the more ccmsiderable states, 
the rest was an undisciplined multitude of all kinds 
and an colours. Peasants had been suddenly trans- 
formed into captains with tattered uniforms ; while 
from the ecclesiastical electorates the contingents 
were principally furnished from the menials of the 
eonvents, who were mounted on cart-horses, and 
denominated dragoons.-| 

The difficulties of the King of Prussia were much 

* HiMoIra de U Guerre de Sept Ane, per Ihrvderie JL 
1 ArelMiIiDii, Bittolre da ta Owm de Sept Am. 
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aug^nented by the little concert which reigned at 

{iresetit between him and his ally the King of Eng- 
and. The latter, whose whole soul was absorbed 
in the protection of his electorate, cbuld not com- 
prehend or approve of the great and able plans of 
Frederic, who was therefore obliged to narrow them 
to suit the genius of his ally, l^e Kmg of Pmssia 
had wished to defend Wesel against the French, and 
by occupying them with the attack of that fortress, 
to give himself time to advance against them. The 
Hanoverian ministers of George, in whom he had 
the most implicit confidence, were, however, of 
opinion that Wesel should be abandoned, and that 
only the course of the Weser should be defended. 
It was in vain that the King of Prussia represented 
the impossibility of guarding the Weser; a river 
almost Everywhere fordable, and of which the 
western bank, from its height, completely coni- 
manded the eastern one. He was obliged to submit ; 
to destroy the fortifications of Wesel; to withdraw 
his troops; and to wait patiently for the army 
which was promised him in the spring, under tlM» 
command of the Duke of Cumberland.* 

During this winter* Frederic paid a short visit to 
his capital, after which he returned again to Dresden, 
where an attempt was made to poison him. It is 
not exactly known who of his numerous enemies 
were the contrivers or abetters of this horrid con* 
spiracy; but they had corrupted a favourite servant 
named Glasau, who was to be the perpetrator of the 
crime. The poison was mixed with a cup of choco* 
late, which was to form the king's breakfast. As 
Glasau presented it to Frederic, the latter observed 
his hand tremble, and, on looking at his face, saw 
marks of evident trouble upon it. He asked him, in 
a stem voice, what he had done ; and the man fell . 
on his knees, and confessed his criminal intentionsy 

* Hiiuife dt lA Goam do S^ Ana, par Fraderie K 



at tli0 BUM time begging for megry^ Frederic,, 
titese greet oi^t was t£et ibe nUxty should not 
become know^, liad Glasan interrogated privately 
by two or three of his confidential servants, and 
afterward placed him in solitary confinement at 
Spandau, where he died. The secret of the whole 
traasactioB was so well guarded, that the anecdote 
never became known tiU pgrany years after it had 
taken place.* 

In the midst of negotiations, preparations^ and 
alariBB,. the King of Prussia, at Di^esden^ appeared 
only occupied with gaining the hearts of the Saxons 
by hfs gayety and good-humour. He gave them fre- 
qtient be&Sy masquerades, and concerts; and, at the 
latter, excited (heir admiration by his excellent per- 
formance on the flute.t These festivities, were a 
little disturbed by the intrigues of the Queen of Po* 
land. This princess was accustomed to send her 
grand-master, the Count of Questenberg, to compli- 
ment the King of Prussia every Rioming ; and hardly 
a day passed without her volunteering assurances of 
her friendship for him.^ At the same time she con- 
tinued, as was certainly somewhat natural, in con- 
sent communication with the Austrian generals, to 
whom she detailed whatever of the Prussian plane 
or intentions she was able to discover. Suspicions 
were excited respecting this correspondence, which, 
however, continued for a considerable time secret 
Orders were at length given that every thing enter- 
ing the gates of the town should be rigorously 
searched. A box of black puddings, addressed to 
the Countess Ogilvy, who held a high post about the 
queen's person, was in consequence stopped.. One 
of the puddings was cut open, and found to contain 
letters, with which, in fact, they were all filled. 

* Tomtneu MeoMin of Fratarle m,— Arebeuliols, BiiMirs ^ It 
Gaerre de Sept Am. 
t ArdlMlwix, Hiatoira de la fitaem de Bqgl Auu 
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This discoreiy rendered the queen more tireumspect 
for the future, but did not stop her correspoiidence.* 

Durine the winter the Prussian troops who were 
stationed near Bohemia, in that piot of tae electorate 
of Saxony which is cafled Lusatia, were kept oon« 
stantly on the alert by the ^acks of those corps 
of Austrians who were placed on the other side of 
the frontier. In some of these loss was sustained ; 
and as towards the spring reinforcements arrived to 
the imperial troops from Flanders, FitMieric deemed 
It necessary to support his own with a 'detachment 
from Pomerania. From the time of the arriral of 
the latter in Lusatia, which took place adi>out the 
middle of March, the enemies became more tranquil, 
and consequently less troublesome. 

It was the anxious wish of the King of Prussia, 
seeing the gigantic preparations which weve making 
against him, to forestal his enemies, and to com- 
mence the campaign before they were entirely ready 
for his attack. It has been calculated that the ar- 
mies of the enemies of Frederic which were on foot 
at the commencement of this campaign, and pre* 
paring to march against him, exceeded "^,000 men ; 
while the force wnich he and his Hanoverian allies 
could brin^ into the field only amounted to 300,000. 
The impenal forces were thus disposed : — Marshal 
Daunt had posted himself in Moravia, wtth a view 
of penetrating into Upper SilesiSi ; Count Kanigsegg 
with a body of dO,000 men was destined to enter 
Lusatia ; Marshal Braun, at the head of a great force, 
intended to march upon Dresden ; while tiie Duke 
of Aremberg, who was stationed near Egra, was to 
join Braun, near Dresden, with a powerful reinforce^ 

* Htartdilfe Ae 1« tOtaerr* fe Sapi Ana, ^m Vroderie JL 
t Leopold Count Dtan was tho first Austrian (eneral opposed to 
PNderie whose milUwy talents appear In any way to have been sueh 
as ts kava rendered Um a wo;thy antagonist of the Prwwian monaich. 
He was of a noble Bohemian fhmily, and was bom in 1705. He served 
first under Prince Bufene, ■commanded with imat dlatiiiction Ummi^ 
Ike aevea vears' war, and dMlldi February, i766. 
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ment. In addition to the armies of Maita Theresa^ 
the troops of the empire, sometimes called the army of 
the circles, were ready to ac^t. At the same time the 
Russians, under the command of General Apraxiu, 
were advancing against the kingdom of Prussia. 
The French with 100,000 men were upon the point 
of invading Prussian Westphalia ; while the Swedes 
meditated an attack upon the side of Pomerania.* 

Under these circumstances the King of Prussia 
detern^ined upon taking the field in the month of 
April. He divided his army, amounting to 110,000 
men, into four corps, under the command of himself, 
of the Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, of the Duke 
of Beyem, and of Marshal Schwerin ; and fearlessly 
entering the kingdom of Bohemia, marched towards 
Prague. He had previously endeavoured to deceive 
the Austrians as to his real intentions, and thus to 
take them more completely by surprise.f With 
this view he had not only taken considerable pains 
respecting the fortifications of Dresden, but had had 
surveys made of different strong camps in the neigh- 
bourhood of that city, in order to induce the belief 
that he intended the campaign to be one of a defen- 
sive nature. These preparations were communi- 
cated to the Austrian generals by the Queen of Po- 
land, and they were in consequence not a little sur- 
prised when the king's march discovered his objects.J 

But in proportion as Frederic was bent upon com- 
mencing the campaign with some brilliant and deci- 
sive action, the cabinet of Vienna were anxious to 
act on the defensive, and thus to give time to all 
their allies to come into the field. Marshal Braun, 
therefore — ^though, as has been before mentioned, at 
the head of a powerful army, — ^more powerful, in- 
deed, than that led by the Prussian monarch— made 

* MQlIer, Tableau des Gndrres de Frederic le Grand, 
t Archenholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Axis.— MQlIer, Tableau 
dea Gnerraa de Frederic le Grand, i 
} Hiatoire de la Gaeire de Sept Ana, par Fradarie n. 
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no attempt to iotemipt the advance o< the latter* 
ThR portion of the PrnasiaU aimy commanded by 
the I>ake of Bevem encountered, however* that of 
Goont Koenigsegg, consisting of 20,000 men* The 
Prussians fomid'them in a strong camis situated on 
the side of a large and deep vallev near Heichen- 
berg; which* on the right, stretehisd to the town of 
Reichenberg, and on the left to the hiU of Gesken- 
burg. The duke immediately formed his troops in 
order of battle; He commenced the attack with his 
cavalry, while the infantry, passing the stream 
which ran through the valley, stomped the heights 
on the left of the Austrians, which were guarded by 
their troopjs. The Iftank of the Austrians being thus 
turned, their whole force was soon thrown into disor- 
der, and fled with great precipitation. In this action* 
which afibrded so good an augury to the Prussians 
for the rest of the campaign* the Austritos lost, in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners* 1280i and the Prus- 
sians only 446. The action of Reich^ibeig was 
fought on the 21st of ApriL* 

Meanwlule, Marshal Schwerin had passed the 
Elbe' at Kdnigshof, and obliged Kcenigsegg; whom 
he found posted there after his defeat* to retire to 
Prague. The marshal, advancing, seized upon some 
very valuable magazines at Bunzlau, and then joined 
the troops under the command of the Duke of 
Qevern. Prince Maurice of Anhalt had already 

ioined his detachment to that commanded by the 
ing in person; and finally, on the morning of the 
6th of May* the whole Prussian army reunited be- 
fore the walls of Prague. Here tney found the 
Austrian army encamped. It was commanded in 
chief by Prince Charles of Lorraine, the brother of 
the Emperor Francis* having under him Marshal 
Braun« Great jealousies are said at this time to 
have existed between the different imperial com- 

* Mttlter. TaMMm 4m GMmi dt Fratoto U Ctoad. 
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mftadlMhi. These had in-evenMihsir iwkmm «4!iiria* 
uiffe of the division of the King of. Prussia's army; 
which would have jpven theii^ had they^ attSieked 
the detachments of it separately o& their nuacoh 
through BoheQiia^ an easy viqtory. This opportop 
nity heing lost^ notihing remained but to comliat on 
equd terms.* 

The forces of the emprees^queen at the battle of 
I^rague, which took place upon the. ^h of Mty» 
and of which 9 relation is now about to bergiveut. 
amounted to about 75,000 men; and those of the 
Prussians wluch were actually, engaged to 68v000* 
When Frederic appeared, the Austrian infantry wa» 
reposing tranquilly in its camp, and the cayaliy was 
absent foraging. TTie latter was immediately m^ 
called ; and Prince Charles prepared his 'army lo 
resist the attaek of the Prussians. The ground b^ 
n^hich the Prussians had to ^vanee against their • 
enemies was verv disadvantageous to them, as it 
consisted of meaaows, or rather morasses, in whidH' 
the soldiers sank up to their knees* The]^, how*, 
ever, marched on with vigour and determination. 
At about one oVslock in/^the afternoon these ob* 
tftacles were surmounted, and the Prussians iR^ere 
ranged in order of battle. Regafdless of the fatigues 
they had gone through, they rushed upon the Aus* 
trians, who received them with a discharge of the 
whole of their artillery. Frederic had given oidera 
that his soldiers should not fire, but come to close 
quarters as quickly as possible with fixed bayonets. 
This they essayed to do, but so tremendous was the 
destruction occasioned by the Austrian cannon, 
which mowed down whole ranks at once, that 
General FouqueU who commanded them. (having re* 
placed General Winterfield, who had;i)eett woundeJ), 
was obliged unwilHngly to vetke.'f 



* Aieheai 
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TH^r l«ft -fl^^taad Mto ^o tsxpooed to the' 
MMny^ fh>m the following (drciimstaiice, Tim 
PrOMlaih ^fiyalnr hdd advanced^ with the infantiy t0 
iMkt^ort lheM>; init Hie codfse of Ihe foitner had 
lM«ii laf t^itlsd by tb6 hmMt^ of the Attatrians t and 
while these were combating the Pnissian infaaiiy 
IM edtttittVrMl to Advance, ^aaid MiaC with the Ihte 
Which hiaaheetiMbtedeseribed.* MaMihaiSdywasiiib 
Who had been Updated ihi the Tear, al thia mpmenk 
tttitad, and aoidng onis 6f the ataadarda beloQguitf 
%o faia ow«i tle^fflent, which *iraa nmniitg away* a£ 
tranced town^ theeftemy* He exhorted* he im^ 
(Rioted the soUfehi to f etsro to the ehargoi miag 
iMtt at thie aame tiihe, <* He ia a coward who reraeeii 
tb fbltow tne.** Tfae-Praaaian uxfantry could not 
Maiat the pet«aattiona df 'the heroic retenOii tha^r 
«if^n tuahed forwanis and^ Iregafdleaaof the oMiideiw 
)btiBi fire of the Anatriaaa, aucceeded ia obtaiBiaff 
poasefsaibn'ef their battery^and tiirataflf it againal 
m fiyrmer jpoM^^sora. Their auoteaa^ howeveiv 
Mui dampbd by the fate ofSiihweria, who feO^ 
{Merb^d ivith thtee halla, and envelbped in the flaf 
Which, in hia hand, had prored the standard ot 

Victery.f 

. Sevetal Prda^ifeih j^enerala followed hia brilUaal 

Mcaihple, chat|g:ing: on foot at the head ef their 
hrigaoea. Among theae was the king*a brother^ 
Prihce Henry, who hitnaelf droT« the enemiea JTrom 
Mie of their batterie&l^ Meanwhile, the Pmaaian 
«^8lfiahry) after an obstinate contest, had completely 
defeated that of the Anstriana; and Frederic, profit* 
ing by these advantages, and especially by the ad- 
vance of the Priusiaa infantry into the centre of the 
Attatrian lines, pnahed forwatd with the troops he 
had in reserve ttirough the opehih^ mad^ for them 
hy their brare comrades; and thus divided the 

* MOlIer, Tabl«Mi tAetChaerrM da fMfeHc to QHoA 

1 Vie de Frederic n. 

i flriBWtfd, TU>tera de te Vie 01 dti R«gn« de Ftaitfle to CbWd 
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fattperiafanny into two disoonnected pacts. One of 
these fled towards Beneschau; and the other, com* 
manded by Prince Charles jof Lorraine, hastened to 
shelter itself within the walls o( Prague. This 
latter force amounted to about forty-eight thousand 
men.* • > 

The yictoiy of Prague cost the Prussians above 
3000 men killed ' on the spot, ^000 wounded, and 
IWO taken prisoners ; but the real loss of the day 
ml their side was the death of Schwerin ; who, from 
ihift acknowledgment of all who knew him« was one 
of the ablest generals of his time ; and possessed at 
the age Of seventy-two all the activity, the vigour, 
and the boldness of youth. Frederic observes, 
While enumerating the numbers killed in the respect* 
fve armies, ** On our sidewe had to mourn the death 
of Marshal Schwerin, whose loss was of more im- 
nortance to us than that of 10,000 men would have 
been."t—" His death withered the laurels of a vie 
lory bought with such precious blood." Afte? the 
battle was. over, Frederic went to see the body of 
Schwerin ; and he is reported to have wept oyer it, 
and to have exdaimed, *'I have lost a father in 
him." The Austrians had 4000 men kiHed on their 
side, 4000 wounded, and near 9000 taken prisoners. 
They lost sixty cannons, eleven standards, their 
i^amp, and the military chest. Marshal Braun also 
was '80 severely wounded in the engagement, that )ie 
shortijr afterward died at Prague.J The King of 
Prussia, during the whole of the action, had exposed 
himself to the hottest of the fire. The battle lasted 

* Arehenholz, Bistoire de la Gnerre de Sept Am. , 

t lliia IdM of Prederic** of the Taliie of Schwerin's •erriaee was bm 
nwrely one that struck him after the loss of that general ; for it is r». 
lated that on a certain occasion, when Schwerin had been appointed t* 
the command of a particular expedition, and was to haw forty tlioi»aii4 
men with him, he came to the king to inform him that he could only 
■lake out thirtjf Uunuand by the list of the troops. " WMJ* itpUtil 
Frederic, " that it forty thotuand^ including yoursOf.^ ' 

X MtUler, TaUeao das Gaerrea d« Fvedsric ta Granc 
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till eigbt o'dfook in the 6veniii|r • and cdnchi^ed wift 
1li6 commeneeinent of the blockade of {'rague.* 
f^irederic wrote that ii^;ht to his mother, the queei^ 
liowsgfer, in these tenuss^ 

"Madwii^ . 

^ My hrotliel' aiid myself ate safe ..and ^eU. The 
A>asfriaii8 stie in a fidr wivjr to Sdako a bad campaif^ 
of it : wMlA 1 find myself fV^e, and at the head of 
450,000 tmiL Add to tltts^ thut we are masten of a 
IdA^dom which is obliged to fttntish us with troqw 
find money* The Austtiahs have be^ disperse^ 
Idee <chaff before the wind* ' I shall send part of mir 
larmy to m^ke my confxpfiinents to the French $ am 
%rith ttie rest t am about t6 parsue the Aiistrians.*^ 

< ■ ' V. . 

• It may be doibtlol whethier the bi^tle of ^ra{m 
irould not have bee6 still more deeisiTe — ^in€lee4 
sufficiently so to. end the war at once<-^hadit not beefi 
for the appay6n% irfflkig drcumstance of there not 
being quite efnongh^r}>onton8iB the Prifssian army* 
That part of it whidi was ooSumailded by Prince 
Maurice 4>f Anhiilt«DesSau ,wiis posted opposite tik 
Pribgoe, on the Other mde of the Muldau* Whea 
tike enemy beg^tn to fly* he decided to throw s 
bridge ^across the river, and thus to uttack them ia 
ihelt rear. But in cobsequenoe of the river bein j 
fewelled with tfome rain which had lately fallen, the 
pontons he possessed were hot snffik^ient to stretch 
entirelv Across it; and he and his soldiers were thus 
OMIged to remain simple spectators of the heroie 
iflee^ of their %o«ntrf>nen* Had this been other* 
Wisev it is probable that oo Austrians would have 
Oscaped tb tell the tsde of tt»tr own defeat^ . 

Th6 porttoli of the Austrian army commaflded W 
Marshal Daun was on its march to join that of 

« 

• Towenta tfe^M^ra of Vriedeirle ttt. f Vfe d* iNw^Bito ll- 

X AnlWDiiolz, Etittoire 6» la Giwrra de S^ Allife. 
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Prince Charles ; but wa9 not able to do so till the 
battle of Prague had effectually prevented the junc^ 
tion. Paun, however, was able to unite with the 
right wing of the Austrians, which had fled to 
Beneschau.* The King of Prussia detached the 
Duke of Bevem, with 30,000 n^en, to arrest the pro- 
gress of paun ; and the latter retreated before him, 
%i the same timex^olledting as many as he coiidd of 
the scattered troops of the Austrian* army.f 

At the same time Fredetic himself proeeeded to 
blockade Prague oh bo^h sides of the river t and the 
two divisions into which his army was thus sepa- 
rated were commanded by himself and by Marshal 
Keith. In four days the whole town was surround^ 
with lines and intrenchments ; and all external 
communication thus cut off. Among those shut up 
"^thin the walls were Priilce Charles of Lorraine^ 
two princes of Saxony, the Prinee of Modena, the 
Duke of Aremberff, and Count Lacy4 

Oh the night of the 33d of May Prince Charles 
made a sortie at th^ head of 13,000 men, for the pun- 
pose of attacking Marshal Keith. He was Jiowever 
Tepulsed, with the loss of 1000 men killed and 
wounded. Upon this occasion the young Prinee 
Ferdinand, brother of the King of Prussia, distin* 
guished himself greatly ; and received a wound.^ • 

The Prussians commenced the bombardment of 
Prague on the 39th of May, and continued it for 
several days; during which time the town was se% 
iDn fire in various places with^ shells and red-hot 
balls. I Towards the end of these attacks the pari 
of Prague called the New Town, uid the quarteir 
Inhabited by the Jews, were a heap of ruins... la 
these conflagrations numbers perished ; either burnt 
to death, kiUed by the shells, or buried beneath the 

* Mailer, Tsbleau des Gaerrea die Frederic le Grand, 
' Hiatmre de la Guerre da 9epi Ana, par FnNlarie IL 
TowerB*8 Membira of Frederic UL 
MOlIer, Tableau dea Guerrea de Fre^eilc l^ ChmdL 
Towen's Memoira of FrederiQ UL 
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ruins of their houses. The Prussiansy in their in- 
trenchments, could pldnly hear during the night the 
groans and lamentations of the unhappy sufferers.*^ 
These horrors were augmented by the famine wiii^ 
existed, and which was so severe that the population 
of 80,000 persons subsi^d upon scanty supplies of 
horseflesh. These privations occasioned pestilential 
maladies, and this scourge also destroyed many.f 
The inhabitants, who now saw before them the altier- 
native of starvation or the general conflagration of 
their city, implored the governor to open the gates 
to the Prussians. But he resisted their entreatieSy 
and drove out of the town 13,000 persons who were 
the least useful for its defence. These were agaiq 
forced back by the Prussian troops, and contributed 
to increase the scarcity of provisions.^ 

In the mean while the orders received by the Ans* 
'trian generals from their court were to deliver 
Prague, at whatever risk that object might be 
achieved. In conformity with these instructions; 
Daun had been employed in collecting reinforce* 
ments for his army, and he soon found himself at 
the head Of 60,000 men. The Duke of Bevemwas 
not sufficiently strong. to make any resistance to 
such a force, .which was three times as numerous as 
his own; and he was therefore obliged to retire 
himself, and to allow Daun to commence his march 
towards Prague. The King of Prussia, alarmed at 
these movements, and aware that, if he did not ar* 
rest the progress of the Austrian general, his forces 
would probably find themselves some momin|p 
8ttacHed,at the same moment, by the advancing 
army and also by the troops who were shut up in 
Prague, determined upon marching to meet Daun^ 



* What a pietnre is tbia of the miaeriea Inflicted by war ! tbe amoaa. 
BMiu of aovereif na, into wbicb tbay ao oftan Ibouf htlaaaly planiallMlf 
•Dbjaeta. 

t Arebenhola, Hiatolre de la Guerre da BepC Ana. 

i Hlatoira 4ala Onarra de Be|^ Ana, par Fradarlo IL 
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and hazarding a battle, ; which, if successful, m^t 
at once determine the fate of Pimxe.,^ 

iPerhaps he trusted too muck toliis own good fiNT- 
tune ana the inyincible.cWacter of his troops, who 
tiacl neyer been defeated since they were led by Mm ; 
but it must be owned,, at the same time^ that in his 
iposition a decisive blow was necessary Ki^oji^ 
delay. For the Rutoians, the Swedes* tK<s Fr^ 
and the forces pf the empire were aU on their 
against him or his territories; and if he gave 
time to approach, not only Prague was lost to hiiQ| 
Ibut his very e;ustenoe as an independent sovereigii 
would have l)een much endsmgered. Under thes^ 
curcutnstances, he therefore collected as many troops 
as could be spared froih the blocksiding army, whicli 
detachment amounted to 12,000 men; and putting 
himself at their head,* marched to unite himself to 
the forces of the Duke of fievem, strengthening 
himself as he i^ent with whatever forces he coida 
CG^lect liis junction with the Duke of Bevem was 
iafiected^ after encountering some difficulties, near 
Kauerzim.f 

On the 17th of June, the King of Prussia,, at the 
head of his united army of 32,000 men, found him* 
self in the presence of Count Daun, who, supported 
by above 60,000, was posted ^^^ KoUn, on th^ 
heights, and having In his front a rugged ravine, and 
some large pieces of water. In spite, however, of 
the enormous superiority in numbers of the Aus* 
trians, and of their advantageous position, Frederi<^ 
resolved upon attacking them. As the front c^ 
Daun*s position was inattackable, the King of Prus* 
aia determined to take him in .flank, and commence 
the contest by an engagement with his right wing» 
Having made all his dispositions with this view, he 
and his troops passed the night under arms. On the 
moroing of the 18thf he found that Daun, who had 

* Hiatoire de U Onnm dtt S«t Ana, per Fraderie D. 
t Afcbanliolc, BIsioUt de la GiMrre ds d«pr Am. 
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become aware of his intentions, bad latered his 
position accordingly. The head-ouarters of Daim 
were placed at the little yillage of Ohotzemitz, on 
an eminence ; from whence having, with a telescope, 
surveyed calmly and attentively the dispositions of 
his enemy, he is reported to have said, ** Upon my 
word, it seems to me ithat the king must lose 
to-day ."*. 

The Prussian monarch, however, persevered, and 
the action vras begun by Ziethen, who commanded 
the Prussian tight wing, and who marched againsi 
the Austrian left wing, commanded by Nadasti. The 
Austrian cannon mowed down whole rknks of Prus- 
sians ; but the impetuosity of the latter was not to 
be daunted^ and they succeeded in driving back the 
Austrians behind the cepitre of their army. General 
Hulsen, at the same lime, with the vanguard* 
attacked the centre, commanded by Danninpersoni 
and, in spite of the disadvantage of numbers, the 
triBmendOud fire of the artillery from the heights, 
and thd murderous discharges from the Croats and 
other light troops, posted &hind the hedses and in 
the ditche^ continued the cqntest with advantage.f 
At this period of the battle the advantages were all 
upon the side of the Prussians ; they had defeated 
the left wing of thie Austrians, and cut to pieces the 
cavalry who attempted to defend itf and Daun, as- 
tounded at their impetuosity and valour, was pre* 
paring for a retreat, when a circumstance occurred 
which entirely changed the fortune of the day.J 

Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, in advancing 
with too little caution^ with part of the centre, had left 
an interval in the line between that and the left wing, 
of which the enemies did not fail to profit. Some 
regiments of Sa^on cavalry, without waiting for 

* *< Ma fbl, U me Mmbl« qa« to rol doit perdra a^}mTdbBi.'*— VfTnjt* 
llTk MemoiMof thoOoaru of Berlin, Dreeden, Warmw, ■nd VleDBS. 

t MOtler, Taltleau dee Guenee de Frederic le Oraod.— Orinon^ 
TaUeea da Regiie de Frederic le Grand. 

I ArebeolkoU, Hiitoiie d« li GfMm d« Sepi Aoii. 
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itdtn, tnilsed into tbft «^iliir, sM Vtmw il^« Pftt»- 
sians into eonfnmoa. In vain did Hul&en tepdat hifc 
ohargfes «dveii timefu Inif^Sn did Frederic expose 
hk own pereon to animate Ine soldiers. Cha)%iM 
Bt their head in itbe post of the most ^fonger, aira 
crying dut, at the seventh ebarge, upon seeing- some 
of the eoldierakisttdratly nhwiliing tomsh i^on cef> 
tain destruction, " Do you expect to live for ever ?"• 
In vaia did the Pra«sian regimenftsy with admirable 
courage and diacipline, form thettxselves into hollow 
^uares, and thus heoome impenetrable themselves^ 
cavse t^ vast' carnage anHmg tneir assailants. Fresh 
reinforoeinents nf eavafay arrived, and tiie Ssxions» 
who burned with ardour to avenge their former 4s* 
feats, fought with a desperate valour, andexclaimed^ 
.while cutting down the Prussians, ** Remember Stri* 
irau."t The 'Austrian arfillerv, during this whole 
time, doing tremendous eflrecution, While that of ftii 
Prussiaas could not be mbule use (bf.X 

At length the Prussians gave way in all directions^ 
and retired. But Fr^rio,'who was equally great 
in a moment of defeat as in that of vidoiy, arranged 
his retreat so ^mirably, thtft he carried off all liis 
baggage and the greater pairt of his artillery ; leaving 
his enemies in eqnal admiiotibn of his courage as a 
hero and his talents as a commander. The right 
wing of the Prussianakmy, which had, in the bisginw^ 
ning of the engagement, repulsed the enemy, had 
prepared to encamp upon the spot, and to oelebraKi 
their victory with rejoicings. Some of the soldier^ 
were actually unsad<fling their horses, when news 
was brought them of the sad fate of their bi«threli 
in arms, and they ako were c^liged to retreat. 

Th^ Prussians lost iti the battle of Kolin ll)00» 
men, killed and wounded. Among these the vnagk 

* VfedeFraforiell. 

'T OtharwlM MU«d tke tatUe of HdhMi-Frtodterff, whtre ttw tHIlM 
arnur of the SaxwM tnd AiMCriaoa Iwd been eompletoly dftltaMd bx. 
FMderIc, June 8d, 1745. 

t ArebenhiUs, Histtiit drfii Guam 4e Sept An*. • . 
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luficent rogiment of gtfurdth amwiitiiig lo^ 1900 mep^ 

was entirely destn>3red. They absd lost forty-three 
cannonSf and twenty<^twp standards* Oa the side 
of the Austrians there were. 9000 men killed ali4 
wounded* and they a^o jost five standards. Marshal 
Daun was ampnff ^he. wounded. The battle of Kohn 
was the first resd reverse sustained by Frederic ; but . 
he had» at leasts the satisfaction, df feeling that the 
error of another had caused the disastrous resuHt j 
wbil^ his Qwn wise aiid Judii:ibus dispositions; both 
lathe batUe.and In the retreat^had been the subject 
of praise by ^1 who witnessed thenu* 

After the battle *;he King of Prussia wrote , the 
following, philosophic^ letter to his friend Lord Ma* 
iischaL;-r" Prosperity, my dear lord, often inspires 
a dangerous confidence.- Twenty-three battaliona. 
were not sufficient to drive an army of OOiOOO men 
£rom their intienchments. Another time we will 
take oiu: precautions better. Fortune has this day 
turned her back upon.nie, I ought to have expected 
it. She is a female, and I am notgallant. She haa^ 
declared herself on the side of the ladies, with whom 
1 am, at war* What say you to this league against 
the Margrave of Brandenburgh ^ How gteat would 
be the astonishment of the great, elector, if he could 
see his greie^t-grandson at War at the same time with 
tlie Russians, th^AustrianSf. almost all Germany, and 
100,000 French auxiliaries. I dq not knpw whether 
it. will be disgraceful in me to be overcome ; but I 
am sure tn^re will be no greisit glory in vanquishing 
tne.^t In the same letter he entered into consider* 
able details respecting the engagement, and praised,, 
in the warmest manner, the valour ana conduct of. 
bis brothers Henry and Ferdinand. 

Frederic retired from the field of battle to Nlm^^ 
bourg; and sent orders to hia troops engaged in thfi 
blpcfade of Prague to raise « the^ siege of that oit}(i> 

* MOUer, Tableaa dei Gmorres de Frederic le Grud. 
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They obeyed forthwith; but were obliged, in their 
retreat, to abandon a portion of their wounded and 
some cannons, which were taken possession of by 
the Austrians.. As soon as the blockading army 
had joined Frederic, he retreated to Leutmeritz, 
where he intrenched himself; and remained for 
some time, recruiting his own forces, and endeavour- 
ing to penetrate the designs of his numerous ene- 
mies.* 

In this liour of misfortune, Frederic also reeeiyed 
intelligence of. a severe domestic calamity which 
had fallen upon him. This wa9 the death of his 
mother, Sophia Dorothea, Princess of Hanover, and 
Queen-dowager of Prussia, to whom he had. been 
always tenderly attached* So uiuch has been said 
of this princess in* the former 'part of ihis work, 
that it is not necessary here to dwell upon her char- 
acter. The passage, in his history of the war, 
which her son consecrates to her memory, will best 
describe his opinion of her, and his feelings at her 
loss: — "The rojrar family lost this year the queen* 
mother. The king received this fatal news after the. 
battle of Kolin, and at a moment when fortune 
seemed most to have declared against the Prussians. 
He was deeply afflicted at. it ; having always vene- 
rated and adored this princess, as a tender mother, 
whose virtues and great qualities caused the admira- 
tion of those who had the happiness to approabh her. 
Her death did not occasion merely a formal mourn- 
ing, but was a public calamity. The great regretted 
her amiable and gracious manners ; the lower or- 
ders, her condescension; the poor, their benefac- 
tress ; the unfortunate, their consoling protectress ;, 
the men of letters, their patroness ; and all those 
who had the honour to approach her more nearly, 
as part of her family, felt as if they had lost a part 
of themselves, and were much more unhappy at the 

* HOUfT, Tibl«Mi 4m CNHRMde Fndnrlo lo QmA 
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Tlie defeat of the Pnuwians at Kolin was the 
iAgaal which seemed to rooae the fonnidahle les^gse 
that sought his ruin at ^acp huto actire exertion* 
Bven tiie Aulis Council of the empire aurnor^ itseUT 
against him* and declared that he had kfa^y fai- 
leited all his dstaimons* 

While, as if to assist lir the c^rryli^ into efSset 
this decree, the French under the comnrand of Mar* 
chal d'Esti4es .took po»sas8ioB of WeiMpbatia.; the 
Uttssians under Apnucin invaded Prussia ; the Piance 
of Soubise, at the head of another French waay^ 
muted himself to the troops of the empire, lor the 
imrpose of entering Saxony ; and the Swedes paraed 
the Baltic, with a view of attpcktjur PoBieran]a*t 
Iht armies of the Ki^g of Pmssia had bi^en so much 
4iBiinished 1^ Hieswoniy hy diseases, by desertioB^ 
and by the necessity of keeping large garnsons in 
the fortified towns ; that it is calculated, that at this 
critical moment of the contM;-the whole amount 
of his disposable force did not exceed 80^000, to re- 
sist the aggressions of aiiove 400^000!$ 

At this time the confederates against Frederic 
were undouhtodly convinced that'a ve^ short period 
would suffice to theiti to annihilate their enemy; so 
H ^ok ened was his power, and bo deserted his con- 
4i(len. Uns feeling of eonftdence of success was 
tiQcuntly express^ by a Catholic preacher of Nnrem- 
lierg. A body of 1!ie' troops of the emphw, intended 
to act ag»il8t Prussia^ had been raised In that towny 
and were exerdsed and discipthied by the bishop in 
^rson; ^md one of his efaaplains, preachiRgtofnem 
flrom ^le pulpit, and wisbing to animate fheir coura^, 
«xelauned with more zeal than religion, **The vie* 

* Histoiiede la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederie H. 
t AreheiiliolK, Biatoire da la GiuBa daSeytAM. 
TMSHtt^l) ~ ' ' ' - - 
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\oty cannot bat be .ours ; for, besides that our atmj 
is most powerful, we have many holy champions 
with us ; the pope, the most'Christian lung, the holy 
Roman empire, and almost all the sovereigns of 
Europe. But the Protestants, who hare tney to 
support them ? No one, except the King of Prussia 
and the good Godr* 

The prospect before the King of Prussia was in* 
deed frightful ; yet he still preserved unimpaired that 
courage and Judgment which were more than ever 
necessary to support' him tlurqugh his dangers and 
trials. In a moment, however, of despair, the 
thought of putting an end to his own existence is 
said to have crossed his mind. At least the testi- 
mony of Voltaire, and a lopg copy of irreligious 
verses addressed by Frederic to the Marquis d*Ar* 
gens, would seem to favour the notion. The 

im to D^Argens commences with the foUoiving 

** Ami, to wnt en fl«t ietM ; 
Las de plier dan* Iwortone, 
Sous le joaf de I'edTenflM, 
Jaceoaieto tolert|M aml^ ^ . 

Qae la nature notre m^re, 
A loea Jours rempUs de mladre, 
A daiga4 prodiguer par UMralit«.''t 

But a very long poetical epistle, filled with m3rtho* 
logical metaphors and historical allusions, was a 
singular preparation for suicide ; and it is therefore 
undoubtedly more probable that his intentions upon 
the subject were not of a very fixed or settled kind* 
We are the more warranted to think this from tiie 
circumstance of his having written. a poem, full of 
heroic sentiments and determinations of resistance, 
at the very same time* to Voltaire. It concludes 
thus— 

* vie de Frederic IL 
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** Tbltain dans son haiinltag» 
Dans no pays* dont Th^ritaga 
Est ton antique bonne-ibi, 
Feut se llTrsr en paix A la ympOL dn Baga,' 
-Dont I^latoD tiovs marque la lot 
Pour inoi> menaci dn naufhige, 
Jfe dois en aflftontanltToraga, 
Peaaar, Yirre, at moorir en RoU't 

Voltaire, after giving^ a long^ extract from the copy 
of verses to D^Argeos, remarks, ^ He sent me a 
copy of this epistle written with his own hand. It 
contains many hemistichs stolen from the Abb6 de 
Ohaulieu and from me. The ideas are incoherent, 
and the verses are generally bad ones; but there are 
some that are good ; and it is a great deal for a king 
in the state he was then in to write an epistle of two 
huiidred lines."J 



CHAPTER in. 

nnr^ Prvaaia^a Moyaments— Hia Condoet to Ma Brother— Campafgfi 
orthe Hanoyerians— Battle of Hastenbeck, and ConTention ofCIoster- 
Beyera— Tbe Russian Army enters Prussia— Battle or Jajgemdorff— 
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laTage .the Prussian Pmvineea— General' Haddick oecnpiea Berlin— 
Coinoat of Gorlitz, and of Barsdorf-^Baltle of Roabach— The CahUnal 
Da Tenein^B unaucoesafld NegiAiationa. 

As soon as^the plans of the King of Prussia were 
arranged,' he broke up his camp at Leutmeritz ;^ 
and (hviding his army into two portions, confided 
one to the care of his brother, the hereditary Prince 
of Prussia, to whom he gave orders to march into 
Lnsatia; while, heading the other himself, he 
marched it into $axony.| Frederic experienced no 
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difficulties in Iiis mavchf beiag fefiow«d only fay an 
army of observation, tmder the command of Nadasti* 
The Prince of Pniasia was not so fortunate r he 
was pursued by the army of Daun, to 'which had 
now been added the troops comm'aoded by Prince 
Charles of Lorraine ; and they succeeded, not only 
in harassing hin^, but in taking the town of Gabel 
befoie his eyes> and without hu being able to suc- 
i^our it. This exploit was performed by the Duke 
of Aremberg;, at tne head of a detachment consisting 
of ^^,€00 men* General Putkammer, at the head ox 
IdOO men, made a gfallant defence, but was at length 
obliged to capitulate.' 9y this loss the Prince of 
Prussia's communication with Zittau; where were 
the magazines for provisioning his army, was cot 
off. He was also obliged to take a more circuitous 
and dangerous road through the mountains, in order 
to arrive at Zittau; and before he got there the 
Austrians under Prince Charles were Sready in pos- 
session of it, and had reduced the town to ashes* 
Meanwhile, the prince in his march was perpetually 
harassed by the Austrian light troops; and wae 
finally obliged to direct hie course to Bautzen, in 
order to obtain his supplies from D'resden.l* 

At Bautzen he was met by his brother, with his 
part of the army. FVederic was so incensed at the 
losses sustained by the Prince of Prussia, whidi he 
attributed entirely to his negligence and incapacity 
— and they were, perhaps, partly attributable to 
these causes — that he would not speak to hiDi4 
The prince thus relates himself what passed upott 
the occasion. 

*' At ten o'clock the king arrived at the right winy 
of our camp, and marked out where he wished tiia 
l^gimenta be had bvought with him to be placed* i 
mounted my horse and went to him, accompanied 
by the Prnee o£ Beveni,the Princeof WurtembNBrg, 

* HiMoln d0 la Guerre de 8ep( Ane, Mr FiedBite D. 
tViadiStetelelL 
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,flnd the principal' generals. As saon as the kiBj 
saw. us he turned away his horse, and remained 
quarter of an hour in that position. At length I 
went up to him to pay him my respeets. He dSd 
not say a. word, nor condescend to look at me, and 
hardly took off his hat. The Prince, of Bevern and 
the other generals were not better received. Soon 
afterward, he called the General Qoltz, and said to 
bim, 'Tell my brother and his .generals, that if I did 
my duty I should, have all their heads cut off.* I 
also learned that the king' had forbidden that jany in- 
tercourse should take place lietween his own regi- 
ments and those, under my command; on. the pre- 
text that my officers and my soldiers haul lost all' 
courage and all ambition. He also lient away the 
General Schulz, i^hom I had sent to him for the 
countersign for my army ; and when I went to hin^ 
myself, to take him the lists and the report of the 
troops, he took them from me without speaking, and 
then turned bis back upon me. After this unworthy 
treatment I took the rescdution of quitting the camp, 
and of going to the town of Bautzen. F wrote the 
next day the following letter to the king >^ 

«* My dear Brother, 
^ t Your letters to me, and still more your reception 
of me yesterday, make me sufficiently aware that, in 

?our opinion, I have lost both honour and reputation. 
'His naturally affile^ me, but will not overwhelm me, 
as I do not feel that 1 have the least reproach to make 
to myself. I know that I have not acted from caprice, 
and that I have not asked the advice of unwise per- 
sons ; but that I have done all that I thought in my 
conscience lyas best for the army. All your generals 
will, I am sure, do me this justice. I fear it would be 
useless for me to ask you to examine into my conduct ; 
it would be a great favour to me if you would ; there- 
fore I do not expect iU My health hais been injured 
by my fatigues, and still more by vexation. I have 

£ d 
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ttKieibte fone (o Mge ui tine town for fhe purpose 
of pecPTena^ myself. 

**I hBtt bejpg[ed tfaePfificeof Beven to make te 
you the tapOfitM. of the umy ; he eaa explain to 3ron 
every thing. Be assured, my dear brother, thai ill 
igpite of the miafortonea which overwhelm toe, and 
which I have not merited^ 1 shall never cease to be 
attached to mjr country ; and as a faithful subject of 
It, my joy will be perfeet when I shall bear of the 
ks-ppy suooess of your enterprises.' 

^ The king sent me the following answer, written 
with his own hand :-^ ^ 

ft 

'^ * My dear Brother, 
'^ ' Your bad conchict has greatly injured my affhirs. 
It is not the enemies, but your ill-concerted mea^ 
sures, that do me harm. My generals also are iflh* 
excusable, whether they gave you bad advice, or 
only suffered you to come to such injudicious reso^' 
lytions. Your ears are (mty accustomed to hear 
the speeches of flailerers. Jkitm did not flatter y oU| 
and you see the consequences. In this sad situa-' 
tion, it only remains for me to make a last attempt. 
I must hazard a battle, and if we cannot conquer, 
we shaH at least sfind an honourable death. I do 
not complain of your heart, but of your incapacity, 
and of the little judgment yon have shown in mafc- 
ing your decisions. He who has not many days to 
live cannot dissemble, i wish you a better fortune 
than I have had ; and that the evils and misfortunes* 
into which you have fallen may teach you for the 
future to conduct important matters with more 
care, reason, and resolution than you have hitherto 
done. The greatest part of the miseries which I 
now apprehend come only firom you. You tend 
your children will suffer even more from them 
tlott I ahalL Be, however, convinced that I hare 
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always love4 yoii, and that wkh tiiqaa smitiineiits I 
flihall die.' 

*' I thought it better not to make any answer to 
this letter; but I cequestedf through Lieutenant* 
cobnel Lentuhis, to be penaitted to go to Dresden* 
The king answered, * I might do as I pleased.* *** 

T(ie Pnnea of Prus8ia.upou; this .retired from the 
army ; and afterward went to BeiHn, his iM-other 
having agnified to him his iinsh that he should go 
there ; adding, ^ Let him go and get chiidren ; he is 
fit for nothing else.** Thus eoncliided the military 
career of William Augustus Prince of Prussia, th« 
ffrandfather of the present ^vereign of that country. 
He died the following year; and- his death is said 
to have been, if not caused, at least- accelerated, by 
grief at the manner in which his brother had treated 
him, and the public disgrace and degradation he had 
inflicted upon him.t The harshness and cruelty of 
Frederic to his brother upon the occasion just re- 
lated were, undoubtedly^ inexcusable ; and especially 
as he himself^ in his own letter, eiq[)re8siy allows 
that the jfaults. and errors of the pnnce were not 
^ose , of intention. 

The Hanoverian allies of the Kix^ of Prussia had 
been so unfortuhata iil their campaign this year, 
that they were in ,no condition to render any assist- 
ance to him in his difiteulties* Early in the monUi 
of April the French hadrtitken possession of the 
towns of Cleves, Wesel, and Cologne. They then^ 
advanced, under the command of Marshal d'Estr^es^ 
as far as Munster. The Duke of Cumberiand, who 
commanded against them, and who had assembled 
ius forces aX Bielefeld, was forced to retreat to Her* 
ford. The French, upon this, took possession of 
the whole landgraviate of Hesse-Cassei, and pursued 
the duke, who, finding a battle inevitable, halted at 

* Ttmvnfm M«lMir»or Piwterte IIL 

t TUebMOwSomafliBi te Vlagt Aam^ S«joiir A BuHimt 
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Hastenbeck, and made the necessary |>reparations* 
The engagement* was not of a very decisive nature; 
though the victory undoubtedly must be awarded to 
the French, as the Duke of Cumberland retreated 
from the .field of battle. " What," observes the 
King of Prussia, ** wassingular and remarkable was, 
thac the Marshal d*E8tr6es was recalled foY having 
gained a victory.** This was occasiohed by a court 
intrigue, in Order that the Duke of Richelieu might 
supply his place, -who was a favourite of Madalne 
de Pompadour, the mistress of the King of France.f 
After Hastenbeck, the campaign of the Duke or 
Cumberland was one series of faults. By his rapid 
retreat, he left the whole country at -the mercy 
of the French. Hanover was takea possession x>f 
by the Duke of Kichelietf, whose extortions and 
cruelties were more worthy of a barbarian con«» 
queror than of the general of a civilized nation. 
Tie French army continued their pursuit, the 
Duke of Cumberland still retiring to the north ; tiH 
at length he found himself so blockaded by his ene- 
mies, and -so completely separated from succours 
and resources of all kinds,, that he was forced, on 
the 8th of September, to conclude with the Duke of 
Richelieu the disgraceful capitulation which is 
known by the name of the Convention of Closter* 
Severn. By the principal article of this treaty, his 
troops, whether Hanoverians, Hessians, or ^runs« 
wickers, were, disbanded ; the two latter returned 
to their own homes; while those of Hanover, it 
was stipulated, should reniain inactive at Stade.t 
This a^eement was concluded by the medis^ion 
of the t)ount Lynar, the minister of the Kipg of 
Denmark ; at the instigation, as it is supposed, of 
George the Second of England (though ne after- 
vard disavowed it), who was anxious, at any loss 

• 

* July 96lh. 1757. 

t Histoire de la Guerre de Sept AiMf per Frederic 1L 

t>relMQlMlCi BiMoin de Im Qaerre de Sept AM. 
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•C Iranovr ur eredit, to prenerre his aniij, which he 
thought the bohlness of hie son wou)d hazard the 
loss of. As sooQ as the conventioii was arranged, 
the Duke of Comberkuid returned to England.* 
Thos were the French left free to pursue whaterer 
•ourse of Dpevations they preferrea ; and. they im-* 
mediaitely prepared, in coinequence, to inrade the 
Mincipalsty of Halberstadt. This expedition the 
bake of Richeliea intended to dommand in person « 
at the same time despatching the Prince of Soubise, 
with Sd^diBO men, to ErAiit, to Join the army of the^ 
circles, conunasded by the Prince of Saxe-HUdbourg* 
liauseOf and to act with them. 

The amiihilatioa of the army of the Dnke of Cum* 
berland wste a most gricTOUs blow to the fottuiies 
of the King of Prussia, as it threw the whole weight, 
of defendiBg the western part of his territories upon 
his own troops, who. were few iQ number and obliged 
to be still fizrther weakened, in order that a sufficient 
garrison might be placed in the important fortress 
of Magdeburg. 

On the eastern frontier of the King of Pmssia's 
dominions the Russians had collected a force, 
amomiting to 190,000 men, under the command of 
General Apraxin. To make head against this mul* 
titade, Marshal Lehwald wits stationed in the pror- 
face of Prussia, at the head of only 93,000 men. 
The Russians invaded the prorinee, and earned 
desolation wtierever they^went. They took Memel, 
and obliged Lehwald to retreat from the camp of 
Insterbourg, which he. had fortified.f The King of 
Prussia, however, who felt the necessity, even 
under the disadvantage of the enormous disparity 
of numbers, of taking decisive measures to stop the 
progress of the Russians, had encouraged Lehwald 
to hazard a battle ; at the same time leaving him 
at liberty to act as he thought proper* Thus incited* 

* Memaira Inr Honee Walpote Ewl of Orfonl. 

t MOUet Tutoaa dM GiMrrai d» IVfderic le Grand. 
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and also feeling that if he did not strike the bloiT at 

oiice the Russians would inevitably, obtain |!K>88e8« 
Bion of Kosnigsberff, in which were the Prusnan 
magazines, Lehwald determined at once to attack 
the enemy in their camp at Jegerodorff. This 
combat took place on the 30th of August. In ita 
commencement, the valour of the Prussian cavalry 
overthrew every obstacle, and repulsed that of the 
Russians ; bqt the infantjy of the latter, being so 
infinitely more numerous' than that of the former, 
was enabled to retrieve the fortune of the day. Fi- 
iialiy, the loss on the two sides was nearly equal; 
that of the Russians being 6500 killed and tvounded, 
and that of the Prussians 6700. The latter, however, 
lost some cannon. The action must be considered 
a drawn one,* for though Lehwald retreated, he was 
not pursued ; and the conseauence of the engage* 
ment was the evacuation of Prussia by Apraxin, 
with the exception of the fortress of Memel.f 

Marshal Lenwald pursued him to the frontier, and 
then marched back to Oppose the Swedes ; whose 
army, consisting of 17,000 men, was commanded by 
Baron Ungem Sternberg. He found them in pos- 
session of part of Pomerania, and of the to^ns of 
Anclam and Demmin. The General Manteufel, to 
whom Frederic had confided the defence of the 
province, was not sufficiently strong to resist their 
enterprises ; and the whole of Pomerania seemed 
destined to fall into their heads. But the arrival of 
Lehwald changed the face of affairs. He retook 
Anclam and Demmin, and drove the Swedes back 

* Lord CibettertMd, in a letter to hlp son, tbm eomments rery justly 
npon this encafemeiit :— " Tbe late action between tbe FrueaiaDs and 
Biisaiana has only thinned tbe buman apeciea without fiTina either 
party a Tietory. which is plain by each pany*s claimiof it. Upon ny 
word, our species will pay very dear fbr the qnarrels and ambidon of « : 
ftw, and those by no means the most valuable part of it. If the.oianj 
W0rs wiser than they are, tbe fbw must be quieter, abd would, perhaps 
be Juster and better than they are." 

f HIsioire de la Goenre do Sept Ana, par Fredaito IL 
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to Stralsundy where, not thinking themselves in 
safety, they finally took refuge ip the island of Ru« 
gen. In this short expedition Lehwald took 3000 
prisoners. . It was said of the Swedes upon this 
oceasion, in allusion to the secrecy showed in their 
invasion of Pomerania, am^the dastardly rapidity of 
their retreat, that ^they had entered that provmce 
like foxesy and had quitted it like hares.*** 

But though the Russians and Swedes were thus 
repulsed, the other enemies of Frederic were in the 
very heart of his dominions. The Duke of RicheUeu 
Was employed in ravaging the Prussian provinces* 
and in committing cruelties on them at which hu- 
manity shudders ; and which have not only attached 
disgrace to himself, but have also left astain upon the 
fair fame of the French nation, similar to that which 
the devastation of the palatinate, under the reign of 
Leyris the Fourteenth, had previously inflicted upon 
them. On the other hand. General Haddick, de-» 
tached from the Austiian army in Lusatia with 
4000 men, ventured as far as Berlin, and laid that 
town, which was without fortifications, Under con- 
tribution. He was, however, soon obliged, by the 
approach of Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Desaau, to a 
somewhat precipitate retreat.t 

.Frederic, in order to offer' resistance to so many 
enemies at once, divided his army into various de- 
tachments^; and as he could not bear remaining on 
the defensive, he sent the Colonel Mayer to make 
an incursion into Franconia, and to threaten the 
town of Nuremberg. After levying considerable 
contributions, and taking many prisoners, he re- 
turned unopposed. At the- same time, he determined 
himself to march against the united army of the 
Drinces of Hildbourghausen and Soubise. He left 
Marshal Keith on the frontiers of Bohemia to watch 
Kadasti) and passed into Saxony, intending by the 

* TowenCs Memoirs of Frederte III. 

t AfdMBliolXyHisMirtdolaQiMmdeBepI 
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way to gtvebattle to Prince Charles of Lorraino, 
near Witgeadorf. Aa, however, he (bund hial post 
tion unattackaUe, he abandoned the care of obeerving 
liiBi, and of coverings Silesia and Lusatia^ to tht 
Duke of Bevern, and proceeded. hieMielf against itm 
united army of France and the empire^ which waa 
encamped on the bank of the river Saale* At tho 
approach of Frederic, the .opfiosing army rstreated 
to. £isenach; and frona thence was purswsd by Inm 
as fdjc as Erfurt and Qotha.* 

The Prince of Lorraine, who waft anxinns to 
profit by the superiority of his forces ovpr those of 
the Duke of Bevern, lost no titoe after the departure 
of the King of Prussia in planning and erecu^mg at* 
tacdis upon the Prussians. On the 7th o^ V/^mber 
he sent Nadasti to attack that part of the Prussian 
army which was posted near Oorlitz, un the hill 
of Holzberg. General Winterfeldf advanced with 
his corps to the assistance of the attacked, and 
Was killed in the combat. After an ohstinate re» 
mstance^ the Prussians were obliged to yield to 
forces which' were ten times more numerous than 
their own ; and Nadastt took possession of the Pros* 
nan post*! ^ 

The Duke of Bevern was compelled soon aftev 
this to retire into Silesia from want of provisions ; 
and placed himself near Liegnitz. Prince Charles 
endeavoured to impede his march by posting himself 
in his way, on the road to Breslau. The two armies 
began cannonading each other on the 18th of Septem* 
her, at the village of Barsdorf, which was occupied 
by a part of the Pruss^n army. The village was 
biumt ; but the Prussians, under Prince Francis of 

* MiiUer, Tftblaaa dos Gtterres de Frederie leOnnd. 

t General Winterreld wis an officer of merit, to vthom Frederic mm 
■nwh atuebed. A short time belbre tate death, the king, in takinf !«■«• 
of him, made «se of tin fbUowinf Haltering expiiMioaa :—** Mf dMt 
Winterfeld, I had almost forgotten to give yon yoar inatrQctioiii. Tbtf 
eonaiat of but one articIe—Pnaerre yowaeirfiir my aaka.* 

X MftUer, TihlMa iteChMma da IM«ieto Onnd. 
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Brunswick, kept their groond. As it wfeus become 
obvious to the Prussian general that it would be 
impossible for him to reach Breslau without fighting 
a baftle, his whole attention was directed to the 
manner in which he might fight it with as little disad-* 
vantage as possible. With this view, he strength- 
ened the garrisons of the town of Silesia, and march- 
ing towards Breslau, planted himself in an intrenched 
camp behind the little river Loh, immediately oppo« 
site to the spot occupied by the troops of the em- 
press-queen* The latter were encamped near Lissa ; 
and Prince Charles found himself so strong, being 
now reinforced by the Bavarian and Wurtemberg 
troops, that he was enabled to detach Nadasti to 
besiege the town of Schweidpitz, while his light 
troopMB laid the whole of Silesia under contribution* 
Li this position the opposing armies remained for 
some time. 

The King of Prussia had heard, during his pur^ 
suit of the combined army of France and the empire, 
of the incursion of Haddick, and his detachment to 
Berlin ; and with a view of catting otf his retreat, 
he marched into Lower Lusatia, leaving Marshal 
Keith, who "was now stationed near feipsic, to 
watch the motions of the two princes. General Had- 
dick had the good fortune to escape the army of 
F^deric ; and the latter, on his return, found that 
the Prince of Hildbourghausen, who had separated 
himself from SouMse^ had obliged Marshal Keith to 
retire within the walls of Leipsic, and had even 
summoned him to an immediate surrender. Fred- 
eric delivered Leipsic, and obliged Hildbourghausen 
to retire behind the Saale, and reunite himself with 
Soubise. Their army had also been reinforced by 
a detachment sent them by the Duke of RicheUeu, 
so that their united forces now amounted to 70,000 
men. This formidable body of troops was encamped 
near Micheln, having been obliged to retreat from 
Mersebourg and ll^issenfels by the Prussians, 
. VoL.n.«^F 
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wbo hud taken possesiicni of the hitler tcmiif and 
iir it 300 prisoners. On the 3d of Noteraber the 
King of Prussia passed the 8aale» and encamped 
near Braunedorf; hie. army now amountinK« after 
he had received' reinforcements from HaSe and 
Mersebourg,^ only 90,000 meii. His intention was 
to attack the enemy ^e nextitay ; hot the combat 
was dels^ed till the dth, in^consequence of the Prince 
of Sodbise having changed his ' position during the 
night This obliged the Prussians qibo to change 
theirs, ai^d to fall back upon the village of Bosbaehi 
which thus g^ve its name tooneof tbe inoertro*' 
ntaricable battles of modem times.* ' 

As soon as the Prussian army was drawn out ia 
order of battle, the king is aaid to have addressed 
his soldiers in the following words 4-*^**^ Mv dear 
friends, the time is now arrived when ^ that is» 
and all that ought to be, dear to us depends upon ou< 
conduct Time does not permit me to msKe you 
a long haxangue, nor would it be of any use. Yon 
an know, that there is lio suffering, no labour, 00 hun- 
ger, no cold, 1^0 watching, no danger, however great 
It may have been, which I have not hitherto shared 
with you ; and you now see me ready to )ay down 
my life with you and for you. A114 ask in return 
is, the same ple^e of affection and fidelity which I 
give. Here let me add, not as' an* hociteaient to 
your courage, but as a testimony of my , own frati« 
tude, that from this hour till yon go into winteiw 
ouarters, your pay shall betloubled. And now, my 
friends, kit us advance to the C9mbat with ^couragte* 
at the same time putting our tmst and C(Hifidenee in 

God.»*t 

This short speech produced a great effect upon 
the troops, and was received with the loudest aeela-r 
mations. 

TTie object of the combined aimy was to enveloj^ 

* Towen'M Hemoln of Fradericr tit 
tii«L«-Vie4»FMOTknb 
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the PfiiMtaiw, and to cut of their retreat from 
iPfeMwf^U* Witk this view, while a deiachmeot 
mi^ the oommBnd of the Count de St. Germain was 
stationed in front of the Prussians to arouse them, 
the great hody of the troops filed off behind these, 
and tried to enciraie the. I^russi^n left wing* Fred- 
m» remained iranquil, and allowed the Prince of 
Sonbise to approach; then, leaving some battalions 
to oppose St. {Glermain, he snddemy made a retro- 
ft^ade moTSinent to the left, with, the view of attack- 
Ui^ the flank of the French. This demonstration 
was taken by the latter for a retreat, and they there- 
lore only hastened their, march, in order entirely to 
flarround the Prussians. But in the midst of this 
giamriiTmi General Seidlitz, whose cavalry had been 
eoneeaied by a rising ground, fell upon their riffht flank, 
threw them into disorder, and pursued them flying for 
m cooMiderable distance, Thev strove to rally them- 
selves, hilt another sudden shock completed their 
defsat. The French generals then attempted to 
arrange their infantry in order of battle, but the well- 
directed ^fire. of the Prussian artillery threw them 
into disorder, and prevented their forming. At the 
aanie time Prince Henry of Prussia fell upon them 
with eight battalionsj while, some squadrons of cav- 
aiiy also char|[ed in their rear. Tney fled precipi- 
Mely. .. In vain did the Prince of Soubisje bring up 
the cavfdry of his right wing, and' his reserve to 
prOitect the infantry $ the Prussian cavalry again 
worsted them; and Soubise and Hildbourghausen 
were obliged to fly,, without having ever fairly been 
able to dr^w out their troops in order of battle. 

A feeble resistance was attempted by a corps of 
allied troops stationed near Braunsdorf.. But the 
King of Prussia having* opposed to them some of 
the batctaliops of his second uhe, they also fled. The 
t^russians pursued the flying army as long as light 
was aflprped them ; and then returned^ and passed 
the night' noder arms ou (he field of battle* The 
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combat obIjt lasted two boi)ra,*-fhMii three in the 
afternoon till ^ye ; and never was rout more com- 
plete than that of the allies., The loss of the Pni»» 
sians only amounted, to 600 killed and wounded; 
among the latter were Prince Henry and Genend 
Seidlitx. On the other side the kiUed and wounded 
were 3500 ; eleven generals and 0390 metk wero 
taken prisoners: seventy-one cannon we^ also 
taken.* General de Revel, the brother of the Duke 
of Broglio, died of his wounds at Mersebourg'tbe 
day after the action. Among other trophies, of the 
battle, a great many decorations of the cross of St 
Lewis were taken, which the Prussian soldiers at- 
tached to their button-holes in derision.f Voitaiie 
says of this little, ^ It wais the most inconceivable 
and complete rout and discomfiture 6f which his- 
tory makes any mention. 30,000 French and 90,000 
imperial troops were there seeii making a disgrace- 
ful and precipitate flight before five battalions and a 
few squadrons. The defeats of Agincourt, Creasy, 
and Poitiers were not so humiliating.*^ 

Frederic gave orders that the wounded among the 
prisoners should be treated with the greatest hu- 
manity and attention. He weiit himself during the 
night to visit the officers, and to offer them any 
comforts or assistance tl^ey inight require ; and be 
said to them, at the same time, wjth great kindnes^ 
^ I cannot accustom myself to consider the FVendi 
as my enemies.** All the other officers of distiihe- 
tion who were taken prisoners he^ invited to sup 
with him. He told them he regretted he could not 
offer them a more splendid entertainment; "but| 
gentlemen,^ said he, ^ I did not expect you so soon« 
nor in such large numbers.** 

The next day the pursuit was renewed, and the 
allied army was discovered at Eckersberg, having 



* VladoFniderien. 
Towen*ii Memolra of Frederic m.— Vie de Fraderle IL 
lUoMirM poor MTvir i U Vie de M. do Volialn. 
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Kacbof the Pmfiians they again fled, Icsavhig be- 
4 ^em all tbeir baggage, and whaterer artillery 
' tilfty had s^ved fribm tbe root of the preceding day ; 
. #pd ao greait was their terror, that the^ did not eoa- 
trem ihemaaltes m safety till their different de> 
lachnaeats had scattered themaeWes through Fraa- 
«0Dia» Hease^ tower Saxony, «id even biytmi the 
Rhine. The panic they suffeMd under, as laell as 
the mismrles they endtared in their flight, itoi^be 
^ged of by the foIlQwing ei^lract of a letter^ wntten 
ty an oifteer who was in the battte and in the retreflt, 
•tod daled two dava after pie fbriner event >^** We 
Jiave hiet all oiir oaggage and artillery, andjit leant 
10,000 mon. We niarched the whole aigiit^ and 
paasrag tha river at Fnbourg, arrived at Etaiaraberg 
at aix ill Ihe mommg. At two o^6loek ift the after- 
IMOn the fieldNBMmhal (Prince of HiAdboiirghau8«n) 
and Prinoe Qeom (of d'Af matadt) jowed ua« Vtuiy 
hdd httdiy eat down to dinner wImb we perreivad 
the enemy at our heels, who eaARoaadad us hnddgr ; 
tnd as our army was not got together, nothing waa 
kft for us bm to retreat. Having again marched aU 
9df^9 W0 entved. at last at Erfurt, where w% now 
are, in want of every thing, ihough we am ralhar 
better off than before. It is now eiglit daya since 
our aien have had bread. They have lived upon 
lumipa and ladishea, which they dig out of Ite 
oarlh."* 

Marshal Keith writes thus to his brother^ I^ead 
Mari8<^ial, after the battle, in which he hineelf hoae 
apaft>^ 

^ , « AlMMtenrg, Otb N««MBbtr, J747. 

^ As I loiew that Weidmannf had written to yoi* 
my very dear brotfier, the day after the battle, aad 
tuit oonaatvmi^ V^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^® aoquaiotnd 

• TfMWi^s MwtMlpp of FrtdmUUL 
t TIm Mcncary of tho inanlwl. 
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with -ray health and safety, I fhoogfat yon vmdi 
pardon me if 1 delayed a ItfUe writing to you. We 
naye honoured the late affair with the name of a bat- 
tle, though it >ira8 really nothing but a rout Tlie 
enemies wished ta attack' us, but we were before- 
hand with fthe^o. By the rapidity of our move^ 
ment^ we were enabled to attack them in the fiank« 
while they were marching. Their cavali^ suitained 
the first shock, but was soon overthrown. Their 
infantry did not do its duty well, but fied pfecipi- 
lately after thitee or four discharges from ovr bat* 
laiions on its flank. . After this it was, in fact, onty 
« flight and a pursuit, which lasted till dark nigbU 
You may judge by this that the loss has not been 
great On our side, about 100 men killed, and d35 
wounded. The enemy may have loet 1000 men 
killed, but we have taken at least 4000 imsoners*;* 
and if the darkness: had not favoured them, their 
mrmy must have- been entirely destroyed ; for we 
drove them from within a league of Mersebourg io 
tile river Instrut, where there is only a single bridge, 
over which they defiled during the whole night,^ in 
order to place themselves in safety. We have taken 
mora than sixty pieces of their canjaoUf many stand* 
ards and colours; and generals, dukes, marquises, 
and counts in plenty. We have especially taken a 
great many of the Swiss, who do ^ot seem to be 
such good runners as the French, fikich was gene* 
rally our battle. When I have read the accounts 
of It which will be printed, I will erase all the false- 
hoods on both sides, and thus make for you a true 
account, which will be only for yourself and for our 
ffood chancellor; for one does not write the truth 
for the public. Prince Henry is wounded with a 
musket ball in the shotdder, but as he has no bones 
broken there is no danger. Be assured that this 
Ikmily can never last, if the war continues ; they 

* Th« mtndial puts bis own loii,uid ilUtiWMr* tfaal oftlie alllMjeoA* 
itdmUriflOlow. 
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«ipo8e tliNiltelvM too much. The, king wast the 
other day, in a J^ace of greater danger than any of 
hie generala. For this time he escaped, but the 
next he may not be equally fortunate ; and a catas* 
trophe may happen, the very thought of which 
nakor me tremble* Adieu, mv dear brother. My 
health is still good, in spite of the fatigues we un« 
deigo."* . . 

The battle of Rosbach was considered, even fay 
the Germans^ who were the enemies of FrederiCf 
a» a most glorious national event; and howerer 
politically they might ^approve of the result, they 
felt equally proud of their superiority as a nation 
over the French. It is said that a common feeling 
of this kind even existed between the German aoU 
tliers in the two rival armies, who could not, upon 
this occasion, be -brought to consider themselves as 
really having a separate interest. Thus it is related, 
that during the combat (and instances of this kind 
might be multiplied) a soldier of the cavalry regi* 
meat of Seidlits was upon thie point of seizing u^n 
a Frenchman, when he saw behind him an Anstriaa 
cuirassier, whose lifted sabrs was about to cleave 
his head: " Brother German,^ said he, ^let me take 
Ihis Frenchman.** — *^T^c him,^ replied the other, 
and lowering his sword, rode off.t 

Another anecdote of a dififorent kind m^ be worth 
relating, from the singular readiness of comidiment 
displayed in it by a common soldien Frederic, ui 
crossing the field of battle, saw a single French 
grenadier resisting three Prussians. He stopped 
the combat, and turniog to the man said, '^ Did yon 
think yourself invincible T— ^' I should, sire,** replied 
the soldier, ** if i fought under your orders V*t The 
news of the event of Rosbach occasioned the death 

* Extnetod ftom th« MS. OonwpoadeoeeorFMd-nianlM) tiMtU 
t V|« de Fredflrie O. 
^ iAi«i«iiteli.HMatra4*teGMmd*0iptAjWi 



Df an lifeconclleible enemy of tlie Kkmptfmmnm 
llie Queen of Poland, daughter of iW £iiipeior 
Leopold, and wife of Angmltis the Tbird^ r«ctmd 
the news before retiring to reelal night, and was 
Ibund dead In her bed the next momiiig* She had 
been hi a feeble state of health fot son^ tioui, and 
intiefa wnm %y the misfortones whkih had be&lfen 
her husband's house ; but the sudden snapping of 
4he thread of life was attributed to this final blow to 
' her hopes and expectations^ 

Toltaire relaiee an abortife attenpt at aegotta- 
tion which took place about thte tiaw betwaen 
France and ProBna, or raiher, betfwaen the Oaidiaal 
Tencin,hiih8eH;and the Margrai^ine of Baiailh. Aa 
il came to nothings it woald hardly be worthy of 
mention, were it not for the quaint and amusing 
manner in which it t» related, by Yoltaln^ himseff 
in his own MemoirB. VoMaave Map&un to hmre 
always had a fancy to make humelf ^ jioiitieBl per* 
eom^ by means of obecam negotkitioiis ; bat, upon 
the present oecasion, he professes, to have bemiled 
into It in order to plague the Cardnial de Tends, a 

SrollSgate ecclesiastic, who had baea dJacrBi^fted by 
is connexion with ^e Missiasippi scheme of Law; 
and who had, upon a pveriousoccasioa, uisidied 
ToHaireae he passed through Lyom^of trtudilie 
was archbishop. 

« The fhtal day of Roilndti,** says Yoltaha, «« made 
all France fnurmur ^inst the treaty which the 
Abb4 de Bemis had made with tiie court of Vie«ia. 
The Cardinal de T^ncin, archbishop oC Lyons, had 
|Ri&served his rai^ of minister of stat^and a pfivata 
correspond^oe with the King of Ftanea* He waa 
more opposed than any one to.1^ athaace with 
AusMa. He had given me a reception lat L3rona 
#lth which he meet hare known I was any thing 
hut satisfied. However, the anxiety to intnguct 
which pursued him in his retreat, and which* aa 
they 8ay» nerer abandoaa man wtia Iwra faaea in 
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office, led bim to connect himself with me, in order 
that I might engage the Margravine of Bareith to 
enter into negotiation with him, and to intrust the in- 
terest of the kin^ her brother to his hands. He 
wanted to reconcile the Kinjg^ of Prussia with the 
King of France, and thus to bring abotjt a peace. It 
was notdifficult to induce the Margravine of Bareitht 
«iid the 'king hit brbther, to enter into this ^nego- 
tiation i and I undertook to do it with the .greater 
pleasure, because I saw there was no chance of its 
TOtmate success. Th^ Margravine of Bareith wrote 
for her brother; and it was through me that her 
letters and those- of the cardinal passed. I had the 
Secret satisfaction Of being the go-between in this 
great af&ir; and, perhapB, another pleasure, that of 
perceiving that my cardinal was preparing for him- 
self a bitter disappointment. He wrote a fine letter 
to the King of France, in sending him that of the 
margravine ; and he was quite astonished when the 
king answered him, very dryly, that the secretary of 
state for foreign aflfairs would acquaint him witli 
his intentions. In fact, the Abb6 de Bernis dictated 
to the cardinal the answer he was to send : this ait- 
awer was a decided refusal to enter into negotiation* 
He was obliged to sigh the model of a letter which 
the Abb6 de Bernis sent him. He sent me this sad 
despatch, which concluded the whole transaction; 
and he died of chagriii at it4n about a fortnight 1 
have never exactly understood how people die of 
▼exation, or how ministers and old cardinals, who 
have sudh hard hearts, have yet enough of sensi* 
byity.in them to be killed by a little mortification. 
My mtention had been to laugh at him, — to mortifv 
bim ; but not to cause his death.*** 

* Ittmoirei oovBflrrir A la Vie deM; de VolUum. 
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CfiAFTER IV- 

CSMMMtMAMI t€ tlkti B U tit ^ RfQriMf|lr**BMVtWin- T^Wpil AMI* 
BMtnded by Prioce Ferdinand at Bnmvwick— Hi« ]ioveineat»->Tk» 
9V«ii«lir lay waaie Gartnany-^Doleor RidKlteu oblifed to r w i ea i^ 
FMadtofi pf PrioM HBHry and 9t Mantel. ITrtiiii Wiliiiiiilain 
taken by tba AwtrisiMi— Battle «r Breala»— CiqA«M of BivalaiQ** 
Battle of Llaii Ptnilan retaken by the PraMiam — Alto LeifUlt*^ 
Coiwla^on. ar tte 0— ipaip>— miiteie P<to4 bfCwafaB rniaala aat 



Ths immediate consequence of the Tietoiy of 
Rosbach was the resumption of anns by the mno^ 
verian troops who h^d been obli^ to remain inac* 
live ever since the disgrace Ail capi^ulatiqn of Clotter* 
Severn. Whetl^er they, or rather their rulers, wer* 
justified In , abanddning that convention upon the 
ground that it had been previously violated by the 
cruelties and extortions* exercised by the Duke of 
^Richelieu u{)on the electorate of Hanover— whether 
abp their interpretation of the same convention, 
which was a very di0erent one from that put upon 
at by the FVeuch, was the true and fair one — must 
be left to the discussion of the learned in treaties^f 
The French remonstrated, and the Hanoverians re<* 
plied; while at the same time they prepare^ their 
army for resistance. It may, however,, be fairly 
doubted, whether any attempt to evade the conven-* 
tion woidd have taken place oct the part of the latter^ 

* When (he Bake of Rididiea retorted to Puia after thl» eMEi|Mdfi^ 
h» employed blmseir in boUdioi: a luuriona imvllloii in lila gaideik 
The piiblie, aware of his piUi^ of the eleetorate, ehrielened it **La 
Pavilloo d'Hanorrot'* aod it retained the name till the Freoeh leYolaiioii. 

t A oontemporaty wiriier oalls thetntVaetion of the convention, ** This 
BOloiioQa breach of fUtb— a mmrament to Aitore poliiidana In how aboR 
a apaee of time a treaty may be commenced, concluded, disavowedL 
made adTantafo Ql^aad Tialattd.'*— MMooin by Hoiaoe Walpole, ShI 
#f OrfML 
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had It nDt btt« for ^e oppottanity aflofded-IO' rdlM 
tiie q«Mtion by the tiolory oC Rosbaehy and the est 
treme aaaciaty of (deorge the Seoond that his eleo* 
torete ahoold no toiiger oonlmae is the handa of his 
etieaiiee. By this ahoitMHghled poliey trf the Kinf 
of England he involved himself again in active wai$ 
wbefe^ if Hanover had reaMined aa e depoaite in 
the haadA of the French, '^Gr^at Bntam would have 
saved about 2(MM0y000 of amney^ together with the 
lives ol. her heat soldiers; and Weatphaiia would 
have continued to miioy the Uettings of peace."* 
To tiM Kiog of PiUBSia^ however, tins step, which 
he had sp-aied-uo persuasions to encourage the King 
of Eagtand toy was one of greai advantage ; first, 
from its enaUihg him to madoe head forthwith against 
the Quke of Richelieu; and eeoondly, as engaguig 
Sngland still note and mors on. hia aide in the 
quarreUf ^ 

The Hanovetian troops were placed imder the 
oomntaad of Piince Ferdinand of Brun8wicfc4 who 
ussembled them near Stader George the Second, 
who did not wish to confide another army to hia 
aon, had requested the King of Prussia to allow 
Prince Ferdinand to enter his' service. To this the 
latter readily consented, though his own army thna 
lost an able and distinguished generaL^ The King 
of Prussia also left his brother Henry at the head of 
e cordis of 15,000 Prussians to Msist in resisting the 
French; and he sent Man^ial Keith to make an ia^ 
eursion into Bohemia, by the way of Toqplitz, while 

*SinoUett'f Hiscory of England. 

f TawtTte9 Memoin of Frederic fff . 

i F0rdifl«Bd» Prince of BnoieWk* Betvm, ww bam 11 A Jamuif^ 
17SL He entered the Pnusian service at tbe age nf nineteen, and As- 
tingsished taimaeirgraatly in tbe early campaigns of Frederie ih» Second. 
BabifUlnil nnitary eainer denad^hUMacfeDyetn* ivmr, atthefon- 
dbtma^t ivWeh he teft (be eenma^Ml of a nuineioas amy m poor la 
Ibmuie aa when be received it He was viituotts, hftanane, genemu^ 
■nd tnily fetighms; though bis reUgion was, perbama, too mvch tinged 
wtib the myattcism which is emaikncn Annd hi niiMiy. Ho dM 
Sd July, 17«. 
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l|a himself dew to the assistance of Sflesia. Several 
actions between detached parties of the French and 
HanoveHan troops took place, in which the latter 
were always successfal, and thus hj degrees ob- 
tained possession of Lnoenbtargh, Zell, and part of 
Bnuwwick. 

Th^ ciruelties practised by the French in their re* 
treat were worthy of their .former baifoarous acts. 
On leaving the town of Zell,* they reduced the 
suburbs to ashes, plundered the refst of the nouses, 
and finally burnt the Orphan Asylum,^ a&d in it, as it 
is said, a considerable number of the helpless chil- 
dren.^ It is pleasing, however, to reflect, thafeven 
in these extensive devastations practised l^ the 
French army in Germany, some brilliant examples 
of humanity, rare exceptions ft is true, were to be 
found. It IS recorded of the Marquis d^Armentieres, 
that having taken a considerable town in the terri- 
tory of Hanover, and the inhabitants imploring on 
their knees his clemency ; he answered them, ^ I 
am not, undoubtedly, come here to do you any good ; 
hut be assured I will do you as little harm as I can.**t 

llie Duke of Richelieu now took up his head- 
quarters at Hanover ; from whence, however, he 
was driven in the early part of th^ winter. He 
soon afterward left the army ; and his successor in 
the command, the Count of Clermont, was obliged 
to pass the Weser, then to abandon Paderbom, then 
to quit the country of Hesse, and then to evacuat<« 
Wesel. Thus were the French driven from post to. 
post, and from town to town ; till at length, before 
the commencement of the next spring, they were 
obliged to pkice the Rhine between them and their 
enemies.^ ' 

The ill success of the French at this period waSp 
undonbtedly, very^ much to be attributed to the state 

* Towem'f Memoira of FMderf e IH. 

t Arelmnhnli. Histoirede Is Gneire de Sepc Ani. 

i CUnottd, TfeUeni da Bcgne d« IMm te (ansd. 
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of inflnd^ofdinaCimi, miseiy, and de«titati<m of their 
armj. Their previous generals appear to ha,ve 
tlMvgbt of nothing but pillage.* When the Count 
of cSn-monty who was a (wipce of the blood, took, 
ttie eommandy he wrote the following description of 
his troops to Lewis the Fifbeent)^: — ^''^I have found 
file annj of your majesty divided intb. three very 
differeilt corps* The first is above ground* and is 
composed of robbers and marauders, who are besides 
in rags ; the second ja under groimd ; and ,the third 
Is iti' the bospiffais. Would your majesty wish ma 
to bridig back the first, without waiting till the two 
tatter are able to rejoin itr^f Prince Henry o£ 
Prusma had asusted the Hanoverian army in com^* 
polling the French to evacuate Hanover ; but when 
ne saw this aeeomplished^ he retraced his steps^and 
returned to -Dresden, to defend Saxony ag;ainst Ihfi 
Austrians and the army of the empire. 

The nature and result of the short expedition eS 
Mortal Keith ipto Bohemia,' already alluded to» 
will be best understood in his own words^ He thus 
writes to Lord Marischal : — 

" Cbemnitx, 5tk Deeember, VtST, 

**I atn returned this, morning from my course 
into Bohemia. My campaign has been very short, 
and yet I am very well contented with it : having 
executed every thing I had proposed to myself both 
by destroying several large magazines belonmng to 
the enemy, and also by drawing a corps of from 
14,000 to 16,000 men of the enemy to waids my side, 
by which I have delivered tiie kins from them, and 
thus favoured his projects on Silesia. I can say 
with truth, that this campaign has been a virgin one ; 
for on my side there has not been a drop of blood 
tfpilt,jand very little even on that of the enemy; but 
they were in a dreadful fright at Prague ; for, from 

* LattuM da Blarqni* d* MontalMnbert. 
t.Arcb«BbolXr Bistoixe de la Gwrre da Seat Aas. 

Vol. II.--0 
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the thomenti passed the Egra at Budin, the mhi^bil-' 
ants fied from the town. My march has also been 
a pretty rapid one. I set off from beyond Merse- 
bourg on the 17th of last month. I have been within 
four ihiles of the walls of Prague, and now here I 
am come back again. I can at the same time assure 
you that the troops are not iqore fatigued than if 
they were Just come out of winter-quarters."* 

Frederic was not greeted with good news on his 
arrival in Silesia; for shortly after he entered that 
province, he received the account of the fall of the 
town of Schweidnitz. Prince Charles of Lorraine 
had sent the General Nadasti with a strong detach- 
ment to besiege it, and the latter after a. siege of 
sixteeii days had taken it by assault ; the Duke of 
Bevem having been unable to succour it. The gar- 
rison, amounting to 6000 men, were taken prisoners. 
Nadasti then returned to the main body of the Aus- 
trian army, which was encamped within sight of the 
Prussians in the camp Of Betlem, close to Lissa, and 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Breslau.f 

Prince Charles and Marshal Daun, whose army 
amounted to 90,000 men, while that commanded by 
the Duke of Bevem did not exceed ^3,000, were 
anxious to put an end to the contest before the ar- 
rival of the King of Prussia, who they knew was on 
his march. Thev therefore commanded -an attack 
upon the intrenched camp of the Prussians. The 
heavy arHilisry taken possession of at Schweidnitz 
was made use of for the* purpose of forming the 
breaches. Five attacks were made simultaneously 
upon five different parts of the camp ;> but the prin^ 
cipsd one was directed against the Prussian centre, 
and was effected by the Austrians having thrown 
bridges over the little river Loh, which defended it 
in front. In vain Prince Ferdinand of Prussia and 

* MS. Cknrespondenoe ofFleld-maTslial Keith. 
I ijchenhobi, Hittolre de la GoBire de Sept Ann 
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the soldiers under him performed prodigies of yalour ^ 
and the other Prassian officers also distinguished 
tiiemselres by their conduct and their cmirage : the 
numbers of the combatants were too unequal. The 
Austrians gained grocind at all points, and the loss 
of the Prussians was tremendous. Night put ^ stop 
to the combat, but not till in most parts ofthe Prus- 
sian army it iiad become a retreat. Profiting by the 
darkness, the Puke of Bevem rallied part of his 
army in the suburbs of Breslau. Meanwhile the 
left wing of the Prussian army had alone been some« 
what more^successfuL Ziethen, who commanded 
it, had repulsed with success the reiterated attacks 
of Nadasti, till night separated the combatants. 
This disastrous battle to the Prussians was fought 
on the 22d of November, and has heen called the 
battle of Breslau. The Austrians lost 1600 men 
killed, and 4600 wounded, and four cannons ; the 
Prussians lost 1200 killed, 6000 wounded, 3600 pris* 
oneins or missing, thirty-threo cannons, and fire 
standards. - ' , 

.The. Duke of Bevem deemed' his army, weakened 
by these great losses, so inadequate to resist the 
continued attacks of the Austrians, that, he aban- 
doned his camp during the night, and marched 
through Breslau to the other side of the town, in* 
tending to go and meet the King of Prussia. He 
was, however, himself, two days afterward, taken 
prisoner by some Croats, whom,/ in the darkness of 
early morniofi;, he mistook for his own soldiers ; 
and Ziethen, in consequence, took the command of 
tiie remains of the army, and proceeded in tibe direc- 
tion of Glogau, to unite his troops to those of the 
king.* 

Immediately after the victory of Breslau, General 
Nadasti summoned General Lestewitz, the governor, 
to surrender Breslau; and the latter was compelled 

* MOUer, Tableau daa OoerrM de nrederie to Grand. 
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to otiey. Tli0 cmptore of Brealan, by the Aostiians 
affiirded to tiie bishop of that city an apportunitj of 
eitiibitui^ the blackest in^rratitacfe towards the 
of Prussia.' The name of this prelate was Schi 
gotch; and he ^had been promoted to the bi^pprie 
b|f Fredefio, who had also conferred upon him the 
title of prinee, ^vea htm ^e onder of the black 
eagle, aiid rfiown him fayoar4uid kindness in every 

Ksikie way. In re(nm for ^ese hene&ts, the pre* 
!, mbetk the Austriains obtained possession of the 
town, Tolimteered to be the first pesson to take tfcs 
oalJli V aDenrianee to the empress-^uemi; and then, 
to piove his sincerity, he took off his Prussian ordei:» 
and IramfiM it under foot. When Fredertp regained 
poasesskm of Breslan, the bishop eadeavourad to ex* 
euse his conduct, but the king spumed his tPBaefaery, 
and exiled him. He went first to Y ienaa^ and after* 
ward to fteoie ; twt the jreputation oT his base in* 
gratttud^ preceded him, .and he was everywhere 
ittceivied as he merited.* 

Thus, by the time Frederic arrived in Silesia, ha 
-fo«nd. nearly liie whole province renamed to the 
obedienee of the empress-queen ; his anny defeated 
aad dispersed $ and his enemies in the full ezpecta* 
tfott of amfihilatiog him and his power withont 
further delay or trouble, 'fh^ monarch howey»r 
Foee, as umal, superior to his- misfortunes. In ham 
maich he drove the Grenends Maichal and Haddiek 
out of Lueatia; surprised at.Parchwitz a detach* 
ment under the command of Genersl Gendorf ; took 
possessfon of the Austrian magazines of piovisiomi 
at Neumark-; and having oollected the scattered Wp 
mains of the Duke of Bevem*8 army, which, how* 
ever, he obliged to encamp separately from his own 
victorious troops, for fear of their communicating 
to them their own despondeney, placed his camp 
new Breslau, on the side of the town towards Lis8a.t 

» ArohMiliol:^ Hittoire de la Onerre d0 Sopt An*.— Vi» de Fk«deile IL 
t Arobeolials» IIIatoirB d« Is Qnerre d» flcv^ Aak 
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He arrivBd iTi this latter position 'on the 4th of 
D^ember, 1757, iBind forthwith summoned his prin- 
cipal officers to him. When they were all assembled 
he ntddr^sed them thus : — =" My friends, to-morrow 
I intend to offer battle to the eneniy. As the success 
of the campaifi^n depends upon the fate of this en«r 
gagement, andas it will also decide to whom Silesia 
18 to belong, I have sent for you to tell you that I 
reckon upon each of you doing his duty as well as 
he is able. I expect also from each of you, at his 
post, the greatest attention to the commands he may 
receive ; and that von will give to the soldiers under 
you an example of courage, daring; and intrepidity;- 
in short, that y6a will each of you advance against. 
tiie enemy in the firm resolution either to conquer 
or die. If you all follow my own intentions in this 
particular, we are sure of .the victory* J am well 
ayrare of the strong and weak points of the enemy, 
and I will therefore place every corps so that it may 
fight with advantage. It will therefore only depend 
upon yourselves to combat with bravery, an^ to give 
(Ht>of8 of that ancient Prussian valour which ani- 
mated your antsestors. Let any one of you, then, 
who hesitates te sacrifice his blood and his life, retire 
BOW,- lest his timidity should infect others. If he 
will now come forward, I will give him his dismissal 
without difficulty or reproach.** Here the General 
Rohr was 60 much affected as to burst into tears; 
upon which the king turned to him, and said kindly, 
•* My dear Rohr, this docs not regard you." One of 
the officers, then, speaking for the rest, said, ** None 
but a coward could hesitate. * We are all ready to 
sacrifice our lives for your majesty." 

Upon this; the king, evidently much pleased, con- 
cluded his address with these words : — ^* I see there 
is no one here who is not animated with an heroic 
eourage. I shall, however, should any person fail in 
his promise or his duty, be sure to remark it; for I 
flhaJl he in the front and the rear of the army ; I shall 

GS 
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fly from -one wing; to the other; and no squadran 
and no company will escape my obaervation. Those 
who act well I will reward with graces and favoura^ 
and will never forget thera..< But ahotald my ono 
ctiahononr himself in any way» let him taxe caie 
never to appear agaioJbefore am.'** 

The next dayf Frederic foood himaclK in presence 
0^ the Aastrian army>' eonaisttng of 90^000 m^; 
ndiich, confident from its late successes, bad ad* 
Tmced to meet him. Although the army of the 
King of Pmssia did not amonnt to sbore 30,000« ho 
determined not to refuse the combat . He ther^&re 
caused his tnx^ to advaaoe. . The Pirtissian hno* 
aars began the battle by overcoming the vanguard 
of the imperialists, commanded by the Saxon Genet* 
lal Nostitz, whom they took prisoner* T|iey X\am 
dbtained ^ssessioa of the heights, aiid thereby 
masked the movements of their awn troops. Prince 
Charles, deceived by these demonstrations, anS 
thinking his right wing menaeed» proceeded to 
strengljien it. He had hardly done so, when F>ed« 
eric, who had made his dii^K>sitions unseen, suddenljr 
attacked his left wing, in vain did Prince Charles* 
when it was too late, endeavour to prolong and 
strengthen his left wing; Ziethen, with his cavalry* 
acting m mpport of the Prussian infantry^ threw it 
into complete disorder. At the same time the Jiiag 
of Prussia placed heavy cannons in fpnt of his van^ 

Gard, which mked the whole Austrian line from 
t to right; wlnle his oenire continued to advance 
against the Austrian right The Anstrians wero 
thus obheed to change their position, and to brhi|^ 
forward their right wing, while the left Ml back in 
disorder. Thc]^ now formed themselves on the 
heights of the village of Leuthen, from whence, after 
a long resistance, they were diiven by the centre 
and left wing of the Pnisaians. In this attadL (ho 
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Jung's guaHs diatifligrashed ttan^elvei i^thfi fse* 
quency iOiid Tigour ctf their eharfes. 

Tovvds the end of tbe di|y, the Pnieeiiu) Geneial 
Piieaen r eee»yed o.rdem tp charge the unemy* with 
the pavalry of the ieft wixig wider bia epminaaAt 
At the same moment, the dragoons of Bareith 
attacked the ftuak ^ the right wing, which still kept 
its ground behind the village of Leathen. These 
aimStaoeoos roove M W Bto weiie crowned wittr tlie 
most coa^pie^ success ; toA ihe-hattle of the plaiaa 
Oi laasa ended iii the complete and entire defieai pf 
the Ajistiiafets* The Paniwians lost upon this oe«»* 
akm 5000 mexx killed and wonnded; while the ensa* 
aMMis k»aes of the Austrians aaaounted to ^7O0» 
Of these 7400 were hilled and wounded, and 31,B0ttf 
AS weU ae three generals, were taken prisonets ; U7 
Otoinons and fifty-one staadanls also fell into Ite 
hands of the victors.* When the combat was coiip 
eluded, the King of Prussia-cast his eyes oyer the 
Seld of battle, which was covered with the dead aiod 
dying, and exclaimed, while his eyes filled wiA 
tears, " When, pb when will my miseries cease 1" 
He passed the night on the plain of Lissa, and oo 
the spot where had previously been the head-quartei!a 
of Priooe Charles* He was told of the maiqr 
insultiiig things that had been' said by the Austriaaj 
pf him and his small ^rmy. '^ I*pardon them readily,*' 
said he, *" the follies they may have uttered, in con^ 
aideration o( thorn they- have just committed.*'! 

7%e following accounts of the battle of lissa ana 
given in letters*! written by Prince Henry q[ Prussia 
and Marshal Keith; neither of whom, it is true^ 
were present at it, hut both of whom must have had 
peculiarly good means of beoomin]^ acquainted witili 
i6s detaila. It is also somewhat oirious thus to havis 

' ^43rtimMi4.'n»W«Mi4u ae|pMoFi«d«rioI«Giwd^1ffincr,T«N«ia 
aw Qverrw d« Frederic )e Oraxkl 

I Vie de Pnderie II. 
Sxtnelad Iron Um MB. GonreepondflMe tt lltU^aanii«l ft4lh» 
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an opik>rtanlty of comparing the relations of such 
eminent contemporaries with those that have come 
down to us from other sources. The letter of Prince 
Henry is addressed to Marshal Keith f that of the 
marshal to his brother Lord MarischaL ' 

"Leipile, Hth December, 1787. 

"Sir, 
'* The relations I have received^of the engagement 
of the 5th are as follows: — The enemies were 
posted beyond the river of Schweidnitz at Weesser* 
naving the village of Leuthen ei^actly at their cen- 
tre. Our army was formed in two lines, and the 
eavahy on the t;wo wings. Six battalions were 
posted on our right, to cover the right flank of our 
cavalry. Eight or ten battalions of our right com- 
menced the attack upon, the left wi^gof the enemies, 
where were the troops commanded by Nadasti, and 
those of Wurtemberg and Bavaria. This wing was 
taken in flank, and while they thought we should 
attack their right wing. ' In consequence, all their 
batteries were ranged on that side, and it was neces- 
sary for them to change them, whicli they coi^ld not 
do quick enough ; and thus our troops had time to 
beat them before their new batteries were formed. 
At the centre, near the village' of Leuthen, all our 
army was exposed t6' their ifire; however, our right, 
which had completely turned their left, ^decided the 
affair in our favour. Our cavalry is not much talked 
of, but I hear great praisies of my hussars. Two 
generals were taken prisoners, and 160 oflicers ; and 
some say 14,000 and some 12,000 men, and 130 can- 
nons. General Ziethen has pursued them, and taJcen 
3000 of their baggage-wagons, and a great quantity 
of ammunition. Our loss amounts to t)etween 4000 
and 5000 killed and wounded. Breslau is occupied 
by six battalions of the enemy, and some battalions 
of Croats. I should think, though, that by this time 
we were masters of it. 
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^Kere you hav8,B]y daar raacsbal* the (aitbftil 
relation of all I have heard respecting this eyenfrt 
from which I conclude that fortune, which has lately 
tossed us so much about, has not entirely turned 
her back upon us : I therefore still hope our affairs 
maygooaweU. 

'*I shall be charmed to send you good news as 
often as I can.; and the intenest you take in all tiiat 
concerns us will render me, the more anxious to give 
you all the |>roofs possible of the esteem aad Ite 
niendship with whic^ I am, 

•*Sir, 
•* Yow very devoted 

** FacM tmd senrant, 



•« My dear Brother, 
'* We give batUes here aa elsewhere people give 
operas ;. thene have been three* in the last month* 
of which we have lost one a^ gained two ; but tbs 
last appears, to me decisive in our favour. I .caa 
assure yon, that Arom all tiie aecounts I have seen» 
the losaof the enemy has been immense.. CannonSf 
eouipages— all is taken ; aad in troops, either kiUed* 
taken prisoners, or deserted, they must have lost at 
least 20,000 men. There are, besides, nine battalions 
and many wounded ahut i^ in Breslau, who it is 
impossible thoiM escape from us. Luchesi is 
amoQg them, who vras wpunded in the first battle* 
lost \>y the Prince of Bevem; twit which was not 
very fatal on our side, as our killed and wounded 
did not exoeed 1800 men. General Ziethen is still 
employed in pursuing the Austri«iifi,ajid has written 
word to the king that he has found the greater part 
of their heavy artillery near Strehlen, and taxen 
possession of it; ,but we do AOt yet know whether 

* Botbacb, BrNlai^ and }Mm» 
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it is that belonging: to their army, or that which 
they made use of at the siege of Schweidnitz. la 
short, the victory is complete; and costs us^bb I 
hear, about 4000 men.*' 

The day of the battle of Lissa, Ziet^en and La 
MottC' Fouquet advanced in pursuit of the fugitives 
as far as Sara, and on the succeeding ones pursued 
them as far as the frontiers of Bohemia; taking 
daily^. multitudes of prisoners, and baggage of aU 
kinds, and militanr stores.* ^o great had become 
the panic and confusion of the Austrians, that during 
the pursuit a cornet of Ziethen's regiment, having 
with him only ten men, took prisoners, disarmed, 
and brought to head-quarters a party of 100 Aus- 
trians. Por this gallant action he was promoted by 
the king to the rank of captain, and received thte 
order of merit.t 

On the 6th of December Frederic invested Breslau; 
and as soon as the heavy artillery arrived from 
Neisse and firieg, began to batter the town, regard- 
less of the severity of the season, which was pecu- 
liarly rigorous. In the course of the attack, a shell 
set nre to a magazine of powder under the rampart; 
a bastion was blown up and filled the ditch; and 
the 4;omipandant, General Sprecher, fearing a gene- 
ral assault, surrendered the tpwn, and hinl/self and 
lus numero us garrison prisoners of war. This event 
delivered into the hands of the Prussians thirteen 

fenerals, 700 officers, and 17,536 soldiers prisonera 
'orty-four cannons and four mortars were also 
taken.^ 

The surrender of Breslau took place on the 19th 
of December, and on the 28th the Austrians gave up 
liiegnitz, which they had fortified very strongly. 

t Bifitoln de U Guerre de Sept Am, par Frederic II. 
T Towert's Memoirs of Frederic m. 

i Mailer, Tableau des Guerres de Flrpderie le Gnrnd-^Hlitoin de li 
Ctawrre de Sept Ane, par Frederic H. 



1758,] LIFE QF FREDBRIO n. 8d 

fhey also aoandoned the whole of Sileaia, except the 
fortress of Schweidnitz, which th^ Prussians con- 
tinued to blockade during the winter. Thus con- 
cluded the campaign of 1757, one of the most event* 
ful of ail those waged by Frederic, and in which the 
h9pes his numerous enemies entertained of annihi- 
lating him were raised to the highest pitch. But 
although they had driven him to risk his fate in 
eight battles, and more than a hundred partial 
actions, they failed in their object. He was re-^ 
served for further trials and further glories. Vol- 
taire, in summing up a sketch of the campaign of 
,1757, and speaking of the prowess of the King of 
Prussia, says, ** Even Gustavus Adolphus nevet did 
such great things. One n^ust, indeed, pardon him 
his verses, his sarcasms, and his little malices. ^All 
the faults of. the man disappear before the glory of 
the hero!"* 'Frederic remsuned during the winter 
at BreslaU, which he conceived to be the fittest spot 
for makings preparations for the campaign which im- 
pended over him. 

Various circumstances at this time concurred to 
strengthen the bonds of ynion between the KingB 
of Prussia and England. Mr. Pitt had obtained pos- 
session of power, with the place of secretary of 
«tate in the latter country, in June, 1757. His 
commanding abilities and comprehensive views 
iifused vigour ;into the British cabinet. He saw at 
once the necessity of supporting Frederic, and forth- 
with acted upon it ; and it was at this time that he 
made use of the well.>knoWn expression, '* that 
America was to be conquered through Germany."! 
At the^ same time, the victories of the Prussian 
monarch had- rendered him so popular in England, 
that his birthday was kept with honours similar to 

* M^oires pour terrir A la Vie de M. de Voltaire, 
t Memoira by Horace Waipole, Eari of Orford.— Archeaholz, Hi« 
loin de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
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those ih isse fbr tlie sor&reign of the eowitry^ llie 
streets were illuminated for hi» yictories, aod his 
fHredses were sounded in both houses of parMaraenU* 
So great, indeed, was the enthusiasm in his favoinri 
that it was proposed to radse subscriptioiM for him, 
to assist him in carrsring" on the war ; and a maiden 
lady of Salisbury actually remitted to hhn by hfet 
banker 1000/. as a present.f The result of these 
feelitigs and opinions on the pai*t of the people ^d 
the government of England was ft fresh subsidiary 
treaty entered into with him, and approved by par- 
Hament; by which Great Britain was bound to 
Itnnish him yearly with a subsidy amounting* to 
^0,000/., and to send an army into Germany. 

But though England was become more friendly 
to Prussia, the enmity of the rest of Europe to warol 
that power was by no means diminished, r Fred- 
eric therefore deemed it necessary to employ 
the commencement of the year 1758 in negotiatiojis^ 
by which he hoped to detach a portion at least of 
that gigantic and hostile league ^hich was stil 
banded against him. In conjunction with his Bri- 
tannic ally, he endeavoured to neutralize the hostility 
of Russia. But the influence of the cabinet (k 
Vienna at Petersburg was too strong for him ; and 
the Empress Elizabeth continued still to be biy 
bitter foe.J The Chancellor Bestuchef, who in- 
clined to peace, was disgraced i and General Apraxhi 
was arrested, on account of his iietreat firom Prussia* 
Bestuchef had been originally, as has been before 
stated, a decided enemy to Prussia. He had, how- 
ever, changed his views upon this -subject, in order 
to please the great duke, afterward emperor, who, 
as well as his wife, was favourably cnspoaed to 
{Frederic. It was in consequence of his measures 
and orders that Prussia had bteen so much spared 

* AJimitP* Utfera. f Ctoiit]caiaiHilli«ttlii»Mrl1WL 

t MOlkr, IWmui dM 6a«CTM de Fndmrta to CMaA ' 
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during the last campaign. Finally, tl^e two em* 
presses, the court of France, and that of Poland be- 
came more united among themselves, and more 
hostilQ against Prussia than ever.* 



. CHAPTER V. 

inUfary Proceedings dnring tbe Winter— Campaign of 175S— fioceeaaea 
of Prinee Ferdinand -^ Army of the Cirelea-^Frederic takes Sehweid- 
qlt^oFrederic decei^ea Daun,. and entera Moravia~He be a iegaa 
(Mlmutzr— Lettera of Maraha) KeitlH-Tlie Fnuaiana retreair-Fred- 
eric marcliea against the Rosslana— The Swedes raTage the Praaafan 
Tnritoriea— Buniing of Gastrin IQr Ccnint Fennor— Battle of Zoro* 

. docT— The Boafiana retreat. 

The plan of the King of Prussia for the ensuing 
campaign was to withoraw his troops from Prussia, 
which province he considered foo distant to be de« 
fensible ; to commence hostile operations in Sileeda, 
before the Austrians could repair their losses, or the 
Russians pass the Vistula ; to retake Schweidnitz ; 
and to besiege OUmutz, which had been made the 
principal station for provisioning and arming the 
Austnan armies.f \ 

In the depth. of winter, Count Fermor, the new 
Russian commander, invaded Prussia at the head 
of an army consisting of 110,000 men, took posses- 
sion of the whole country, and obUged the inhabit- 
ants to take tLe oath of. allegiance to the Empress 
Elizabeth.' He placed garrisons in the Polish towns 
of Thorn and Elbing ; and then, advancing to the 
Vistula, se^t a detachment of 8000 Cossacks to lay 
waste Pomerania/ The Prussian General Platen 
marched into Pomerania to observe the proceedings 
of tiie Russians ; taking with him a detachment from 

* Blatoire de la Gnerre de Bepc Ana. par FrederlelL 
t MOllar, TibtamdMOaemade Fraderie la Gtend. 

Vol. U.— H 
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the army whichf mider the commaad of Coimt Dob^a 
(wJio had succeeded Marshal Lehwald, worn out with 
age and infirmiUes), was bioakadini^ the Swedes ia 
Stralsund. 

The active commencement of the; campaign in the 
real theatre of war, the centre of Getmany, fell to 
the lot of Prince F^niinsiid of Bmaswick ; and to 
conduct it to a successful issue was an undertaking 
of no slight difficulty. He found himself at the 
head of 30,000 Hanoverian troops, but, on the other 
hand, opposed to 80,00Q French, whom he was to 
strive to drive out of Lower Saxony and Westphalia* 
where they were posted. He iSrst^ With this view, 
sent a detachment to the Weser, which took pos- 
session of Yerden ; while another, under the com- 
mand of his nephew the hereditary prince, aftet% 
ward the celebrated Duke of Brunswick, seised 
upon Hoya. No sooner Vais the Count of Saint 
Germain made acquainted with theise successes 
than he evacuated Bremen^ where he had a garrisoii 
of twelve battalions ; and joining these to the othet 
troops under his command, consistmg of fourteeil 
l»ttalions, he marched into WestphaliA.* 

Meanwhile, Prince Ferdinands With the miin body 
of his ^rmy, crossed th€ river Aller, and advanclnj^ 
straight to Minden, laid siege to that town. In his 
progress, his own guard surprised and took prisoners 
the regiment of Poleresfcy. This disaster, and the 
march of Prince Henry of -Prussia towards Bruns* 
wick, completely disconcerted the French general, 
the Count of Clermont. Princie Henry had been 
employing himself in clearing the territory of Hal* 
berstadt of the French troops sent there by the 
Marshal de Richelieu, under the command of the 
Marquis de Voyer d*Argenson, whose ravages and 
cruelties had been of the most dreadful kmd. The 
destruction of property also had been as wanton as it 

* B&Mflin dt la Gucm dt Sept Am, 9W FndMle B. 
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vas uniy^SBaL As a proof of this, it b stated that 
it was D'Aigenton's custom, when he had lodge^ in 
a house, hut did not intend to remain in it, -to destroy 
idl the furniture, and to break in pieces the looking- 

glasses with a diamono. As soon as Prince Heniy 
ad delivered the country from these barbarians, hie 
iiastened to the support of Prince Ferdinand. 

The Count of Clermont, upon this, broke up his 
camp, and forthwith determined upon evacuating, 
without delay, Brunswick Woolfenbuttle and Han- 
over. He det^aehed M. de Bro^lio to the relief of 
Minden; but that general was unable to find any 
opportunity of attacking his enemies, and was there- 
fore obliged to remain a spectator of the capitulation 
of the town, the garrison of which were taken pris- 
oners of war. After this event, Broglio rejoined 
the Count of Clermont at Baderbom, and the army 
of the allies marched forward to Bielefeld. Again 
the French retreated,, and abandoned possession of 
lippstadt, Hamm, and Munster. Thus left without 
any possessions i^Germany, Clermont repassed the 
Rhine at Wesel, and cantoned his troops on the 
other side of that river. Prince Ferdinand took up 
his quarters at Munster, and placed his troops in tb^ 
villages of the neighbourho(Kl, where he permitted^ 
them to rest after their fatigues. The allies took 
11,000 prisoners during this short but glorious ex- 
pedition, which only lasted from January to April; 
and which, as Frederic well observes, " may be com- 
pai'ed to the admirable can^paign of Turenne, when, 
penetrating by Thann and Beiort, he surprised the 
imperialists, scattered in their quarters through Alsa- 
,tia, and forced them to repass the Rhine.*'* 

The Prince of Saxe-Hildbourghausen had given 
up the command of the army of the circles to the 
Prince Frederic of Deux-Ponts ; and these troops, 
IIP longer acting in coiijunction with the French, 

• Iml nr la Vto « b Befii* dc Fndflrifl n. ; par rAbM Dwioa. 
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were placed in communication with the forces of 
the Austrians, and advanced against the Prussians 
through Franconia and Bohemia. Prince Henry of 
Prussia, who was stationed in Saxony, receiyed 
orders to keep them in check. This he effected try 
advancing as far as Zwickau and Hof, pubhing his 
detachments even to Bamberg, and thus destroying 
their magazines.* 

The King of Prussia did not commence his cam- 
paign till the middle of March* His first object was 
the successful conclusion of the siege of Schweid- 
nitz, And with this view he forthwith changed the 
blockade of that place into an active attack upon it. 
He therefore stationed his army, which he com- 
manded in person, as one of observation, to protect 
and cover the besiegers ; while the General Treskow 
invested the town. The trenches were opened on 
the 2d of April ; and the governor, the Count de 
Thurheim, capitulated, after a brave defence, on the 
15th. The garrison, reduced from 8000 men to 5000, 
became prisoners of war.f 

No sooner was Frederic in possession of Schweid- 
nitz than he proceeded to piiit into execution the 
bold and able plan he had formed for .the campaign. 
i>aun, who this year had the sole command of the 
Austrian army, was still in his quarters near Kos* 
nigsgratz, when, to his iitter surprise, he heard that 
Frederic had marched into Moravia, the straight 
road to Vienna, and had commenced the siege of 
OUmutz. In order to deceive Daun, and thus to get 
the start of him, Frederic had made the Generals 
Ziethen and Fouquet advance, with a portion of his 
army, through the county of Glatz to Brauhau, as 
if menacing an irruption into Bohemia. Daun was 
completely taken in by this movement, and while 
the king was in the heart of Moravia, fully expected 
an attack from him in Bohemia. The object of the 

* M Oiler, Tableta det GoirrM de Frederic le Grand, 
\ Bistoire de la GoeiTe dt Sept Anii ptr FMdwie n. 
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king in ihu expedition is thus expreesod by himself: 
•^** His design was to penetrate into Moravia, and 
|o take OUnofUtz^ not in order to keep the place, for 
fie sdready foresaw the diveraion which the Rnssians, 
yrho had t£^en possession of Pmssia, were preparing 
to make in Pomerania and the Marches of jBranden- 
borgh ; but in order, during the whole campaign, to 
Qceupy the Anstrians in a part of the country so 
distant from the temtories of the King of Prussiar 
and thus to gain time and facilities, in the liiean while, 
tQ oppose, with effect, the Russians."* 

The siege of OUmutz was intrusted to Marshal 
Keith, and commenced towards the end of May; 
while the king, with an ann v of observation, posted 
l^mself in tiie neighbourhood. No sooner had 
Marshal Daun discovered the destination of the 
Prussians -than ha left Kmnigsgratz, and marched 
towards OUmutz. His intention was, not to hazard 
a battle, but to endeavour to throw succours into the 
town, at the 8a^i^ time cutting off the supplies of. 
provisions and ammunition which the Prussians 
were obliged to bring, with considerable labour and 
difficulty, all the livay from Silesiau The siege of 
pllmutz continued during the whole of the. month 
pf June, but from various circumstances, — the errors 
committed by the Prussian engineer the Colonel 
Balby, and the bravery of the garrison and thehr 
commander the Baron MarshalI,-<-little progress 
^as m^de by the assailants.* The following ej^ 
tracts of lettersf from Marshsj Keith to his brother 
Lord Marischal will best convey an idea of the 
events of the sie^e, as' well 9s of the causes which 

led to its conclusion J--T 

**Fiom tlie camp before OUmiitx. 
«*98tliMftr,i7M. 

^We opened the trenches before OUmutz last 



* Hifleirt dt laOMne da Sni Ana, par Pradariall. 
Arebanhoto* Hialain ita la Ouarra de Sept Ana. 
MS. Oomapoodanoa of Fiel4>Qanl»l Xaitk. 
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l&ghtf at 500 yards from the place, without losing a 
single man, the governor not having perceived wnat 
we were about tiU it was daylight, by which time 
we were already covered with- our works. All this 
morning he has been firings but not vigorously, and 
almost entirely with small cannons. If he does not 
increase liis fire, I reckon in three days on b^lng 
able to bring to bear upon the place twenty-four 

freat guns smd sixteen mortars* li* we are lucky, 
hope in four or five days more to extinguish a great 
part of his fire ; for having the advantage of the 
ground over him, we see the inside of seVeral of bis 
works. On his side he does not spare labour. I 
see from th<e top of the house I am living in, that he 
is opening a battery on our right, in an island that 
you will see on the other side of the river.* ' We 
must therefore plant one to oppose him. Adieu, my 
dear birolher." 

From the camp before OUmiitia 
" 14ih June 1758. 

" I have received my dear brother*s letter of the 4th 
of May, and have shown it to the king, who was 
much pleased with the part relating to the canton of 
Berne^t The taking of Schweidnitz did not exactly 
occur in the way that it is reported. There was 
neither a breach, nor a piece of the wall fallen 
down; but a deserter gave Information that, the 
soldiers who were placed to guard a certain fort 
were all below in the cs^sements, on account of the 
quantity of shells which we threw there. The 
resolution was, in consequence, taken to scale that 
part, which was done without resistance. The en- 
trance of the casements was then taken possession 
of, and those within were obliged to beg for quarter. 
The possession of the fort remained to us ; upon 
which the town-, of which all the strength consists 

* In tbe plaiM of OUmatz whieh tbe imnte) had aenc to hia brotlMr. 
t Lord Mariacbal waa at preaent reaidiiig at Nenfcbatel, in Sivitiar* 
land, M governor fbr the King of Praaain. 
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in the forts which surround it, capitulated; We 
found fifty-one Austrian cannons in it, besides-those 
we had ourselves left ^here. I wish T c'oitld also 
give you an account of the taking of OUmutz; but 
the Baron de Marshall, who commands there,^ does 
not approve of my, doing this immediately. He is 
a very brave old man, seventy-six years did, dex'f 
terous and experienced in this kind of warfare. He 
is in a very good place, provided with every thing 
that he wants, and having at his disposal all the 
cannons and ammunition destined for the siege of 
Neisse, provisions in great abundance, and an old 
engineer named M. de Rochepme, who assists him 
admirably In his defence. His ^rrison consists of 
eighteen battalions aiitd three squadrons-ofdragoons^ 
but there are a good many recruits among them. I 
see that, fpr the services of danger, he trusts prin- 
cipally to six Hungarian battalions who are with him ; 
for in the three sorties he has made, hardly any one 
but Hungariahs have appeared. In the last, he had 
given them a good dose of aqua magnanimitatis, as 
Lacy used to call it. They were all drunk, and in 
this state rushed into our batte^es, and nailed up 
six pieces of cannon and three mortars, but so ill 
that four hoi^rs afterward all of them went off as 
well as before. Our people iiilled 100 of their sol- 
diers, and five officers, with their bayonets ; and we 
took an officer and forty-iSeven men prisoners. The 
deserters assure us, that with the wounded they 
have lost 300 men out of the 1300 of which the 
sortie consisted. In consequence, for the last three 
days they have attempted nothing. I tell you 
nothing of Prince Henry and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswick, because they are nearer you than us. 
All that we know is, that they are both in motion, 
to tiy and execute the projects they have concerted 
with the king. I am much obliged to you for all the 
good things you send me. I can only send you 
^ns in return. By that of OUmutz you will see 



how far we aw tidvaiio^d; and as Wiedman d]4 not 
aend you that of Schweidnitx, J hav^ b^gogied Balny 
ta.make ma onet which I will send you in my ne^ 
l^ttf F. Many oompUmenta to Af ad^moiaejle Em4\e* 
You never teH me any thing of iibrs^im and Stepan. 
I should be glad to hear if they t^ still with you* 
and if they behaTs w«lL I b^iiere I have already 
told you that Moischo was i}ot with n^e at the affair 
of Rosbach. He was then ill of a fever at Leipsio. 
1 like him very much ; he is exceedingly attached to 
me ; and as he gets older, he becomes more steady. 
*' The king, who covers our sieg^, came yesterday 
to see our lines, and to receive a hundred or two 
cannon shots. Lieutenant General Fouquet received 
a contusion on his thigh from a twelv«-|ounder ;' bi^ 
it is not a dangerous woundt I see that the king 
•will be glad to receive letters from you from time to 
time. You can send thent enclosed in those to me. 
Adieu, my dearest brother. . The Swiss officer's 
remedy against danger made me laugh h^sr^ilyt wi 
the king also. Termor and Brpwne have i^o^bew 
recalled. You know the Russian generals suffi- 
ciently well to be aware that they are not anxious 
for commands where bloi^smay be expected; so, 
probably, they will renisin«" ,, 

<<KoBiUc9|ni% ]4th July, 175& 

^ You must have already beard by the newspapers 
of the raising of the siege of OUmiitz ; but as I am 
persuaded that many false circumstances will have 
been added to the detail of thst event, I am going to 
telate the whole transaction to you, with that accu* 
racy which you know I always adhere to. I must 
first allow that we had by no me^s a tnie idea of 
the strength of th^ place or of the gftrrison ; and 
that, consequently, vte had not brought with us 
enough ammunition to take it. This oWiged the 
king to order a great convoy from Silesia, under an 
eseort of eight battalions of iiiO^ntrv, and of about 
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1 100 horse. The enemies, who perceived ihat every 
thingc depended upon the arrival of this convoy, and 
who, being in their own country, were well informed 
of every step we took, collected several small bodies 
of men, which had already been posted in the moun- 
tains behind us with the view of cutting^ off our 
communication with Silesia. With these they at- 
tacked our eonvoy on the 37th of June, but were 
repulsed with the loss of 200 or 300 men. 
'■ ** As soon as I heard of this, I sent Lieutenant* 
general Ziethen, with five battalions of grenadiers 
(not very strong. ones I allow) and three regiments 
of cavalry and hussars, to meet the convoy, which 
was already within three- leagues of us. The day 
after (the 28th), the a^ttack was recommenced by the 
enemies, with the same troops as the day beforel 
But while Ziethen was occupied in repulsing them 
both in front and rear of the convoy, fbr they had 
attacked both, parts at once. General St. Ighon 
arrived with 4000 grenadiers and 3000 dragoons, and 
feU upon the centre ; so that our forces and convoy 
were divided into two parts, one of which arrived at 
the camp, but the other was destroyed; and Ziethen, 
who was in the rear, was obliged to return to Trop- 
pau with whatever scattered troops he could collect. 
You win re^ly perceive, that after the loss of our 
ammunition it was impossible to take any other part 
than th^t of raising the siege, v^hjch we did on the 
morning of the 2d of July. I was obliged to leave 
a single cannon and five mortars behind us, which 
are the only trophies the enemy has to boast of; for 
I^brought away with me all the sick and wounded, 
except twenty-two who were actually dying. 

** As soon as the siege ^as raised, the king re« 
solved to quit Moravia, as all the provisions in it, 
both for men and horses, had been consumed durins 
the two months we had been there. He determined 
to march into Bohemia, where we hoped to find a 



fcesli .oouqdTY. Wf arriyed herp without any diffi- 
culty from the enemies, except that the day before 
yesterday Laudon and St. Ignon, with a corps of 
10,000 men, vriahed to make an attack upon the 
baggie of the troops under my command. Instead 
4>f succeeding, however, they left behind them about 
^00 drsigoons, eithef kiU0d or takeiv prisoners, and 
only got possession of four or five carts of flouE. 
My health has been very feeble ever since the moiitli 
of April. The fever pursues me ; but I cannot tell you 
what sort of fever it is, as there is nothing regular 
about it. The gout also takes its part, and at on^ 
time fixed itself in my right foot : out it has sino^ 
risen into the body, where it gives me great pain. 
I have need of repose, but our .situation does not 

Sermit me to hope for it for some time, so I muft 
rag myself along as well as I can* 'M.dieu; mj 
dearest brother. I will try to send you news of my^ 
self as often as I ean;^ 

It was to General Laudon,* who afterward, during 
the course of the war, so much distinguished him* 
self, that Paun had intrusted the attiick of the 
Prussian convoy. Besides the destruction of the 
greater part of the convoy, 600 of the Prussians 
were taken prisoners, among whom was the General 
Putkammer. 

During the siege the king had frequently ex? 
pressed himself dissatisfied with the way in which 
fbe place was invested by Balby, who seems, in 
truth, to have committed many enors. This dia? 

* Gidecm JSimmt Baran dt Ltndfo. of q tenUy origimlljr flboteli, mm 
bora in niO. in Livonia. He made hie first eampeigns in the eenrico 
of Rnwia, under Marshal Munich. In , 1740 he quitted the service of 
Bnssia, and entertd that of Austria, tvhere heflnidly roae te the higheat 
lailltary h(«nours. |Ie was one of the iU>leat and moat distinguishiMl 

Snerals opposed to Frederic, over whom he someiimes gaihed groi^ 
ventages. He died, whtte commending the imperiiU anny agabHi 
Iba Tnika, tt Hiewticbes. rth Jour 1790. 



tetisflaction rendered him tmreasonably harsh fp his 
manner to the individual en^neers and miners whom 
he had occasion to accost in the trenches. Upon 
one occasion he was peculiarly so to an officer, a 
captain of artilterr; and having^ reprimanded him 
severely, he concluded by ordering hinn to quit his 
service* tfpon this, the officer quitted the trenches 
tod walked away ; but the kin^ called him back, ai^d 
said to him, •• You mav stay till the siege is over, 
and then you may go. — " I am obliged^ to your ma- 
jesty,'* replied he, " for giving me an opportunity of 
losing an arm or a leg tefore I leave your service ; 
but I shall stand in need of both, to save your ma- 
JBshrthe expense of having me carried out of yDur 
territories.** tVed^eric smiled at the officer's answer, 
which restored him to good>-humour ; and he sent 
him back to^s post, at tne same time ordering him 
a gratuity*** , 

As soon as Frederic was convinced of the impos- 
sibility of bringing the siegB of Ollmutz to a suc- 
cessful issue',, he determined to leave Moravia with 
the sartie celerity he had entered it, and try what 
advailtaffe he could gain over Daun by again fore- 
stallihg him. . "With this intention, he careJuUy con- 
cealed from the Austriatts his design. The day be- 
fore the Pirussians left their camp, the firing against 
Ollmutz was continued as vigorously as ever. But 
at night, on the 1st of July, the whole armytook the 
roa,d to Bohemia, divided into two columns, one of 
which was commanded by the king in person, and 
the other by Marshal Keith. The Prussians, by this 
secret manoeuvre, gained a whole day's march over 
their adversaries, and were enabled to continue their 
march to Kcenigsgratz with hardly any molestation; 
having seized by the way, at Leitomischel, a larg:e 
Austrian convoy* General Laey, at one moment, it 

* Tofnaf9 Memdn of Frederic IDL 
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is true, endeayoured to harass the rear-gfuaid of the 
lying's forces; and at another, General St. Ignon 
made an attack upon that of Marshal Keith; but 
both attempts were. repulsed with loss.^ 

On the 11th Of July, the king arrived at Kcenigs* 
gratz, with all his sick, wounded, baggage, artillery, 
and military stores. Of this important post he 
made biihself master, after driving from it the 7000 
men, commanded by Baron Bucco, which were placed 
there for its defence. All this was done before 
Daun was aware of Frederic's design, and '* while 
hei could pot even suspect that he had driven him 
from a siege to a conquest.*'! 

The king's first care was to get rjid of the heavy 
baggage and artillery he had brought from Ollmutz ; 
and Geheral Fouquet was sent with a detachment 
to convey .it to Glatz, which was happily execiited. 
When all these dispositions were completed, Daua 
appeared with his army on the other side of the 
Elbe, on the 22d of July. . As Frederic himself ob- 
serves, " If the Austrians had been now the Only per-' 
sons in question, the campaign might easily have 
been concluded without leaving Bohemia. But the 
invasion with which the Russians menaced Pome- 
rania and the New March of Brandenbur^h obliged 
the king to march his troops into Silesia, in order to 
convey assistance to those points which were thft 
most m need of it.'^ 

Frederic left the Margrave Charles of Branden* 
burgh, with a part of the troops, to cover Silesia, 
and set off himself at the head of 20,000 men, to 
make head against the Russians. He commenced 
his rapid march on the 25th of July. At first his 
y course was harassed by parties of the Austrian 
troops ; but as, in the different skirmishes which en- 



* HtotoiTe de la Guem de SepC An*^ pftr Fredciie IL 
' Mennain by Horace Walp(rie, Earl of Orftwd. 
Hlatolia da la Guam da Sepc Ana, par Fradark IL 
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sued, the Prussians had>the advantage, this obstacSd 
was 90on abated.* On the 23d of August, be arrived 
at FrankAyrt on the Oder, and remained there soiiife 
hours. As ^he stood on the steps of the house 
where he intended to «up, and the troops were 
marching by him, the shots of the bombardment of 
Custrin w^re ine^rd distinctly. A letter of the time, 
and from an eyewitness, says, '* I observed that the 
king took a pinch of snuff as the «ound of each dis- 
charge reached him; and even through that air of 
intrepidity which never abandons this prince, rcould 
perceive the sensatipns of pity towards that unfor- 
tunaie town, and an eager impatience to fly to ita 
relief.'^t At two in the morning he continued his 
inarbh, and the following day (August 28d), having 
erossed the river two leagues be&w Frankfurt, he 
effected his junction with Count, Dohna and his 
troops. 

'That general had been obliged to raise the block* 
ade of Stralsund, and to maren against the Russians. 
Tire Swedish commander, Hamilton, took advantage 
of his absence to levy contributions upon the dis- 
tilots called the Uker March, the county of Ruppia, 
and Prignitt. Dohna, in spite of the smallness of 
his forces, drove Roman^of, who had been sent for- 
ward by Count Fermor, the Russian general, into 
Pomerania, back io the main bpdy of the Russian 
army near Frankfort on^ the Oder.| Fermor had in* 
tended at^Frai&fort to ^w the Oder, and to invade 
the electoral march of Brandenburgh : but Dohna 

frevented him by means of forced marches; and 
ermoT, di8ap|>ointed<, retired to Lflndsberg, detached 
Roman^ow -with 10;000 men to Schwedt, and in* 
vested the foFtress of Custrin, the town attached to 
^bich he reduced to Bshes. Many of the inhabitants 
IPete burnt in their houses, or buried in the ruins of 

I MfiUer, TaMMA dM Gumw dt Fradtrie to Onai, 

Vol. n.— I 
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them* At this juncture Frederic arrived with his 
reinforcements. .As soon ^s Fermor was aware of 
the king's approach, and of his junction with Dohna# 
he left Custrin, and marching towards the Prussians, 
who were encamped at a village called Dermitzel, 
formed his army into an oblong square, within sight 
of them. . 

This happened on the 34th of August; and the 
king, on seeing the Russians, determined to attack 
them the next day in spite of the inequality of num- 
bers ; his own army consisting only of 30,000 men* 
opposed to ^50,000. Nothing could exceed the 
ardour of the Prussians for the conflict; the sight 
of the devastiations and cruelties practised upon 
their country and their countrymen by the barbarous 
Russians had excited their enmity to the highest 
pitch. These feelings were participated in by Fred- 
eric, and caused him to give an order for which even 
the miseries he saw his subjects suffering under can 
be no excuse. He commanded no quarter to be 
given, which injunction, however, was not eventu* 
ally strictly adhered to. Along the line of the 
army was heard the cry, ** The Prussians give no 
quarter." — " Nor do we," answered the Russians.* 

T^e two armies were only separated by a marshy 
stream, caUed the Mutzel. During the night the 
King of Prussia posted his vanguard in a wood on 
the other side of the stream. He wto tlius enabled, 
the next morning, to turn the troops composing the 
right wing of Fermor, and to attack them in the 
rear. At the same time the Prussian artillery, con* 
sisting of eighty great cannons, did great execution 
among the Russian ranks.! In «pite, however, of 
these dispositions, the right wing of the Russians 
threw the body of troops who were opposed to them 
into confusion ; and the Cossacks, having set £ re to 
the village of Zomdorf, near which the artillery 

* Aichenholz, Histdre de Ia Guerre de SepC Ana. 
t MOUer, Tableau dM Guwrea de Ftedorio !• Onad. 
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was staticoed, added to the embarrassment* Gene- 
ral Seidlitz, however, by the valour of his cavalry, 
succeeded at length in repulsing that of the Rus- 
sians, and then attacked their infantry. 

At this period .Of the action Frederic caused the 
infantry of his right wing to advance to the attack^ 
who were received with the most determined re- 
sistance by the enemy. The carnage now became 
dreadful. The ftUssians were animated with the 
feelings of despair^ the Prussians with those of ven- 
geance fcjr the cruelties which had been practised 
upon their country. Even soldiers in the. agonies 
of death thought more ofinfUctin^r torments on their 
enemies than of their own suffenngs. A wounded 
Russian was seen extended over a dying Prussian^ 
himself so disabled that he could not make use of 
bis arms, but he was* occupying his last moments 
with tearing his enemy's flesh with his teeth ! Some. 
Prussians who witnessed this killed the cannibal^ 
and thus allowed their countryman to die in peace. 
The king in person led the last attacks, and was so 
much exposed *to the' Are of the' Russians, that his 
adds-de-camp and his pages, who attended him, were 
aU either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. At 
length, at nightfall, the Russians begmi to give way, 
and abandoned the victory and the field of battle to 
the Prussians.* 

Froni the moment the fortune of the day appeared 
decided, the confusion of the Russians biecame ex« 
cessive ; great numbers of them plundered their own 
baggage, and then getting drunk with the brandy and 
other spirits they had thus seized upon, they rushed 
into the m^l6e, attacking whatever, whether of 
friends or foes, came in their way. Some of these 
^orderly troops remained on the field of battle all 
night, which gave occasion to Fermor to claim the 
victory ; in spite of the results which so clearly 

* Bkrtofrt d« laOnwrt de flfpt Axm, ptr FredtitelE. 
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proved it to have feBen- to the Prawiaas, and in 
•pilo of hit own request, of y^aeif a confession of bo^ 
mg worsted, for permisBion to \mry the Russian 
dead.* Fermor hsMl the weakness^ in pursuance of 
Uiis cltkiiy to send oouriers to the dmerent allied 
powers md their armies, annoaneiog his imaginary 
success. As ioi historian of these times truly re* 
marks^. '* Never waa this a|>ecie6 of deceit more fte* 
mently pnlotlsed than dunng the seyen years* war. 
The Prussians alone despised such conduct. When 
beat^A, they allowed it, in the hope of causing theij? 
loss to be forffottsh in some future exploit. So acted 
Firededc, and so acted those who commanded his 
armies^ They left to the vanquished the pleasure 
of deceiring themsehres with ^usicms, and of re* 
joicing oyer false news, while they employed theow 
selves in really profiting by the victory. "t Aftes 
the ;combat was concluded, Frederic had the great* 
ness of mind t6 offer hie thanks publicly to General 
Seidlitz, as the victor of the day, and to attribute 
the success of it entirely to his valour and oooducti 
The battle of Zomdorf cost the Prussians 10,000 
men killed and wounded, and the Russsaas 18,000. 
2800 of their troops and six generals were also takes 
prisoners, and they lost 104 'Cannons and thirty-two 
standards. Daun, who had been anxious that Per. 
mor should occupy the attentton of theKiliig'of Prus* 
sia without commg to any decided engagemevt, had 
written to him, ^not to risk a battle with a wiky 
enemy, whose cunning and resources he was not yet 
acquainted with ; but to temporize always, till the 
Austrian army had struck a successful blow in Sax* 
ony.** The courier who carried this despatch waa 
seised by a Prussian detachment. After the battle 
of Zorndorf, the king answered it himself m the fol- 
lowing words >-*^ You had reason to advise Gen* 
eral Fermor to be on his guard against a craily and 

• Arelmriisli,HltlaiMd»lft€hi«rr»4»fl«ptAMi ^iHi 
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desigtiiiig enemy, whom you were better acquainted 
with than he was, for he has given battle, and he 
lias been beat.*^* 

The next dayf the Russians rallied, and formed 
themselves into an oblong square near the wood of 
Drewitz. During the day many skirmishes took 
place between the Prussian hussars and the Cos- 
sacks. The former had obtaine<) possession of the 
Russian baggage, which had been separated from the 
main body of the army by the combat of the preced- 
ing day. 5000 baggage earts were plundered by the 
Prussian light troops, who were, at one monient, 
driven off by the Cossacks, and then the latter began 
plundering the baggage of their own army, in their 
turn. Finally, however, the Prussians- haq the best 
of the contest 

The following night the Russians again changed 
their position, and on the subsequent days, to the 
1st of September inclusive, they retreated from one 
position to another; many durmishes taking place* 
and the Prussians always pursfuing them. On the 
1st of September they arrived at Landsberg, where 
they were joined by Romanzof, returning from 
Schwedt; while the Prussians posted themselves 
at a village caUed Blnmberg. 

It is said that the evening before the battle of 
Zomdorf, Frederic sent "for a literary man, who was 
at that time in his, suite, and occupi^ himself with 
him for some time in correcting and altering the 
strophes of an ode by John Baptist Rousseau, which 
bethought were susceptible of amelioration.^ This 
anecdote, if true, savours too much of a vain display 
of calmness and freedom of thought, in a moment 
of such anxious daiiger as the eve of a battle, to be 
mentioned with any praise. But it is at least cu- 
rious, as illustrating the character of the man, and his 
power of self-cpntrol. When the king came, after 

* * Mflltor, Tablrao dea GoorrM de Frederic le Grand. 
tAogoatOieMtli. tViedtFMerioD. 
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fhe b»t0e, to Custrim h» 9mmd mmk alTeoted aft 
tbe ruin and de$o}ation of the tqwQ,.«Ad said to the 
inhabitants, who crowded around him» *^My childMi^ 
I cxMild not come |o you sooner, or this calamity 
•hould not have happened. Have a Uttle patience^ 
thought and I will cau$e every thiag to be vebuih.* 
Tlie oommandant of Custrin w^b 8iqp>pojied not tp 
have, adopted Judicio«9 saeasuree for ita delenee. 
Whea he saw the king» he eodeavojjHred to apologize 
liGMr his cdn^uett but Frederic stopped l^iii, aayingri 
^^l^malte no compHainte airaiast ym^ it ia myself 
who «« to bia«ie» for havkig appointed you to^ aueh 
apoit."* , 

The Rttni^a in their retreat laid aiege to Coly 
berg, and boQftbairded it ci^neUy ; but it waa too well 
defended by the brave Prussian governor Heyden 
for them to obtain possession of it.) Finding their 
aflort^ gaavailingtiQ obtain any advantage* and &aY« 
ing 60 oonipletahr devastated Pomentnia and the neii 
niaieh of BfancbNE^rgh that they could no longet 
ndisiat in these provincesv they finally evacuated 
Ihan a^ fhe and of October ; and Count Bphna, who 
hflid been left by the King of Prussia at the head of 
IflyOOO men to watch their movementa, wa^ enabled 
to turn his attention to other enemieaj'* 

* TQwan*8 Meinoini of FrMerio HI. 

t nailer) Tsbleau des Gaerres de Frederic 1e QrWNf> 

I dinpuBw » Fwdertc IL, per llr. de W. 
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Mege of Ke i eee Pann beeiefM Draeden^-CMnjMigii of Pftaoif)!^ 
dintiii— Treity taiweeii Fnoee .and ▲letri*— TUe SWedae 9OW0- 
mmAjU in Fomecmnia— Prlnoe Jfenry enters Bohemia duinf tae 
Winter— Preparations flv the C^mpaifn of 1719. - ^ 

Frkderic, almost ifnmediately after tht notoiy of 
Zoradorf, marched rapidly towards Sfa^^ony to Msitt 
his brother, Priope Henry, who was oarryiMg oa tho 
contest under overwhelming^ disadranta^s.* Hie 
Prince of t>eax-Pont8, who ooinmaiided tiie arasy 
of the empire, assisted by a body of Austitan troops, 
liad obliged th^t prince to retreat to the naighbour* 
hood of Dresden.^ At this nioment Dam arrived in 
Liisatia, and, having detachidd Laudon against the 
King of Prussia, advanced himself to Com a juae- 
tion ^th the Prince of Deux-Ponts. The latter had 
allowed himself to be occupied with the siege (i{ 
^onnenstein near Pima, which he took on the 5tfa 
of September; but which caused him to lose the 
most favoiirable momeat for attacking the Pnis* 
sians.f Even after the arrival of Daua, the two 
^nerals employed themselves in visits and confer- 
ences which led to no useful purpose ; till at lengdi 
Daun, hearing of the approach of tiie Knig of Prussia* 
separated again from the army of the empire, and 
marched to the assistance of Laudon. As soon as 
he had joined him, their united army enoaroped near 
Weissemberg, with a view of preventing mderio 

* Cunpagnoa de Frederic 11., par Mr. de W. 
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-from entermg Silesia, and disturbing^ ths. sieges of 
Neisse and Cosel, which were prosecuting by two 
Aostrian generals.* 

Frederic/ however, continued to adrance; and 
after various mancBuvres, of which the object was to 
continue his march iii spitie of the opposition of Dami 
and Laudon, on the 10th of October took up his po- 
sition near the village of Hochkirchen. The pre- 
vious successes of Frederic with greatly inferior 
numbers had made him over-confident f and this 
feeling was increased by his conviction of the ex- 
cessive caution and want of boldness of his enemy 
Daun. The consequence was a degree of rashness 
in his own conduct uponjthe present occasion which 
might have proved fatal to him ; and did, as it was, 
entail a very severe punishment on his presumption.f 
In t^e persuasion that Daun would never have the 
courage to disturb him, he ported his army too near 
that of the Austrians ; and m a position in .which the 
latter, who were possessed of the wooded heights 
under which the Prussian right wing was. placed, 
TTOuld have no ^fficulty in attacking him suddenly, 
and when he was unprepared for them. 

When he was about to occupy this disadvan- 
tageous post. Marshal Keith, who wai^ with him, 
remonstrated against the step, and ^aid, ** If the 
enemies leave us quiet here they deserve to be 
hanged.^ — ** Rest assured,** answered the king, with 
confidence, ** they wjU have a greater fear of us than 
of the gallows.**]: Frederic, however, was aware of 
the dangerous nature of his position, and intended 
to ^uit it as soon as he had obtained forage and pro- 
visions for his troops. He had fixed his departure 
for the night of the 14th and 15th. Had he arranged 
it for an earlier day, he would have saved the lives 
of many brave men, and, above all, that of the uo- 



* Mflller, TtiblMn &m Quvmn de Ftaderic to Onn^ 
BtotolTe de la Guerre de 8e}it Ane, per Frederic II. 
~ ' aw la Vie eC le Regne de Fredeite n.. mt I'AbM 
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{MTimuile Marehfd Keith himself. In the MS. col- 
](^ipii of lettea pf that general, which have already 
beeft ej^tract^d from» the ^t is one addressed to h(s 
lirotiheir l^ord Mariachal, written only the day before 
the taH baltk o£ Hochkixcheo. As from this cir* 
comatanee i^ poaaesses a peculiar interest, and la 
besides of vahM, as giring a clear account ot tl|e 
atato oC the campaignt it is here inserted. 

. iStllOetphf^lTSa 

^ I received t^wo days ^o t%o letters from say 
dearest brother;^ one Of toe loth of Aygust, the 
other of the lOth of September. In one of them 
there was a letter for the king, which t delivered 
immediatiely. ^You see b^ the newspapers tbajt thf 
Itussians continue always ito claim for then^selves 
the victory in the late battle.* I wish themi witl^ 
all my heail;, sueh another victory ; for you. m^y 
rest assured that their loss in that oh^ was ati least 
25,0(M) meo. I must, however, do them justice f 
thejr fojoght very weU, especially their infantry, 
which threw the klngV left wing into th^ grei^test 
confusion, and was th<^ cause that the victory WSA 
not npioxe decisive. But if they ^nad; the b^ttku 
why have they profited so little .by it I since, instead 
of advanciDg, they have retreated behind Stargard; 
though th^ King wsus obliged to return here with all 
the troops whi^li had marched with him. {t was« 
indeed, time that he should do this, for Prince Henry 
began to be very much pressed by the two armies 
of Daun and the Prince of Deux-Ponts. He is no^ 
in a better situation ; for the. king has obliged Maiw 
$hal Daun to quit his position of Stoipe, and, conn 
se^uently, his communication with the £lbe^ and to 
retire towards Zittau, where we have pursued hin^ 
step by step, but without ever having had a^ oppp^t 
tuiutjr of engagingfa combat He remains always 
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among the .mountainB, and encamps In-plaees so in- 
accessible that it would be the greatest adt of rash- 
ness to attack him. And it is only by secret marches 
that one can draw him out from his position. It 
was .by,a marck of this kind that we turned his rifht 
flank, and thus obliged him to abandon his camp at 
Stolpe. Now the devil has sent him to the top of 
the hill near liObau, and we must try ahd contriT« 
some means of drawing him out from thence, or he 
will stay there till the snows drive him away. It is 
true that this would not be a peculiarly great evil; 
for we are now plated so that he cannot receive any 
thing from Saxony, and that he^is obliged to bring 
all his provisions, &c., from Bohemia, ^hich,is be-- 
hind him. One sees clearly that his intention is not 
to give battle, but th^t he wants to live as long as 
he can at the expense of Saxony, and so save Bohe- 
mia for his winter-quarters. On our side we wish 
to prevent his foraging in Saxony, because we mean 
to winter there. Here you have the secret of the 
rest of this campaign, which, according to all ap- 
pearance, cannot be long; for it is already as cold 
as if we were in the month of December, on account 
of the, nearness of the mountains, from whence, by. 
the-way, iris not possible to draw this tiresome man, 
in spite of all he must suffer there. For we see by 
the desertion that he must suffer a great desd ; for 
in a single night we have had a hundred and fifty 
deserters come to us from his army, and not a day 
passes that there do not come thirty or forty. 
Make many compliments from me to the dear chan- 
cellor. I am as anxious for peace as he can be ; for 
my health can no longer sustain the fatigues of war. 
especially in the way we are now obliged to make 
it against so many enemies, whom we are forced ^ 
each campaign to run after from one^ end of Gfermany ^ 
to the other.*^ ^ 

* MS. CarrespondsiiM oTFklA-mnhal XflML 
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On tlie night of the 13th and 14th pi October 
Daun determined upon- attacking the Prussians. 
With this intention he sent a detachment under Laih 
don to fail upon their right wing, which) as has been 
before stated, was oommanded by a wooded height 
in the possession of the.Austrians. Nothing was 
ever less expected than this attack, for Daun had 
contrived to lull the Prussians into complete se- 
curity. He employed apart of his troops in cutting 
down treefh as if to fortify the position he occupied ; 
but his object in this was, by th& noise thus made 
(the soldiers being also desired to sing loudly at 
their work), to prevent the Prussians from hearing 
any thing df the approach of the detachment under 
the command of Laudon.* s 

Iq order also to diminish the s6ui\d of their march, 
each dragoon carried a grenadier on his horse be- 
hind him, who at the moment of the onset was to 
dismount and join his comrades*! The design of 
Daun was also facilitated by a thick fog which hung 
over the heights. As the church clock of the viUage 
of Hochkirchen struck five, Lauddn led on his troops 
to the attack, and before the dawn of d^ay he was in 
possession of the Prussian batteries, and of the post 
of Hochkirchen. As soon as it was light, the in- 
fantry formed themselves in battle array in the mid- 
dle of the Prussian camp.' At the same time, the 
Duke of Axemberg, who commanded the right wing 
of Daun^» army, profited by the confusion to attack 
with success the left wing pf the King of Prussia. 
Frederic by degtees succeeded in rallying the in- 
fantry of his right wing, and drove the enemy from 
Hochkirchen; while his cavalry dislodged several 
times that of the Austrians, and made a great havoc 
among their grenadiers^ But in spite of the greatest 
display of valour, it was impossible for the Pruss^s 
ever entirely to get over the disasters of the night,^ 

* ArebeidiolK, HSstoiTe de la Gkierre de Sept Ana. 

t ^''■"T^g"*" de Frederic K., Boi da Flniaae, par Mr« de W 
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and especially tb^ loss of their artillery. The in- 
fejitry of Daun, supported as ii was by a deslmcliire 
artillery aiid constant reinforcem^trof fresh troopa» 
became at l<^ngfh irresit^ible. After sapportipff 
eight sttccessite ofisets^ the Pnustaiis Were obliged 
lo abandon the hope of ^retaking their camp. The 
battle had lasted about five -hours, when Frederif? 
withdrew his aritity and retired to Doberchato, aboui 
lialf a league from the field of battle.* 

His retreat in good order in the fa^ of the victo- 
rious enemy, and with very little artillery to cover 
his troops, is held ^ military taeticians to have 
been a movement as masterly as it was successful. 
As the Prussian baggage and camp had been taken 
possession of by the Austrians esurly im the dav, the 
troops had nothing to cover them but the clothes 
they had on, and no tents to defend them from the 
rigorous inclemency of the weather. They had 
neither piowder nor ball; and had they been forced 
again to fight, they musl^ after the, ancient maimer, 
hate singled out each -his op|)onent, and contended in 
close conobat. But the position of the King of Prna- 
sia's new camp was so wiell chosen, and ms troops, 
though beaten, were so formidable, that Daun did 
not venture to risk a second attack ; though Fred- 
eric remaiiied ten days in the same position, with- 
out fortifying himself. The loss of the Prussians in 
the battle ofilochkirehen, in addition to their artil- 
lery (consiiBting of 101 cannons) and baggage, 
amounted to 5500 killed, wounded, and prisoners, smd 
thirty standards. That of the Austrians to 5800 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Prince Francis of 
Brunswick had his head taken off by a cannon ball : 
Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau was wounded and 
taketi prisoner ; and most of ihe other generals were 
WOttnded.t 

* MfiUer, Tableau daa Gaarraade Fredarie la drand. 

t ArdMiibolB, HlaMli«<la la OMnadaSaplAak— IMIir, VtUkm 
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But fne great loss of the day on the side of the 
Prussians was that of the veteran Marshal Keith. 
It was under his especial command that the Prus- 
sians had sQ often ret^lken the village of Hochkir- 
chen. During the whole action he always rallied his 
troops in persoh, and, exposed himself to the hottest 
fate,* At about eight o*clock he received a danger- 
ous wound, but refused to quit the field. At nine, 
a second shot in his breast killed him. He fell . 
speechless into the arms of Tibay^an English vol- 
unteer, who ^ had attended him during the whole 
campaign. His body was afterward stripped hy the 
Austrian stragglers,, and lay undistinguished among 
the slain. It had been carried with many others 
into the little church of the village of Hochkirchen, 
where it lay with a Groat's cloak over it. Marshal 
Daun, accompanied by Qeneral Lacy and other oflBi- 
cers, happened to enter tlje church. Lacy ap- 
proached the body, and having removed the cloak, 
he regarded it with, great emotion, and then said, " It 
is my father's best friend, Keith." The old Marshal 
Lacy and Keith had served together in the Russian 
army, anci the younger Lacy had been a pupil of the 
latter ;« and he recognised the body from the scar of 
a dangerous wound on the thigh, which the marshal 
had received ^t the siege of OczaJtow. At the sight 
of his old master, a naked and deserted corpse, Lacy 
burst into tears; nor could Daun and the other per- 
sons present refrain from a similar display of feel- 
ing. While they were thus contemplating all that 
remamed of this distinguished warrior, a Croat made 
his appearance, dressed in the uniform, star, and rib- 
and of the marshal. Daun asked him how he came 
by these. " I took them," answered he, " from the 
fellow who lies yonder, whom I killed and stripped ; 
and have given him my cloak in return." Marshal 
Daun forthwith gave orders that the bo(?y of Keith 

* Smollett*! Hittory of England. 

Vol. IL— K 
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Bbould be interred with mihfary hopours ;• find he 
had the satisfaction, when the rtjBxt day he' received r 
a letter (rom the Kin^ of Prussia, reqpesUng him to- 
give honourable burial to his deceased friend^ of' 
being able to answer that he Mad ahready performed^ 
that pious duty^t 

The king h^Ld been hiinself exposed to great dao-v 
gers during the battle. He was slightly woimded\ 
ui his own person, had a horse killed under hio^t and : 
two of his pages close to him. At one moment h^ • 
was eaveloped by a pairty of the enemy in tlie village 
of Hochkirehen, and nearly taken prisoner; but was ^ 
delivered by thQ valour of son;ie hussars who ac- 
companied him.j: * , 

The defeat of his army was not the only misfor- 
tune which befell the, King of Prussia upon the 14th 
of October, 1758 ; for on that very day expired hia 
favourite sister, the Margravine of Bareith, lor whom . 
he had ever entertained the liveliest sentiments of 
affection. He thus alludes to the loss in his His- 
tory of the W-v: — "The Margravine of Bareith 
was a princess of rare merit : she possessed an uur . 
derstanding cultivated and adorned with various 
sorts of knowledge, a genius fit for any thing, and a. 
pecuUar talent for all the arts and sciences. These 
fortunate gifts of nature formed, however, the Jeast 
part of her merits, '^he goodness of her heart, hei ; 
generous and benevolent intentions,^ the nobleness 
and elevation of "her soul, the sweetness of her dis* 
position, caused a union in her of the brilliant ad- 
vantages of talent with afoundatioji of soUd virtue, 
which never altered. She often experienced the in- 
gratitude of those she had overwhelmed with benefits 

* About the year 1776 a ODonument to the memory (^ Field-marsh>U 
Kaitb wak erected in the church of Hochkirchen by hia relation 8i]r 
Bobeit Keith, rhen envoy flnom Epgland at .Uie.codrt of Vienna. 

\ WraxaiPa Memoir? of the pourta of Berlin, Preadan, Waraaw, ai)d 
Vienna. 

X Towert'a Memoln of ^radaric in.~ArcbaiilMls» Hiatotre dt la 
GMrre de Sept Aoa. 
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and favoui^, but thftre was never^ ahjr Sn^tance of 
het fta^tti? herself * felled in a similar manner. The 
'Itidit tifitid^r, the nlo^ constant friendship) united the 
liing- ilttd his^ ^xcelleht sister. These b^nds of affee- 
*ti»tt wert fdttnedih their edrlie^t irifeitey ;.and the 
^SMe^^ueatiOQ aifid the same sentiments had drawn 
'th^ still ' doser ; while a fidelity on both sides 
■whiijh was ptbof Against every thing had rendered 
'them indidsoltible. The^ princess, whose health was 
•le^bte, Was tendered so iinh'appy at the dangers 
which menaced her fafnily, that her anxiety com- 
ipl^ted the jruin of her he^dth. A' dropsy ^t lehffth 
'declared itself; the' remedies <Jf the physicians wik> 
-attended her cotild not "save her ; but she died on 
the 14th of October, with a cburage and a firmness 
^f mind worthy' 6f the most intrepid philosopher. 
Thte happSettiM bh the s^me day on which the kinjg 
•Was beaten at Hocbkitchen by the Austrians. The 
^Romslhis woiild hot have failed to attribute a fatali^ 
*|o this day; on account of the two blows which feu 
'upon the king at the same mornent.'** 

"Fifedericfs letter to Volt^iire upon the occasion is 

*a tou<ihitig dtie-:^-**It will have -been easy for you 

-to conceive my griefi when yoii reflect upon the 

']6ss I have had. There are some misfortunes 

'which are reparable by constancy and courage ; but 

there are 6thei*s aj^ihstv^liichall the firmness with 

which one can arm one*s self, and all the if'easonings 

'oT philosophers, ^re otily rain and useless attempts 

• lit consolation. ^Of'the latter kind is ihe one with 

'^^hich mfy utihSippy ftitfe overwhelms me, at a ino- 

'nieht the mbst embarrassing and the most anxious 

of nry whole life. I have not been ill, as you heard ; 

tnyonly cothplttihts are ^colics, sometimes hemor- 

' rholdal and sonletiihes nephritic. If it had depended 

upon tne, "I wduld willingly have devoted myself to 

wat death Vhich those maladies sooner dr later 

m 
I 

* BfiaobeidrlB Qnefre d» tiept Ana, parFlrMeile IL 
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brin^f upon one, in order to save and prolong the liff 
of her whose e^es are now closed. X beseech yoii 
never to forget her, and collect all your powers to 
raise a monument' to her hotioUr. You need^only 
do her justice ; and without in any way abandoning 
the truth, she) will afford you ah ample and beautifm 
Butyect. I msh you more repose and happiness than 
falls to my lot. — Fbbderio. * In coosequenpe of 
the wish expressed in this letter, and repeated in 
some subsequent ones, Voltaire consecrated an ode 
to the. memory of the, princess. 

The defeat of Hoc>ikirchen was undoubtedly a 
great , calamity to Frederic ; but, at all events, it 
proved satisfactorily two things whicli in their con- 
sequences must have some.what counterbalanced the 
losses of the day. First, it conyinced the world of 
. the vast ad vantages of the Prussian discipline. Here 
was ah army surprised by night in a fog, and en- 
camped on a spot commanded by that occupied by 
their assailants. Nothing but the admirable perfec- 
tion of the Prussian discipline, which added coolness 
to courage in the hour of the greatest difficulty, 
could have prevented their whole army from being 
cut to pieces before they were able to forn^ them- 
selves into even an attitude of resistance. Secondly, 
it showed to the whole of Europe that the militarv 
talents of the Xing of Prussia were as great in ad- 
versity as in prosperity ; that he knew as well how ta 
perform the modt scientific military evolutions in the 
midst of an unexpected and unpropitious engagement, 
and how to conduct a successful retreat in Uie face 
of a victorious enemy, as, to rush with valour, in the 
full expectation of victory, upon a hostile army. 

The news of the victory of ' Hochkirchen was re- 
ceived with transports of joy by the court of Vienna; 
and its having happened on tlie day of St. Theresa, 
the fite of the empress-queen, was looked upon as 

* Oorrevpondence do VoUatre ared 1e Bti di Frant 



a good omen by the bigoted Catliolics. The pope,* 
who appears to have thought that the King of Prus- 
sia would be crushed by the disaster, in the true 
epint of the cdurt 6f Rome, cdnie forward to sl^ow 
bis attachment to f ti^ victorious sid6. He Sent a latid* 
atory letter to Marshal Daun, togethefr with a sl^oti 
and hat, both bleiS^sed t)y MrtisAf. ^ Frederic 'frdttl 
this time wasluscustomed in his c6'rr^spohdence td 
9all Dauh, in derisibn, '* the blessed gieheral," tM 
• the man with the papal 6ap.*^ 

While Frederic was encam'J)ed hear Doh^i'eTftiltfe,- 
fcs brother. Prince tt eniy, iomed fffijii 'iirith k rcStti 
jibrcement of BOOO rheti-t, As soon as ffife king sa^Jr 
that Daun, instead qf attacking hirh and ^ndeaVotif* 
inj to profit by tes victory, remained ittactive, hto 
said to his brother, *'buun h^s thrown tip his cards*; 
so the game is not yet !ost Let us i^ose baVselv^ 
|br some days, and then go to the assistance 6^ 
Neisse.** AccorcRhgfe, 6ti the night of the 24th iM 
S'Sth of October, th'^ Prussians marched round th6 
right wing of Dauh^s iiVny without being dfscover^iiL 
and so advanced towards Neisse. This ftity^ttAtm 
obliged the Austiian genefal Harsc^ to raise th^ 
siege of that ^lace, a!hd Genera! I>eV^6 thai df 
fcosel.^ 

, baun, meanwhile, had been so c6tifideht of thd 
impossibility that existed for the Kihg of Prussia id 
escape himf that he wrote thus to General Harsch 
^ Go on quietly wifh your siege. I have the king 
within my gx^p* He is cut 6ff from Silesia, et«. 
cept by attacking me ; and if he does that, I hoj()li6 
to give you a good account of iVhat happens."|| 

There is ai^ anecdote related of (he wife of thd 

* CTement Xth. (keUdni«o> H« fikd tedoMdad All yMr to BiinedMl 
'd v. (LtniWefChil), OM dTtln tMit in tli« whoto MnrifBior Roman paqtUS^ 

t EM«i rar It Via et la Rflgoe de Frederic Te Grattd, par FAbM 
Denina. ' ^ ^ 

t Mailer, Tablaaa dea DMiHM di mtetia fo Qrand; 

JArebeaMx. «aa>ire^.la Gaem, deSwtAw . 
Uiatoira de la Ouerra de Sew Ana, pto rridem if. 

K3 
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governor of Neisse, Madame de Tre&kow, which is so 
highly honourable to her that it ought not to be omit- 
ted. Arehenholz, who tells it, says he received it from 
the Baron d*Eichberg» the Austrian officer who him- 
self gave occasion to it. Madame de Treskow was 
tiviBgx>n her husband's small estate near Neisse, when 
Eichberg was sent to h^r to offer her and her husband 
any advantages which the court of Vienna could be- 
stow upon them, if Treskow' would give up Neisse 
to the imperial troops. . Treskow had. been lately a 
prisoner of war at Vienna, where^ both he and iiis 
wiiip had received many civilities and kindnesses 
from the empress, the jrecital of which was made 
use of by Eichberg as a means of opening the nego- 
tiation, as well as an earnest of future favours. Very 
different, however, was the reception of the pro- 

Eosal from that which the Austrian emissary had 
oped for. The idea of encouraging her husband 
thus to betray his country excited m Madame de 
Treskow the liveliest indignation : ** Is it possible," 
replied she, " that . such a proposition should have 
beeoT made to me r* In vaia did the officer attempt 
to calm her. So great was her horror of those who 
couM have imagined such a scheme, that she re- 
solved not to remain longer among them, but to go 
and share the dangers of the siege with her husband. 
When sh^ abandoned her house and estate, where 
she had previously intended to have remained, she 
said to Eichberg, *' We are poor, and this is all we 
possess. Forced by my regard for honour and 
patriotism, I leave it in your hands ; if you choose 
to take your revenge, you cai" The officer, moved 
even to tears at her noble devotion, implored her te 
change her resolution, but in vain : she set off fox 
the fortress the same night ; and aU that Eichberg 
could obtain from her was the permission to accom* 
pany her, and see her safe through the Austrian 
army, and to the gate of Neisse.* 

« Arobaiduls, Hitiolre de la Guerro de Bept Aai» 
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ThttS'did the >advantage8 which might hav0 been 
expected to result to the AustrianB from the action 
at.Hochkirchen end in the triumph of their enemie^ 
through the boldhesa and 9kill of ^ the King of Prus- 
sia, and the too great circumspection and want of 
enterprise of Daun. It is true, -the latter commander* 
as soon as he discovered that the Prussians had es<- 
caped him, sent General liaudon with a strong de- 
tachment to harass their march. But although Lau- 
don showed great dexterity in this service, and was 
enabled to throw many difficulties in their way, he 
neither succeeded in stopping them nor in prevent* 
log their relieving the besieged towns. These suc- 
cesses of the ■ Prussians were followed by several 
£maUer ones, obtained by the Generals Golz and 
Werner over the Enemies in Upper Silesia ; whoin 
they finally succeeded in driving out of that i^art of 
the province.* 

Marshal Daun had, /meanwhile, marched towards 
Dresden, and seized upon the strong camp of Pima, 
which was occupied by General Finck and a smafl 
detachment of Prussians, who were, however, un- 
able to make head against the superior forces of the 
Austriaiis. Upon the approach of Daun to the Saxoa 
capital, Greneral Itzenplitz, who commanded the Prus- 
sian troops in the absenee of Prince Henry, retired 
under the cannon of the town.f On the 10th of No 
vember, Daun attacked the suburbs, which Count 
Schm^ttau, the Prussian governor, was compelled to 
burn. The children of the King of Poland were in 
Dresden, and the fear of injuring them prevented 
Daun from urging his attacks as vigorously as he 
would otherwise have done. This gave time to the 
King of Prussia to arrive from Silesia ; and upon his 
approach the Austrians retired, and took up their 
winter-quarters in Bohemia.^ 

* ArchenholK, Histoire d« la Guerre de Sept An«. 
t HistoirB de li| Guerre de Sept Aiie. par Frederic IT. 
I MaUer,T«bUfta deu nuerret de Frederic le Grand. 
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' When Daun domifnenced th^ 6i«)i|^ 64* iDresdcm, he 
fted sent the jarmy of the circles agahuA Torgsn«6i 
lieipsio. The detachftaeiit intended ag^ilist the fofrw 
tner was eoimnanded by the Prince of t>eux-Po«itst 
Ibat against the latter by the 'Mtt^ha^ HFtaddick^ 
CtenerS Wcdel, who had dtiven the Swedes oiil of 
the March of Brandenlrarght marched agam^ Haid* 
ttick, and obliged him to raise the siege of Torg^tt^ 
Whfle Oonnt Dohna^ who arrived from' Po«fieratlki, 
liaising united his troops to th6se pf W^del, bfeail 
ffaddick near Igulenboni^, and then drove the Prin^ 
itff Deux-Ponts away firom Leipsic* 

Thqs, at the close of the cfampaign, the Pitis^stos^ 
in spite of thehr overwhelming disaster at Hotch* 
kitchen, were enabled to cornel their enemies td 
abandon the sieges of Oolberg, Cosel, Neifiise, Dres- 
den, Torgau, and Lelpsic.^ They even evacuated 
also the fortress of Sonnenstein, which they had 
taken. And the Prusmans thus still ^und them- 
eelves masters of Silesia, Saxony, and Pomerani^i 
^ of which provinces had, however, been mvudh 
laid waste. Prince Henry again look the comnyand 
tit the army in Saxony, and the king returned td, 
JBreslau.f 

It iis necessary, before conclndtng tiie s^ovnt of tf«d' 
military operations of this year, to cast a rapid glance 
at the latter part of the campaign of Prince Ferdi* 
nand of Brunswick. That general, after driving thfi 
French army, commanded by the Count of Olermc^t^ 
but of Germany, as has been before related, himself 
passed the Rhme early in the month of Jdtie, at a 
place called Emmerich ; and, continuing to advance, 
came up with the enemies on the 23d of the san^e 
fnonth, near Crevelt, where he obtained a complete 
Victory over them. This was fdllpwed by some 
other partial successes: by the taking of Rure* 
monde by the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, who 

* Grimdard, TablMQ de la Vie et du Itegne de ih«d«rie le Grand. , 
t MflUeri Tableau dee Gnerree de Frederic le Grand. 
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even puslied his detachments as far as the gates of 
Brussels, and by that of Dusseldorf. Wesel, where 
the French had a very numerous garrison, wpuld 
probably have fallen; but Prince Ferdinand was 
obliged to repass ,the Rhine, in consequence of the 
advantages obtained by the Prince of Spubise, in 
Hi^sse, over. the Prince of Ysenbourg, whom Prince 
Ferdinand had left there at the head of 7000 men.* 

On the^ 14th of August, Prince Ferdinand effected 
his junction with 12,000 English auxiliaries, com* 
manded by the Duke of Marlborough.f The disor- 
ders incidental to a camp attacked these troops, and 
one of the' first csgrried off by them was the diike* 
This was peculiarly unfortunate, as the command 
upon his death devolved upon Lord George Sack* 
viUe,| with whom Prince Ferdinand was not on good 
terms. The prince had. gained complete possession 
of the Duke of Marlborough, which, considering the 
respective talents of the two men, was a most de- 
sirable circumstance. But the haughtiness and im- 
patience of control of Lord Gieorge had early caused 
a separation between him and the commander-in- 
chief: this, in his. new position, became every day 
wider and more irreconcilable ; while the new second 
in command. Lord Granby,^ added ^till more to the 
ill-will and ill-humour of Lord George, by siding 
with Prii\ce Ferdinand.|| 

* Hbrtoira de la Gnerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic TI. 
. t Cbarlaa (Spencer), aeooiid Dake of Btartboroogh, aoD of Chartoi 
(Speneer), third Earl of Sonderiaiid, by Anoe CburcbiUhU wifojdaagli* 
ter of John the great Doke of Marlborough. 

t Third mm of Lionel (SaekrUle), Orel Duke of Dorset^ He after^ 
ward ttfok the name o( Oerroaine, and was In 1788 created Viacoiat 
SaekTille. Died 1785. 

^ John (Manneni) Marqniaof Granby, eldest eon of John (Manners), 
third Dnke of Rutland. The hero of alebooee eigna, and the moat popular 
military commander who has as yet appeared in England. His generosity, 
kiiul-heartedness«engaging manners,and heroic bravery made him the idol 
of the Botdiers and of the people. He appears to have been a man of no 
talent. He died 10th October, 1770. Lord Granby*s popularity at the 
time of his going to the war in Germany was sn great that no less than 
Sn young offlcera requested to betillowed to serve as his aids-ds-eamp 
upon that occasion. 

H Mamoirs by Horaoe Walpole, Earl of Orftird. 



The Frtncli, who vrete no'wr cottirri^tided by M. de 
G<Mitad<d8, ill the' place of the Ooilnt of Cleritiontf 
^a|^n iiBeroese^ th^ Rhihe ; 'but the able tdn^positions 
ofPiiliee 'Ferdiniattd pre*rented theiifeffectlng any 
4hing of ebwseqiienee durihg the remainder of the 
^mpaign. At the Bsune time he succeeded in driving 
the Prince 6f Sdttbise Ottt ' ttf the whole country of 
Hesse ; and the hereditary Prinze of Brunswick took 
Marbourg, the only fortress in those parts remain- 
ing in the possession' of the French, after a siege of 
«' few days.* Aftet the taking of this place, the 
HUtes, Who were in possession of the whole of West- 
^dia an& Lower Saxony, went into winter-quarters. 
At the conclusion of this glotious campaign, the King 
of England sent the King of* Prussia " his thanks for 
helving' lent him so good a gerteraL"t 

The ye^itBS concluded \^ith a new' treaty, jfened 
Oti the 30th of December, bfetweenihe ieourt of Ver- 
sSkilles and that of Viehna, which was partly oc- 
casioned by a new 6ne' having been entered into be- 
tween England and Prusisia early in the *?ime month, 
by which the formeir poweV agreed to pky the latter a 
filrther subsidy of 670,600/4 The French and Aus^ 
trian treaty was the woA of the new minister for 
Ibreign affairs in France, the Diike of Choiseul, who 
iaiontinued so long to be the difectcrt" of the counsels 
of that country, and in that Capacity exhibited great 
want of skill and unbounded extravagance. Bemis 
had been disgraced for qutorellin? with his benefac- 
tl'ess Madaniede Pompadour. Choiseul was a tior-. 
ralner by birth : he had himself been ambassador 
from France to Vienna ; and his father, M. de Stain- 
ville, had been ambassador from the emperor to '^a- 
rts. Under these circumstances it was hot unnatu- 
ral that he should wish to strengthen the bonds of 
union between the two courts witn which he was so 

* Histoire de la Guerre de SefKAne, parFTedeiie D. 
t BCeraoire by Hmsm Wslpole, Earl of OrAvnt. 
i Toyftnfn Memoire of Frederio lU 
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much connec^tecL This, treaty contained many arti- 
cles and stipulations, all to the advantage of the em- 
press-queen ; but its real object was the destruction 
o^ Frederic; which, indeed, was confessed in the, 
preamble, where it was said, ^ that nothing but the 
diminishing of th|^ pernioibus power of the King pi 
Prussia could re-e;stahlish the tranquillity of Ger^ 
many." In conformity with the spirit of this treaty, 
the agents of France, and Austria employed the win- 
ter in preaching, through Europe a crusade against 
th^ Prussian moharch. With these views they were 
of course peculiarly active at Petersburg, in their 
attempts to keep alive the haired of the Empress 
Elizabeth against the common foe.* 

The winter, which, through the rest of Germany, 
put an end to military pperations, had not the. same 
effect hi Swedish Pomerania. The Prussian and 
Swedish generals continued fighting there duripg 
the months of January and February ; but the ad-, 
vantages gained were entirely on the side of the 
former. Coupt Dohna, who had passed through 
Mecklenburg into the Uker March, arove Hamilton 
•he Sw:edish commander back to Stralsund with con- 
siderable loss. At the same time, General Canitz 
attacked the Swedish fortress of Anclam ; and Count 
Sparre, who commanded there, ivas obliged to capitu- 
late ; and he an^ his garrison, consisting of above 
1200. men, were taken prisoners of war. General 
Manteufel besieged Demmin and the fort of Pena- 
munde, and took them both, with their garrisons. 
The senate of Sweden finally recalled the unsuccess- 
ful Hamilton, and replaced him by General Lantings- 
hausen.t 

It is said that the losses of the King of Prussia in 
the campaign of 1758 amounted to 30,000 men, while 
that 6f his enemies exceeded .100,000, What a dread- , 
ful picture of war do these details give us ! especially 

Bistolre de la Guerre de Sept Ans, par Frederk;!! , 
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when we add to Ihem the horrors and miseries suf-" 
fered by the inhabitants of the colintricjs occupied or 
marched, through bv the different armies. Of these 
some idea may be formed from the bait>aroiis orders 
given and executed by the Frfench commanders. 
Among other despatches of a similar kind) the Mar- 
shal (Je Belle-Isle, then one of the principal French 
ministers, writes thus, on the 5th of October, to the 
Marshal de Contades : — *' You must make a desert 
of Westphalia ; and with regard to the countries of 
Lippe and Paderbom, as these are very fertile prov- 
inces, you must take great care to destroy every 
thing in thein without exception."* 

The campaignf we are about to commence the 
relation of, though perhaps the most disastrous in 
the whole history of Frederic, commenced under 
favourable auspices for the Prussians. A Polish 
prince, Sulkowsky, undertook, in the mon^ of Feb- 
ruary, to levy troops and establish magazines for the 
Russians. The King of Prussia sent General Wober- 
snow with 8000 men against him; who took the 

Srince prisoner, and destroyed his magazines, before 
is allies the Russians were able to afford him any 
assistance. The Polish soldiers were compelled to 
eiiter the Prussian service, and the prince was- sent 
prisoner to the fortress of Glogau.J 

In spite of the rigours of the season, Prince Henry 
plunged into Bohemia, crossed the rocky mountains, 
and passed the dangerous defiles of that countiy ; 
and, wherever he came^ dissipated the troops of the 
enemy. In March, another Prussian general, Knob- 
loch, who had been sent by^ Prince H^nry intoThu- 
ringia, seized upon the town of Erfurt, and defeated 
a detachment of Austrians; while the General Lind- 
stadt dislodged the Austrian general Campitelli, and 
destroyed many of the enemy*s magazines. Gene* 

* Archenbols, Histoira de la Gnene de BepC Am. 
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itf[ Fcraqtiet^aisd united BeviUd^ who liad tti&d^ ^ 
inra^tion into Upper SHesiiu In April, Pnnce Henry; 
wtio had assembled' hw anMV^ near Zwickau in Saae^ 
WiTi and'the^ generatetinder mt/t, obtained sotne coAi 
Bideratile aedtantti^tf over the Austtians. Genertd 
Hulsen surprised Greneral Reinhard, and took him 
and 3000 men prisohers ; and General Auschersleben 
made an expe^ioii' f^SfiSf^'vflieY^' he destroyed 
tiie great Austrian magazines, and burnt 150 boats 
upon the Elbe.* 

Meanwhile, the King^'of Phissia had reassembled 
his army near Landshut; and Daun took up an ad- 
vantageous position 0{^sHe to him, between S^chatis-' 
lav anSl Tra^tenau* In the month of Majd Ckiftaral 
l^ck defeated, at Asch; a detachment under* the 
oommand of Count Maguire; and Meinechie and 
Kleist surprised the Baron de Riedesel nearHimmel- 
skroh, and look him prisoner, with 2500 Austrian 
titoops. They then laid Bamberg, Wiirzbourg; and 
aUter imperial towns tinder contribution. Mecklen^ 
targ'was aldo invaded by the Prussian detach- 
ments, and' Schwerin was taken by them; They 
Wvied'hfeavy contributions upon the whole country,' 
in revenge for the hatred shown by the Duke or 
MWcklenburg to the King of Prussia; who, thbUgK 
80 insignificant a sovereijpi had entered with ardouf 
into the league against him. 

Upon this occasion the Princess Charlotte' of 
M@eldetiburg^6trelitz,* afterward Queen of' Etg* 
land, wrote a feeling letter to the King of Phisrsia; 
describing the devastations caused by his troops, of 
which she was herself an eyewitness. Frederic 
Was touched by this; and is supposed, in conse- 
quence, to have mentioned her, upon a subsequent* 
occasion, with eulogy to the English government,' 
whbn they were in search of a wife for the young' 
OeorgetheThird.f Prince H^nry obliged the army' 

* jitehenbfllx. flbioir^'de laOiidrre de S«i^ Aak f 'iMH ' 
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of the empire to retire, from Nuremberg witb con- 
siderable 1098 ; but the Austriaiis^ who menaced an 
irruption into Saxony from Bohemia, compelled the 
prince quickly to return to his original post, and to 
give up thQ pursuit of the troops of the circles** 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Operations of the Raasians and Aaetriane— Battle of ZuUicban— Jane- 
tlon oflSoltikof and Laudon— B>ittleorKuneradoif->I)resden taken by 
die Aiutriana^FarUMr Moreoienie of tlie bostile Anniea— Dann in tte 
, Camp of Plauen^Afikir of Maxen-T-^General Dierecke and his Corp* 
taken Prisoners— The Swedes obtain Advantages— CaiApaignorPrinee 
Ferdinand— Vottaice'B Account of the King of ftroasia's Verses on ' 
Lewis the Fifteenth. 

^— . 

The Russians had assembled thehr army in Poland^ 
and appeared to intend invading the King of Prus- 
sians territories. Count Dohna therefore left a de* 
tachment under the command of General Kleist to 
make head against the Swedes ; while he himself^ 
collecting all the troops he could muster, whick 
amounted to 28,000 men, marched against 86^000 
Russians. By the happy choice of his positions, 
and the judicious nature of his marches, lie for some 
time kept the Russian multitude. at bay,,and at a 
considerable distance from the Prussian frontiers. 
At length the Want of provisions obliged him to fall 
back into the interior of the Prussian territorjesi 
which enabled Fermor, the Russian general, to post 
his army at Babimost, near to Zullichau, on the 
frontiers of Poland. t Shortly aftejr this, Fermor was 
succeeded in the command of the Russian forces by 
Field-marshal the Count de Soltikof, but he remained 
gtill with the army, and acted under the orders of 

« MOIlmr, Tablean des Gaerrea de Frederie to Quad. t IbU 
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ld» successor; and Dohira, witli whose condluct the 
Kin^ of Prassia was dissatisfied, resigned the^ con* 
duct of the Prussian armv to General Wedel.*^ ^ 

Frederic, appalled by his -losses, had determined 
during^ this campaign to remain, if possible, on the 
.defensive. - His army, therefore, did npt move from 
its position near Landshut.t Daun was some tinie 
before he discovered the intentiop^ of his enemy ; 
and when he had discoveredthem^ he lost sii^ weeks 
in a correspondence with Fermor, for the purpose 
of settling a^combined plan of operations. At length 
they agreed that Daun should enter Lusatia ; that he 
should send a large reinforcement of cavalry to the 
Russians ; and that he should hold the king in check 
while the Russians destroyed the army of General 
Wedel. Daun placed his camp near Marklissa, on 
a spot where the bonndaried of Bohemia, Silesia, and 
Lusatia join« The King of Prussia planted himself 
opposite to him, near a village called Duringswor* 
werk, and appointed General Fouquet to cover the 
narrow defile which leads 1^ Landshut The Aus- 
trian general DeviHe attempted to penetrate into 
Silesia by Friedland, but Fouquet placed himself in 
the passes of the mountains, and obliged him to re- 
treat with great loss. 

These occurrences happened early in July, and 
the next event in the campaign was the battle of Zid- 
lichau, fought between SoltSiof apd Wedel.t We- 
del took the command on the 33d of July. He was 
neither acquainted wjth his own troops nor with those 
of the enemy, nor with the country in which he was 
to fight ; in spite of which hindrances to success, he 
had received positive orders from the King of Prus- 
sia to attack the Russians without delay, and what- 
ever it might cost ; supposing he could not, in any 
Other way, prevent their junction with theur Austrian 



* Orimoard, Tableaa de la Vie et da Reg na de Fredertola Gnad. 
' Arcbenbolz, HlatolM de la. Guerre de Sept Ana. 
MOUar, ^ViUaaa dot Gnarraa da Fredaric la Grand. 
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auxiliaries. tJnder tii^se eh^tirostaacee, fiiKl;iiqg«0 
dn by (he comraandd c^f his sovereigOy Wedel wfM» 
^obliged tb' venture an engagrelnentoathedSd of /Jujj^t 
the . day after he had arrived at tha'army.* fioUlkof 
liad turned the left'^ingdf^Wedelyand hadadviatooad 
^as far. as Palzi^, with a view of meeting Geiunal 
Xaudoh, whp, at the head of 30,000 men, wastmandi- 
AT\g to join him. Wedi^l, when he found th^ SUM* 
:k6f had passed him, drew his ^oops.out in otdensdf 
battle along a niarsby stream. His oexitpe efttemptod 
tp cross it^'by Rieans of a narrow Mdge. but Avas 
stopped :foy the we]l-dii«cted hre of the iRussiaiis. 
.:He then directed his j^rincipal attack against. tile 
'Russian fight wingi hopmg by that means to KQgain 
his communication with Qrossen and ^raakfost, 
which they had out olf. General Manteufel, indio 
Jied this attack, -passed ihe rivulet, and ^ew iia 
^Russian right into confudoo.' fiut the ;rest oi itfae 
Pinssian Ithe, from the fauH of <theif positioBU weap 
not able to support or to continue the bri£Lialit:OAaet 
of Manteufel. The Russian artillery- ocoasiegiifid^tl 
j^at carnage in their ranks,, and General Wobemncnr 
wsEs killed, and Manteufel dangerously wouadeA* 
^Towards evening the Prussians were obliged .to m- 
»treat to Moksau, but without being pursued. Hmk 
1o$s,had amounted to 4700 killed and wounded.; ;and 
they lost, besides, fifteen cannons and six standasdau 
"The killed and wounded of the Russians atnounted 
^o 5000 men. On the 25th the Prussians passed the 
Oder near Schicherzig. 8oltikof ■marched along the 
right side of the river to Frankfort; and Wedel cm 
the other side, to obi^erve his motions, to Muhhrpse.f 
Shortly after the battle of Zullicfaau, Laudon e^ 
feeted his junction with Soittkof at Frankfort 4m 
the Oder. He had left General Haddiek with 18,000 
*men at Ouben, while he himself pMshed forward vnik, 
IS^QOiO, CQQsiatiQg principally of cavalry .{ Iiiimfl« 

* ArclMiilioU. Hiftoire Ae \$ Guerre de Sept Arns. 
t MOUer, Tableau dea Guerret de Frederic le^hrvoi 
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diately after the Junctiqti the tmited army of the Rus* 
nans and Austrians placed themselves in an in- 
trenched camp on the right bank of the Odeif, near 
Kunersdorf.* " . . 

As soon as the disastroas ne\vB of the defeat of 
ZuUichau had reached the King of Prussia^ he de- 
termined upon immediately himself .heading the 
army which he destined to act against the Russians. 
With this intention, he sent for his brother Prince 
Henry, and confiding to him the command of the 
force wldch was. observing Marshal Daun, he.'hini- 
self, having collected' all. the troops he coidd spare 
from other services, proceeded ^o join the army of 
"Wedel. In his march, he fell upon the rear-guard 
of Haddick's detachment, near Guben, and took 2000 
prisoners. During the night of the 10th and 11th 
of August he passed the Oder at Reitwent, and en- 
camped near Bischoff6e. His army, when united 
with that of Wedel, consisted of only 48,000 men i 
while that of the Russians and Austrians amounted 
to 96,000; who were, besides, defended by strong 
intrenchments. f None of these disadvantages, hoV- 
ever, intimidated Frederic, but he determined upon' 
giving bs^ttie the next day. 

On the morning of the 19th of August General 
Finck appeared with the right wing of the Prqssian 
army on a height which was opposite to the left side 
of the Russian camp. This evolution Was performed 
with a view of attracting attention; while, at the 
same time, the king made his infantry defile to the 
left, and form themselves in battle array in a wood ; 
and the Prince of Wirtemberg, who commanded the 
Prussian cavalry, having made a detour in order to 
arrive unexpectedly at his post, suddenly presented 
himself before the enemy's centre. The Prussian 
vanguard commenced the attack with fixed bayo- 
nets, under a dreadful fire of artillery ; in spite of 

* Archmiholz. Hixtoire de Is Goerre de Sepc Am. 
t BisKilrpdelftOiiemdtSipcAos^ptrFlrederiell 

L9 



12f Jb^B OF runftia n. [ITM. 

which they /breed Um Sipmnii tiitreiichinentB, md 
entered them« foUawed by the kin^juid the vliole 
liDeofUi^ajrmy. At this moment the viptory«eeined 
almost decided in favour, of the Prussians, as the 
Qufisiiu) le/l wing w|^ louted and oblig^ed to retire 
t|}rou|;h a deep rayinet behhid ttoe village of Knncra- 
(Iprf. , The foremost Prueaiaim, pursuing the enenrf 
with too much ardour along the r»vine, were stopped 
$uid driven back by the taking fire of the Rue- 
^an cmmu»f They were thrown back upon, other 
advancing battalionst and in a. short time the whole 
pf this {^ of the, Prussian army was in a state of 
eomplete disorder* From the nature of the groimdt 
th^ Prussians could never succeed in restoring or* 
deri or fqrming themselves anew ; while the Russians 
continued to extend their line, and to bring their 
artillery to bear upon them with a most destruotive 
precision* General Seidlitz, in trying to rally tbs 
troops, and lead them on again, was wounded ; and 
a similar fate awaited the Prince of Wirtemberg. 
General Putkammer,.at the head of the light^troops 
and hussars, made a desperate charge, and was killed 
in the onset* For six hours did the Prussians, with 
an incredible bravery, though in disorder, opposed 
to an enemy greatly superior to them in^ numbers, 
and mowed down in wljole ranks by the fire of hi9 
artillery, keep their ground.*^ 

Frederic, who was obstinately bent upon wrestinff 
the victory from the Russians, led his troops severu 
times in person to the charge* He had two horses 
killed under him, and his clothes were pierced witt 
balls, The latter attacks, which seemed almost 
hopeless, be commanded, it is said, against the ad- 
vice of \i\9 prinoinal ifenerals. At len^. General 
Landon finished the contest, by appearing with the 
Austrian cavalry, which had not sufferied -at all, at 
tha bead of anoth^ir covins, and falling i^^mmi tke 
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Praasian right wing. Hie conftwioa mw became 
genend anoog the infeiitr]r» who w^re obliged xmi* 
Tersally to retreat; and from the nature of the groundi 
and the d^kulty of ea[tricatiiig themaelv'ds trom the 
eittrances to the Russian inirenchmentSy the <^ttmage 
was necessarily ilreadful. The. king remained the 
last upoh the fieki of battle. He collected some dis^ 
persed battalioos, with the intention of arresting the 
puraitut of the Yictorious allies^ and> if po6»ble, of 
saving his own artillery. But he was soon sur* 
rounded by their caFalry, and had great difficulty in 
m^ung his esci^. Finally, the scattered remains 
of the Prussian army rained themselves about a 
league from the field of battle, at tirotitz, from 
wbence^'the next day they retired to Reitwent.* 

The King of Prussia was much assisted in his re* 
treat by General Pinck; who had also so greatly 
distinguished himself in the engagement/in ralljnng 
the troops, forming them again* repairing the disor** 
der^ and leadiog tl^m to the charge, that Frederic 
paid him the high compliment of telling him that 
** he would become a second Turenne.**! 

The battle of Frankfort or Kunersdorf, for it has 
been called by both names, was by\far the most 
diestructive one to the Prussians m any they had 
yet ^dured. They lost 7684 killed, besides 11,119 
wounded ; among whom were almost all the generals 
and odicers of distinction. ^ They also lost the 
greater part of iheir artillery, including 100 cannons, 
which they had, in the beginning of the contest, 
taken from the enemy. The loss of the allies 
amounted to 3511 killed and 12,360 wounded. 

Among the killed on the Prussian side was Major 
Kleist, an eminlent German poet. In one of his own 
poems he had predicted his fate, in a line which may 
be. thus translated 1*—** And I also shall, perhaps* 
some day be called upon to die for my country.** 

r 

* MemoirM da Comie de Hordt.^Tiw>wrti Mtiaoiw sC Ftodnio m 
t Tuwan*i aiMwiiftor FmtKif OL 
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He led a oattalioa ^igainst the enemy, and seized 
upoa. three of iheir batteries. In this service his 
right hand was shattered hy.a ball ; upon which he 
grasped his Sword in his left hand, and again headed 
his troops in their attack upon a fourth battery.. 
Here he was again wounded, and fbilr His soldiers 
took him up, and placed him in a ditch, that he might 
be out of the dangers of the iti^l^e during the com- 
bat. Here he was found by the m^ciless Cossacks^ 
who, though his wounds were bleeding profusely, 
had the inhumanity to strip him even of his shirt* 
His miserable condition excitetl the pity of some 
llussian hussavs, who threw over him an old cloak, 
and. gave him a morsel of bread and a half a florin. 
But another horde of Cossacks arrived, who took 
from him what the charity of their companions had 
bestowed. He thus remained all night, naked and 
bleeding. The next day he was fotiUd, and con* 
veyed prisoner to Frankiort. But succour came too 
late. His wounds, which were not in themselves 
mortal, had become so by neglect, and from the 
muddy water in which they h^ been so ion^ imr 
mersed. He died a few days after the battle, and 
w^s honourably buried by the Russians.* 

Soltikof, the Russian general, is reported to have 
said, after this battle, in allusion to the losses his. 
army had sustained, ** If I win such another victory 
as these last two,t I shall have to go alone, with my 
truncheon in my hand, to Petersburgh, to convey 
the news of it,** He also wrote to the empress, 
when sending the detail of the battle, **Your 
majesty must not be. surprised at the greatness of 
our loss. It is the custom of the King of Prussia 
to sell his defeats very dear.*^ In the early part of 
the day it is said that Frederic, from the advantage 
gained in forcing the Russian intrenohments, was so 

* Arehonholz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ani. 
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eonfidettt of the 'vieuky^mg his own, that lie ac- 
tmWy^rroie =thu8 .to the qneenr*^^ Wadam, we have 
driven the Anssians 'from ftehr httrenchments ; in 
t^o ivdinrs expect to "heare^a dorioas victory." At 
the 'cnd of 'the day, 1»^was 'oMgiBd'to send her a note 
of ^veiy dffFerentchamctert-ri** Remove from 'Berlin 
with the royal f »mily. 'Left thi^ archives be carried 
t0 iPotsdam. The town ' nmy mdke conditions with 
the fwemy.** 

The fears of Frederic with regard to the fete of 
BeiAin werentjy however, upon the present occasion 
feidized. 'The ^Hnssiaits, who were still afraid of 
lum, in, sphe «^ *hi3 flefe«t, remamed qiiiet in their 
mtrenc^mente ;, and allowed *him time to ensure the' 
safety of his C2Kpital,tb remount his artillery, and to 
eollect a sufficient amry'to prote4:^ Srandenburgh ; 
at the Hsaine time '8eftachin^ from it the General 
Wunsch, with a con^derdble body of men, who 
marched into Baxony.f General wunsch, who had 
vemained with a small detadhmerit on the other side 
•f the Oderi Vad talcen Frankfort while the battle 
was actuftlly going on ; but when he found the issue 
of it, -he was obliged to abandon Im conquest, and 
to march to join the beaten army.l , 

The news of Prmce Ferdinand of firunswidc*8 
victory ever the French at IVfinden was brought 
to the King of Prussia at the moment of the battle 
. of Knnerslorf. When he sent the prince'^ messen- 
ger -back, 'he «aid to him, " I am sorry that my 
answer to so a^freeable apiece of news is not a more 
satisfactory one ; however, if in your journey back, 
3WU find the passages open, and that J)aun is not 
idready fft Beifin, ^d Oontades at Ms^deburg, you 
may assure Prince Ferdinand from me, that our loss 
will not prove a very important onc'^ij 

• 'T0«rer#i Memainf «r fVederie III. 
t Arcbanbols, Histoira de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
i MOUar, Tableau dea Ou^rrea da -Frodarlo la Ovand. 
> ArthiHliril«i HMoIra dtt Ik Oatrra da Sapt Ana. 
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Marshal Daun, upon hearing of the battle of Ki|r 
nersdorf, marched with the. main body of his army 
to meet the Russians, who, on their side, advanced 
into Lusatia; in order to unite with him.. To prevent 
this junction, Prince Henry marched from During^* 
worwerk towards Sagaji; and detached General 
Stutterheim in the direction of Zittau and Friedland, 
who destroyed the magazines of Daiin. At the same 
time, the Kmg of Prussia advancecl as far as Lubbeni 
to meet his- enemies. > 

The army of the einpire, and variouis detachments 
of Austrian troops, had meanwhile taken possession 
of the greater part of Saxony. Leipsic, Torgau, 
and Wittemberg fell into their hands during the 
month of August ; and the surrender of these towns 
was followed by that of Dresden. Frederic, in the 
hopes of saving the latter city, had sent General 
Wiinsch to its assistance, who joined to his own de* 
tachment the garrisons of Leipsic, Torgau, and Wit- 
temberg, retook the two latter places in his way, 
and then presented himself before Dresden. He, 
however, arrived there too late. The t^russian com- 
mandant, General Schmettau,had capitulated exactly 
the day before.* , Dresden had been invested by cer- 
tain detachments of the Austrian army^ previously 
to the battle .of Kunersdorf ; and to theso^had since 
been added the great body of the army of the cir- 
cles, commanded by the Prince of Deux-ponts. 
Schmettau had defended himself with great bravery, 
and had disregarded the various menaces which the 
besieging commanders had made use of to intin^idate 
him ; but when he heard of the defeat of his master, 
and did not hear of the probable arrival of any suc- 
cours, he deemed it more advisable to capitulate ; 
and thus to save the treasure belonging to the King 
of Prussia, and amounting to 5,000,000 of crowns, 
Ji^hich was deposited at Dresden. The besiegers^ 

* nailer, Tableau dw Gnerres dt Froderio to Grand. 
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who were aware of the s^pproach of General Wonschy 
though Schmettau was not, were too happy to obiaiii 
possession of the place upon a^ny terms ; and thev 
therefojre agreed to the demand&of ^chmettau, wliich 
were, that he should be permitted to retire where hc^ 
pleased with his garrison, their baggage/ and thie 
treasure. These stipulations were afterward ill kept 
by the conquering troops and their generals ; who 
acted, in many inst^ces, with great cruelty to the' 
Prussian g^rri^on, pillaged their effects, and even 
fired upon and killed some of them. At length 
Schmettau succeeded in extricating his troops from 
^ese ungenerous and unfaithful enemies.* 

General Wiinsch retired, , and in his march at^ 
tacked and defeated General St. Andr^,. who, during 
his absence, had made ah unsuccessful attempt upon 
Torgau. The action, was the more glorious to 
Wiinseh,,a8 he had only 4000 men with him, sLnd St. 
Andre had 14,000. The consequence of this 8ui:^ess 
was the recovery of Jjcipsic by Wtinsch, an4 the 
taking the whole garrison, together ^Ith Prince Ho- 
henlohe the governor, prisoners. f This occurred 
about the middle of September; and shortly aftef-* 
ward Frederic detached General Finck to the assist* 
ance of, Wiinsch. . As soon as they were united 
they marched together to Meissen ; where, though 
far inferior in numbers to their enemies, they on the 
Sl'st of September gave battl^ to 'the combined forces 
of the empire and of Austria, and defeated them. 
The loss of the Prussians in this engagement 
amounted to 800 men ; and that of the allied troops 
to 2617. 

The want of provisions and the disposition of the 
Prussian forces had obliged Daun to relinquish his 
intention of effecting a junction with Soltikof; and 
he had therefore' retired to Budissin. When, how- 
ever, he heard of the success of the Prussians near 

* AnihenhblK, Hiatofire de la Gaerre de Sept Ans. 
t MiiUei Tableau de« GiMrrea de Fnsderle le Grand 
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6i9Daial; Fdnekl ni^] int^lklt tv attadD. thati oit^ 
Bmce HeiH^v on .the oftfaar haBd« adnraneed.te.'^siipii 
piMrt'FinokySuifMFtsed th«^d0taciMttcDtx>f.the :^bi8tinar 
itoneral Yehla,. noair Hi>eBMreid^4»kaBrpiBCBs^ 609^ 
lMien,.aa]d,t9«k l^OOtipidBoiien!; andtheii^.takiiii^ifaiv 
QMid b^ Tofgau«iii0ft*Piaeki ntfecTStnblfco. 

. tlh^ mt^ntton ol/Sokiio^aodrLandotiffli) tbii^Mo 
Qod of thldioampaigiif niamaly) thet cmnawitBemeBi! 
o^iOfttober, was to ' make ^ iirupthm* ioto ^ Sikshu 
Bui ;the able dispositidns'Ol'thevKiog of^PrvMia y»^ 
venHd the 9uoce8«iof:thi»«<^beiwek He'^mitoUtgieid: 
them to passi thet Oder^ aad suoeeeded • air . leagth iihr 
driving: them back into Polaiid^asaiatedrbyitheiwaiit 
qC provisions^ . whichx existed to: a i great extent' inr 
tbi^r armyw The Rosaiana aremaiaed on the frontier 
(^Poland* and the A«6tria&8,. oomflnanded by Lan^ 
dipiif. retired into, their i own/ dominipna* FredeHd' 
wasjiow attacked byeaeevere a filnof.gout, ^batbev 
was oblige to ga and liurterhinffiiaif at Glogam 
while iie -sent General HulaeB-wttli the greater pavtf 
of (hid^army to reinforeet in iSaxony^ Prince Henry; 
who no^ found JumaelCopipoeed to thei whole army^ 
ol.Daun, as well as- to thatof the empire^*' 

The plan of Daim had been to blockade, if pe*' 
mbk) the Prussians- in. their carap^'and to prevent! 
tbem from communicating with ther towns of Leipstot 
and Wittemberg, wjiere were their magazines^ In? 
thiS) however, he had been foiled by the- skill .'ojr.^ 
Frinee -Henry; several of his detachments had heed' 
oblig^ to retire from their positions; .and one^coDi'- 
manded by the Duke of Aremberg, had beennde^^ 
floated .by Wiinsch, who took. 1^0 prisoners.- These 
di^aster8y together with the arrival of the reinforce^' 
mant. under Hulsen^ which was followed after, ai 
ahort^interval by that of the king in peraen^ obligedft 
ttM^s cautious f-Daun to retire into an .impfegps3N#« 

* Histolre de M Gatm-da.Sent Ab% p«t FMflik.JL-*lilUlff9 
TftUeau dei^imrw 4«'Fn^rU 1« Onad. 
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cnin{> behind the gteat rafine of Plaaenit « jMiiioa 
which also ensured the safety of Dresden.* Fredetlr 
sent out detachments to ran the Austriaa nia0a- 
ziftee ; but Daun fenroined imiiioveable, having sent, 
the army o€ ^the circles to Phna, and^ his own siek 
flsid Btiperiluoti^ boggfage into Bohemia* These 9St*^ 
ittngements were considered by the king as synpp^ 
toms^f an intention on the part of Bami to retresAf. 
ynd' ufl^r tMs i4ea be sent Filick, on the nth ot 
Neireniber^ at the head oif 14,000 men, to Maxen, m 
position in the tear of Daan; hopiiq^ by thiis niove«. 
ment, to which Prmce Neniy and Finok himself had 
yahily objected, to hasten the retreat of Daun thtfli 
1lohemia.t 

By this rasherohitioti Flnck wae cpiite separeted 
from ttie main body of the Prussian army^ and left 
expo^d to the danger of being obhged to resist^ 
sisf^le^handed, atrf attack w:hich &e Ansthans might 
think proper to make lipoti him. He was fidl j sen« 
sible of the danger he was in of being siirroonded 
efkd oirerpowered ; tmd wrote to inform the king of 
it, who answered him, ** You know thai 1 hat»>dlffi« 
chlties; try and advance as well as von can.**| 
Finek upon this adtranced to Maxen, and sent onu 
detachment of 3000 men, under General Linstadt, td 
seize upon the pass of Dippoldiswalde, in order that 
his communication with fVeyberg might be kepi 
open. But this disposition did not meet the apijvoN 
bation of Frederic ; who wrote to older him to witioM 
draw the detachment from Dippoldiswalde, and to 
keep his whole force concentrated. Flnck obered^ 
ttid then wrote to the king, to explain the difficulties 
Of his own situation, and to inform him of the posi- 
tion of the enemy. This letter and all the snbse^ 
^nt oneS| by which Finck and his master strote 

• AttlieAol«, HiMDlrt dt Is OMm te 8«pl Amu 
t li OUer, T^blMo det Qoetna de Frederie to Gmd. 
i CMiMaw dt A«AHte n., pv M. it W 
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to comimimcatey were intereepted by the Aus* 
trians,* 

Daun, who Was aware of the helpless condition 
of the PnissianSy determined to profit by it : a por- 
tion of his army was left to keep m check that of the 
king, while with the rest Yi& advanced to Dippoldis- 
waMe, to attack Finck in the rear. * At the same 
time a body of Croats had orders ta attack his left 
flank ; the army of the empire, marching from Pima, 
was to fall on his right ; and the detachment coin* 
mandedby Geaeral Brentano to occupy him in front 
On the 30th of November these simultaneoV^s at- 
tacks upon the small but herpic band pf Finck took 
effect. The Prussians defended themselves with 
the greatest bravery ; but as they were theniselves 
placed in a valley, the heights surrounding which 
were entirely covered by the enemy^s troop^ their 
valour only occasioned a great carnage among them- 
selves; without affording them the slightest chance 
of escaping from tlieir perilous situation. The vil- 
lage of M axen was burnt ; the Prussian barricades 
and intrenchments were forced in all directions; 
wliile the Austrian cannons did tremendous execu- 
tion in their ranks. Thus was the contest con- 
tinued till night put a stop to it. During the nighty 
General Finck took coukisel with the other general 
officers who were with him. Two alternatives were 
proposed; either to endeavour to cut their way 
through the enemy, or to capitulate^ The first 
seemed so utteily desperate, and without hopes of 
success, that the second was determined upon.f 

Accordingly, on the 31st of November, Finck 
capitulated with the remains of his corps, and all 
became prisoners of war to the Austrians. Of the 
14,000 men who had made the expedition with him 
only 3000 remained un wounded at the time of the 
capitulation. None escaped, except a few of the 

* Arcbenhobi, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 

t MOUer, Tableau dea Guerrea de Frederie to Gi^iid. . . r 
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hussars, wbo cmied the unwelcome news to- the 
King of Prussia. Frederic, in his history of' this 
war, imputes greslt blame to General Finck md his 
colleagues, on. account of this 'disastrous Capitula- 
tion ; but allowances must be made for the bitter 
feelings which could no^ fail to hare been excited 
in the breast of the Prussian monarch by this un-' 
expected reverse of fortune. When at the peace 
General Finck was exchanged, the king had him, as 
well as his. colleagues, Generals Rebentisch and 
Gersdo'rf, brought to trial for their conduct on this 
occasion. They were an condemned to imprison- 
ment, and Finck and Gersdorf Ivere turned out of 
the army. In spite of these severities, the opinion 
which the public has formed of the catastrophe of 
Maxen is, ihat General Finck was more unfortunate 
than culpable ; and that it \Y2a his master who was 
principally to blame, for placing him in so difficult 
and dangerous a position.* 

The catastrophe of Maxen was followed by an* 
other reverse to the Prussian arms, which took 

Slace in the beginning of December* A Frussiui 
etachment under the command of General Dierecke 
was posted at Meissen, on the right bank of the 
Elbe. He found it impossible to pass the river, the 
bridge having been destroyed; while such vast 
masses or ice floated down the river that he was 
foiled in an attempt to cross it in boats. Daun, who 
was aware of his situation, sent a considerable 
corps commanded by Greneral Beck ; who attacked 
Dierecke, and took him and 1500 men prisoners. 
Some others who endeavoured to escape across the 

river were drowned.f 

Frederic now expected to be attacked by Daun, 
who 9dvanced with his armv to the Prussian Unes ; 
but his usual caution prevailed, and he retired again 
to his old camp of Pima, where he disposed bis 

* ArehMilMdz, HIatoinI de la Gaerre de Sept Amu 
t CaouNifiiet d« Fndoile O.. Mr M. dt W 
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troop^ in wintef-qoaiterB,' and thtm covered and |n^ 
tected Dresden. At the same time tlie king* placed 
hihieelf at Fievberg. ' Here he wa^ j|oined by a re« 
inforcement or 19,000 men, commanded by the he- 
reditary Prince of Bmnswicli, who had'been sent t^ 
his aid hy Prince I^rdKnand.* Both ^armies suffered 
greatly (rom the severity of the season. The win- 
ter was a colder one than had been known since th^ 
▼ear I700« Many soldiers w«re, in consequence^ 
iroxen to death^and those who siirrived endnredthe 
greatest miseries^t Frederic hiitise);^ passed the 
winter .ill^a wretched hovel in the village of Schlet- 
tau, trhere he was obliged to have a chimney made^ 
there being none before. He had sOv few clothes 
that he was' compelled, upon one occasion; to lie ii| 
bed while his breeches were mended by the village 
tailor. His other comforts were proportionably re- 
sbrioted.( - 

The Swedes had obtained some advantages this 
year, in consequence of the necessity General Kleist 
had been tinder, after tbs battle of Kunersdorf, of 
marching to the assistance of the King of Prussia* 
No sooner had he quitted Pomerania, than they 
attacked and took the fort of Penatnunde; while, l^ 
sea. General Karplan, haiang entered with his fleet 
the harbour of Stettin, had seized upon nine armed 
Prussian vessels which were at atichor there. Count 
Fersen also took the town of WoUin, and in it 60<l 

Krisohers. Aianned at thes^ successes, Genend 
[anteufel collected a certain number of the wounded 
and recovering soldiers who had been placed in Ber- 
lin and Stettin, and drove the Swedes back beyosMl 
the river Pene. In the month of January, 1760, ho 
passed that river, repulsed the advanced posts of the 
Swedes, cut 300 in pieces, took 800 prisoners, and 

• t Towera^ Memoin oT Frederic IH.— Canungnee de Frederie IL, nr 
II.d«W. ^^ "^ 

i OvQiMgnot d* FMdflrie H., pir M. dt W. 
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(^liged the rest to retreat to Greifsw'alde. The bit- 
terness, of the' cold put an^iid to thisi winter cam- 
paigiit and Mant^uf<^l retired intg the town of An^ 
elam ; where, on the 98th of Jauuary, he was sur- 
prised by the Swedes and taken .prisoner. They 
were, however, in their -turn driven out by General 
Stutterheim.* , 

The campaign of Pripce Ferdinand of Brunswick 
against the French, during this year, wa9 upon ihe 
whole a successful one ; though i\m first enterprise 
he attempted did not partake of that cfaaraeter.f 
During the winter the French had become possessed 
of the great ^nd important town of Frankfort | 
which enabled them at the samertime to keep open 
their communicsition with the towns on the Rhine 
and with Alsatia, and on the other with the Atis- 
tcians and the army of the empire. Prince FeitU'^ 
nand, ani^ious to drive them from thence, assemUed 
his troops at Fulda in the month of April ; and* 
leaving a portion of them to guard the electorate of 
Hanover, marched towards FVankfort at the head of 
30^00 men.' .By the way he seized upon .several 
small detachments of the French troops, and at 
length appro^hed the village of Bergen. . Here he. 
found the enemies strongly posted ; but, conceiving 
that they only consisted of a very few battalions, hi 
immediately^ attacked them. He, however, sooa 
found his mis:take; as it was the main body of the 
French army, commanded by the Duke of liroglio, 
who, till the arrival of the Marshal de Contad^s from 
Paris, acted as general-in-chief. After three or four 
desperate attacks upon their position, in one of 
which the Prince of Ysenbourg was killed. Prince 
Ferdinand was obliged to draw off his troops, and. 
to march towards the country of Hesse 4 

Early in June, Gontades arrived with reinforce* 



* Iktoiler, Ristoire de la Guerre de Sept Am. 
Histoire de la Oaerre de Sept Ana. par FredtrioII. 
T«waia'S».Mflin»iri of Fredwte UL . 
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mentor and having tmited them with the army of 
Sroglia, the two generals were enabled* ftt)in their 

Seat superiority in numbers over the English and 
anoverian ermy^ to advance into the ne^ of 
Westphalia, while Prince Ferdinand retired befon$ 
them* In their progress the French generals too^^ 
Manster, Minden, and Cassel; and it appeared ai* 
most imposeible to prevent their again obtaining 
posseaiiioh of the King of England^s Hanoverian do« 
minloaa* Prince Feidinand* however, detetmined, 
for the sake of trying to jivert this catastrophe, t() 
ri^ a battle, 'thou^ with greatly inferior fOh^ea* 
Ht, therefore, having collected all the troops he 
tottld from the Various garrisons, on the 1st of Ai}«> 
giMt attacked the French army near |i|iiide&, $md 
gained a complete victory. 

The victory would, however, have been etill qaore 
signal, had the English cavalry done their dttty^ 
They were led by Lord George SackviHe, who* 
whether from jealousy of Prince Ferdinand, or of 
his second in command. Lord Gr^nby, with both Of 
whom he was on bad terms, from cowardice, or, as 
h% himself said, from not understanding the prince*^ 
orders, did not allow them to advance until the hattl0 
was gained* The history of Lord George Sackf 
vine*s conduct upon this occasion has been so much 
and so repeatedly canvassed, and all that followed 
from it is so well known, that it is umiecessary ta 
dilate opon it here. In the battle of Mipden, the 
army or Prince ^Ferdinand consisted of 35,000 meii| 
that of the French of 70,000.* 

On the same day with the battle of Minden, the 
hereditary Prince of Brunswick defeated, at Gohfeli^ 
a French detachment commanded by the Quke of 
Brissac, and, pursuing him to the Weser, placed hvptk* 
self in such a position as to cut off all access for the 
French army to the country of Waideck ^d Pader- 

* lleaioin by Honm Walpalti B«fl«rOiM. 
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oem. Tbcy werb' therefoii»olili|)[edtD takd Ihaoaly 
road tkat lay open for then|« nxmehfi ISnat by Gae- 
mL^ -The victory obtaiaed by Prince Ferdinand 
•ecaeiwied. In the eonrae of the autunttu the towns 
ef Minden,t Oaasel, itnd Mnntter a^^ain to f^il into 
Ida hands ) and before his tral>ps retired into winter- 
quarters, the French had been domtulM td evacuate 
almost the whole of We8^)haUa. Thus, as the King 
of Prussia truly observes^ •* did Prince Ferdinand, by 
his Yalour and hia tal^ntisy repair all the injustices 
which fortune had done him at the eommencement 
of the campaign.*^ . 

In the year 1758 we found Voltaire negotiatini; 
t)etween the Cardinal d^^Tencin and the King or 
Prussia upon the subjeciof peace* tntt with no very 
friendly intentions towards either^ This year, he 
appears, though in a different wajTt to have acted 
still less •honourably to that sovereign, by betray- 
ing his private correspondence to the^-French gov- 
ernment ; and thus rendering any pacification 
more difficult th^n ever. His e^cinse, that the 
letters from &e King of Prussia ^hdd already ap- 
parently been opened at the post-office, can hardly 
De accepted as a sufficient one for 90 gross a breach 
of confidence. 

But the circumstance had best be related in his 
dwn wQrds]--^A little adventure, wkleh happened 
about this time, appears to nie as sing^alar as any 
that has occurred smce the ejEistence m the world 
of kings and poets. l<>ederie, having passed some 
time in guarding the' frontiers of Silesia in an im- 
pregnable camp, and having nothing to do, composed 
an ode against France, and against the king. He 

*HUioirt d« la QueTM 4|e S^ Ant, ffiir lrredBri« IL 
t It iTM tl MindM that the aeeset <torr««}iaadAnoa i^alviaa At mifUa- 
ttNTf at Paria and the l^ench generaja waa taltert and pubfianed ; ^nd 
anirenal odtom Ml upon the forroer for the ganaral larbarkjr of tlieir 
MPtera, aa ta tM candatt of the w^r, aad tMr Mf)aaia4 jwjyiiltow^ to 
iwdaca the iBoat (^itUa provlncea of Oenoany 10 a deaeii^, 
iHlatotre de la Ontrrre d« Sept Ana, par FradBiia U. 
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sent me, hi tiie beginning of May* 1769, his ode, 
ugned Frederic, accompanied by an enormous packet 
of prose and verse. I open the packet* and I per- 
ceive thai I am not the first person that had« done 
so; k was evident that the seal had been broken 
during the j<mmey » I was horror-struck on reading 
in the ode the fiplk>wing strophes:- 

> •. • 

** O Mtloo flktle et Ttint^ 
. Quo! ! 09 Bont la cm gverriera 
Boon LnxemboufK, mw Tarehnc 
Owiv«r«i dlnunorlebi teurieni; 
Qni, Trais amans de la gloin, 
AflVontaieot poor la victoire \- ^ 

Laadaiigeff«« tt le trtpaftt 
' Ja Toia tear vil aaaemblage 

, Aqaai vaillitnt au pillage 
One lAclie '^8 1<m oonibat*. 



.» ^ 



** Q,uoi 1 Totn fUble monafqua 

Jooet dto la Fompadoar, , 

Flatri par plaa ^ne marqoa 
. Sea opprobrea d« Tamour, 

lital qai, d^iestant lea pelnoa, 

Au baaard rameui lea r^nea 

Da abn amplre aiu aboiiv 

Cat eaclaTd parM en xnaltre! 

Ca CMadon aoiia vn Mtra 

Ciait diolar la aoct dea roia !" 

" I trembled on seeing these verses, among which 
there are some good ones, or at least that would 
pass for such. I have, unfortunately, the merited 
reputation o/ havinjf thus far corrected the poems 
of the King of Prussia. The packet has been opened 
by the way, the verses will be known, the King of 
France will think them written by me, and theuhere 
I auH guilty of hfgh-treason, and, what is worse, in 
disgrace with Madame de Pompadour. In this per- 
plexity I begged the French resident at Geneva to 
come to me; 1 showed him the packet, and he 
agreed with me, that the seal had been broken be- 
fore it came to me; and he was of opinion,' that ^o^ 
other course could be taken in an affair which con- 
eemed my head than to send the packet to ti^ 
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prime^iniateiv tii6 D«dce of Ohoise«d» VnAer any 
other ciremnstanoeft 1 «hoiM liot hare tnken such a 
step ;' but in^thid toase I was^fa^fe^, ^ order t^ pre* 
VfiRit ray txkm, to make ksiown to the court tfai( 
character and conduct «f their enem)!^. t loiew the 
Duke of Ctioiaeul would not abuse ikiy oonfidence^ 
but that ha wputd content himself wtih penuajing 
the King of fVance that the King of PmeeiA Was an 
imcoauSaUe enemy, whom it wis» therejfbre necee* 
eary, if poeaible, to aaHikilato. The Duke of Choi* 
seul did not, ho^evep, stop there « he is himself a 
man^ taknt, land wriitos verses, and has also (Hen^ 
who do: he determined to pay the King of Prussia 
in his^own coin, and thereibre seiA me an ode against 
Ftedeiic, a* hittef and as teitible as that of Frederic 
against ^B• The following are specimens of it :<^ 

. •«Oifli>e^HWeill|eiiirasg^ 
Qn\ 009 arts daiw la Oermanie, 
Devait aUumr le flambeau: 
Epoaxy flla, «c flriro cpapabU, 
Cast tui qae ion p^re ibqaii^ito 



** Cependant e*aat loi dODt raudaee 
Das nenf scsiirs et da diea de Thra 
Crokt rtuntr \m a(tfibun« 
Lai qui chea Mara, eorome aa FamaMe, 
N^ jamais oocap^ de plaee ' 
QaHmm Zcile ai MMoa. 

« Voia, maigvi l»M>^ BunaiM^ 
N^ffon pavfaniviaarla aetat 
Par lbs aiftprts dss t^flinss 
Vais iV>pf raassur da ^raetaa 
flaai froli ftoMitmni sa m«aa 
▲ox insolcas des natioos,*** 

db&^ 

«*The Duke of Ohoiseul, in sending me th|s an 
swer, assured me that he should publish it if the 
King at Prussia published Hi^ ode ; and that \i6 w^s 
determined to flgnt Frederic with tUe peH aa well as 

* This abusive pradaetioain by FtiU«M(,piMl baa baeq |?9bUa|ied mnp 
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with • the sword. It onlv depended upon me, if I bad 
ivished to amase myaeliyto make the iCingof FranoA 
and the King of Prussia carry on the war in Terse, 
Which would have been a new scene for the world. 
I preferred giving myself anbttier pleasure, that of 
being more prudent than Frederic. I wrote to him, 
that his ode was beautiful, but that he had better not 
make it public ; that he had no need of this additional 
£flory ; and that he ought not to close affainst him-> 
self all avenues to a reconciliation with the King of 
France, to incense him irremediably*, and thus to 
force him to strain ever^ nerve for the purpose of 
taking vengeance upon him. I added, that my niece 
had burnt his ode, from. fear lest it should be imputed 
to me. He believed me, and thanked me ; not, 
ihough, without some reproaches ior having burnt 
the best verses he had ever made: The Duke of 
Choiseul, on his side, kept his. word, and was dis- 
creet.*** 



CHAPTER Yin. 

VmncoesBfU Negodationi during the Winter-rDisiNMMonB of th» dif. 
r«ireiit Powers— Oofninenc«inent of the Campaigii of 1760i— Battle of 
Landfthvt— Frederic attaclw Dreeden, but letreata upon the Appreadk 
of Daon— Glat^ taken by the Auntrkin*— Rfcapitulaiion of nereraes 
■netained by the Pnisaiana—LaiidoQ beaiegee Brmlau— Battle of 
Liegniti— The Roflsiaiw raare— Proceedlnga of the Army of the Cir- 
cleo and of the S wedea— Tottleben and Lacy take Berlin. 

Ths winter was passed, as usual, in negotiations 
which, as usual also, ended in no results. The Kx- 
King of Poland, Stanislas Leczinski, offered the 
capital town of his Duchy of Lorraine, Nancy, as 
the plaee for holding a congress to consider of roea 
sures for restoring peace to Europe. Frederic re 

*M«malna pov Mrrir Ala Vie deM. de Voltave, eeriM par lol-m^w 
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ceived this ^fier at his bead-qiiarters at Freyberg, 
and immediately wrote the lollowing answer to 
Staatslas:— 1 

** Sir and my brother, 
" 1 receive your oflfer with the most lively gratis 
tilde, and ask fop nothing better than to accept of it. 
Any negotiation carried on under the auspices of 
vonr majesty could not fail of having a happy result ; 
but everybody ha^ not such pacific dispositions as 
your^lf. The courts of Vienna and Petersburg 
have rejected, in a most unprecedented manner, the 
propositions^ which the King of Great Britain and 
myself have made to them. They will probably per- 
suade the King of France, to take the same course, 
.and to continue the war $ in which case these powers 
will be alone resppnsible for the blood which their 
refusal will cause to be shed. If all princes, like 
your majesty, listened to the voice of humanity, of. 
kii^dhess,. and of justice, the earth would soon cease 
to be the SQcne of devastation, war, and carnage 
which it at present is. I am^ with sentiments of the 
greatest esteem and of the most sincere friendship, 
sir and my brother, 

, •* Your Majesiy's faithful brother, 

" Freosbic* 

« Freybefg, 8th February, 1760." 

The enemies of Frederic, who were only anxious 
to get' through the winter, without making any real 
advances towards pacification, objected upon frivo- 
lous grounds to Nancy as the place of meeting, and 
suggested, first Breda, then Leipsic, and finally 
dropped the subject, andprepared themselves for 
the ensuing can\paign. The kings of England and 
Prussia onered peace to the Empress of Russia; 
but that sovereign's vindictive feelings against the 
latter were now heightened by the circumstance 

' * Ardienbolt. Bisipire de la Onune de Sept Ami 



144 tlrs OF nt'Bntmtb il. (I'SVO. 

ttiat hei* faVptiHt0 tovef traft at |)i«d^ ftddtotlM 
coiirl of Vienna.* v 

France was the only power that seemed «t aQ iti- 
^ clined to peace* |She snowed at one moment a dis- 
fpsltipa to make a separate peace- with Sngland; 
wt this disposition, after a good deal of obftcure ne* 
^otiation, camj^ to nothing. The plan bf the allied 
enemies of Ftnssla for the campaign was as foUow*: 
Soltikof and Laudon, at the liead of the great Rus^ 
6ian and Austrian armies, were to conquer Silesia; 
"while Daun and the Duke of Deux-Ponts if ilh the 
Anstro-dmperial troops-were to covet Dresden, ot^iv. 
1^ Saxony, and invade the Electoral March of 
Brandenbufgh; In. these enterprises they were lo 
K)e assiisted by detached co»ps of Wirtemhergw«, 
Swedes, and Russians ; the/irst commanded by their 
Own duke, the second by General Erensel^werd, and 
the last by the Count de Tottleben. On the dther 
hand, Frederic laboured hard to complete his armieft; 
and when he had done so^ s6nf back the auxiliaritsfe 
ha had received towards the conclusion of the last 
year from Prince Ferdinand of Bron&wick.t The 
sillies, who thought they should at length stMue 
Frederic, from the impossibility of his getting a [^'- 
ficient numbef of recruits to replace those who had 
perished in the war, had come to the determination 
of not making any exchange of prisoners with him. 
But the activity of Frederic su{^lied all these de« 
ficiencies : persuasions, money, and forcd were 
equally employed^ and with great success, to oblige 
the Saxons to enrol themselves in his army ; whue 
tk» Prussian recruiting agei)ts were perpetually ex- 
erting themselvea all over Germany for the same 
>9^'eot» The expenses of these proceedings were 
wo poncipally defrayed by the contributions levied 
00 tAe unhappy Saxons.^ 

* ltistoin.de la Ouerre de Sept Ans, p^ fVBderie A. 
t MOller, Tablean dee Gnerree de Frederic \fi Orand. 
I iie&MlioliiHiBtolre dels Ovate deSept AM. 
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The campaign of 1,760 'did not comnnence wiHi 
anj decisive tivent. Tottleben- surprised and took 
prisoner^ at Sehwedt, Prince Eugene of Wirtemberg^ 
who was there recovering from the wounds he had 
received at the battle of Kunersdorf. Daun» posted 
on the leA bank of the Elbe, and Count Lacy* on the 
right, covered Dresden. The King of •Prussia et^ 
camped his army between Meissen and Nossen-f 
while that commanded- by Prince Henry of Prussia* 
having assembled near Sagan, advanced against tto 
Ruesians as far as Landsl^g. The first object of 
Frederic was to attack Lacy, and with this view he 
passed Uie Elbe atJehren; but Lacy upon his ap« 
proach retired upder the walls of Dresden.t 

While these evolutioiis were taking' place in: 
Saxony, afTairi^ were assuming a more unfavourabk 
a^cc to the Prussian arms in Silesia. A detach*, 
ment of Austrians had commenced the siege ts£ 
Glatz ; and Laudon had already made atteihpts, nxh- 
successful ones it i^ true, i^mst the fortresses of 
Neisse and Schweidnitz. The Prussian General 
Fouquet had placed himself with a small force in an 
intrenched camp near Landshut, witii an intention 
of obstructing the siege of Glatz. Laudon, finding 
his position th^re exceediiigly inconvenient to his 
plans, determined to drive him from iu He there* 
fore, on the 23d of June, attacked the Prussian in- 
trenchments ; and as his forces were more than ten 
times as numerous as those under the command of 
Fouquet, he was enabled completely to surround 
Mm, and' to attack him on all sides at once. The 
Prussians fought with the greatest bravery for seven 

* Joseph Francis Mtnrioe Ckiant de Lacy, or Lascy, was the son of 
Oonnt Pecer de Lacy, an Irishman, born in the conncy of Limerick, who 
int served in the French armies with distinction^ and then saccessivdy 
in those of Anstria, Poland, and Russia. The younger Lacy was bom 
ttL Petersburg, in 1785. In 1744, he entered the Anstiian senrice. He 
was a general of merit hoA Vaioor, and no less remarkable for his ad« 
mlnistratiTe talents in all military mattere than Ibr his abilities In tlw 
iald. Ho died at Vienna, SOth November, I80L 

t BfOller. Tableau de Gnarres de Frederie ]• Qnnd 

voL.n.— N 
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hours, but were at length dnven from- their camp 
and obliged to retire as far as the river Boiber, 
where, however, their further retreat was cut off by 
fresh detachments of the Austrian army, which had 
been stationed there. Fouquet, at the head of the 
cavabry, cut his way through the enemy^s battalions. 
He himself was taRen prisoner, but the greater part 
of the cavalry escaped, and joined General Zietheny 
near Breslau. • Almost the whole of the infantry 
was either killed or taken prisoners. In this disas- 
trous affair the Prussians' lost 8400 men, fotty c^n- 
siotis, and thirty-two standards. The Austriaiis lost 
in kiUed and wounded rather less thap 3900 men.* 

The defeat of Landshut was in no way attributable 
"to any fault on the part of General Fouquet. On 
the 'Contrary, he had done all that could be expected 
of an able general and a brave officer to avert the 
catastrophe ; but the combat was between forces so 
unequal in point of numbers that- neither valour nor 
conduct could avaiU Even Frederic, usually so se« 
vere in his remarks upon any of his generals who 
had been unsuccessful, says, in speaking of the battle 
of Landshut, " Far from this disaster doing ariy 
prejudice to the reputation of the brave Fouquet, 
which had been so long and so solidly established, it 
only raised it, and rendered it more conspicuous, by 
furnishing an example of what valour and firmness 
can do against numbers, however superior they may 
be.t" Fouquet was himself severely wounded dur- 
ing the engagement. The wound was in the head. 
He was lying stunned upon the ground, and an Aus- 
trian dragoon was preparing to repeat the blow. 
His life was saved by the devotion of one of his 
grooms, who threw himself before him, and received 
upon his body all the wounds which were intended 
for his master. Fortunately, they were none of 
them mortal; and Fouquet had the satisfaction of 

* MOlIer, Tableau des Guerres de Frederic le Grand, 
t Hictoirede la Guerre d« Sai>t Ara, par Frederic IL 
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being able to recompense .this faithful servant, and 
to assure to him a competent pension for the rest of 
his life.* 

The consequence of the. battle of Landshut was 
the occupation of the town of that name by ^hei 
Aastrians. It was an unfortified place, and, there* 
fore, could offer no resistance. It is, therefore, dif* 
ficult to conceiye what excuse Laudon could make 
to his own conscience for suffering his soldiers to 
pillage it. Such, however, was the case ; and it is 
a stsun which can never be effaced from the memory 
of that general. The barbarities and outrages com- 
mitted by the Austriai^s at Landshut were dreadful* 
^ Nothii^wjas spared by them,^' as Frederic quaintly 
observes, '' but misery and ugliness.^'t 
. The King of Prussia determined, if possible, to 
draw Marshal Daun away from the neighbourhood 
of Dresden. He therefore affected to hasten to the' 
relief of Giatz (which, as has been already men« 
tioned, was besieged by the Austrians), and marched 
with great rapidity into Silesia. Daun was com* 

Sietely deceived by this movement, and, having first 
espatched Lacy after the Prussians, he shortly 
afterward put his own army also in march towards 
Silesia. Frederic now returned with equal rapidity; 
obUged Lacy to retire to thb other side of Dresden, 
and, finally, as far as Pima ; took possession of the 
suburbs of the town, blockaded the citadel^ and 
summoned the governor, Maguire, to surrender. 

The latter refusing, the King of Prussia began to 
bombard the town on the 17th of July, hoping that 
the fears of the Austrians for the fate of the Saxon 
capital would induce them to capitulate. He had 
already, with the shells he had thrown into the 
town, .burnt a considerable part of it and ruined 
several beautiful buildings, and the fears of the in- 
habitants were at the highest point, when the ap- 

* ArehenhdiS) Htotoire de la Gaerre de Sept Am. 
t HiMoira d« U-Qaerrade Sept Adbi par Fradorio TL 
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uroach of Marshal Daun chaiqi^d the face of 
I'lederic had at lengpth obtained hia heavy artilkiy 
from Magdeburg, and was preparing to batter tto 
town, preyiouslv to a general assault. But Daua 
haTing contrived, on the night of the diet of July, 
to throw sixteen battahons into th^ town, the Pnu* 
8ian9 the next day abandoned the siege, and retired 
to Kesselsdorf.* Thes^ reverses were followed by 
the fall of Glatz» which surrendered to Laudon on 
the 26th of July. The town is divided into two for* 
tresses^ the upper and the lower. The former was 
taken by assault l^y- General Dresliowitz; upon 
Vhich the lower one was surrendered by Colonel 
d'O, .an Italian in the Prussian service, who was the 
governor.! D'O is supposed, in conjunction with 
part o( the garrison, to have betrayed the {dace to 
the Austrians., Frederic observes npi^ it, ''This 
disgraceful eyent to the Prussian arms was the eon* 
sequence of a negotiation which M. de Laudon had 
been carrying on for some time through the means 
of the Jesuits*^ . r 

A native historian of the war which we are now 
treating of makes the following judicious remaria 
upon the unhappy state of the Prussian aiEairs at 
this juncture :—*' The ill success of the siege of 
Dresden was the last of those unfortunate events 
which for the space of a year had continued to fall 
upon and almost overwhelm Frederic. As the cani* 

Eaign of 1757 has no parallel in history for the bril- 
ant successes which filled it, so there is no instance 
of a monarch experienjcing, in an equally short space 
of time, such a series of misfortunes without being 
crushed by them. The battle, of Zullichau, lost to 
the Prussians in July, 1759, had opened this scene 
of calamities; the terrible defeat of KimersdorC^ 

*Grimoard,TableMidekiVieecdaBefiMd« Fradiiio IfGnaA.— 
TP^Mra*a Hemolra of Frederic UL 
t MQUer, TiiUMa dM GaerrM de Pnderic to QnaA 
t HtotQira d« la G mm de Sq>t ▲!»» ptt Fnteto XL 
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followed it; and soon afterward Dresden was lost. 
Finpk, with hiai small army, was taken prisoner near 
Maxen; and the same fate had fallen upon Dierecke 
at Meissen, together with a considerable part of the 
coips he commanded. ^The rigour of the winter^ 
and the contagiojas disorders whichvwere the con* 
■eqnence of it, the aflair of Landehut, the conquest 
of Glatz, and the raising of the siege of Dresden 

Sve the finishing stroke to all these reverses and 
lasters."* 

The only person who appeared undaunted and 
undismayed by this host of misfortunes was the In** 
dividual upon, whose head they (eO. with the greatest 
weight, — ^namely, Frederic iiimself; whode great- 
ness of ihind and transcendent talents never shone 
to so much advantage as when they were brought 
into action by the rigOurs of fortune. .He prepared 
forthwith to march into Silesia ; where Laudon had 
no sooner got possession of QIatz tl^an he proceeded 
to attack Breslau. Soitikof, at the head of the 
great Russian army, %^B8 also oin his march to the 
same place, i^ the intenUon^of taking up his position 
on the other side pf. the town from the Austrians in 
order to cover the siege*! 

The garrison -of Breslau was at thia time pecu- 
liarly feeble ; and the fortifications were weak, as 
well -as difficult of defence, from the great size of 
the town. The commander. General Tauenzein, had 
under him only 3000 men; a portion of whom were 
invalids of the regiment of body-gua^s of Frederic, 
recovering: from the wounds they had received in 
various battles; and the rest were either deserters 
or foreigners who had been forced into the Prussian 
service : from the first, no j^eat activity was to be 
expected ; from t)ie last, neither zeal nor patriotism. 
In spite, however, of these various disadvantages, 
the orave Tauenzeih resolved upon defending the 

* ArehMiholL Histolre de la Onerre de Sept Ant. 
t MuUar. IWMa'dM Guenrss d« Fradsiie leGitnd. 

N8 



150 UFB OV FSXDERIC II. [1760 

plaoe. , Laudbn summoned him* to surrender at 
once, upon the ground ''that Breslan not being m 
fortress, it would be contrttry to ^e usages of war 
if he was to attempt to^defeud it | that the king was 
on the other side of the Oder, and Prince Henry 
near the Warth ; that the Russians would arrive in 
two days to the number of 7&,0Q0 men^ apd that ho 
thought the town would prefer receiving theAus- 
tnans to titom ; that he wou)d leave to the garnsoa 
the liberty of re'sulating the articles of the capitula- 
tion : but that if they reftised his offers he should 
set' fire to tiie place by means of his forty*five mor* 
tiffs.** To this Taueniein replied* ** that Breslau waft 
a fortress, and that he would resist the enemy upon 
the ramparts erven if all the houses in the tow^ 
were reduced, to ashes*** The bombardment com- 
menced ; ' but Tauentein adopted such judicious 
measures that the Austriai^ obtained no advantages. 
At the same time, with his heavy artillery, he 
greatly annoyed the besiegers ; firing balls even inta 
Sie room occupied by Laudon.* 

He then called tlie officers of the regiment of 
guards together, and representing to them the state 
of the siege, and the catastrophe which might at any 
moment arrive of the town if not succoured in time 
being taken by assault, he proposed to them in tiiat 
case to shut themselves up in one of the towers of 
the rampart, and to defend it to the last extremity. 
^ Let us not," said he, ^ allow any one to say that 
he has been a witness of such an, extraordinary 
spectacle as the whole regunent of tbe body-guardn 
of the King of Prussia being taken prisoners'." The 
officers, inflamed with a similar ardour to himself^ 
all agreed ei^erl^ to fais.proposaL But this gallant, 
act of self-devotion was spared to them.f 

The siege had commenced on the list of August^ 
and an the 5th the approach of Eriace' Henry of 

«ArelMiiMKHiiloin4«la€tawin4«8cvlAHk t Aid. 
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Prussia obliged Laadon to raise it. Short, liowey«r# 
as had been the time it had lasted, it had don^ much 
injury to the town and to the inhabitant^.* It waa 
said afterward that the handsomest woman, the 
h^uidsomest man, and the finest building in Breslav 
had been destroyed by the Austrians. The first 
was a young lady of the name of Mulier;' the 
second a soldier m the guards, who was greatly 
admired for his personal beauty; and the thiid was 
the palace of Prince Hatzfeld.f Prince Henry of 
Prussia had marched with wonderful rapidity from 
Landsberg, where he was posted, to the relief of 
Breslaii. Upon his- arrival Laudon retreated, ai^d 
the prince sent General Werner to pursue him. He 
then himself passed through Bresiau, and obliged 
Soltikof to retire. 

Frederic, who had also heard of- the siege of 
Bresiau, was eq)ially hastening to its assistance* 
He left Qeneral Hulsen in 6axeny to make head 
i^gainst the army of the empire, commanded by the 
Prince of Deux-Ponts, and marched with great 
rapidity to the frontiers of Silesia. In fiye days he 
performed a march of twenty German miles, in the 
course of which he had to pass the Rivers Elbe* 
Spree, Queisse, and Bober, of which the bridges 
were broken; and was obliged to carry with him^ 
besides, a convoy of 2000 wagons. Daun, who 
had taken a shorter road, was before the king; 
but the latter drove him from post to post as far as 
Buntzlau, and continued to advance in spite of the 
efforts to arrest his progress of the separate detach- 
ments commanded by Generals Riedesel, liacy, and 
Beck ; which, in fact^ surrounded him.| 

Silesia was now literally inundated with hostile 
armies. It is computed that at this moment there 

* Mailer, Tableftn den Gnerres de Frederic le Grand. 

t ArcftaeatMlE, Hiatoln de U GoMrre de Sept Mm^^Temwf* Mamolni. 
-•rTrederic HI. 

t MOller, Tableau dea Gnerree de Frederic 1« Grand.— ArebenliolJ^ 
llifllolit de la fliierre dA ftapr Aaa. 



152 LIFE OV FREDERIC O. [1760* 

were within the bounds of the province 100,000 Aus* 
trians, 75,000 Russians, and 80,000 Prudsiaus. So 
fearful a disparity of numbers gave the King of 
Prussia no chanee of success, or even of escape 
from his unpitying foes, except by preventing their 
Junction, and combating with them separately. To 
i\ccomplish this was no easy task ; but the skill, the 
boldness, and the rapidity of movement of Frederic 
effected it, and cau^d the battle of Liegnitz.* 
. The Russians were discontented with^he circum- 
spection of Daun. Soltikof thought DauU ought to 
have fought the Prussians in' Saxony. '* For now,** 
said he, '* to pass the Oder, unite himself with 
Prince Henry, and then fall upon us with all liis 
forces, win cost the King of Prussia only one of his 
usual forced marches.? Thus urged, Daun resolved 
to risk a battle, and to attack the Prussian^ in their 
camp near Liegnitz. The attack was to be simul* 
taneous from four different points, and the Austrian 
commanders anticipated a result like that of Hoch- 
kirchen. Frederic, however, having discovered their 
plan, determined to make it subservient to his own. 
He therefore, on the night of the 14th of August 
(the next morning being the time fixed for the 
attack), abandoned his camp, at the same time 
keeping up, by means of the neighbouring peasants, 
the fires in it. . 

It is said that Frederic only discovered the exact 
plan of the Austrian attack on the very evening 
when he left his camp. He had retired to rest early, 
and was asleep, when an officer arrived in breathless 
haste from the enemy*s camp. He demanded of M. 
de Schulenbonrg, who was attached to the king's 
staff, to see the king without delay. This was 
refused, both on account of his being in bed, and 
also from the officer*s appearing to be inebriated. 
He, however, insisted, and at length Schulenbourg 

* Arclienbali, Biitoira de la Ooerre de Sept JUMi 
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thought it right to infonn Fredeiic 'of the circam- 
stance ; >wh3ie means were taken to i-estore the 
stranger to some appearance of sobriety. T^e 
king sent, General Krusemarck to talk to him, when 
he mformed h|m that the Pnissian army was to he 
attacked the. next morning from varioas points at 
once, a^d. explained the. details of the plan. He 
turned out to be himself an Irish officer in the Aus-^ 
trian service, towards whom an injustice had been 
committed with regaid to his advancement, and 
who, out of revenge, had taken this step. Frederic 
wds convinced of the truth of his intelligence, and 
immediately proceeded to act upon it.* 

He retired to the ^ heights of Psaffenddrf, from 
whence, early in the morning,! he descetMled upon 
the troops coihmanded by Laudon, which Ivere ad- 
vancing to take a part in the general attack. Laudon 
thought he had to do with some detached parties of 
the Prussian army, but he was soon undeceived. 
His cavalry first, and then his infantry, was thrown 
into confusion ; and, the rout becoming general, he 
was obliged to retreat to Binowitz, the Prussians 
still pursuing hiip. The battle of Leignitz only 
lasted two hours,-*from three in the morning tiu 
five. The king had left Ziethen with a detachment 
to occupy the rest of the Austrian force8.| At 
break of day, Daun, Lacy, and Beck, from their dif« 
ferent poists, fnarched against the Prussian camp, 
which they discovered to< be deserted ; and, at the 
same time, they found themselves prevented by the 
nature of the ground from advancing to the assist- 
ance of Laudon. They were therefore obliged to 
remain on the defensive. The loss of the Prussians 
in the battle of Leignitz amounted to only 1186 
killed and wounded; while that of the Austrians 
was 3500 killed and wounded ; two generals and 

* EsMi rar la Vie e( M Bffcne <!• FradNrio U, p«r PlJbM DmiIim. 

t Of Aogust the 15th. 

X Mailer, Tableaa dei^Gaeirei de Fnderio le Gnnd. 
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5000 men xaken prisoners ; eighty-two cannons, and 
twenty-three standards.* ' f 

The Prussian victory deranged the plans of the 
confederates, saved' Silesia, and prevented the junc- 
tion of the Austrians and Russians. The king 
inarched, the day of the battle, as far as Prachwitz, 
and the next day to Neumark, where he met the army 
of Prince Henry. The Russian army had. been 
posted exactly in the road which the king was 
obliged to take in order to effect this junction* 
Frederic did not wish to give them' battle with his 
fatigued troops^ and he therefore had recourse to a 
stratagem, to induce them to change their posjtion* 
He sent a letter addressed to his brother by a peas- 
ant, who. was instructed to -make the journey, so 
that be could not avoid falling into the hands of the 
Russian detachments. The letter contained these 
words': — *\I have^ jusi completely beaten the whole 
Austrian army: before night I hope to send you 
word th^t I have beaten the Russians also, whom I 
am going forth\yith to attack." Every thing suc- 
ceeded to the king's desire ; the peasant was taken, 
the Russian commanders read the letter, and be- 
lieving in the total defeat of the great Austrian army, 
they retired with as httle delay as possible, and 
thus enabled the king Ivithout difficulty to join the 
prince'.f 

Soon after ihe battle of Liegnitz, Frede^ric wrote 
the following letter to his friend, the Marquis d*Ar- 
gens, who was at Berlin. It is curious, as showing 
the just view he himself. took of the state of his aN 
fairs ; at the same time that his matchless spirit and 
'courage enabled him still to bear up against difficul- 
ties and disadvantages which would have over- 
whelmed any other man : — 

* Archenhols, Htttoire de la Guerre de 8^t Ans. 
t Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ane, par Rredcric H— Bawl 
▼it M to lUgM dflFrederte U., par VMM Oonina. 
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** Hermaiwdoff, near Brasln, 
** 27th August, 1760. 

" Formerly, my dear marquis, the affair of th^ 
15th would have decided the campaign ; but at pres- 
ent that action is only a scratcn. A great battle 
must determine our fate. ^ We shall have one, as it 
appears, soon ; and then, if the event be favourable 
to us. We may rejoice in good earnest. I return 
you thanks, however, for the sincere interest you 
take in the advantage we have obtained. It required 
many stratagems and much address to bring things 
to that point. Do not talk to me pf danger : the 
last action only cost me a coat and a hprse ; which 
is buying a victory very cheap. 

" 1 have not received the letter you. mention. 
We are in a manner blocked up, as far as regards 
correspondence, by the Russians on one side of the 
Oder, and the Austrians ^n the other. A small 
skirmish was even necessary to clear the way for 
Cocceji,* who, I hope, will be able to convey to you 
this letter. 

*' I never in my life was in ^ more dangerous and 
embarrassing situation than during this campaign. 
Believe me, nothing less than a miracle is still neces- 
sary to enable me to overcome all the difficulties 
which I foresee. I do.mydutyas well as lean, 
when occasion offers ; but remember always, my 
dear marquis, that I cannot command good fortune ; 
and that I am obliged in my plans to leave too much 
to chance, because I have not means enough to 
render them more certain. I have the labours of 
Hercules to perform, at an age too when my strength 
IS leaving me, when my infirmities increase, and, to 
speak the truth, when hope, the only consolation of 
the unhappy, begins to.desert me. You are not suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the circumstances of affairs 
to have a clear idea of the dangers which menace 

* Tbe aid-de-cainp ta whom tbli letior was intraated. 
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ihb state. I know them, but conceal them. I keep 
all my fears for myself, and only communicate to 
the public my hopes, or the little good i^ews that I 
can acquaint them with. If the blow I now medi- 
tate succeeds, then, my dear marquis, will be the time 
to express our joy. But till then, do not let us flatter 
ourselves, lest unexpected bad news should too much 
jdeject us. 

^ I lead here the life of a military ^onk. I have 
itiuch to think of about my affairs ; and the rest of 
my tinie I give to literature^ which is my consola- 
tion, as it was thkt of the consul, the father of his 
country and of eloquence. I know not whether I 
^hall survive this war; b;at if that should be the 
case, I am resolved to pass the rest of my days in 
retirement, in the bosom of philosophy and friend- 
ship. 

♦* As soon as freedom of correspondence shall be 
more restored to us, you will oblige me by writing 
more frequently. I do not know where we shall have 
our winter-quarters. Oqr houses at Breslau have 
been destroyed in the late bombardment. Our ene- 
mies envy us every thing, even the light of day, and 
the very air we breathe. They must, however, 
leave us some place ; and if it be but a safe one, I 
shall be delighted to receive you there. 

" Well, my dear marquis, what is become of the 
peace with France ? you see that yotir nation is 
more blind than you thought for. Those fools lose 
Canada and Pondicherry, to please the Queen of 
Hungary and the czarina. Heaven grant that 
Prince Ferdinand may reward them for their zeal ! 
The officers, innocent of these evils, and the soldiers, 
will be made the victims, and the illustrious offen- 
ders will suffer nothing. I know a trait of the Duke 
of Choiseul, which I will relate to you when we 
meet. Never did a proceeding more mad or more 
foolish disgrace a minister of France since that 
monarchy has had one.«-^Here is business which I 
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jumst attend to* ! was in .a wri^liig i^ein, hut I be- 
jji^veii; is beU^ to conclude, lest I should late you ea& 
jDeij^iect my owa dutiey* Adi^m jny idear sntacniiiL 
I embrace yoiL ^ FicpsBie.'** 

J>aun, bavinif coUecMtc^l^ber hl« flcdttered Ibfifim 
md 4etachme0t8, x»tir«d wo the motmialns, 1i»e^d 
IBchKireidnitz, pursued ddriiif the inarch by tlie 
KiAg of Prussia. Th^e Russian |;eosral« Oceirmebe^ 
i^Qcrn^wsed the Qderi asm} SoHuof* with the |;i«at 
hoiyof the Russiaa troops^ retired tetto Polflusd* fol* 
lowed by Prince Heniy to the frflmtiers.t- 

Towards the end of the month of August, th^ 
reiffuingDuke-of Wurtembeig, at the head of li2,00d 
i}f his own troops, Joined the Prince oi DeujtivPonta 
kx Saxony- The latter, imholdesicsd by tiiis grei^ 
r^oUorcementi made a desperate attaek tipon tte 
Prussians n^omoa^aodsd i^ Goo^ral Hidsenf wh9 
were placed in a fortified camp. Thongb greatly 
iof^jor in niMsiherSf Hulaeu d&feaded himself so 
W<eU* that the Prince of Deux-Pouts was oblifed to 
retire after a sev<^e combat, leaving behind 1300- of 
bis Jtien prisoners. He then endeavoured to cut oft 
liulsen from his x^mimunication with Torgau, where 
wetie his msigasEin^s* But the Prussian fgeoeral 
ma^ag^d to retreat beyond that town, to cover his 
W^namai^i axul to maintain himself for six weeks 
4i.nis positioh near Wittenberg. The enemies^ 
however, ^ventoally obtained possession of TorgBu» 
and took the ganri$ou» consistmg of S&OO men, coni<- 
roawfted by Greneral Kormann, prisoners of war.:): 

The Swedish army in Pomerania, commazMled by 
General £hrenschw^rd« had corasnenced the earn* 
paigm by obliging Oeneral Stuiterfaeim, the PmsaiaQ 
commander, whose forces were lar inferi€Mr to theirs* 
t^ retreat before them into the Uker aiarfih. At 

* OSnvnB postlraines de Frederle 11 
t MflUer, Tableau des GuerrM de Frederle le Grand. 
' t Grinioard, TaMeaji ^ Jii Vto tiMMfigm de Fis^eiie JaShwid 
Voih II.-^-O 
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the 8ani« time, Mischt&of, the Russian admiral, ar* 
rired i>efore Oolberg with the combined Rusdo- 
Swedish fleet, consisting of twenty ships of war. 
He was met there by Demidof, who had brought 
10,000 men by land from Prussia ; and they com* 
menced the attack of the fortress by sea and land. 
General Werner, however, was detached by General 
Goiz, who had been left on the frontiers of Poland 
by Prince Henry to observe Soltikof, to the relief 
of Colberg^ which was meanwhile moi^ gallantly 
defended, in spite of immense disadvantage in num^- 
bers, by its commander, the braviB Colonel Heyden. 
After an almost incredibly rapid march, ^Werner 
surprised the Russians, and obliged them'toretire^ 
and then proceeded himself against the Swedes. He 
succeeded in attacking unexpectedly the troops of 
the latter, in^ the suburbs of the town of Pasewalk* 
and took 600 prisoners and seven- cannons.* 

The King of Prussia was occupied all this time 
in rapid marches and counterionarches, designed to 
harass and keep at bay the great Austrian army, in 
wlhich he was eminently successful. But the dis* 
tance to which he had been obliged to withdraw 
himself and his army from the electoral March of 
Brandeaburgh, and consequently from his capital, 
determined his enemies to concert an expedition 
against that city. ' This enterprise was conducted 
by the Russian general, Tottleben, who arrived be- 
fore Berlin in the beginning of October. The com- 
mander Rochau, animated' by the old Field-marshal 
Lehwald, and the Geqerads Seidlitz and Knobloch, 
who were there wounded, determined upon defend- 
ing himself with three feeble battalions, of whoni the 
garrison was composed. The Russians fired red- 
ot b^s into the town, ahd bombarded it with shells 
and grenades. During the night they attacked two 
of the gates, but were repulsed with Ipss. 

* llCUlar, TabletQ dM GoerrH de FMderie 1« GTind. 
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The next day Prince Eugefie of Wurtemberg ar^ 
rived to succovir the town, and obliged Tottleben to 
retire to the heights of Tempelhof, where he attacked 
him' and repulsed him to Kdpenick. Here, however, 
he was joined by a reinforcement of 12,000 metl, 
commanded by General Czemichef, which enabled 
him, in his turn, to repulse the Prince of Wurtemberg, 
and again to attack one of the gates of Berlin; On 
the 1st of October, Colonel Kleist with a body of 
cavalry, and General Hulsen with a considerable 
corps of infantry, advanced to the assistance of 
Berlin ; but on the following day. General Lacy 
having joined the Russians with a reinforcement of 
14,000 Austrian troops, the Prussians were iinally 
obliged to give way to numbers, their force only 
amounting to 14,0Q0 men, while that of the allies 
exceeded 32,000. They fell back, during the nighty 
in the direction of Spandau; and Rochau was at 
length obliged, on the 9th' of October, to deUver.up 
the town (which, be it remarked, is nowhere regularly 
fortified), and to yield himself and his garrison priis- 
oners of war.* . 

Tottleben and Lacy, as soon as they had obtained 
possession of Berlin, released all the prisoners of 
war confined there, levied ^ great contribution upon 
the town, took all the money which they found in 
the royal, treasury, and all the military stores in the 
arsenal ;-while the Cossacks and.light troops ravaged 
the country on all sides, and pillaged the coun&y- 
houses of the king and the princes ; and Prince Es* 
terhazy marched towards Potsdam. Frederic states 
that the Russian and .Austrian commanders were so 
exasperated at the resistance they had met with at 
Berlin that they eVen entertained the barbarous idea 
of burning the town after they had obtained posses- 
sion of it; hut that they were deterred from this 



* Giimoaid, TaUetn delft Via «c da R«giiedeFrederloIeOia||dd—M(tl« 
im, TableaQ dea Gnanet da Fiadaila to ttraod. 
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piece of needlesd ctuelty by Ihe represefttfttioAS of 
Yerelst, the Puteh en-^oy.* 

Thef day 0f ihe taking; ef fierlitt, the King afPnu- 
m had set olT from Schtv'eidnitz, m 6rder to march 
to the teUef of the Blectovail March of Brandenbnrgh. 
DauB punned him i while London TaiAly endeavoured 
in hie absencie to ohtaiii poeeesftion of Schweidnitas 
«iid CoeeU Whem Firederic on the 14th arrhred at 
Oub^iy he learned that the enemies had already 
0vacuated Berlin^ and that Lacy was retired toTo/- 

gau and Soltikof hito Poland. iJpon this intelligence 
e sent tlie Oenend Gol^ hade into Silesia to make 
bead against Oenefal Laudom, and he himself pnutrched 
fey WittemAierg into Saxony; while the army of the 
empire retired upon his approach. 

Tt was about this timey and when he and his trMps 
kid been much worn oat by the rapid 'and varSoua 
Biarsfaes and countermarches which they were com* 
pfelled to enduie in orderHo make head against theit 
nnmeroas foes^ that l<*rederic wrote in the follow in^ 
BKlanoholy strain to bis friend ITArgens i^^**! wifi 
not write taijeremiade to you, nor alarm you with fht 
details of my fears and disqqietudes, though I asmire 
you they are great The crisie in which I am placed 
changes, to a certain degree, in a[ipearance ; mit no^ 
thing decisive happensi nor any thing that wottld 
seem to lead to a fika} result* I am consumed by t 
slow'ifare ; aond am like a mutilated body, from wmdh 
each day some of its members aare lopped off. May 
Heaven assist us, for we have great need of it t YOQ 
always talk to me about my, personal safety. Yon 
ought to knorw as well as I do that it is not necessarf 
for me to live ^ bnt while I do live, to do my dnhr» 
and to fight for my country; and to try and save ft, 
if that be still possible. I hsrve had many lit tie aruc* 
eesseiyand I think locight to take for my moteo^ 
Maximus in minimist et minima in masnmis. It is 

* Blfloln d« la OMWM d« ilfl Aai% par FMIttft II 
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impossible for you to imagine the horrible fatigues 
we undergo; this campaign exceeds aU the fonner 
ones, and I really. sometimes* do net know which 
way to turn myself. But I fear I shall only make 
mysejf tiresome to you by the recital of my anxieties 
B^d miseries. My gayety and my good-humour are for 
ever buried with those dear and excellent persons 
to whom m^ hea^t was so fondly attached. The 
end of my life is melancholy and sad. Bnt do not 
therefore, my dear marquis, forget your old friend."* 
A subsequent letter is still .more desponding than 
this one in the sentiments it breathes forth. Fred- 
eric even appears from it to have again contemplated 
the commission of suicide as the only fneans of es- 
cape from the difficulties which threatened to over- 
^e him :— '* What I am determined/ upon is, that I 
will never see the moment which shall oblige me to 
make a disadvantageous peace ; no persuasion^ no 
eloquence, shall ever induce me to put my hand to 
itiy own dishonour^ Either I will perish in the ruins 
of m^ country, or, if this consolation shall appear 
too gi*eat a one for the fate which ;pursues me, I 
shall know how to end my misfortunes when it is no 
longer possible to support them. I have acted, and 
I continue to act^ in pursuance of this conviction, 
and according to the dictates of honour, which have 
alwsiys directed my feteps ; and my conduct shalj con- 
tinue at all times to be conformable to these princi- 
ples. After having sacrificed my youth to my father, 
and my maturer age to my country, I think I have 
acquired the right of disposing as I please of my old 
age. I have adrelidy told you, and I repeat it, my 
band shall never sign a disgraceful peace. . I shall 
continue this campaign with the resolution of daring 
every thing, and of attempting any enterprises, how- 
ever difficult, which may be deemed advisable, in the 
hope of either succeeding or meeting a glorious 

* Oftted fhmi Reiwndori; ISUi Sept. 1760.«-OBiittm poMliiimM di 
fMtoilo n., Roi dd FniMt. 
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^^ffga^ • • • * • What reaafcjw, in 
tnitlv.olie h^ dt ilf^y^ttm df a^ to despise life! 
The prospect which Temains to me is ah old asgfe of 
iafirmity and ]^ain$ and disappointments, teg^tets, 
igAomiiiies, ano outf«ige» to eitdu«- , In troth, tf ym 
reaUy eonsider my situation, yon onght to blame tty 
mtontions less thim you do« I have lost all my friencfg 
and nv^ dearest telatives ! I am unfortunate m alf th6 
ways in trhieh it is posmble tobe so : I have nothhf^ 
to hope fov; and I see my .efne^es treat me wifn 
detislonn, wljiile thehr faxsolence prepares to trample 

mennd«foot« Alas! 

' ■ . • . - • , ' 

La Tie on aa o||prtbn, or U noti iia.dOTotn' 

^ 1 have nothing to add to this. I will only mfofm 
your curiosity that we passed the Elbe the day befof« 
yesterday; that to-morrow we march towards Lei^ 
sic, where Lhope to be on the Sls^ where I hope! w« 
shall have sc battle, and from whence you shall rs* 
ceive news of us as they occur.^* 
. That Frederic, deficient as he was in any religions 
iSeeling, should in moments of despair have lool^ toi 
self-distraction to end his woes, is not to be won** 
dered at. But these gloomy views appear never K> 
have been of long duration ; they soon gave way to 
better feelings, and to the renewed energies of amiod 
which was especially formed to struggle successfully 
against adversity. 
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BittI* oT Tvrgu— aMotyasAn Mis in^ ite Hpodi tf FMlarl6-«Oa»i 

Mffn <t( Pliuce Ferdinand-^State of Fredmie** lUsonroM— Death of 
CMMga tba ieooMd— Unpaid Siibsi<fy— Opm^ons daring tbe Winter 
->Prinaa PeriHiand emniMMaa tlia Obnpalfn of fMl->^cinctk>n «r' 
Z^udon and Butturlin— Tba King of Pnmla in (b« Ga»p ofBuotiel' 
wit»-^Sehwekfaf» taken by Laadrni—Treacbery of tne Baron ,d« 
WarkocaH^Stoge af CblUrg fty tM K«Mi«MM:)ainpaicn of th(^ 
Swudaa— Plot or TfpBthl 

Frxdemc had passed the l^be at DeBmju, on the 
l^th of Octobeiy and had united hie forces with thoM^ 
under the coramaqd of Prince Bugene of Wttrtem<> 
ber^ and General Hutsen. Proceeding onwards, he 
Obl%ed'the Prince of DeuiB-Ponts to a precipitate 
retreat, and regained possession of Leipeic* Daiuif 
to arrest the king's progress,, marehed from Dresden 
to meet him, and placed himself at Torgau, iixa camp 
on the;hills of Siptitz* which had l^therto been Gon<« 
sldered unattackable. FrederiCf lioweter^ was nei« 
ther to be intimidated by the superior nombers of th« 
Austrians nor by the strength of their position; and 
lie determined^ in, conse^pience, forthwith upon tiX^ 
tsicking them.^ 

The battle of Torgau, perha^ the bloodiest fought 
daring the whole war, took place on the 3d of No** 
Vember4 The eyening before, the king is skid t4> 
^ve assembled his generals, and to have addressed 
them in the following terms i^^^ 1 have called joo 
together, not to ask your advice, but to inform yoo 
that to-morrow 1 ^all attack Marshal Daun« I am 
aware that he occupies a strong position} but it i» 
also one from which he cannot escape ; and if I beat 

♦ WtXMj TtiAkitA JM Qwrw d< ftWaria la QvmJ, 

* IH It iliwmirhtft Pnitii<iint. wf It VwwH ft Hinfmrtli 
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him, all his army must be either taken prisoners or 
drowned in the Elbe. If, on the other hand, we are 
beaten, we must all perish; and I shall be the first 
to meet deaths This, war is become tedious, and 
you must^ all find it so : we will, if we can, finish it 
to-morrow. Zietttfen, I confide to you the rigfht wing 
of the army. Your object must be, in majrching 
straight to Torgau, to cut off the ^treat of the Aqs« 
trians when I shall have beaten them, ^d driven 
them from the heights of Siptitz."* At the same 
time the King of Prussia delivered to the generals 
present a detailed account of the otder ef march and 
of battle to be observed on the folio wmg day, written 
with his own hand.f 

The Prussian army advanced on the morning of the 
third in three columns through the forest of Torgau* 
Ziethen, as has been before mentioned, commanded 
the right wing, while the king, a^ the head of the 
left, advanced to attack the Austrians on their right 
flank. In passing through the fore'st the Prussians 
met ther Austrian general, St. Ignon, at the head of 
his regiment of dragoons, who were all taken pris- 
oners. Ziethen attacked the cavalry of Laqy, while 
Frederic, at the he^ often battalions of grenadiers, 
commenced the cohabat with Daun. That gener^, 
aware of the advantages of his position, had placed 
200 cannons on the slope of the hill ; the destructive 
fire of which obliged the Prussians to retire with 
incredible loss. Of the ten battalions who were led 
upon this occasion to the charge, there only remained 
alive the next day two small battalions of 300 men 
each. Fresh troops then came up, and made a fresh 
attack; and succeeded for the moment in gaining 
possession of the height, and in repulsing the Aus- 
trian infantry. But Daun did not suffer them long 
to enjoy this advantage ; with his corps of reserve 

* ReeaeU de Lettm de S. M. le Roi de Tvuae, poor aerfir * l>Blii 
iQire de la Guerre demure. 

. tGitenvd, Tab!eaadelaVto«tdaRecnedeP.ulerialeGna4. 
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mid eoinidikM ta<^ Movent ttimifbaelt info tltef Arrest 
The ProMiaii (savftfry then eommmeed a prolong:^ 
contetft, ki wHi^%f« thovig^h at times stteceQ$M, fhe;f 

FMNiedct wko seemed determined, ^ Ke hdd M« 
ttounced, td eenqueif eif die, r^dottbled his attacks, 
And dvdered Zietheti 16 approiich and support him s 
kit the latter wae too much Ocetfpied in a dotilytfm 
eomtet wtfh L«er td be df much Service to hrs mas^ 
te* JU fomp d'($iodk ift the afternoon, the Pyussians 
Itfld not Meeeeded la planing a foot of ^ound^ 
tbtmgh they Had lost gteat numlsere of men. The 
Jtkajg and Daun wei« both wounded,-^the Idrmer in 
tbe breast, the Is$tet in the leg<* Both annies wet-e 
fatigued, and bad exhausted their ammumlion ; and 
Dcythifig' seemed to remain to the Pruissiane but a dis- 
astrous retreat. Dam felt so certain of this result' 
Qiat he actoaUy despaiehed a letter to the empress* 
queen whieh contained these #ords>****The just 
arms of your imperial majesty have to-day sfained a 
aatas^e victory over the King of l*rnssia.'^t 

At this moment^ however, some of the Prussian 
BOldiers, before the nifht finally eloi^ed in, discovered 
a sort of causeway between two ponds leadihg tothe 
hill, which the AuetriaHe had neglected to guard* 
Colonel MdUeadorfrt with part of ih^ tfoops of Zie-^ 
then, passed H unobserved in the twilight; while 
General Saldeni foQowed him with the infantry. 
The height behhid 92ptf tz was taken by assault, and 
Ziethen and the king met victorioftsf on the field of 
batOe; . Lacy made edme vain attempts to regiain hie 
po«ittoR> btft the darkness of the night threw his sol-^ 
diers into disorder, and prevented his offering any 
efifectual resistanjce.^ 

^ Afehenhols, Hisloire 4e la finerre 60 Sept Aiw.'-liailer, Tableav 
dM Goerres de Frederic le Orand. 
tVledeFrederiott. 
i After wari i tjUl4'tni M mr jfa; tBtimt 6f Swfta, JurtOie df ttw tfiort 

$ Grimoud, Tftbleaa de la Vie at da Segnede Rradeile I0 Ottft£ 
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The two annies passed the nlgbt under anns, an^ 
yerynear to one anotber; so much so that mai^ 
soldiers on both sides were tal^en who missed their 
way and fell amooig detachments of their enemies. 
A similar fate might even hav^ befallen Frederic; 
for he relates himself that in going to the village of 
Neiden his escort heard the trampling of .men and 
horses. On asking who they were, they received 
for answer, Austrians, The Prussians upon this fell 
upon .them suddenly iand took them prisoners; and 
they then found out that they were a wh<de regiment 
of pandours with two cannons, who had lost their 
way.^ Going a little further, they in like manner 
stumbled upon a regiment of Austrian carabineers, 
whom they charged and put to flightf 

The King of I^ussia occupied part of the night in 
sitting by a fire with his soldiers^ conversing with 
them. One of the grenadiers upon this occasion 
said familiarly to him, "I suppose, Fritz, ^fter this 
you will give ns good winter-quarters.** — ^ Not till 
we have taken Dresden,*' replied Frederic ; ^ when 
that is done, you shall have them to your heart's 
content.** > An inferior officer, who had distinguished 
himself much in the battle, and who had had his 
rig^t-hand shot 6ff, was brought to the king:. Fred- 
eric commended him, and then asked hipi what rec- 
ompense he should give him /or the loss of his right- 
hand. " Sire,** answered the wounded man, ^ only 
permit me to serye you with my l^ft.** Frederic 
was so much struck with the reply that he imme- 
diately promoted him. The king aAerwsvd retired 
into a village church, where he had his wound dressed, 
received the accounts of the state of the army, and 
gave his orders for the morrow.t 

The loss of the Prussians in the battle of Torgaa 

* ffistoire de la Qnerra de Sept Ana, par Frederic n. 

t De la Monareliia Fnumenne, pu le Comte de Mirabaai. 

t ArebeulMlx, Biatoire de la Guenre do Sept AtOk^Tommfu 
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amounted to 10,500; of whoip 3000 were kfiled, 5100 
wounded, and 1500 taken prisoners. The Austria^^ 
lost 17,000; of whom 3000 were kUled, 6000^ wounded 
and 8000 taken prisoners. Among the latter were 
six generals and 1216 officers. Fif^ cannons and 
thir^ standards fell into t)ie hands of the Prussians. 
The Austrians, as usual, claimed the victory ; but 
that they did so without the slightest reason is evi" 
dent from the consequences of the battle. The first 
of these was the retreat of the Austrians beyond the 
Elbe during the night, from whence they fell back 
upon DrcMen.* Frederic had expected the com- 
bat to be renewed the next day, and was agreeably 
surprised to find, when the morning dawned, that 
the enemy had decamped. Ziethen was sent in pyr*. 
suit of the flyfn? army, and took a good many strag- 
glers p*i8oners.t 

The further conseqjuences of the bloody battle of 
Torgau, the last dunng the war in which Frederic 
commanded in person, were still more important. 
From its having so greatly weakened both parties, 
it concluded the campaign; and all iSaxony, with 
the exception of Dresden, fell into the hands- of 
Frederic.^ He was also enabled, while taking up 
his own winter-quarters at Leipsic, to send troops ^ 
into Silesia, the March of Brandenburgji, and Pomera- ' 
nia ; and to drive the Austrians, the army of the em- 
pire,- and the Swedes out of all those provinces 
while the Russians retired beyond the Vistula. Thus 
the King of Prussia, at the end of the campaign of 
1760, foiind himself, with the exception of the loss 
of the fortress of Glatz, in much the same situation 
he WAS in at the commencement pf it.^ 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
against the French during this year, though not so 

' * Maner, Tableaa des Gaerren de Frederic le Grand. t Ibid, 

1 fisMi ear la Vie et le Refne de Frederic IL, par I'AbM Denina. 
^ Arcbettholt, Hiatoire de la Gaerre de Sept Ana.— Recueil de Lettrei 
!• S. M. le Roi de frame, poor aerrir A PHiatoIre de la Gnerra demld^ 



brilHanc a one as that ^ IT^d, was ittarkf d by abf^* 
ral aoUpBs, in whicln tbat eanexal and hia oapbm 
the beredHary Piioce of BraD9wick« distiiifi»sha4 
themselves. The French esiteriSd upon tto c^m^ 
paign with 130,000 men, 4^ whoan 100,000 w«r« in* 
tended to act in WesitpAaU^ «Mi the renisifajog 
$0,000 on the HJiina. Marshal Broglio, who was Of9 
French comniaiKdar4n*«hief, waaowch perplexed if 
the jealousies of the generals serving under ^mp 
whieh prevented his uideftsJuQg any very definiia 
plan against the allias.. Prince Ferdinand was anip* 
lous, without delay, to git^ battle to the Fren<dbi^ 
but hie first attempt was not a successful Axae. Tbi$ 
heveditary prince, who commanded the advaacad 
guard, met the enemv near Corbachf wd conceivii^ 
he had to do with a detaehvient4>nly, attacked tbem« 
He soon found, however, that it was the majin body 
of the French armj ; and ap Pripqe Ferdinand was 
not able to advance to his assistance iniinM, he waa 
obliged to. retreat (which he did with great abiliUrL 
after a considerable loss. > This happened on the m 
of July ; and Oh the 16th of the same month he waa 
enabled to tHke his revenge tlpqn the Freiich,, aa bi 
attacked a considerable cprpa of ^ their army aaar 
Emadorf, defeated it, and took $2000 phaonera« aad 
all their eannons, baggage,- and atoree.* 

Ferdinand in the course of the autumn also aU 
tacked 25,000 of the French troopa who were posted 
near Waxbourg, under the command of the ChevaUisr 
6m Muy, put them to flight, killed 1600, and took JL600 
prisoners, aivjl ten pieces of camion. The ctrcum* 
stance of there being no fortresses in Ii0w«r Saa:ony 
and Westphalia occasioned numerous skirmisheat 
with various results, which fatigued both Iparttfs. 
Towns and villaffes were taken and retaken. At 
length the great body of the French troops estab* 
liahedthemselveaatCSaaaeli and Fefdinaad employed 

^ AH^f>lirfKiHliti4tft doll flmrw tli >t ^'^ 
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himself in cutting' qff their convoys, and intercepting 
their communications. Meanwhile the hereditary 
prince had heen sent' to Oleves to drive the French 
from thence, and, if possible, to carry the war into 
France. He passed the Rhine, and besieged Wesel. 
BrogUo sent a detachment, commanded by the Mar- 
quis de Castries, against him, who defeated the 
hereditary prince, and obliged him to retreat beyond 
the Rhine. A second encoi^ter took place at Bruy- 
nen, in which'the hereditary prince, in his turn, gained 
the victory. Towards the conclusion of the cam- 
paign, Ptince Ferdinand besieged Gdttingen, in which 
the Marshal Broglio had placed a strong garrison. He 
blockaded it for twenty days, at the end of which the 
garrison made so siiiccessfid a sortie, that he was 
obliged to raise the siege, and to return to his occu- 
pation of observing the great French army encamped 
a;t Cassel. 

During the winter, Tottlebe]i made frequent incur- 
sions into Pomerania ; but General Werner repulsed 
hitn successfuUy,^and finally concluded si truce with 
the Russian commander till the month of May.* 

At this advanced period of the yrar, Frederic, in 
addition to the enormous disproportion which always 
existed between his forces and those of the formida- 
ble league which was, banded together for his de- 
struction, had to encounter, in a very eminent degree^ 
the difficulties arising from a want of recruits and of 
provisioiis. His losses in men had beea excessive. 
it has been calculated that almost every regiment in 
his whole army was recruited to the amount of at 
least 3000 men each, during the course of the war 
we are now treating of. How these recruits were 
obtained it is still difficult to say ; but the activity 
and abUity of Frederic himself appear to have over- 
come apparent impossibilities in procuring supplies oi 
men for his enfeebled army. Deserters, prisoners* 

* MfiUw. T&blMB des Goemt de Fredeile to Gmd 

Vol. II.— P 
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peasants, were a]ik^ enroHed ; and eren boys of the 
tenderest age were not exempt from the compulsory 
proceedings of the Pnissian pressgangs. This was 
also the case with re^rd even to the officers, who 
were the ;sons of genttemen.* The historian of the 
seven years' tvar, Arehei^olz, informs ns that he 
himself was compelled to join in the campaign of 
1758 when he was not yes fourteen years old.f The 
other difficulty, that of obtaining provisions for troops 
stationed in the midst of provinces which had been 
many times devastated and laid waste, was not a 
less formidable one. The King of Prussia, however, 
even in this case, managed to vanquish the obstacles 
which stood in his way, and by dint of incredible ex* 
ertions, and a judicious en)enditure of money, again 
to fill his magazines. The Prussians were, how« 
ever, so much exhausted by their previous kibours, 
that the campaign of 1761 became necessarily, on 
their side, with the exception of partial encoui^tevs, 
one of defence. 

Another^ calamity occurred at this period of tl» 
war to Frederic, in the death of Greorge the Second, 
King of England, who expired on the 35th of Octo- 
ber, 1760. This prinee had always hated his nephew, 
but he loved his native electorate of Hanover ; and 
his government was ditected by Pitt, who saw that 
the abasement of France was only to be obtained by 
a cordial support of the King of Prussia. Hence 
the subsidiary treaties which were continued from 
year to year, and the assistance; both moral and 
physical, afforded to the Prussian sovereign. But 
the new monarch, George the Third, was governed 
by an unpopular favourite. Lord Bute, who had risen 
to power from the ofiscurity to which a poor Scotch 
peer was then generally condemned, by the personal 
favour of the king's mother, the princess-dowager. 
He appears to have been a man ignorant <^'the beav* 

* Csmpagpes do Frederic H., par M. de W. 

t ArdtenlMi, Hiitoln de la Craerra de Stpcjlafc 



1761rJ htWE, OF FREDERIC H.^ 171 

iiig9 of foreign poIiGy,and,undi0tiiigiii8hed by statM- 
manlike quauties. His object, from whatever cause 
pro9eeding, was to obtain peace, which he thoagtat 
would be best effected by not supplTiog to Uie Kmg 
of Prussia the means of continuing the war. Hence, 
though in compliance with the wishes o£ the parlia- 
ment and of the nation, a fresh subsidiary treaty be- 
tween England and Prussia was entered into in pe- 
eember, 1780, it was the last which was- made be- 
tween the two countries ; and even -the payment of 
part of the sum: thus agreed to be given to Frederic 
was deferred, and finally, according to the foreign 
historians, eluded altogether.* ^^ 

The truth of this latter allegation is strongly con- 
firmed by many passages, ip the Mitchell papers now 
S reserved in the British Museum,t although no con- 
nued and detailed account of the transaction occurs 
in th^m. The same documents also show mocA 
ckarly the general unfriendliness of England to 
Prussia from' the moment that* Lord Bute was in- 
tntsted with the reins of government in the former 
lungdom. , It appears from this correspondence that 
one of the' plans of the British caWnet, in the begin- 
ning of 17d3, was to obtain the usual Prussian sub- 
sidy from parliament, which, from the extreme popu- 
lanty of the King of Prussia in the country, they did 
not dare to omit ; but not to renew the subsidiary 
treaty with that monarch, which bound them down 
to time as to the payment of the money; thus 
leaving it entirely in their power to starve him into 
submission. '* This ejcpedient,** writes Sir A. Mit- 
chiell to Lord Bute, ^^they (i. e. the ministers of the 
King of Prussia iii London) observe, leaves the king 
their master at the mercy of his ally, wiKhout any 
consideration, in case of a separate peace between 
Tingianrt aiod Fraaoey and canaot' fail to render the 

t CoiirMpondenee between Sir Andrew Bfitchell, English mMteMr ri| 
tile eonn of nedeiH and tiie Brittoli eovwrnneot, flrom 17ft6 to 170S. M& 



172 LIFE OF FREDERIC TU [1761* 

King of Prussia's Enemies more obstinate and invet- 
erate, for they will consider hint tfs entirely aban- 
doned by England.** 

Again, in another letter, in which. Mitchell gives 
an account of an interview he had. had with Count 
Finckenstein, one of the Prussian miilisters, and in 
which he told the count, that the same sum was to 
be demanded fro|n parliament, by way of subsidy 
to Prussia, as in fdrmer years, but without a fresh 
treaty, he goes on to say, '* To this the count ob- 
jected, that by not renewmg the treaty^ the king his 
master was left, in a manner, without an ally, de- 
pending solely upon the ancient treaties that sub- 
sisted between the two crowns before the war ; that 
this Unexpected stlep could not fail to encourage the 
King of Prussia's enemies, and to confirm them in 
their aversion to hearken to any terms of accom* 
modation with him, whom they represent as aban- 
doned by England; that he, Count Finckenstein, 
could have wished the treaty to have been renewed, 
as it had been in former years, &c. ^c.'' — "The 
count then observed, that by the method now 
adopted, no consideration whatever was given to the 
king his master, in case of a separate peace, and 
that he was left entirely at the mercy of the English 
ministers ; who, of late, seemed to yalry very much 
in their opinions.'^t 

In a subsequent letter, addressed to Mf . Keithy 
then British envoy at Petersburg, Mitchell seems 
to agree in the view taken by Count Finckenstein 
of the feelings of the English government towardd 
Prussia at this juncture ; for he says, " I am sorry 
to find, that for some time past the king's ministers 
seem to have some jealousy of the King of Prussia : 

* Utter of Sir Andrew IttteheU to Loid Bole, dated Mafdelnmli, 
Ifttblanuary.lTOS. 

t Letter of Sir Andrew MlttbaU to Lohl Botfly dated BUdfebugimaik 
laimary, 17flk 
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the gronnj of it is, I, own,, unknown IQ me."* Fi- 
nally, in a letter to Mr. Gebrpre Grenville, he alludes 
more distinctly to the withholding of the subsidy, 
"tilrhne giving an account of a. cohversotion hci had 
held with Finckenstein. Upon this ocqasion he says, 
^ I ^et forth his majesty* s true motives for withholding, 
in the ffresent circumstances, the subsidy granted to &8 
Prussian majesty informer years ; aissunng the coubI^ 
at the same time, that the king never had, nor has 
now, the least thought of abandoning the King of 
Prussia to his enemies, nor of deserting his alliaDoe. 
AH which Count Finckensteinpromised faithfi^y to 
report to the king his master.'^ 

Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick was the first 
Msneral who took the field for the campaign of I7A1. 
On the llth of February, his army advaiieea in iour 
columns, and attacked, on all sides, tho FrMieh 
Quarters near Ca^sel. His arHval and onset wcfie 
so unexpected, that the French were speedily throwti 
into confusion, and compelled to fly* This adv«l>- 
tage was followed by another, gained by the Prus- 
sian General Sybourg. He hsul been sent, with a 
corps of troops, to unite with the Hanoverian Genmil 
SpOrken, in order thus to cause a diversion in the 
forces of the enemy, which might be favourable to 
the designs of Prinpe Ferdinand. A body of Franth 
and Saxons, under the command of the Cottftt de 
Stainville, endeavoured to prevent the junction, btit 
were beaten by Greneral Sybourg, who took 8000 
prisoners, four cannons, and six standards. The 
Hanoverians alid Prussians, having united, advanced 
a^nst the troops of the empire, commanded by 
General Olefeld ; and on the 2d of April took 1100 
prisoners, nine cannons, and five standards.} 

* Letter nf Sir Andrew MitetaaH to Mr. Kelfb, dated Mafdebari^ 94 
April, 1768.. . 

t Letter ftom Sir Andi^w Bfitcbell to the Rifht Hon. George Gren- 
Yille, dated Breslau, 13th June, 1762. 

^ : MaUer, Tableaa dee Chienea de ftedeile to Gnnd.— BliWlM it 1| 
Gtwnre di sept Au, par Frederic H. 
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Pnnce FerdiniEind now placed hi^ army so as to 
carry on, at the same time, the sielges of CasseU 
Marbourg, and Ziegfe&hayn; but the inexperience 
of his eng[ineer8, the want of aimmunition, and the 
badness of the roads, which retarded the arrival of 
his supplies, occasioned his failing in these attempts* 
At the same time, the hereditary Prince of Bruns-' 
wick, whose detachment had advanced towards 
Frankfort with a view of observing the French* 
was attacked by Broglio and the whole French 
army. Overcome by numbers, he was obliged to 
retreat withjoss. This was foUowed by the defeat 
of ttie detachment of Prince Ferdinand's army 
which was' occupied in the siege of Ziegenhayn; 
and undler all the circumstances of the case, the 
prince deemed it advisable to raise the sieges he had 
undertaken, to evacuate' the country of Hesse, and 
to retire into that of Hanover. This, however, 
he effected with so much skill, that Marshal Broglio 
did not venture to follow him. 

After these events, the hostile armies remained 
tranquil till the month of July, when the Prince of 
Soubise, arriving to the assistance of Broglio, with 
great reinforcements, encouraged the latter general 
to march against the combined army of English and 
Hanoverians. Ferdinand, perceiving the design of 
the French generals to attack him, posted himself in 
the intrenched camp of .Hohenower.* On the 15th 
of July Marshal Broglio endeavoured to Brive him 
from his position. For five hours the French army 
exposed itself with great bravery to the deadly 
fire of the Hanoverians, but without gaining a foot 
of ground in advance. At length, a judicious move- 
ment on the part of Prince Ferdinand threw them 
into complete disorder, and they fled, leaving behind 
them their killed and wounded, and several pieces 

« AnbaQbolx, Htatoira de la Ooomda S«pt Auk—HMoire 4e It 
Qutm d« Sept am, par Frederic H. 
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of caiuioii. The loss of the French upon this oc* 
casion amounted to 5000 men*J that of the allies only 
to 300 killed^ and lOOO wounded.* A few days after 
this victory, the joy of Prince Ferdinand was damped 
by the loss of his nephew. Prince Albert Henry of 
Brunswick, who was killed in a skirmish. 

In spite of the success in arms of Prince Fer4i« 
jtiand, ne would have found himself in a very dan- 
gerous position at this moment, in consequence of 
the excessive superiority of the French forces, had 
it not i)een for the jealousies which existed between 
the two generals Soubise and Broglio. These at 
length became so great that they divided Aieir army 
and marched different ways. The Prince of Soubise 
passing the River Rohr; and the Marshal Brog^o 
marching towards CasseL From thence the latter 
proposed to advance into Hanover. Ferdinand, who 
had sdso been obliged to divide his army t^to two 
parts, in order to observe the two divisions of the 
French troops, wds not strong enough to prevent 
Broglio, by Jbrce, from entering Hanover; and he 
had therefore recourse to a stratagem. He marched 
into Hesse, and thereby cut off the communication 
of the French with- that country. Broglio, as his 
able enemy had expected, grew frightened, and re* 
treated. 

Meanwhile, the hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
had prevented the Prince of Soubise from besieging 
Munster, and had himself destroyed many of his 
magazines. Thus checked, the French had nothing 
to do but to occupy themselves with devastating 
the countries they were in possession of, wMch 
they did in the most cruel manner. They took some 
towns in the duchy of Brunswick, and plundered 
them ; but were obliged afterward, by the heredi- 
tary prince, to give them up ; and, having also failed 
in an attempt upon the imperial town of Brement 

* ^irehentaolxi, Biatolie da la GnenoB d* Bept ABA 
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tber ftnSjr todc tt^ their winter:-<|!mrter8,-^Brog)io 
at CasJBel, and JSoubise in fiie district called the 
Lower Rhine. Prince Ferdinand, who, during the' 
^autumny had besieged Gdttihgen whhont success, 
establislied his winter-quarter^ in Westpha^a. 

In the coarse of the month of 'April General 
liandon, at the head of an Austrian army, penetrated 
into Silesia, and obliged General G61z, who com- 
manded there with a small body of troops, to retire 
onder the walld of Schw^idmtz. As. Ibon as the 
liews of these morements reached the King of 
Prassiv, he assembled his army near Meissen, dele- 

Skted ^e command of it to his Inrotfaer Prince 
enry, and then, with a detachment passed the 
Elbe hiineelf, near Strehlen, and /hastened to the 
assistance of Golz. The- approach of Frederic 
obliged Landon to retire into Bohemia, and to wait 
there for the eb-operatioh of the Russians, who 
were aavancing in sereraJ columns towards ^ fron- 
tiers of Silesia mider the command of FieM-M arshal 
Butterlin; while another Russian army, headed by 
General Romanzow; entered Pomerania, and, sup- 
ported by the Swedes, obliged General Wertier and 
Prince jBagene of Wurtenrnerg to retire into an in- 
trenched camp near Colberg.* 

Laudon and Butterhn made various attempts to 
«fiect a jvnotioii of their respectire armies, but were 
for some time prcTented by tto& skiHnl and masterly 
movements or the King of Prussia; though his 
. forces consisted only of 50,000 men, while those of 
Austria amounted to 60,000, and those of Russia 
to 70,600 men^t At length, however, Butterlin, 
having bombarded Breslau, saccieeded in passing the 
Oder, and in joining Landon hear Striegau on the 
l2th of August They now thought the escape ol 
the Prussians from their united and enorafious forces 
imposaible} but F^rederic, as osttal, baiBed theur 

T 

* MattBr, TahlMv das OMnw de FMerie to GntttL 
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hopes. Unwilling to trust himself in the <ypen 
countty, under such a disadvantage in numbers, he 
took possession of the camp of Buntzelwitz, and 
intrenched himself so judiciously, that the allied 
army was unable to attack him.*^ 

This celebrated camp is thus described by a con* 
temporary historian, who was himself at the time an 
officer in the Prussian service :— *• This great work 
bore the impress of the king^s g!enius upon it. It 
was constructed Nwith a degree of skill, as well as of 
rapidity, of whichthere has been no example in any 
of the wars of modern times. The centre of the camp 
was at the distance of a German mile from Schweid- 
iiitz. The space in which the infantry was plained was 
defended by a chain of intrenchments with ditches, 
which were joined together by four-and-twenty great 
batteries. Before these intrenchments were placed 
palisadoes and chevaux-de-frises, and three rows of 
trenches, each six feet deep. Each battery-had two 
mines near it, which could be fired without difficulty 
by means of communications with the battery. The 
kmg had taken from Schweidnitz 150 pieces of can- 
non to garnish these batteries.. The camp of Bunt- 
zelwitz, in this siate, resembled a real fortress, and 
was entirely unattackable. If the nature of the for- 
tifications was extraordinary, the promptitude with 
which they were constructed was still more so. 
These vast works v^ere completed in three days and 
three nights. . On the left wing, at the Extreme 
point of the intrenchments, were placed, in a flat 
spot, ninety squadrons of cavsdry."t 

That which the King of Prussia had anticipated 
soon came, to pass ; the allied army blockaded his 
camp; but they were prevented from continuing in 
the position they had taken, for a sufficient lei^h 
of time to effect their purpose, by the want of pro- 
risions. The country round them was exhausted, 

* Mailer, Tableaa dw 6ii«rm de Frederie le Onod.. 
f Awbcnliolt, Bbrtoire d« U Qotnt-dt Sept Aiuu 
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and foniiBe begaft to appeiur in tiior camp. At titis 
moment they learned that General Platen, whom 
the Kinr of Prussia had sent, at the head of 7000 
men, to naraas thciir rear and cot off their supplies, 
had succeeded in capturing a convoy, consisting of 
6000 provision-wagons, that he had beaten the 
escort accompanyuig it, tmd taken 1900 prtsoners, 
and had also destroy^ three of the largest magazines 
of the Russians oil the borders of Poland. This 
inteBigence determined the Aostriaa and Russian 

Ssner&.upon raising the 'blockade of the camp of 
untzelwitz,and separating their troops. ButterMn 
marched into Pomerania, to assist io. the siege of 
Colbeiif, leaving CKemichef, with a detachment of 
30,000 Russians, at the ordera.of Laudon, who re- 
tired to an intrenched camp near Fribourg. The 
retreat of the allied army, which took place on the 
13th ot September, difiiised a general joy through 
t)ie Paussian camp.- The Prussian Soldiers bad 
suffered much in their intreiichments from the 
fatigues they wei<e obliged to undergp, in order to 
be always, prepared for any attack that might be 
made upcm tiiem by the enemy. It is true they were 
encour^^ in their labours, bv seeing them equally 
endured by their sovereign ; but the great heat of 
tiie weather oecasioned diseases in the eamp, which, 
joined to the want of all provisions except bread, 
rendered the ooi^dition of the soldiers sufficiently 

grievous. They therefore received the uews of the 
eparture of tiie Austrians and Russians as they 
would have done that of a victory.* 

Frederic remained one fortnight in hits position at 
Bnntzelwits, after he Was delivered from his ene- 
mies; and then, with a view of deceiving Laudon, 
and drawing htm from his eamp, he march^ towards 
Upper Silesist and thereby placed himself at the dis* 
tanoe of two days' journey from Sehweklniti* No 

* JUdMB]wi% Btetoin do J* QMm <• Sffft Ass 
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4sooBer was Laudon made aware of tbe •kiag'a de- 
parture than, instead of foHowing l^tm, he deter- 
mined to takiB advaatagie of his abseooe* to make an 
attack upon the important fortress of SIchweidnilB. 
He therefore seot General Draskowits with a de- 
tachment to observe the movements of the Prus- 
sians ; and then, with the rest ot[ his armv, made, by 
night, a |feneral assault upon Schweidfaiti. The 
governor. General 2astrow, though taken by sur- 
prise, made ail the preparations he was able for the 
purpose of defending himself; but, though he did so 
with great bravery, tus garrison was too feeble to 
make a long resistance. He had not even a suffi* 
xrient number of cannoniera to fire the artillery. 
After a bloody combat of thsee hours, the worths 
were all in the possession of the assldiants, and 3300 
Prussians were made prisoners.* 

The Russians, of whom a detachment were itnite«[ 
with the army of Laudon, and Whoiiad been made 
drunk with brandy by their commanders, ruined on 
to the assault with. a reckless impetuosity. • They 
suddenly and unexpectedly found themselves on tfa« 
brink oi a fosse fiiU of water, of the existence of 
which fhey were not previously aware; but even 
this could not arrest their progress. The foremost 
ranks were pushed into the ditch and droWned, and 
their comrades made their d^ad bodies a bridge, over 
which they passed into the town,jcanying desolatioo 
with them, and crying out at ihe same time, ** We 
give no quarter !"t Sohweidnitz was taken by the 
earliest dawn on the 1st of October. Blame appears ' 
to have attached to Zastrow for not having antici- 
pated an attack ; so little had he done so, that he was 
at a ball, when he first heard of the approach of the 
Austrians.^ 

This unlooked-for disaster deranged the plan for 
the rdat of the campaign, which the King of Prussia 

* MOllcr, TaW[Mvd«8.Gueizes de Frederic le Onnd. 
t Atebenholz, Riatolre d» la Guerre de Sept Ane. 
t BiMQin de lA Giwm de Sept Am, par FMado IL 
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had intended to carry ipto effect. He waa^ obliged 
only to think of preserving as many fortresses and 
as much territory as the immense superiority of his 
enemies in point of plumbers permitted. He there- 
fore establi^ed himself in a camp near Strehlen, and 
strengthened the garrisons of Neisse, Brieg, Cosel, 
Bresiau, and Glogau. On the other hand, the Aus- 
tiians were enabled, for the first time since the com- 
mencement of the war, to take up theLr winter- 
quarters in Silesia.^ 

While the King of Prussia was encamped under 
the > walls of Strebleuy. he narrowly escaped being 
betrayed into the hands of the Austrians. The 
traitor who lent himself to. this base enterprise^ was 
the Baron de Warkot&^h,<a Silesian gentleman whose 
estates were situated near Strehlen. He had coma 
to the king's head-quarters, and was received by him 
with nopch kindness. This did not, however, deter 
Warkotsch from his infamous design, but rather en- 
couraged him to it ; as it enabled him to observe how 
negligent Fredericswas of precautions for his own 
security, and how few soldiers formed his ordinary 
guard. He communicated fiis intention to the Aus- 
trian commanders, who caught at it eagerly, and 
promised hiiia a donation of 100,000 crowns as a 
recompense. A priest, named Schmidt, was also in 
the plot ; and the plan arranged was, that t)ie King 
of Prussia shoula be carried off during the night 
through a wood which was close to hisquarters, and 
which also led to those of Laudon. The executors 
of this abduction were to be a troop of Austrian 
hussars, commanded by a determined leader. The 
detail of the plan was arranged by letters, whi<^ 
passed between Warkotsch and Scmnidt. The ser- 
vant who carried them became, at leiigth, from the 
frequency of the correspondence, suspicious respect- 
ing its object. He opeaed a letter, which contuned 

* BIa((iii«d0ltQMmd0SeplAiu,ptfFM6rien. 
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sufficient details to explain to him what was medi- 
tated, and, struck with hiDrror, cap*ied it forthwith 
to Frederic^ who thus escaped one of the ^greatest 
dangers he had ever encountered'; -Warkotsch and 
Schmidt made their escape out of a window, just as 
they were on the point of being arrested. War- 
kotsch's property was confiscated; and the' two 
traitors were execirted in effigy. When the sentence 
for this ceremony was brought to Frederic to sign, he 
said, "I consent to it; for I suppose the copies are 
worth as little as the originals.'** Shortly after this 
occurrence, the King of Prussia placed his troops in 
winter-quarters along the course of the Oder from 
Briegto Glogau, and established his own head-quar- 
ters at Breslau. - 

The only other remarkable event of the campaign 
of 1761 which remains to be related is the siege of 
Colberg, a fortress iii Pomerania, situated on the 
shores of the Baltic,' which was blocleaded by the 
Russians, under the command of Romanzow. Early 
in the month of September, the Russians began their 
attacks; but Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg had 
posted himself so judiciously, that for a considerable 
time the Russians obtained no advantage. Itiey 
were, however, niore fortunate in taking Cleneral 
Werner and the detachment he commanded pris- 
oners. In the beginning of the month of October, 
Greneral Platep ariived with a reinforcement at the 
camp of the Prince of Wurtemberg ; but, on the 
other hand, a large body of troops, under the com- 
mand of the Prince Dolgoroucki, joined themselves 
to the army of Romanzow. The evolutions of both 
parties,— on the sicfe of the Russians to form the 
siege of Colberg regularly, and on that of the ProS- 
cans to prevent their effecting this, continued for 
some time without much success to either ; but were 
peculiarly honourable to the skill and valour of the 

* Anibenbola,|Uflt(dre de laGaerre de S«pt Aoo. 
Vou II.- ' 
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Ptossianst who^ with cpeatly inferior forceaykept at 
bay the vast armies of their assailants. 

At length the Prussians became so much weak- 
ened by their losses of men ia various partial en- 
counters, that their enemies, were enabled to cut off 
their communication with Colberg, and to prevent 
their sending provisions into the place.* They then 
attacked the town, and summoned it to surrender. 
The officer who was sent on this errand was re- 
ceived by the commander, Heyd^n, in the presence 
of several soldiers of the garrison. *^ Comrades,'' 
said Heyden, '* we are summoned to^surrender; what 
think you of itl" — "Do not do any such thing, 
(colonel,!' replied those appealed to ; " let us defend 
ourselves as long as either powder or bread remains 
to us.*' Heyden immediately sent the. officer back 
with this answer. About the middle of November, 
Prince Eugene of Wurtemb^rg endeavoured to re- 
store his communications with Colberg, and to throw 
provisions and succours into the place ; but the Rus- 
sians, who received constantly fresh reinforcements, 
were too numerous for him to dare to attack them, 
and he was oblig;ed to retire, with difficulty, to Star- 
gard. Frederic also sent provisions and reinforce- 
ments to Colberg^ but none were 6ver able to reach 
it ; and whU6 tlius famine was beginning to be felt 
severely in. the town, the besieging army was amply 
supplied with provisions by the fleet, ^hich block- 
aded the fortress by sea. 

Heyden, however, still defended himself; and 
taking advantage of the severity of the season, ho 
poured water on^he w^s, which freezing, rendered 
theip sufficiently slippery to prevent any successful 
attempt at scaling them.f As long aa the bread, 
doled out as it was at the rate of one pound per day 
to each soldier, lasted, the brave Heyden defended 
himself successfully. At. length it failed him, and 
he was then reluctantly obliged, on the 16th of De- 

* Mailer, Tablean des Goerres de Frederic le Gnrnd. 
!t Vie de Frederic O. 
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cember, to open the gates to the Russians % who were 
enabled by tnis conquest, for the first time, to take 
im their winteriK^tiatters in Pomerania and the New 
March of Brahdenburgh. 

The troops of Prince Eugene of Wurtemberff 
werei at this time in the duchy of Mecklenbitrg ; ana 
those of General Platen and of Prince Henry of 
Prussia in Saxony. iThe latter had made head 8uc« 
cessfully in that country, though keeping himself 
always on the defensive during the whole campaign,' 
against^ the Austrian army of Marshal Daun, that of 
the empire, commanded by Generals Serbelloni and 
Stoibei|;, and that of the. Saxons, who had their 
own prince Albert as their leader.* 

The campaign of the Swedes against the Prussians 
was not marked, during tjiis year, with any import- 
ant events; though several partial and undecisive 
skirmishes had tauLen place between Ehrenschwerdy 
the general of the former, and Generals St^tterheiiti 
and Belling, who conducted the latter. About this 
time a plot was discovered * for hetmying the im- 

K^rtant fortress of Magdeburg to the Austrians. 
agdeburg was, in fact, the citadel of the Prussian 
monarchy,, and its fall must have entailed upon 
Frederic the- most disastrous consequences; and 
indeed, would probably have obliged him to end the 
war at once,and~on whatever terms his ruthless ene- 
mies might think proper to grant to him. In it were 
deposited the public .archives, the king's treasure, 
and a vast property belonging to individuals, which 
had been collected there for safety, from all the sur- 
rounding country. It was, besidfes, the spot where 
the' magazines, bloth for provisions and ammunition 
for the different Prussian armies, weve preserved. 
Nothing could have been more fatal to the king than 

its 108S.t 

* M flllnr, TablMa dM Ouerrv de Frederie le Oiand.— SsmI rarto 
Vie et le Regne de Frederic 11., par PAbM Denina.— Arcbonhols, Hit- 
loife de la Gaerro de Sept Aii«. 

f AfdmUwU, Hiitaire de la Ouem deStpt Ana 
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The project -was due to Frederic Bar6n Trenckr 
whose unhappy history has beea related in a ]pre«' 
vtous part of this work, and who was. at' this tmiie 
loaded with chains, and confined in a solitary dun- 
lin under the fortifications of the town. By the 
aiki of money^ which be obtained from his friends at 
Vienna znd Berlin, and by means.of his own indefo* 
tigable activity, he had established commumeattom 
with sottie Austrian officers who were prisoners of 
war } and had prepared for his own escape by oadett 
mining the fortifications* The plan intended to \m 
eSEeeuied was, to release the Austrian prisonei^f 
amountliigf to 16,000 meir, and with their aid to m^ 
ter the garrison, then consisting only of aboat 901- 
men ; a few of whom, even including some ^^fficers^ 
were friendly to Trenck. 'Hie discovery of this foi^ 
midable conspiracy was due to the treachery of seiiM^ 
of the persons at Vienna, with whom Trenck eois»> 
municated, who sent his correspondence to the Kiflf 
of Prussia.! Magdeburg was thus saved ; and TrencE 
was watched with greater vigilance than ever* 



CHAPTER X. ' 

Dflitli vC the Ebiprvw of KnstlA^The ntw Bmperar Mrtta FtredMlikM 
AJliaoca between Pnwsia and tbe Khan of the Tartara—Unfirtendly 
piaposHiona of the English Gorernment to Frederic— Peace between 
Prtiaaia and Sweden>«-Operationa of tbe DUTerent Amiiee->Miinlerof 
tbe Emperor of R««iia~Ombat of fteiehenbaeb—Frederie rataiw 
Schweianitz— Battle of Frey berg—Campaign of Prince Ferdtnand-*- 
Farther Stieceaaea of the PniMlan»— Peace of HobeTtaboorg—Ba- 
(bettoaa oa the Sevea Yeara^ Wav. 

Tbe year 1763 commenced with an event sa fit* 
vourable to Prussia, that it may be considered aft a 
complete compensation, not only for the loss of 
Sehweidnitz and Oolberg, but also for the state of 

* M^moina da Fkadoie Baroii de Tieofl|i> 
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exhaostion in every Way to which the Prussian 
monarchy was reduced. ' On the 8th of January, 
1762, died the implacable enemy of FSrederic, Eliza- 
beth Empress* of Russia.*^ She had been originally 
made personally hostile to him, from some sarcasms 
with regard to .her morals and habits of life, which 
the King pf Prussia had imprudently ventured upon; 
as well as from the notion, perhaps not unfounded, 
that he had been aware ot certain plots^ against her 
crown, which had been discovered in her own court : 
and these feelings were fostered and augmented by 
her successive lovers and ministers, who were gained 
by the money of the court of Vienna. Her nephew 
and successor, the unfortunate Peter the Third, dif-' 
fered entirely from her with regard tq the King of 
Prussia, of whom he was the warmest admirer and 
most sedulous imitator. The dying empress, aware 
of the disposition of her nephew, exacted a solemn 
promise from the senate, that thev would contpue 
the war, and never conclude it without the concur- 
rence of the other atties.t 

Like other sovereigns, though,- who have endeav- 
oured to perpetuate their sway beyond the term of 
tiieir natural lives, her orders, from the ihoment her 
eyes were closed, were disregarded. One of the 
first acts of the Veign of Peter was to communicate 
to Frederic assurances of his friendship ; which he 
did through the channel of the Count de Hordt, a 
Swedish officer in the Prussian service, who had 
been taken prisoner by the Russians about two years 

Previously, ahd who, during the reign of Elizabeth, 
ad been treated in his -confinement with great rig- 

* >Elisah6th Imd inherited fVwn taer flither, PMer the Grett, the talent 
ofgoTernnmsot; Md ahe waa alao diaiiaguiahadlbr a quality wbicb he 
did not pneaeaa, that of clemency. Her reign waa marked by ameliora- 
tfona and improvementa of Tarioba Unda, and of great importance to tba 
heat interaata of Euaaia. 

t Arebeohols. Bietoire de la Ooena de Sept Aofl.—Art d» TWiflar 
laiDttaai 
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our.* Pet0ry npcm his accession, released him, (: 
he did also all &e other Prussian prisoners in his 
doiQinioDs), loaded him with favours, and e.mployed 
him to transmit iO/ his master his own enthusiastic 
expressions of devotion and admiration* This was 
followed by more eolitl advantages. A suspensioa 
of arms between the Hussians and Prussians^ was 
agreed to v and soon afterward a treat]^. of alhance 
was eonckded^r At the saipeitme, an jntimate cor* 
respondence was carried on between the two sove- 
reigns ; and Peter even beeame the colonel of a regi« 
ment in his Prussian majesjty's service, and con* 
stantly wore the uniform of it, to the great dissatis* 
faction of his. own subjects. He. was also accus- 
tomed to kiss the portrait of the King of Prussia^ 
calling him his friend, and his master; while he 
never failed to praise him extravagantly upon all 
occaslons.l , 

Early in the spring the Russian auxiliaries, com- 
manded by Cacernichef, who, to the number of 20,000 
men, were united with the Austrian army of Laudon^. 
received orders to withdraw themselves from him, 
to march into Poland, and finally to join themselves 
to the King of Prussia, and to act under his orders*. 
At the same time, the Russian troops evacuated 
Prussia, Pomeroniar and the New March of Bran- 
denbnrgh, and gave up Colberg. This chstnge from 
hostility to friendship was so sudden, and appeared 
80 marvellous, that' the Austrian officers who wers 
prisoners at Breslau, and who witnessed it, witliout 
being ayware of the causes which led to it, were for 
some time skeptical as to its reality. When they 
saw Czemichef and other Russian generals arrive in 
that city to attend the court of the King of Prussia* 
they imagined that they were in reaSty Prussian 



* M^OMlras <hi Coait« d« Hordt 

X EiMd BUT la Vie 6t leRegne d6 ftedote n^ pnVkVbk Dtida^ 
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OflScers, who had bee^ dressed up in Russian iiiii« 
forms and orders^ to induce a belief in the frigidly 
^spositions of Russia.* . 

Shortly* before the faroorabkr change in the Pros- 
nan relatiohs with Russia took f^ace Frederic, who^ 
in his perilous situation, caught at any hope of as- 
iistance, however uncertain, had contracted an alii* 
ance with the Khan of the Tartars. That barbarian 
ruler a^eed, upon condition of receiving a certain 
subsidy, to make an irruption into Russia. Subse* 
qnent erents prevented his beiiig called upon to per* 
form his promise. Frederic was also in negotiation 
with the Grand Seignior, with the view of inducing 
him to cause a diversion, by attacking the Austrian 
provinces which border the Turkish empire. He 
was so far successful, that the Ottoman government, 
assembled a large army on tiie frontiers hear BeU 
grade ; which, although it abstained from active 
hostilities, gave great anxieties to the imperial 
court.t 

On the other hand, the disposition of the Epglish 
governmant became every day less friendly to Prus- 
sia. Pitt, disgusted at the influence and policy of 
Lord Bute, had thrown up his office. Lord Bute, 
whose object was to obtain peace upon any terms, 
was anxious with this view, as has been already 
mentioned,. to crush the ICing of Priksia. He there- 
fore commenced negotiations with the sevt^-al 
courts; but his manner of condudtii\g them at once 
showed his ignorance and his incapacity. He 
charged the Prince Gallitzin, the Russian ambas- 
sador in England, to inform the emperor that what- 
ever portions of the Prussian territories he might 
wish for, he would take care to obtain for him, pro- 
vided he would still allow his troops to act with the 
Austrian^.| Petet was so indignant at this propo- 
sition, that he immediately sent the despatch con* 

* ATdMttlMla. Hiatoire de la Gnerro de Sept Ana. 

) Hisioire de la Gaerre de Sept Am, par Frederic IL | IW. 
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taining It to the Kingr of Prussia.* . To the court ol 
Vienna, Lojrd Bute proposed to make a peace wtUi 
E^land, from whicn Prussia was to be exclwted. 
At the same time he offered to guaranty to the 
•mprjess queen whichever of the Prussian prorinces 
it would be most iigreeable to her to become pos- 
sessed of. To his surprise, this proposition wa« 
also coldly received, and dryly declined ; for Kau« 
nitz the imperial minister fancied, that the object 
of Lord Bute was to cause a quarrel between the 
court of Vienna alid that of Versailles. At the sante 

* In the Mitchell Papers, In the Brilish Museum, is the fbllowing ea« 
flooi letter tnm Sir '4. MiCehell to Lord Bute, upon this subject :-' • 

** Private and confidential. 

" My Lor4, Breslau, Sd May, UfKL " 

**Two days aAer I had my andienee of the Kiny of Prussia, Coma 
Finckenateio came to me, and told me he bad the kmg his master's per- 
mission to communicate to me something of importance, by way of 
private eonMence^ which, however, must remain a secret. I answeivd, 
I was much obliged to his Prussian majesty ; that he miglit assure him 
I should make no bad use of any thing he was'pleased to trust me with. 
The count then read to mea paper, which contained an accouHt of a 
eomrersation your lordship was supposed to liave had with Prince Gal- 
Utkin» just after the news of the late Empress of Russia's death, and at 
the time Mr. Wraughton was named as resident; which conversation 
Prince Gnllitdn is Mipposed to have oommonioated lo an intimate (Hend 
of his under the seal of secrecy. Lord Bute told Prince Galtitain Mr. 
Wraughton was sent to Russia with instructions for him and Mr. Keitk 
to cultivate and extend .the Mendship between the two courts, ^e. * that 
one of his instructions was, to persuade the emperor lo concur in making 
a general peace ; and for that end it w^ hoped the csar would not with- 
draw his troops fVom the Prussian territories, as Lord Bute could not 
Etrsuade himself that the emperor would prefer the alliance with th« 
Log of Prussia to, the natural alliance with the House of Austria; that 
by not withdrawing the troops, the King of Prussia would be under the 
necessity of making considerable cessions to the House of Austria ; that 
it was not the intention of England to make etem'al war to ploass the 
King of Prussia ; that England wanted Just to save him, but wished that 
prince could be brought to make considerable cessions ; that about six 
weeks ago Mr. Mitchell had beeil wrote to to sound the Prussian minie- 
ters at Magdeburgh what cessions might be expected, and that no an- 
awer was yet received, nor did Lord Bute believe it would be a favour- 
able one,** 4cc. 

* ****** 

"I have only to add, that I am Informed his Prussian mi^jesty, apoa 
lint receiving this intelligsnee, was almost nirious, and to this moneot 
lanoot talk with temper upon the subject. I am, dec. 

** AaDaiw MiTOBiu. 

•< Tilt Karl of Bote.* 
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time, the Austrian pride was inscdted by the propo- 
ttal; and the answer given to' the British advances 
was, that the empress queen was sufficiently power* 
ful to enforce to herself ^er own pretensions. A 
negotiation was also opened -^ween England and 
the court of France; M. de Bussy came to' England 
to conduct it ;. while Mr. Hans Stanley was sent to 
Paris with similar instructions. 

The< peace between Russia and Sweden was fol- 
lowed by one concluded between Prussia and 
Sweden ; and this, change in the circumstances of 
Frederic obliged his enemies, at the commencement 
of the campaign, to take a lesson from his conduct 
during the preceding one, and to act on the de» 
fensive.* 

In the month of May, Frederic assembled hiff 
troops in the camp of Betlern. ^ His nephew, the. 
young Prince Frederic William, who eventually suc- 
ceeded him on the throne^ made this year his first 
campaign, under the eyp of his heroic uncle. Prince 
Henry^ who was posted in Saxony, having united 
his forces with those commanded by General Belling 
(who, after the cessation of hostilities by the Swedes, 
had been enabled to leave the territory of Mecklen- 
burgh), advanced,' and by a very skilful movement 
prevented the union of the Austrians with the army 
of the empire, commanded by Serbelloni*. In the 
course of his manosuvres he attacked Serbelloni, 
took 160O prisoners and three cannons, and then es- 
tablished himself near Freyberg. Serbelloni, anx- 
ious to retrieve Ms credit, shortly afterward at- 
tacked the aidvanced gusynd of the princess army; 
but was repulsed, with the loss of 1000 men.f Early 
in the month of June, the King of Prussia, having 
united to his own forces those of the Russians com- 
manded by Czemichef, as well as the detachments 
commanded by Prince Eugene of Wurteniberg and 

* MOIIer, TablMo das Goerras da Fred«ric 1« Ghrand. 
t ZM.— ArcbeoliolvHivWire d« la GMrre d« Scvt AMb 
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the Duke of Beyern (which had arrived from Meek* 
ient^urgh and Pqmerania), inarched towards Schweid- 
nitz, and succeeded in dislodging: Daun from an 
almost impregnable position near Burkersdbrf. On 
this occasion the Austrians lost 1400 men killed, 
and 800 taken prispner6, and* fourteen cannons ; and 
Daun was obliged to retire among thQ. mountains as 
far as Tannhausen.* 

This last exploit was performed at the moment 
whin Frederic had just been infurmed of the revolu- 
tion so fatal to the Prussian interests which had 
taken place in Russia. Peter the Third, who had 
given notice of his intention' of even marching in 
person to assist in the campaign of the King of 
Prussia, was dethroned on the 9th of July, and his 
wife Catherine declared Empress of Russia. The 
military and the church had united in this conspiracy 
against their sovereign, whose innovations had dis- 
gusted them.f The Empress Catherine, on the 
other hand, had acquired great popularity ; and the 
hatred of the people and of, the nobles against Peter 
was increase.d> by his bad treatment of her. For 
some time she bore his conduct with patience ; but 
at length his threats of repudiating her; and shutting 
her up in a monastery, and even setting aside her 
son from the succession, obliged her to join with 
the conspirators ; and the revolution was consum- 
mated by the murder of the unhappy monarch* 
Catherine immediately sent, orders to Czernichef to 
separate his troops from those of Prussia, amd to 
march them into Poland ; and her first intention 
was to resume hostilities against the Prussian sove- 
reign.J 

It was during the three days' delay which were 
afforded to Czernichef to quit the Prussian army, 
that Frederic made the successful attack upon tfie 

* Miiller, Tableau des Gqerras de Frederic le Orand. 
t Rulhiere, Histoire de la Revolution de RuMie 
t Ardwobolx, Iliatoire de la Guerro de Sept Ana. 
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Au8trian8»whiohhas ji^st been mentioned. *' These 
three days,!' as he observe^ himself^ in giring a^i ac- 
count of his plan, ** were most precious ; and it be- 
came necessary to profit by them^.in order to strike 
some decisive blow, jlie presence of the Russians 
frightened the Austrians, who were, besides, igno- 
rant of the revolution which had taken place. It 
was absolutely necessary to retake Schweidnitz, or 
to be contented with no other quarters than those 
which had been occupied along the Oder during last 
year. If this ^campaign elapsed without any suc- 
cess being obtained, the efforts which had been 
made tCreconqu^i: the half of Silesia would prove 
of no use, and all hope of peace would vanish. 
These reasons determined the king to give some- 
thing to chance ; and he acted with greater boldness 
and temerity than he would have hazarded in more 
favourable coryunctures."* 

The Russians were convinced that the innova- 
tions attempted by Peter the Third, which had ex- 
cited such general dissatisfaction, were suggested 
to him by his Prussian mentor; and the latter was 
therefqre most unpopdlar throughout the empire. 
The new empress at first gave way to. the general 
feeling ; sent the orders to her general, which have 
been before related; and declared Frederic, in her 
manifesto, '* the most dangerous enemy of Russia.'*' 
Hardly, however, had this condemnation of the King 
of Prussia been published when Catherine had sin 
opportunity of reading the correspondence of Fred- 
eric with her Idte husband, which was found among 
his papers. She then discovered, not only that 
Frederic gave his imperial ally the wisest and best 
advice upon public matters, and that he blamed the 
changes executed by Peter against the wishes of 
his subjects, but that he had also counselled the 
emperor to behave weU to herself; and had con- 

^ Htftoire de 1« Gverre de Sept Aqb, par Frederio Q 
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Jured him, even if he could not show her tetideraess, 
to treat her with the respect and attention which 
was due to her situationJ Catherine, it is said, was 
moved even to tears at this discovery. She showed 
the letters .to the principal persons of her court, 
who all allowed the injustice of then; previous 
•opinions against the Prussian sovereign.* She in 
consequence determined upon maintaining the treaty 
existing with that monarch; but her troops were, 
nevertibeless, withdrawn from the Prussian army; 
and she resolved to remain, as far as concenied 
active warfare, in a state of neutrality: not wishing, 
at so early a period of her rule, to involve herself in 
hostilities with Austria.! 

The next event of importance in the campaign 
was the combat of Reichenb^ch, between the Aui|- 
trians and the Prussians, which took place on the 
16th of August* , Daun, who was intent upon saving 
Schweidnitz, thought he had found an dpportunity 
for destroying the detachment commanded by the 
puke of Beveni, which was placed in a separate 
position from the rest of the Pnissian arniy. Such 
an event would entirely have deranged Frederic-s 
plans for the campaign. Daun sent the Generals 
Lacy, Beck, O'DonneU, and St. Ignon with separate 
corps, to attack the Duke of Bevem on all sides at 
once. The duke received the onsets of these vari* 
bus enemies with skill and firmness; but their num- 
bers were so preponderating that he Was upon th^ 
point of giving way, when an unexpected reinforce- 
ment changed the face of affairs. Frederic, who 
had divined the intentions of Daun before they were 
executed, had sent the Prince of Wurtemberg with 
the whole of his cavalry to the assistance of the 
Duke of Bevem.! The Prince of Wurtembery fell 
upon the corps oi O'Donnell and put them to flight i 

* Arehenholx, Histoire de la Gaerre de Sept Am. 

t EsBai sur la Vto et le Refae de Frederic U^ |»r l*AbM OenfM. 

I Histoire de la Guerre de F>ept Ane, par Frederic II. 
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and the light 9Hill6iy of the Prussians cominf np at 
t&is moment, followed by Frederic in person at the 
head of a bo(^ of infipuitry, the. Auatrians were 
obliged on all sides, to retreat, and to return to their 
camps ; having lost 1200 men killed and wounded^ 
1500 prisoners, and seven standards. The loss of 
the Prussians amounted to 1010. killed and wounded* 
The next day the Austrian army retired to Glatx.* 

The action of Reichenbach, in fact, sealed the 
fate of Schweidnitz; for all communication being 
now cut off between the Austrian army and the 
fortress, tlje brave commander, Guasco, was at 
length obliged to capitulate. The siege lasted 
six^-four da^s, during which great skill was mani- 
fested both Mi the attack and defence. At length, 
a great powder-magazine was blown up, which Slao 
damaged a part of the fortifications. Upon this, 
preparations were made for a general assault ; but 
General Guasco did not wait for it. He demanded 
to capitulate' on tlie lOth of October; "and surren- 
dered himself, 318 officers, and 9000 men prisoners. 
The loss of the Austrians during the siege, in killed 
and wounded, amounted to 3500 men ; that of the 
Prussians to SOSO.f 

When General Guasco went, with his officers, to 
pa^ their respects to the King of Prussia, the latter 
said to them, '* Gentlemen, you have given a brilliant 
example for those who wish to defend forti^esses to 
imitate ; your defence has cost me altogether above 
8000 men." This calculation of Frederic of course 
included the skirmishes and engagements to which 
his anxiety to obtain possession of Schweidnitz had 
given rise.J 

As soon as this important conquest was achieved, 
the King of Prussia detached General Schmettau to 
the assistance of his brother Prince Henry in Saxony f 

* Mailer^ Tableaa det Guems de FVederlc to Grand 
t Archenholz, Bisloire d« la Gwrre de 8epC Ant 
; Art de ▼erifler lee Datoe 

Vol- XL— B 
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tmd he scnmi followed himself, leatinjg^ the Duke of 
Bererni to. protect' Silesia., To this commandei 
Laivdon was'-opposed;, and they sTIbrtly afterward 
eonduded an armistice together, while Da'im marched 
into Saxony. The army of the empire, now in 
Saxony, aha to which was added a considerable 
body of Austrian troops, was commanded by Ser* 
belloni and the Prince of Stolberg. They had com- 
pelled at one moment Prince Henry to retreat from 
Ikis camp at Freyberg ; but this success did not lonff 
remain to them. Prince Henry again advanced, and 
determined upon giving battle to the en^my.' He 
commenced, assisted by General Seidlitz, by driving 
before him the light troops of the Austrians. He 
then, soon after daybreak, attacked the Austro-im- 
perial armyinitslntrenchments. The action lasted 
kill two in the afternoon, when the artny of the allies 
gave way, and fled to the other side of the town Of 
Freyberg, which they abandoned, and even beyond 
the river Mulda. The Prussians lost, in the Imttle 
of Freyberg, 2400 killed and wounded ; on the sid» 
of the allies there were 3000 killed and wounded; 
4000 prisoners, twenty-eight . cannOns, and nine 
standaurds.* 

It is said that when Prince Henry of Prussia h?id 
drawn the enemy into the position which he thought 
most advisable for his attack upon him, he sent a 
courier to his brother to demand an immediate rein- 
forcement; to this the answer received was, that 
Frederic was advancing to his assistance in person. 
Whether Prince Henry was desirous of having the 
sole credit of the victory he expected to gain, or ffelt 
that if he delayed his attack the enemies might pos- 
sibly escape him, it is difficult to decide :' probably 
both feelings united may have operated upon him. 
But however this may be, certain it is that he imme- 
diately gave battle, and that Frederic, in consequencei* 

« Httller, TUdeaa dn GnerreB de Frederic le Grand 
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oidy ardved at FFeybei;g the day after the i>attle 
was gained. ThuB, to Prince Henry of Prussia was 
ex<;lusively due the honour of copdading the victo- 
ries of the seven years' war with an action of gteat 
gloiy, both to himself and to the Prussian arms.* 

Prince Albert of Saxony, who hid been sent for- 
ward by Daun with reinforcements to the army of 
the empire, also anrived loo late. The calumniators 
of Frederic have said that he viewed with eyes of 
envy his brother's victory ; but his own laurels were 
BO numerous and so glorious that it is difficult to 
conceive how such a feeling could have, entered his 
breast. And undonbtedly the enthusiastic prafse he 
^ves to thid victory, arid ^o the man who gained it, 
in his own history of t&e War, is totally at variance 
with suqfa % supposition. He was also accustomed 
to sayj when speaking of the actions of himself and 
his different generals during the seven years' war, 
" My brother Henry is the only one of us who never 
committed a fault."t 

The battle of Freyberg^ook place on the 29th of 
C)ctober; and from thi» mordent the speedy conclu- 
sion of the war became certain, while the continued 
advantages of the Prussian arms assisted in hasten- 
ing it. Prince Henry after his victory pushed for- 
ward, and drove, the army. Of the empire into Bohe- 
mia. He then detached General Kleist, with a con- 
siderable body of men, in further pursuit of it; who 
destroyed the great Austrian magazines at Saatz, and 
liiade mcurnons to the very ja^ates of Prague.:^ 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
bad been this year very successful. The hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick commenced it by taking the 
fortress of Arensberg, by which the communication 
of the French^ army with Cassel was cut off. This 
was followed by a victory obtained over the French 

* Towen*! Mienioin of Frederic m. 

t Biwi aur la Vie et le R^gne de Frederic It, par I'AbM DenlUk ^^ 

Z IfflUer, TftUeau dm Onerret de Frederic le Gfnnd. w 
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troops commanded by Soubise and d'Etrees at "WiL' 
helmstal by Prince Ferdinand, who drove them mider 
the walls/of Cassel, after 4000 of their men had been 
killed and many taken priscmers. The prince behaved 
with ^eat generosity to the French officersy who 
had lost all their bagg:age.* 

As the obtainingpossession of Cassel was the great 
object of Ferdinaiv], he next tamed his attention to 
cutting off the communication of that town with 
Frankfort. In order to effect this, he attacked the 
body of troops commanded by the Count tie Rocham- 
beau, put them to flight, and obtamed possession of 
the French magazines at Rottenburgh. Towards 
the end of July, he defeated a 'detachment com- 
manded by the Prince Xavier of Poland, ne^ Lut* 
temberg. The young Prince Frederic of Brunswick 
also obtained an advantage over a body of the ene- 
my at Kratzeuberge. These repeated discomfitures 
weakened the French army so much that the Prince 
of Cond6, who hkd the command of a separate corps 
in the district of the Lower Rhine, hastened to rein* 
force them. The hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
marched against tiim, and attacked him on the Ist 
of Septeml^r in his post at Johannisbei^g. At first, 
the French appeared to have the worst of it ; but the 
strong position they occupied, as well as the discour- 
agement in the. attacking arniy caused by a wound, 
received by the hereditary prince, enabled them at 
length to repulse the Hanoverians. The French 
armies after this united themselves, and took the 
castle of Arenenel^urg, on the river Ohme, after a 
long and drawn battle with the allies for the posses- 
sion of the bridge over that river. The campaien 
and the war concluded with the taking of Cassel by 
Prince Ferdinand, which was compelled to surrender 
from the want of provisions. This event took place 
two days before the preliminaries of pe^ce wex% 

• Anbenliote, Elatotie de Ui Guerif de Som Ant. 
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signed between England and France. Prfnee Ferdi- 
nand soon afterward took leave of his army, and thus 
concluded his brilliant military, career. 

The English calnnet, headed by Lord Bute, had 
^neanwhile tbtalfy deserted the interests of the Kii^g 
of Prussia ; and had, in conformity with these views, 
signed on the 3d. of November the preliminary arti- 
cles of a treaty of pe^ce With France^ and Spain, 
This peace, which certainly did not afford such ad- 
vantas^es to England as she had aright to expect 
frbm h^r previous successes during the war, gave 
occasion to Algarotti to say, that '* the Ejiglish made 
war like lions and peace like lambs." When the 
ministers of England were abandoning the interests 
of their own country, it was not to be supposed that 
they would attend to those of an ally. The King of 
Prussia^ complained, and with reason, of his aban- 
donment, and of the stipulations in the treaty, by 
which the French were allowed to keep possession 
of the dountries of Cleves and Guelders. Under 
these circumstances he became more than ever anx- 
ious to compel the ipaperial court to conclude the 
war. Austria was now deserted by Russia, Sweden, 
and France ; and the latter power was most anxious 
to mediate between the empress-queen and the King 
of Prussia. ' / 

The only allies, therefore, who remained to the 
empress-queen, for the. purposes of war, were the 
states of the empire, who \Vere already tired of the 
contest. In order to increase thMr anxiety for peace, 
Frederic sent General Kl^ist to lay waste their ter- 
ritories. The Prussians spread themselves through 
the whole circle of Franconia, seized upon Bamberg, 
levied heavy contributions upon Nuremberg, and 
spread alarm even as far as Ratisbon.t These acts 

* It WM obtenred with thith by VoUnire, that ** France, by her all^ 
•DM wkh Aiutrta. had laM to ate yaara more man and monar iban iL 
tiM ware aho had ever aoatalned a fai iil that power had eoar MK* 
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of Tiolence were accompanied by still more extensiye 
menaces. For the citizens of ' Katisbon having ap- 
plied to Barpn Plotho, the Prussian minister at the 
imperial diet, to reassure them, he informed them 
** That as aU his master's declarations to the states 
of the empire bad produced no effect, he was now 
resolved to employ more effectual means to compel 
them to recall their troops from the Austrian army, 
and was accordingly marching three different corps 
into the etnpire ; on^ of whidi had already entered 
Franconia, the second was taking the route of Swa- 
bia, and the third would pass through Bavaria; that 
they would everywhere conduct themselves accord* 
ing to the exigencies of war ; but as to the diet of the 
empire, he had orders to give assurances that it should 
not be in the least disturbed.^* 

These proceedings of the King of Prussia had the 
desired effect: the princes and stiutes of Germany 
agreed to sign a declaration of neutrality in order to 
deliver themselves from their invaders. The Aus- 
trians, thus left alone, were compelled, however un- 
willingly, to follow their example. An armistice 
was concluded at the end of November between 
them and the Prussians ; and the King of Prussia 
took up his winter-quarters at liCipsicf The armis- 
tice was followed by negotiations for peace, which 
the empress-queen was at length obliged, though 
very reluctantly, to look forward to in good earnest.^ 
Never was there a treaty of peace, ending so pro- 
tracted and relentless a war, negotiated and con- 
cluded with so little formality. The King of Prussia 
negotiated through the medium of the Baron Hertz- 
berg, under the title of secretary of legation ; and he 
conferred with two persons, the Sieui*s Gollei^ach 
and Fritsch, one of whom was appointed by Austria 
and the other by Saxony. These ineetings were 

* Tcmvn*B Menoira of Praderie in.~Botlck*i Hiatory of tte War. 
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very different from those of the numerous ambassa 
dors' and plenipotentiaries who had assembled to 
arrange the peace of Westphalia and that of Utrecht 
— ^but probably the very circumstance of the few 
persons who had to treat ^to^ether fsLcilitated and 
itastened the adjustment of the' different points in 
discussion.* 

The peace of Hubertsbourg, so called from having 
been concluded in the castle of that name, near Dres- 
den, was signed on the 15th of iPebruary, 1763. Upon 
this occasion Frederic wrote thus to his friend the 
Marquis d'Argens:-»-"The best thing I have now to 
tell you of, my dear marquis, is Uie peace ; and it is 
right that the good citizens and the public should 
rejoice at it. For me, poor old man that I am, I 
return to a town where I know nothing but the walls, 
where I find no longer any of my friends, where great 
and laborious duties await nve, and where I shsdl soon 
lay my old bones in an asylum which can neither 
be troubled by war, by calamities, nor by the wick- 
edness of men.'*t 

. By the peace of Hubertsbourg it was agreed that 
the King of Prussia should retain possession of Sile- 
sia, as well as of all other territories which belonged 
to him before the war. The Austrian court endeav- 
oured to except from this agreement the fortress and 
county of Glatz; but the firmness of Frederic obliged 
them at length to relinquish their pretensions to this 
territory. The other pK)wers were also put in pos- 
session of those countries which previously to the 
war belonged to them ; and all sides agreed to give 
up any claim to reparations or reimbursements foi 
what they had suffered or spent during the contest. 

In looking back to the course of the seven years* 
war, one of the most remarkable circumstances ob- 
servable in it is the financial state of the King of 
Pmssia; whose means of procuring resources of 

* EniitwlliVieelle]UgMd«Fnd«rieIL 
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mone^, as compared with tho9e of the otlier |[reat 
powers of Europe, were so .extremely limited. 
While the Austrian ifinauces were in a state of the 
greatest disorder, and the treasury empty, in spite 
of all the loac^s and all the taxes which it was found 
possible to levy having been had recourse to^-^while 
the distress and the scarcity of money was. still 
greater in France, — Frederic never appeared to ^fant 
the funds necessary for his various enterprises ; and 
this without having recourse to any loans, or having 
during the course of the whole war imposed any 
fresh taxes upon his own subjects.* The contribu- 
tions drawn irom Saxony, and the English subsidies, 
were, undoubtedly of great assistance to him; but 
these resources, without that admirable management 
upon money matters which he so eminently po»- 
sessed, would have fallen far short of his .wants and 
necessities ; especially when we consider ho^ much 
of his territories was devastated, and rendered inea^ 
pable of contributing in any way to the public trea* 
sury ; and that it has also been cadculated that tiie 
seven yeaprs' war cost the Prussian., monarch one 
trondred and fourteen million livres, or about four 
, millions five hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
sterling.! 

The contemporary a&d native historian of this wai; 
who was himself an eyewitness of the miseries he 
describes, gives the following account of the state 
of his country at this period : — *^ The sufferings of a 
great part of Germany during this war had been im- 
mense. Whole provinces had been laid wnste ; and 
even in those that were not, internal commerce and 
industry w^re almost at an 6nd; "and this, too, in 
spite of the vast sums which France, England, Rus- 
sia, and Sweden had scattered over them, either 
through their armies or by means of subsidies.^ Thess 
sums, it has been calculated, amounted to 500,000|j000 

« 
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crowns of the empire. A great part of Pomerania 
and Brandenburgh was changed into a desert. There 
.were provinces where hardly any men were to be 
found, and where the women were therefore obliged 
to guide the plough. In others women were as much 
wanting as men. At^very step af)peared large tracts 
of uncultivated country ; and the most fertile plains 
of Germany, on the banks of the Oder and the Wesel, 
presented only the arid and sterile appearance of the 
deserts of the Ohio and Oronooko. An officer has 
stated that he had passed through seven villages in 
the territory of Hesse, and had only met a single 
person, a curate."* 

Such were some of the better fruits of a war which» 
caused by feelings of ambition and vengeance^ was 
begun by the sovereigns who waged it with a reck- 
lessness #f consequences, and an ihdifference respect- 
ing the lives and property of their subjects, worthy 
of the most cruel ages of barbarism. ■ The struggle 
was protracted as long as the means of warfare re- 
mained to the helligerents ; and when total eisliaus- 
tion obliged them to conclude it, it was found that 
no sovereign bad gained or lost by it, save the enor- 
mous loss in blood and treasure, which had equally 
fallen on ^1. The vast alliance which had been 
formed at the beginning' of the war against the sova- 
reign of Prussia remained, however, with the shame 
of having been unable to vanquish a foe so inferior 
to them in stren^h and power; while the success 
of Frederic,- in resisting their vindictive attacks, has 
gained for him a reputation for wisdom, valour, and 
constancy, such as, considering all the circumstances 
of the case, it may fairly be said no other hero, of 
either ancient or modern times, has ever acquired. 

* ijpdienliaUe, ffiatoln de la Gvenre de Sept Ana. 
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The conclusion of the war enabled Frederic to 
return to his capital, from which he had been absent 
for more than six years. He arrived at Berlin on 
the 30th of March, 1763, and was reeeired with great 
rejoicings, which must have been, the more gratify, 
ing to him, as he was aware- they proceeded resdly 
from the hearts of his subjects.^ The illuminations 
and festivals of various kinds continued for several 
days ; and wherever he appeared, he was saluted 
with the affectionate cry of '* Long live our king and 
father !" These demonstrations of public joy and 
of reciprocal attachment between the monan^ and 

* TOwenTk Memoin of Fnderic m. 
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his people were no sooner concluded, than Frederic 
began to endeavour td deserve the endearing title, 
which iiis subjects had bestowed upon him, by 
adopting measures of various kinds, having for their 
object to repair the evils whi<^.h the late contest had 
inflicted upon his territories. 

With this view he remunerated the towns and dis- 
tricts which had suiiered the most by the ravages 
of the bostile armies, hoping by these, means to en- 
courage them to repair their ruined buildings ; while 
his donations, at the same time, afforded help to 
the impover^ht^ capitalists aiid merchants, and ex- 
cited them to farther exertions. In this distribution, 
Landshut received 200,000 crowns ; Strie^au, HalU 
and tlalberst^dt, 40,000 crowns apiece; Croa^en, 
34,000} Miaden, 20,000; and various others, smaller 
sumsi At the same time, he continued the great 
public works which have been already mentioned as 
in progresis before the war broke out; and com- 
menced others upon a still more extensive scale. 
Of these, the most remarkable was the great canal 
of Bromberg, uniting the rivers Vistula and Oder; 
which was, however, executed at a later period of 
hjs reign than the one we are now treating of; 
namely, alter his acquisition of the territories through 
which it passes, by. the partition of Poland. For 
these objects he is said to have laid out annually 
about j^00,000 steriing.* 

It is also calculated that, in the first ten years 
after the peace of Hubertsbourg, Frederic had estab- 
lished 2€4 new maauiactories ; in many of which 
the articles manufactured had never before been at- 
teAipted to be fabricated within the compass of the 
Prussian dominions.f He also founded a bank at 
Berlin,, part of the capital for the establishment of 
Which was furnished by himself.^ Pursuing the 

* Annual Register. 
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same beneAcial coursie of improrement. He iiiiro 
duced from other nations those branches of Indus 
try in which they excelled. Thus, the rural ecun 
omy and farming of England, and thi^ mode pursued 
in that country of enclosing and improving land, was 
adopted in his dominions. It was an £nghsh farmer 
who first undertook, at the request of the Prussian 
monarch, to render the sands of Brandonbdrgh avail- 
able for the purposes of agricidture. He planted 
them with turnips, leaving tiie crop to rot on the 
ground ; and thus obtained a sufficient quantity of 
vegetable mould on whfch to grow various kinds of 
grass. These experiments were first tried on the 
domains.of the erown, and were afterward extended 
to the estates of different proprietors.* 

His attention was also particularly turned to gain- 
ing the affections of his Silesi^n subjects, in which 
he was completely successful. From the nobles, 
to whom he lent and gave sums of money to extri-^ 
cate them from the pecuniary embarrassments in 
which they were involved, in \ consequence of the 
ravaging of their estates during the. war, down to 
the tradesmen in the towns, whose^ houses he re- 
built, and to the farmers and cultivators of tbe soil, 
whose industry he fostered and encouraged, aU 
adored him. Even the Catholic ' clerjB^y, whom he 
treated with kindness and consideration, ceased to 
be Austrian in their hearts, and became as good sub- 
jects to the Prussian sceptre as the inhabitants of 
Brandenburgh.f 

Among the first acts of the Kipg of Prussia, after 
the peace, was the restoration of the coinage, which, 
at an early period of the war, had been debased. 
This measure of Frederic — ^namely, the debasement 
of the coin, which can neither be defended for its 
honesty nor its utility — ^is one which,, at all times, 
has been a favourite resource of despotic sovereignsi 

*fittllM^Vtewordi«Seignom«adarle1l. tAM. 
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who see in it an easy way of enricfaingc themselves^ 
and do not either perceive or regard its pernicious 
consequences. As soon as Frederic, in the com* 
mencement of the war, had obtained possession of 
Saxony, he caused a vast deal of money to be coined 
in the mints of Dresden and Torgau, in which the 
alloy bore the proportion of two-thirds, and the pre* 
cious metal of one.* This fraudulent operation was 
conducted under the direction of a Jew merchant 
of Berlin, named Ephraim. At first the new money 
was received readily, and Frederic took advantage 
of this to call in as much of the good money then 
in circulation as he was able. By degrees, how- 
ever, the base coin fell into the discredit it deserved, 
but was still made use of in payments from the royal 
treasury, as if it had b^en of the purest kind. A/ler 
the peace was made, and a fresh coinage had been 
issued, the base coin was no longer received at the 
treasury, or by any of the royal collectors. This 
occasioned considerable losses Ho. the fortunes of 
individuals, inflicted, a severe wound on public 
credit, and greatly injured the trade and commerce 
of the Prussian dominions. The original proceed-* 
ing was highly reprehensible, and uie manner in 
which it was concluded was still more so.f 

Nor did the king, in the mean while, foiget the 
. merits and the claims of his victorious army. Those 
of his soldiers who had lost their health m his ser« 
vice were rewarded with situations of various kinds ; 
which, in some isases, though comfortable remunera* 
tions for the solcjliers themselves, were by no means 
suited to their habits or education. Thus Frederic 
frequently appointed these invalid warriors to be 
the postmasters in country towns ; and as in many 
instances they could neither read nor write, the in- 

* In eonwqufliiM of tb«M relative proportioiM, this money wat flunil 
tatar teraied, " Lee Tlera d« 8nze.>* 
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a(Mtt^^}e«idd to ibe pnblie wwoonBiderabte.* Wbea 
^mcrlaiintd were made to ¥Wd«rie upon tlus sulgecty 
he aiwayt answered^ ** Whatcn t dol I cannot let 
my oM eotnpaniom i» arms starve !" To others he 
gave the more ffpfwopriat^ present of gifts of kiAds, 
at the same time bestowing upon them some of the 
artiUery horses, to enable them to till them. Nor 
must the magnificent mifiisity hospital^ which he 
founded {|nd endowed at Berlitij be Iwgotten : nor 
the beautiful, yert temple inscription which he in* 
scribed upon it, ** Lsso sed invieto miUftiv^f 

At the same time that he was thus enjoying the 
blessings of peacey Frederic was not unmindful of the 
possibitity. of war^ He therefore comjp^tely re- 
cruited his regiments, and made up the coraplem^it 
of his army to d00,000men 9 which formidaUe force 
he continued ever afterward to maintain on foot;;}: 
In the moRlh of May the King of Prussia, having 
put in train the various arrangements which have 
been related, set out on a tour of personal inspection 
of part of his dominions* He passed through Pome- 
rania, Lower Saxqny, and Westphs^a, inquiring into 
the wishes, relieving the wants, and encouraging 
the industry of his people. During part of his 
journey he was accompanied by Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, with whom he visited the field of 
battle of Minden. Early in June ^e, went to Wesel, 
where he wad anxious to examine the state of the 
fortifications* From thence he proceeded to Ore* 
velt and Cleves, from thence to Hanover and Bruns- 
wick^ and so returned to Berlin.^ 

Soon after his return, he received a visit from the 
celebrated D^Alembert, who was now at the height 
of his reputation as a geometrician, and, what at 

» 
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that time was still more popular, as a philosopher. 
Frederic, who* in spite of the tr,ouble and anxiety 
which Voltaire had dVen him while at PotsdoLnQ, wao 
really piqued at his leavipg -.him, had always had s 
wish to show that he could replace his loss wiihoiKt 
difficulty, by calling ahout him other men eoually 
celebrated.^ Thus, upon the departure of Voltairss 
he had recalled to his court Baculard d^Amaud; and 
a still more pbscure individual, called the ChevaUer 
Masson, had been summpt^ed to It, of whose abilities 
Frederic had heard a high character* B^t be 8009 
found that the talents of Voltaire belonged to hJJ9 
alone.' Stm, however, the wi^h of replacaxig him 
appears to have continued ; and it is supposed to 
have been with this view that the King of Prussia 
invited D*Alembert to Berlin. No two persons^ 
their mutual want of religious belief alone excepted^ 
could be more different than Voltaire and D^Alem- 
bert ; but at all events the <;elebrity of the latter was 
Very great. Frc|deric also was anxious to find 4 
president for his academy, as that post had oon^ 
tinued vacant ever ^ince the death jof Maupertuis* 
When, therefore, D'Alembert arrived, the King of 
Prussia received him in the most flattering manner, 
lodged him in his palace, and made hini brilliant 
offers if he would attach himself to his oeryiee* 
Whether D'Alembert, like a true Frenchnjan, oould 
japt make up his mind to live at a distance from Pa* 
ris, or whether he preferred the preservation of his 
independence, is not ]j:nown; but he refused the 
pensions and honours offered to him hy Frederic, 
and, after a visit to that sovereign of three months, 
he returned to his own country. He continued, 
however, till his death to be one of his most regular 
and frequent correspondents.! 

The visit of D'Alembert to Berlin was followed 
by another of a very different kind* Mustapha the 

* EtMi tor la VlQ ef 1« Batne de Predvie H., par TAbM Ptnlnft. 
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Third, Emperor of the Turks, havmg heard of the 
lame of the King of Prussia, sent an ambassador to 
compliment him upon the glorious peace >vhich he 
had lately concluded. Achmet E^endi, such was 
the name of the ambassador, arrived at the court of 
Frederic early in the month of November. He was 
accompanied by a troop of janizaries, aiid a very 
numerous retinue ; and he brought witii him some 
fine horses, and various articles of eastern luxury 
and magnificence, as presents for the . king* Fred- 
eric received him with much splendour ; and at the 
public 9,udience ofceremon/he gave him, when the 
ambassador made' him his complimentary harangue, 
the dress of the king was so costly, that it is stated 
in a contemporary account, which, however, is hardly 
credible, that the diamonds worn on his coat and hat 
on that occasion were worth 500,000/. sterling!* 

On the 4th of Qctoberi 1763, died Augustus the 
Third, King of Poland, and Elector of Saxony. It 
had been the fate of this weak and unhappy prince 
to live through the miseries inflicted upon him and 
his countiy during the seven years' war, and to die 
just as a prospect of iuture tranquillity and happiness 
was dawning upon him.f His son, a deformed prince, 
succeeded him in his electorate ; but dying shortly 
after His father, the grandson:^ ^^ Augustus suc- 
ceeded ; who, being a minor* was not in a fit State 
to pretend to the kingdom of Poland. A wide field 
was thus opened to Uie intrigues of the sovereigns 
of Europe, in the election of the new King of Po- 
land ; and Frederic was by no means idle upon the 
occasion. The Poles, at least a powerful party 
among them, wished to place the. crown upon the 
head of Prince Henry of Prussia ; and with this view 
they sent the General Mokranowski« one of the most 

* Tower«*t Memoirs ofFredeitc lU.— Viede Frederic II. 
t GUlies^a View of the Rmcn of Frederic U. 
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ppwerftd ^d most respected men of the ifepmblu;^ on 
a niiission-to Birederic at Berlinr .BuUl](iffJsifiisd'om' of 
that mphacc^ was not to be blmdeM\t>T,0lfe danger- 
ous grandeur of the bait which was' ijSws ojTejred to 
him. p^e refused at once and pe^e^ci^^tt^y the prof- 
fered sp.vereignty, and would n^Vj^^r^^Mollcranow- 
ski even to see Prince Henry, ;;.' 

Russia >va§ the power, which lu^d"the gfreatest in- 
J9uenc,e injhe diet, and the Empre^$' {Catherine was 
aiixious tp j^rpri^ote to that thrope'the Count Stap- 
islas Poni^towski, who, havix^ first been ^er lover, 
and subsequently her fr^nd, would be siire^ she 
thought, to, he the devoted slav« of Russian inter- 
ests*. In order, however, to accomplish, this,' f^he 
required ai^; and as France' and Austria were ip 
close alliance together, and had their own vieiyq xe-^ 
specting t}ie election, the empress naturally, tume4 
to Prussia for assistance. Thj^ 'King of Pruaslay 
who was in want of iallies, and who remembered the 
imurlea done to lum during the war by the .enjinit^ 
91 Russia«was.as ready asthe empress to enter into 
an alliance ; and, in order to facilitate thisthe.dft 
rected his minister at Warsaw to co-operate witli 
those of Catherine ; at the same time that a body of 
his troops Covered round the frontiers of Poland,, as 4f 
ready to eiv^ effect to his negotiations. In Mx^ 
month of March, 1764, the treaty of Petersburg wa^ 
concluded between the courts of Russia and Prussia.; 
and in August of the same.3near, Stanislas Ponia- 
towskl was elected King of Poland.* 

After the election of Stanislas, Frederic wrote him 
letter of congratulation, which contains the follow-, 
Ing remarkable passage. The sentiments expressed 
in it would, however, have carried still greateij 
weight with them, had the election, as the letter 
V[oukifieem to t^dLe for granted, been a free and un- 
biassed one. 

* Balhicra, Hiatoire de I'Anarcia« d« laPttlognt. 
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** Your majesty must reflect, that as you enjoy a 
crown by election, and not by descent, the world 
will be more observant of your majesty's actions 
than of those of any other potentate in Europe ; and 
this is but reasonable. The latter being the mere ef- 
fect of consanguinity, no more is looked for (thbugh 
mucli more is to be wished) from a sovereign by de- 
scent th^ what .we are endowed with in common. 
But from a man exalted by the voice of his equals 
from a subject to a king, — from a man voluntarily 
elected to reign over those by whom he was chosen, 
■—every thing is expected that can possibly deserve 
and adorn a crown. Gratitude to his people is the 
first great duty of such a monarch { for to them 
alone (under Providence) he is indebted that he is 
one. A king who is so. by birth, if he. acts in a man- 
ner derogatory to his station, is a satire only on him- 
self ; but ah elected one, who behaves inconsistently 
with his dignity, reflects dishonour also on his sub 
jects. Your majesty, I am sure, will pardon thi.n 
warmth. It is the emision of ^ the sincerest regard: 
The amiable part of the picture is not so much a 
lesson of what you ought to be as a prophecy of 
what your majesty will be."* 

A contemporary historian concludes the narrative 
of the intrigues which raised to the throne of Po- 
land the young Poniatowski with the following just 
observations : — ^ The elevation of the Count Ponia- 
towski, though so detested by the Poles, was ap- 
plauded by the rest of Europe. The women living 
m great towns, although for the most part, they are 
occupied with their amours, or with the intrigues 
which have relation to them, determine,'at present, all 
public opinions. They saw, of course, with pleasure 
a woman who was but just herself placed upon a 
throne employ her power to give to her lover a^ 
kingdom bordering on her own empire. Thus what ' 

* Annnal Register. 
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was romantic in the circumstance caused the vio- 
lence and injustice of it to be forgotten.*^ 

The state of the royal family of Prussia at this^ 
period was such, that Frederic became anxious lest 
tlie male heirs of his race should be extinguished. 
As he observes himself, ** tbe succession rested on 
only four heads, — the Prince of Prussia, the Prince 
Henry his brother) the Prince Henry, brother of the 
king, and the Prince Ferdinand, who had then no 
male offspring.'* He therefore hastened to marry 
his nephew, Prince Fred.eric William (who, event- 
ually, succeeded'him on the throne), even before he 
had completed the age o^ twenty-one. 

Frederic Williapo was the eldest son of the unfor* 
tuiiate Prince Augustus William, the^next brother 
of Frederic, who died, as has been before related, 
in 1758. The selection of the Princess Elizabeth 
Christina Ulrica of Brunswick, as the wife of the 
young prince, was not a happy one. The off- 
spring of this marriage, which took place in July, 
1765, wa^ an only daughter, who eventually became 
the wife of Frederic Duke of York. The irregulari- 
ties of the*princes8, partly, perhaps, caused by those 
of her husband, occasioned a divorce in 1709. Fred- 
eric William remarried, in 1769, ^ith a nrincess of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, who became the motner of the 
present King of Prussia, and of other children.f 

The young Frederic WilHam had one brother and 
one sister. The sister, the Princess Frederica So- 
phia Wilhelmina, married the Prince of Orange in 
1767. TTie brother was the Prince Henry, who 
died of the small-pox in 1766, at the age of eighteeiL| 
The king was particularly attached to this prince, 
on whose rising talents and good qualities he dwelt 
with fond affection. His death was a grievous 
Uow to his royal uncle, who, upon this occasion^ 

* RallUere, Hlitoin 4e PAMichto do 1« FolflfMu 
t Vnduto n., M^noirM d« 1763 Juaqii'ft 17»L 
: I/Ait defwUtar iM Dates. 
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showed more deep feeling^ than he wm generally 
supposed to. be possessed o(. He had determined 
to consecrate to his memory a eulogy, which was 
afterward read at a meeting of the academy ; and, 
i^s was common to him upon such occasions, he sent 
for the professor Thiebault to copy ahd correct it. 
When Thiebault arrived, the king received him with 
a countenance of deep melanch(3y, but at the same 
time wit^ the air of a. man who was determined to 
master his feelings. In this he, to a' certain degree, 
^BUtfceeded while he detailed his reason for sending 
for him ; but 'when he attemj^ted to read the compo* 
sition to Thiebault, lus voice faltered. He had 
hardly got to the fourth page before his grief became 
ungovernable. He burst into a flood of tears, and 
covering his ^face with his hands, held out the manu« 
acript to Thiebault, without Jbeing able to utter a 
single word*. /*I took the papers,^ says that writer, 
**. contemplating with respect and a sort of consola- 
tion this great man, who thus proved himself as ac- 
qessible as the rest of mankind to ^flections the 
most touching and the most dear to human nature." 
After a pause, of some minutes Freoeric ejaculated 
with difficHilty, '* You understand what I wish you 
to do. Good night.^* And thus concluded this in- 
terview, so honourable to the heart pf Frederic; 
and, from which Thiebault came away with an in- 
qr^ased veneration for that monarch, bottomed uppn 
^is conviction of the sincerity of the^ feelings which 
he; had displayed, -and of his anxious wish, ha4 it 
been possible for him to have done so, to have con- 
cealed thenuf 

, The rest of the royal family at this time consisted 
9f. Prince Henry and Prince Ferdinand, the two 
brothers of Frederic, who had both been married for 

* Thl«b«ttll,'0i»«Tmln 4e Vlngt Am da S^ovr A Beriib. 

t Tliii anaedate, «a «rall aa aeTwal othera, prwraa tlM iiyuatiea •# 
Toltaira*a aatimata of FrederMfa eharaetar, wben ha aaid, whUa lai 
tfaiiMt a nuurhla tthla^ ** n raaaambla A catte labia, dor al pali.» 
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some time, but without any children. Of princesses, 
sisters of Frederic, but from their sex not included 
in the succession, there were then living, Philippina^ 
Charlotte, Duchess of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, 
Louisa Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, and the Princess 
Amelia, who has before been mentioned, when treat- 
ing of the adventures of Baron Trenck.* Of all 
these, hy far ^he most eminent was Prince Henry, 
whose name must undoubtedly ever stand high, 
both as a warrior and a man of abilities. The con- 
queror of Friedberg, of whom his heroic brother 
said that he was the only one of the Prussian com- 
manderd, ^ring the seven years* War, who had 
never committed a fault, must be allowed to have 
been a great general. And if his contemporaries 
may be trusted with regard to his acquirements and 
talents in other ways, he must evidently have been a 
prince who would of himself have rendered his house 
illustrious had hi»nierits not been thrown in some 
degree into the shade by the superior abilities of his 
elder brother. 

Thiebault, who had frequent opportunities during 
the twenty years he passed at Berlin of appreciating 
properly tne character of the two brothers, has thus 
contrSisted them with some ingenuity ; — ** The coun- 
tenances of both the king and Prince Henry were 
much marked, and very characteristic. But the 
king had a handsome head, which did not, however, 
prevent the expression of his face from being very 
narsh wh^n he chose it; while the prince, who 
was any ^ing but handsome, soon appeared very 
pleasing. No one evec* perhaps, had eyes more full 
of life and talent, or with an expression more pene- 
trating, and at the same time more agreeable, than 
the first, and yet they easily became terrible and 
overpowering* The second had eyes which almost 
«quintedy and at first sight appeared very stem ; and 

* AndSMal Bogral GciMiJogi«i.~I/Art de veriAer lea DttM 
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yet it was impossible to hear Uxa talk for ivi-o min- 
utes without (orgeitioii^ thij» defects The elder 
brother had a turn of mind whidi was easy and 
sparkling, fidlof sallies and epigrams^iiBturally turned 
to gayety and raillery; but penetrating, and if the 
expression may be permitted, propheMe» and pos- 
sessing that sort of ^nesse wfe^h ciicumvents 
others and partakes of 4&e charaeter of denseit.^ 
Prince Henry's understanding w:as of a serious kind, 
but without i^owness ; he was fond of discussion, 
but without pedantry ; seYere, bv^ without Oftalice ; 
delicate without falseness; true and just without 
harshness or solemnity; his finesse was ouly pru- 
dence, and was confined to the discovery ^i that of 
others, in order not to be oTerveached by them. 
Every man of observation wbuld have bsen en- 
chanted to approach and listto to the king occa- 
sionally, and would have admired him» Every man 
of honour and feeling would hjsve ^shed to pass 
his life wilii the {urince, and would have loved him. 
The former scattered his intellect in society with 
profusion; the latter never lailed to reuder it agree- 
able by th(9 most delicate attentions to others, and 
the most obhging civilities. Both of them were 
more than in8tructed,-<Hikey w«re learned ( both 
had equalfy the depth, the extent, and the fertility of 
genius. They have both executed great thiD^s in war 
and politics ; but ^ one performed them as if by 
inspiration, and the other with reflection and cialca- 
lation. Hence it has arisen, that the one committed 
many faults, but achieved many more great deeds; 
and that the other, having also done much, had no 
faults to re|Nroach himself with. . With regasd to 
their failingpB, the king might be reproach^ with 
having too little, and tie prince too muc^h confidence 
in others. As to discretion, the kiag sometimee told 
too much from passion ; the prinee was na^er iiw 
discreet, except about what concerned himself per« 
aonaliy s because the first was more natmnUy irri- 
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table, and the latter was only frank. Both were 
very proud on particular occasions^ — the king wheft 
he thought any one wae about tb be wanting in re* 
spect to him ; the prince when any one had actually 
been so. In military matters the king was boM by 
nature, and the prince from principle ; while, on tbd 
other hand, the former was 4i]dnlgen!t and kind by 
system, and the latter by nature."* 

Prince Henry of Prussia, with a character of so 
much independence^ was not likely always to bow 
with submission to a brother, whose wishes were 
frequently very despotic. They had, therefore, occa- 
sional coldnesses and quarrels, but these never lasted 
for any great length of time.f As^ however, their 
mode of life was diferent, they did not see mUch of 
one another. After the death of Frederic, his suc- 
cessor, Frederic William, always treated Prince 
Henry with respect and confidence j and he finally 
^ed, full of years and honours, in 1802, aged seventy** 
six.J 

Prince Ferdinand of Prussia, the young'est brother 
of Frederic, was a man greatly inferior m ability to 
his elder brothers. He, however, distingui^ed 
himself by bis bravery during the seven years' war; 
after the conclusion of which, he passed the rest of 
his long life in tranquillity, taking care of a consti-* 
'tutioh which, orighially weak, had been greatly in- 
jured by military fatigues. He died at great old 
age,. in I813.f His wife, a Princess of Brandelb* 
burgh Schweat, after many years of sterility, be- 
came the mother of several children.! 

» 

« Tbletenlt, fl^tenin da VIngt ktm de S^Jdtir * B«rUn. 

t In tbe " M^moires du Gomte Lavailette,^ racantiy publtahed, it it 
stated that Prince Henry Qf Prussia was accustomed, after bis brotber't 
death, )o abase htm and to disparage his talents. This, if tnie, is a de- 
aided Mvt Bpon both the cbaraoter and luderacdndinc of the piiiMe* 

1 M irabeaa, Histoire Secrete de la Cour de Berlin. 

i Biogrtphte tTniversede. 
. 1) Mirabeaa, in his " Histoire Secrete de la Conr da Berlin,** speaks 
thus of their parentage :— *' Le Comte SotHncttau, fentilhorame com 

Idaisant de la Prinoesse Ferdinand, est le p^re indabitAio dadaudt 

— " — , I* 
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The Duchess of Bru^iswick, the eldest surviving 
^ter of Frederic, was a viroman of sense and con- 
duct, fond of scientific studies, and possessed of 
mucl^ instruction. - Her sister, the Princess of Ba- 
reith, has notjeft us a very favoiurable description 
of her character ; in spite of which it would appear, 
tiiat she was much beloved by her royal brother, 
and by those who applroached her. Her next sister, 
Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, was also a woman of 
ability ; and who had shown both firmpess and feel- 
ing in the difficult situations in which she had been 
placed in Sweden.* The circumstances which are 
said to hav^ led to her being placed on that throne 
are somewhat curious. 

The object of the Swedish ambassador, who was 
sent to Berlin to negotiate a marriage with a prin- 
cess of the house of Prussia, was to <p)tain the hand 
Of the Princess Amelia for the Prince ot Swedea. 
That princess was strongly imbued with feelings of 
attachment for the' religious tenets in which she 
had been educated, which were those of the Cal- 
lanists. She regarded with horror the change from 
Calvinist to Lutheran, which would have been ne- 
cessary had she accepted the hand of the heir to 
the throne of Sweden. In this dilemma she opened 
her heart to her sister Ulrica, and demanded her 
advice to enable her to avoid the marriage* The 
Princess Ulrica, having first ascertained the fixed 
deterilunation of her sister never to consent to the 
condition of changing her religion, counselled her 
to make herself as disagreeable as she possibly could 
to the Swedish envoy; to show the greatest haugh- 
tiness when in his presence ; to treat him herself 
with contempt ; and to endeavour to appear as capri- 
cious and as domineering as possible. 

This conduct, which the Princess Amelia pursued, 
had the desired effect The Swede turned from her 

« M «mairai d« la MnsvTe de BmMi. 
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and began to observe the I^rincess Ulrica, whose 
conversation and manners presented the most 
studied contrast to those of her sister. At length, 
he demanded the hand of the Princess Ulrica for 
the Prince^ of Sweden. His offer was inimediatel}r 
accepted by Frederic, und with equal readiness by 
the princess herself. This acceptance on the part 
of Ulrica astonished and irritated AmeFia. She 
thought her sister had deceived her, and that she 
had given her the advice which she had acted upon^ 
in orfer'to secure for herself the station which had 
been destined for another. Though the Princess 
Ulrica seems -really to have acted with fairness in 
this transaction, her sister never forgave her ; and 
it was while smarting under the feelings of humilia^ 
tion and vexation at tne treachery which ihe thought 
had been practised upon her, that she lifst regarded 
Trenck with the eye of favour. ITer stette of mind 
rendered her peculiarly susceptible of feelings, to 
which she turned both for consolation* and ven- 
geance.* It was, as has been previously -mentioned, 
at one of the fStes for the marriage of the Princess 
Ulrica, that the intimacy between Trenck and the 
Princess Amelia coninienced, which ended so fktally 
for both. Upon Trenck it brought a long and most 
cruel imprisonment, and upon his royid mistress 
evils of a still more dreadful kind.f 

The Princess Amelia appears to have been en- 
dowed by nature With personal beauty, with abilities, 
and with tl\e gilt and the wish to please. Shortly 
after her separation from her lover, she became sud- 
denly and prematurely old and decrepid. Her beauty 
gave place to wrinkles ; she was almost blind ; her 
limbs were paraljrtic ; and her utterance became so 
much embarrassed, that it w^s with difficulty she 
coidd be understood; her head shook violently; and 
her legs could not support her body. Her mind also 

* Tbiebault, Swnrenira de Vingt Am d« MJoor i BBrtiB. 
t M^moirw deTndetie tkiaa 4» TKMk. 

Vol. IL— T 
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became as miich altered as her person.. Instead of 
being the life of .society, from the graces and ameni* 
ties of her disposition, -she became solitarjr in her 
habits, and bitter in her temper; always decrying 
others, and always rejoicing in the calamities which 
befell them. With regard to her bodily infirmities, 
she is supposed, by taking poiisonous drugs, and 
other means, to have inflicted l^em upon herself, in 
the perverseness of despair at her own sad fate. It 
is related, that her eyes being weak, her physician 
advised her to hold them ove^r the steam of a very 
powerful liquid, but to take especial care, at the same 
time, not- to approach the hquid to hef eyes. In« 
stead, of attending to these instructions, she rubbed 
her eyes violently with it ; and the consequence 
was,v that almost total blinSJness ensued, and that 
Aier eyes ever afterward had a most distorted ap- 
ipearance, and as. if they were actually starting out 
>of her head. She lived in this wretched* state for 
•many years, and died shortly after her brother Fred- 
eric ; who always showed her a much greater de- 
gree of attention and even of fondness than he was 
accustomed to bestow upon the rest of his family** 
The eventual successor of Frederic, the Prince 
Frederic William, was a man entirely different in all 
respects from his heroic uncle. . ]t could only have 
been in favour of his bravery, wbicKwas undoubted, 
that Frederic-who was in general ^o acute a judge of 
character,said of him, '* My nephew will recommence 
me.'^t Frederic William was idle, dissolute, low 
in his pleasures and habits, averse to stu^y, indulgent 
and lavish from mere ipdolence, narrow-minded and 
prejudiced, easily ^overaied, — in short, in all ways the 
very reverse of his predecessor on the throne.t It 
is true, that some of his faults and vices may nave 
•risen from the stern rule under which he lived ; foi 

• Thiebaalt, Souvenirs de Vingt An« de S^jonr A Berlin. 

t ** Mon nevea me recommencera.*' 

i Ifirabeaa, Hlatoire «ecf4te de la Conr de B«rUa. 
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Frederic was so jealdtis of his interfeifngr in any 
way with politics, and at the same time keOt him 
in so harsh a slarery, that the mere force or ennt^ 
may have assisted in driving him into the low de- 
bauchery with which his time was principally oc- 
eupied. His conduct- after he became sovereign of 
Prussia is too well known to reqjaire comment or 
remark upon it* 

During this year* the celebrated HelVetius paid a 
visit to Berlin. This author, who is now compara* 
lively forgotten, was then in the full Zenith of his 
notoriety, in consequence of the publication of his 
work, entitled ^ De FBsprit.'* ' This pernicious and 
affected book had been eondemned for its material- 
ism, by the pope, the Sorfoonne, and the Archbishop 
of Paris ; and nad been burnt by the common exe- 
cutioner, by order of the parliament of the latter, 
city. On the other hand, the philosophers cribd it 
ap beyond measure ; while the author was obliged 
himself to shrink from the storni, and to disavow, 
j;n more than one publication, tlie principles he had 
previously promulgated.t It is but justice to Fred- 
eric to say," that though he received the auttior 
with open arms, lodged him in his palace, and loaded 
kim with civilities, he was not an admirer of his 
book. In a letter to D^Alembert, at this tim^, h6 
•ays^ ^ We are' expecting M. Helvetius here : ao- 
oordmg to his booK, the most delightful day of our 
acquaintance will be the first ; but I hear he is infi- 
nitely superior to his work, which, though full of 
talent, has neither pe.rsuaded nor convinced me.**:!: 

The conversations of Frederic and Helvetius 
were not entirely occupied with literary subjects. 
The former remembered that the latter had been for 
thirteen years one of^ the farmers general of taxes in 

♦ 1765. 

t BiocmplUe UaiTerMUe.— E8ni.«ir la Vte«tltt ifafiieda FveiMi 
0.. parTAoM Denina. 
i OSttvrat puaibufDM de Fredoric n., Bol de PnuM. 
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France, in this capacity he discusised withbim this 
fiscal reg^laiions of his kingdom ; and it is from this 
time, that the commencement of the system for the 
better perception of taxes throughout the Prussian 
territories, which continued to be acted upon daring 
the remainder of Frederic's reign, is to be dated.* In 
pursuance of this plan, and, it is supposed by the advico 
of Helvetius,t the whole management of the. customs 
and excise, &c.i was placed in the hands of French- 
men, who were imported for this purpose.^. The 
king^s intention in this was, that the^ system, which 
was grounded npon that of France, should be con- 
ducted by persons who were already well acquainted 
with ita tarings and details, which was not the 
case witji his own subjects. He was awaare of the 
many errors and abuses which existed in the>()oAeQ- 
tion of taxes in F^rance; but he was of opii)tQn that 
he could correct these, and &nly take from thai 
country that portion of her administratioii whick 
was really .of a beneficial kind. ^ The importanioaor 
such number^ of foreigners, at iarge salaries, waa 
of course a veory unpopular nieasure among tha 
Prussians ; but Frederic disregarded the comj^amtft 
of his i^ubjects, ^nd persisted in his plan ;' whieh ap^ 
I>ear$, in spite of the abuse whieh has been at varioua 
timea lavis^d upon it, to have been, upon the whola^ 
crowned with success. This change in the sy^ni 
of the collection of the Prussian imposts took plaee 
in the year 17664 

* Easai tw U Vie «i la RegD»de Fredwk IL, par TAbW Denin*. 

t In one of hi« conTersations with thit kinf, HelTetiiui said to ^^»^L 
when apMUng of tbe many plans of Omdco ^Miioh bad been propMoa 
to Fiwforic, and which be had olfcrod to show to Holtetioa, *' It ia m^ 
Qooessary, sira, ibr ms to read theee projects, Id ordor to know and wfh 
preeiate tbem: all are reducible to one'iringle>ro|KMiiioir, which IS 
this : / re^uett your nu^ftHy to authorize nw to re* youroiijeelm ^ « 
certain sum^ m conoideration of which you shall have apart ef iij^ 

i Tbiebanlt, SooTenirs de Vinxt Ana de S^Jour i BerUn.^Eheai aw 
la Vie et le Begne de Frederic if, par TAbbe Denina.— Vie de FNderia 
B.r->n» U Monsnhia Piuaaieime aoua Fiadsite to Qfand, par Minb^ 
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CHAPTER IL 

The King of Pnutla's Utcnury Pursaits->Be beeomet aogpalnted wiA 
«Niie German Wrftera—Difltorbanees at NenfeMtel— Terriloriei of 
Bareith and Anapacb— Meeting df the Emperor and King ef Pronla 
al Neiaae— Negeliations— They oieet again at Neuatadt— The Prinee 
De Lione'e Aeeoont of this Event, and of the Conversationa ef Fred- 
erie— FraJerie's Troopa enter tiie Terrileiy of Daatalc— State of tht 
Liberty of the Free* in Phia8ia->Scaicity of 177»— Frederie'a Ooii- 
dnet to the Jeaiiita. > 

Havino, ill tK^ preceding psiges, given an account 
of the visits to Beiiinof D'Alembert and Helvetiusy 
it maiy not be inappropriate here to allude shortl^r to 
the King of Prussia's literary pursuits at this period 
of his life. His Memoirs of the House of Branden-^ 
burgh had been written and publis^d^ in the year 
1746. It was also about the same time that he 
wrote his poem upon " The Art of War" (L'Art d« 
la Guerre), which is incontestably his best poetical 
work, llie Art of War cqntains many fine lines, 
and some striking passages ; biit it does not possess 
that degree of excellence throughout which is ne- 
cessary to ensure permanent populaHty to « long 
poem^ upon the characters of generals and the de- 
tails of military tactics. Those who read it gfbne- 
rally do so more from cariosity to see what has been 
written by so celebrated a sovereign as the anthor, 
than from the reputed merits of the work itself.* 

During the same part of his life were written all 
the leaser pieces of poetry, consisting principally of 
odes and epistles, as well as other smaller works of 
the King of Prussia, which were published at Berlin 
in 1700, under the title of " CEuvres melees du Phi- 
losophe de Sans Souci.^f Surreptitious editions of 

-^ BCemoire Hiatoriqna de. l»deniitee Aiui6^ de la Vie de Ftederic U^ 
Mr te Comte Herzberg. 
. ^SMiiifarUViefltleIlegnedeFretetoIL,ptfrAhb«Deiil«k 
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some^ of these poems had already appeared in Hol- 
land, at Lyons, and in other places; and it was 
partly in order to correct the errors whlph had' crept 
into these, and partly to exclude various passages 
which might be dispreasing td the sovereighs of Eu- 
rope and their .mi9isters„ that |i're4eric consented ta 
the publication of l^em in a collected ahd ai^theutic 
ferm.* 

Aa has been before mentioned, no sooner was the 
peace of Hubertsbourg concluded than .Frederic 
Deg^his History of th> Seven Years' War; which 
was in some degree a continuation of his former 
historical work, relating to the two war%of 3iiesia, 
which he had entitled ^ Histoire de mon Temps.'*. 
tVlien this was completed, he. commenced the work 
which i$ entitled, ^M4n»oires de]^uis la Paix de ]flu- 
bertsbourg,, 176^ jusqu'a la fin du Partake de ht 
Polpgne, li7^)jL and this was followed by his His* 
iory of tl^, wfr of Bohemia in 1778, which waa 
written towards the end .of his hfe, and which con- 
cluded! the series of his historical works, relating 
tQ his own caxeei, sod to the state^;)^ Europe during 
his reign. 

Theses volumes offer much to interest and to in- 
sto^ct the, loversf of the history of modern Europe, 
and the admirers of the her,o who wrote them ; but. . 
they mre, perhaps, none of them equal in merit, eithei 
of composition or of amusement, to the earliest his- 
tories written by Frederic, namely, his M&noirs of 
the Soute of BrandefUmrgh^ The style of this lattei 
wroik is terse and concise ; ^whereas m all the others 
the infinite details of military movements and civil ne- 
gotiations, of which at present the result is almosi.' 
all that is important, are spun out to such length, 
that the interest, of ti^e nari'ative is overwhelmed by. 
them. A wish also to be fair even to his enemiea,-T- 
a merit which is indeed most remarkable throughout 

• Towera^ Monoira of Fradeiie nt-^TUebtolt, SaaTeoin d» VlAglL 
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ftnese ▼olumes, has led th^ King of Protma into toa 
general a habit of pratstag those he mentions, — ar 
mult which cettainly was not one of his general' 
chatracter. •■ 

. la the maturer ftertod of hie. life^ which we aro 
now treating of, Firecleric ebmpesed disaertatioHA 
and essays.on Tarious subjec^tSt^ well as eulogies^ 
which were called for hy the death of friends and 
relations. All of these he was accustomed to harei 
read at the meetings of hie academy; and Thie^ 
baiilt was. generally the person who was selected^ 
first to coirec.ty and afterward to read them.* 

Nor was the study of poetry forgotten* The love 
of writing verses was his earliest passion, and did; 
not leave him until he descended into the toroh*. 
As he expressed himself, whenspeakingupon the sub* 
ject, ^* For me,'making verses is my greatest pleasure; 
it is a real enjoyment, an^ a perfect and delightful 
relaxation : other studies, in comparison of this one, 
are only labours.'^f He still oontinued, and this taste 
alao remained the same during his whole life, his 
exclusive admiration of French literature. It is 
true tliat, during the seven> years' war, while he 
was passing th^ winter t^ 1760 at Leipsic, he made 
aequaintance with some of the most eminent hterary 
men oC €rermany, who resided in that city.:^ Among 
these was Gootsche^, Winckler., and. Gellert. A 
conversation of the king with the latter has been 
published,' in the concae of which Gellert recited to 
Frederic a fable of. his own composition, which the 
monarch praised at the moment; but it does not ap« 
pear, that he was in consequence led to a more wiu- 
mg or frequent study of German literature.^ We 
are informed, indeed, upon the authority of the pre* 
seoj^ll patriarch, not oiUyx)f German literature, bvt 

* E«8ai sar la Vie et le Regne de Frederic H., par TAbM Denina 
' Thiebanlt, souvenim de Vingt Ana de BAyinr A Berlin, 
vie dtt Frederie TI. 
I Banal ^ur It Vli ft la S«ine 40 Frad«(lo H., par l'AI>b^]>aBina. 
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of that of Europe, that, the only German poet, or 
indeed Vhter, mose works were liked by FrederiCt 
was Cfmitz,* 

It appears, from one of his letters to D^Alembert, 
that the King of Prussia, for a moment at least, had 
become tired and disgusted with French literature, 
and had even had thoughts of turning to that of other 
countries; but if these' ideas ever seriously crossed 
his mind, he certainly never put them in practice. 
** For this time, my dear D^Alembert, I cahnot but 
^hink myself fortunate ; and, if you have a regard 
for m9, you will be happy that I have escfaped dying. 
Thts gout has made fourteen violent attempts against 
me, and it required great patience and strength to 
resist so many attacks. At length I am restored to 
myself, to my people, to my friends, and to my stu- 
dies. But I must tell 3FOU; that the mass of trashf 
you have sent me has absolutely disgusted me with 
reading. I am old, and frivolities no. longer amuse 
me. I like what is solid ; and if I could become 
young again, I think I should make a divorce from 
the French, in order to place myself on the side of 
the English and the Germans. I hav^ lived, my 
dear D^Aleniibert, to see many strange things : I have 
lived long enough to see the pope^s soldiers wear my 
uniform, the Jesuits choose me for their general, and 
Voltaire write like an old woman. I have but little 
to tell yoq. In your quality of philosopher, I know 
you do not trouble yourself with polities ; and my 
academy is too stupid to furnish vou with any thing 
interesting. I have just declared a new war against 
lawsuits ; and I should be more vain than Perseus 
if, at the end of my career, I could succeed in de- 
^r^ng this monster with a hundred heads.^ 
Tlie years 1767 and 1768 were principally occo- 

* M^moirM de GoAIm. 

iNew publieationa (torn Paris. 
CBvmt potHirmm d* WnAvic IL, Boi dt 
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pied by Freidfiric in intern^ improvepients, and visits 
to his different provinces, for tlie purpose bi inspect- 
ing personally into theirwauits and capabilities. In 
the latter year, tlie tranquillity of that distant pait 
of his dominions, the canton, of Neufchltel, was 
disturbed. The inhabitants of this small territorr 
(who had been subjects of the< house of Brandenburgh 
even since the death* of Mary of Orleans Longne* 
viUe, widow of Henry of Savoy, Duke of Nemoun) 
had always enjoyed the privilege of halving the in* 
considerable taxes th^y paid to their sovereign col* 
lected by tax-gatherers who were natives ol their 
own country. When the King of Prussia estaUiehed 
the new system of finance through his dominions, thi 
taxes of Neufch4te} were farmed out to the highest 
bidders ; and these highest bidders happened to be for* 
eigners. The inhabitants of the canton resisted this 
innovation as an encroachment upon their ancieol 
privileges. The cause was refeited to the great 
council of Benie, the tribunal U> whieh was atthb* 
ttted the function of deciding ,any diflfereqces that 
might arise between the people of Neufbh&tel and 
their sovereign^ The council of Berne decided in 
favour of the Kinff of Prussia ; whiqh sq ineensed 
the people of Neufchitel, that they nuardered, witit 
circumstances of tumult and great violence, theit 
fellow-countryman Gaudot, who, in his capacity of 
the king's advocate-general, had pleaded his sove* 
reign's cause before the Bernese council* The king 
endeavoured to obtain justice on the murderers; but 
the judges, who were natives of Neufohfttel, acquitted 
them; and Frederic, who did not think it worth 
while to send an army across Germany to chastise 
this handful of rebellious subjects, finally left the 
decision of all their differences «to the republic of 
Berne.'l' 
In 1709^. the Margrave of Bareith died without mate 

* In 1707. 

t SMai lar la Vie et to B«sim d« Fredodfi n. par rAbb4 Danlaa. 
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heirs. As tliis^eTent had been for some time fore- 
seen, and ^s there was also every probability that 
the margraviate of Anspach would share the same 
fate, Frederic had already taken measures for re- 
oniting them both to the <;rown of Prussia. The 
last time they had been severed from the other ter« 
ritories belonging to the head of the house of Brao- 
denburgh was at the commencement of the seven- 
teenth century, when the Elector John George had 
given Bareith to his second son, and Anspach to 
is third. Frederic and his next brother, Augustus 
William, had entered, in the year 1752, into a family 
convention with the two margraves. By this the 
king and prince guarantied the union of the two 
margraviates under one sovereign, in case either of 
them died without male issue. This cojicession Was 
made by them upon condition that, if the male line 
of both the margraves should extinguish, their joint 
territories should forthwith revert to the Prussian 
sovereign. This event took pl^ce early in the pre- 
sent century,* when the territories in question be- 
came the property of the < King of Prussia. In the 
changes which have since taken place in the divisions 
of Europe, Bareith, as well as Anspach, has fallen 
to the share of the King of Bavaria. 

It was during this year that the Kin^ of Prussia, 
being at Neisse in Silesia, received a visit from the 
Emperor Joseph the Second. The latter sovereign, 
who had a great admiration for celebrity of all kinds, 
had been long anxious to meet the great enemy of 
his house ; but had been dissuaded from such a step, 
upon different occasions, by his mother, the Empress 
Maria Theresa.f At length he succeeded in grati* 
fying his curiosity ; and on the 25th of August the 
two sovereigns met.{ Frederic says, that it waa 
the fears of the courts of Berlin and Vienna, at the 
raccesses of the Russians over the Turks, that occa- 

* 1809. t Vie de Frederic II. 

4 Towen'a Memoin of Frederic IIL 
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sioned thi^ interview; and he also informB us» that 
upon this occasion, he and the emperor signed an 
. act binding themselves to preserve the neutrality of 
Germany^ in case of a war between England and 
France. He then gives the following sketch of the 
emperor :-r-" The emperor wished to preserve k strict 
incognito, and had therefore taken the name ofX)ount 
de Falkenstein ; and it, wa3 thought that the real 
way to do him honour y[XLS to conform in every 
thing to his wishes. This young prince affected a 
frankness which seemed natural to him ; his amiable 
and agreeable character, showed itself in a gayety 
united with much. liveliness; but with the desire to 
learn he had not the. patience to instruct himself; 
which, however, did not prevent a real friendship and 
esteem from, springing up between the two mon>* 
archs."* 

Frederic was probably not sorry to become per- 
sonally acquainted with the character of the young 
emperor; — upon the principle which dictated. the 
answer he is said to have made to some one, who 
expressed surprise at 4;he' number of portraits of the 
emperor in the apartments at the Sans Souci,— -** He 
is a young man,** said the king, '* whom one should 
never lose sight of."t 

The king received the emperor on the staircase 
of the episcopal palacemt Neisse. When they met, 
the emperor said, "At length my wishes are accom- 
plished ;" and Frederic replied, ** This day is one of 
the brightest in my whole life." At first, Frederic 
insisted Upon the emperor's going before him ; and 
after some contest on the staircase, the emperor 
yielded, saying, at the same time, with much grace, 
*• Oh, sire,Jf you begin lo manoeuvre, I must yield 
to you, and go wherever you wish me." Afterward, 
at the emperor's earnest entreaty, all ceremonial 
of this kind was banished, and nothing but military 

* H^moires depnia 1768 Juaqn'A 1775, par Frederie n. 

t ** Cast on jeane boaune, qa'U ne Aat pas perdre de Tua." 
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rank wm observed ; in consequence of wfitch frei- 
eric had th^ precedence as the oldest generak The 
emperor dined with Frederic, and passed the morning 
with him inspecting his troops. After two days 
thus employed, the emperor returned to hiscamp'at 
Kolin,. and the king went to Breslan. 

During the following year, Frederic returned the 
emperor's visit, who was at the time encamped at 
«N«ustadt,1n Moravia; where the King of Prussia 
arrived on the 3d of September. It wats upon this 
occasion that Joseph was accompanied by the Prince 
de Ligne,* who has left so amusing an account of 
•the royal interviews.' The imperial minister. Prince 
Kaunitz, was also in the emperor's train, and had 
long conversations with the King of Prussia ; with 
a view of endeavouring to induce him to side with 
Austria against the increasing , power of Russia. 
Frederic saysi "Kaunitz detail^, with great em- 
phasis, the system of policy of his court, which he 
represented as a political cW-rf'^wure, of which he 
was himself the author. "t He does not, however, 
appear to have persuaded the monarch of thid fact, or 
of the soundness of his peculiar views, at present. 
The king adds, with regard to the emperor, that he 

* Charles Josepb Prince- d&Ligoe, the head of an.ancietit and Ulttt* 
trioa« fliniUy in the Low Cbnntriea, wis born at Braasels 1a 17S5. AM 
a military man, he eariy dfotinguiabed himself by his bravery ; but it la 
tn his literary and conversational talents tbi^ be owes Ma celebrity. 
He appears to have been, by the common testimony of all who Icnew 
him, one of the most lively and agreeable men of his time; and amAng 
his voluminons writings, Air neariy forty volumes of them are pab* 
lished, are many written with a lightness and a grace which mnst en. 
sure to them a long popularity. Sucb are his Namiive of the Journey 
of the Empr^ Catharine threugh theSoutbem Parts ef her DmniiyloiM, 
comprised In a Series of Letters to theMarquiae de CoigBy ; his Acoeont 
of his Two Visits to Frederic the Great; and a work, supposed to have 
proceeded fVom his pen, entitled '* Vie du Prince EtigeQe.etirita par Itil- 
ml^me." The prince died in December, 1814, at Vienna, while the con- 
gress was assembled there. A few days before his death, he said, in 
allnaion to the flhea which were taking place, ** Le oongrds danse ; B IM 
marehe pas. Hs aiment lea spectacles ; eh bien ! Je leur en reserve on 
gaol, ec tout neuf pour enx, . . . c'est renterrement d*Qn Md-mreehal f 

t M^molfM de 1798 Jusqu'A 177ft, par Itederie H 
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towiA bb chAraeter the ^me, ths^ he, hnii jti^d-h 
to be, upon the occasion of their former meeting. 
. It appeal^ Uiat Frederic still jpersisted', to the 

SeaJt annoyRDce of the emperor, m pressing upon 
m the honours of precedency. To show himsell^ 
Bays the Prince de Lig¥ie,a well-discipUned elector, 
be insisted iipon holding the emperor^s bridle when 
be got on horseback, and then placing his foot in the 
stirrup^ The emperor, on the .other hand, though 
less ceremonious than the king, shoj^ed the latter 

Seat deference and respect, and suoh as was natural 
r a young prince to* exhibit to an old king, and a 
young soldier to one of the greatest generals. The 
conversations of the two motiarchs comprised aH 
topics, even that Of politics. At most of them 
the Prince de Ligne ws» present : and his remark is, 
that the emperor was much more at his eafte with 
the king than the latter was with him. ' ^' One saw,^ 
be adds, *^.that Frederic the Second liked Josepli the 
Second, but that the preponderahoe of the empire-, 
nad the neighbourhood of Bohemia to SUesia, 
ai^ested the feelings which the kingf would otbeiv 
W186 have felt for the emperor." 

At one of these conversations the subject tmder 
discussion .was, the course of bfe the most to be 
washed for* if the choice were in oat own power. The 
Prince de ligne's opinion, was asked by the two 
sovereigns. *' I told them, that I should like to be 
a» pretty woman till thirty ; then, a very fortunate 
aad able general of an army till -sixty ; and then, not 
k^owi^ exactly what to add, a cardinal till eighty; 
The king, who likes to laugh at the sacred coUege; 
began to joke about them ; and the emperor joined 
in this very h^artily. This supper was one of the 
gayest and most ^eeable I ever witnessed. The 
emperor and king were without pretension and with* 
out reserve, which was not the case entirely the 
other days they were together; and the agreeable- 
iieaa.of two men, so superior in tbemselvest and ofteir 

Vol- II — U 
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so moph surprised to find themselt^s together, was 
the most delightful thing possible.'* 

The Printie de Li^ne had also several interviews 
tiSte-k-t^tQ with Frederic. Atone of these, the lattef 
passed in i^view the characters of the Austrian gen^ 
erals r and it is pleasing to find him doing fuU Justice 
to men who had been so long his fonvidable oppo- 
nents. He first bestowed great pv^se upon Lacy 
and Laudon, aad then mentioned Marshal Daun. '* I 
told him,*' said the prince, *' that I thought he would 
have been considered a 'great general, if he had been 
only opposed to the French ; but that, having to make 
head against Aim, he had not been able to show him- 
self to the best advantage, because he always saw 
him with the thunder Jn his hand, like Jupiter, anni* 
hilating his army. This remark appeared to give 
him pleasure. • He testified much esteem for Marshal 
Daun, and then praised General Br^ntano; I asked 
him the reason for the praises with which I heard 
he had mentioned Greneral Beck. ' I thought he was 
a man of merit.' — * Sire, I do not think so ; he never 
did you much harm.' — ^ He sometimes took my con- 
voys.'-^* And he allowed your generals to escape.' 
— ' I never beat him.'-—' He never approached near 
enough, sire, for that ; and I always thought, that your 
majesty only appeared to have a high opinion of 4iim« 
in order that confidence might be reposed in him, 
and that he might have larger bodies of troops in* 
trusted to him, which your majesty could have taken 
advantage of.' — * Do you ,knoW who taught me the 
little I know in military matters f Ymvc old Marshal 
Traun ; that was a man, indeed.' - 

"The conversation afterward turned upon the 
French, their literature, and Louis the Fourteenth* 
' That was the patriarch of kings,' said Frederic. — 
' A King of France is always,** observed th|5 prince, 
* the patriarch of men of literature.' — * Ah,' said the 
king, ' that is a bad lot ; they are. the worst of all 
people to govern. It is better to be the patriarch 
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of the Greeks^ lilfce ifty sister the Empress of Russia. 
That brings and will Wing her in a good deal more* 
That is, indeed, a religion which comprehends so 
many countries, 'and such Various nations. For our 
poor Lutherans, they are so few in. number that it 
18 not worth while to be their patriarch.* — * Never- 
theless, sire, if the Calvinists and aU the other sects 
were united to them,it would be rather a good post.* 
The kiog^seemed to be excited by this idea, and his 
eyes became animated. This, however^ did not 
last when I said to him, •* If the emperor was the 

gatriaf ch of the Catholics, that also would be no 
ad place.' — * Very well,* said he, smiling, * thi^re is 
EuroptB divided between three patriarchs. But I was 
wrong to have commenced this subject; you see 
where it leads us to. It seems to me -that our 
dreaitis are not like those of an honest man, to use 
the expression of the regent. If Louis the Four* 
teenth were living, he would be obliged to us.* All 
these patriarchal ideas, possible or impossible to 
realize, gave him for a mon>ent a thoughtful air, 
and almost put him out of humour.** The prince 
then gave the king a very entertaining character of 
the then Prince of Conti ; and adds, ** This portrait 
aeemed to amuse the king. It was necessary to 
captivate him by some interesting or remarkable 
anecdote, otherwise he escaped" from you, and did 
not give you any opportunity of putting in a word.** 
Upon another occasion, th^ sufferings inflicted by 
the late war were mentioned. ** * I beg your pardon,* 
said Frederic, * for havii^ so often tormented you. 
I am also ^rry ibr all that happened on the score 
of humanity. But what an admirable war it was 
for apprentice warriors ! I alone committed enough 
faults to teach your younger men to become much 
better geherab than I am. — ^By-the-way, how I ad- 
mire your grenadiers ! how well they defiled before 
me yesterday ! If the god Mars wished to raise a 
guwd for his person, I would counsel him to take 



tfaem at unce wiifaout any selecticm. Do yon know 
I was also much pleased witbihe emperor yesterday 
at supper 1 Did you hear what he said' to me aboal 
the Uberty of the press and freedom of conscience! 
He will be very different from all bis . g^ood • ances* 
tors.'-^*! am sure, 'sire>-. that he is' without preju- 
dicea, and that your majesty has been a 8ouK>e oC 
great instruetion io. him/-^ He showed his aiss^ 
probation yesterday with great 'delicacy of the 
ridiculous regulations respecting pubiieatipns «t 
Viennat and the too great attachinent of his motheri 
though without naming her, to certain points-yrhieh 
only cause hypocrites.' But, apropos of that, the 
empress must detest ydtiTr^'Not at all, sirei oB 
the contrary, she sometimes scolds me- for in^r 
Errors, but quite maternally. She pities me, and is . 
sui^e I shall eventually change; and the other diiy 
she said to me, ^'Ido.jiot know how ybu manage, 
for you are the intimate friend of Father Griffet; 
the Bishop of Neustadt always 'speaks weU of yoo^ 
^d .80 does the Archbishop of Mechlin; suid ^ren 
the cardinal likes you !" ' " 

On one of the days the two sovereigns passed 
together. Marshal Laudo% who dined with them, 
Ifms not arrived when they sat down U^ tabte. Thi* 
gave the king occasion tO'say, " This is contrary- 19 
his usual custom ;' formerly, he often arrived befoi» 
me. Pray let him sit here near me. I had alwaya 
rather have him on my side thaa opposite to me.** 
After dinner he desired the Prince de ligne to poiilt 
out to him. the principal officers presenWand espe* 
cially those who had served under Marshal Tr]i|un» 
^ * For,' s^dd he, * as I believe. I before told you, he 
was my master; he consected «e>for the faults I 
committed/ — 'Your majesty was very ungratefiil* 
then, for you never recompensed him forhis lessoofl.. 
In order to have done so, you riiould at least hav« 
allowed yourself to be beaiten by him, and I do not 
lemember that that was over tb^ case*^-^ i mnmt 



1770.] UTB &r VRCDBRn? n. 988 

was be^icen, because I did' hot fight. It is thus that 
sometimes the greatest generals have carried on a 
war : for instance; the two campaigns of 1674 aiid 
1675 of T>6 Montecuouli and M. de Turenne along 
the Renchen. There was no great difference he- 
ftween Traun and the first ; hut how great a one Just 
heaven ! between the second and me !* ' 

**I pointed out to hiftithe Count d'Althan, who 
had been adjutant-general, and the Count Pellegrini. 
He asked me twice ^where they were, and then 
begged me t6 excuse hini, for he was so shorU 
si^^d. * And yet, sire, during war, it seems to me 
your sight was not only Very good, hut very ex* 
tended.* — ^* Ah,' replied he^ *that was not me, that 
was my glass.* — * Oh, sire, what would I, give to get 
such a one ! but I fear that it Would no more suit 
my eyes than the sword of Scanderbeg would my 
mrm.^ He went on, asking the names of various 
persons^: and I told him those of different youn; 
prinpes, who had just entered the service, an^some 
of whom promised well. *That may be,* said he; 
*but I believe, in the empire, it is necessary to cross 
tlie races. . For me, 1 like the offspring of love, 
anoh as Marshal Saxe and my Anhalt ;* though I 
am aftaid, poor fellow, since the fall he has had oq 
his head, it is not.quite in such good order as it was 
before, — a circumstance I should be much grieved 

* Tlie Gcnoid d*Aiitailt was, aceordlng to BOrabean, tbec ton of a 
eook-m^id and et a boat of fluharo C*il esfr n^ d'nna cniaUiMra «t d'nna 
ftnile de p^rea"). Tbe aame autbortty ataioa tbat be waa llrat a groom, 
tben a aipuggler, ajid tben a spy. Thiebault gives the following ac- 
aopot of him ^~'* He arrived, for a time, at a great degree at power in 
kis quality of adjutant-general to Prederie the Great. I do not know 
WW be got tbe name be bore, or when and how he entered tbe armv; 
bm be certainly waa a man who poaaeaaed In a singular degree the 
qvalitiee and the geniiw proper lo distinguish himself hi It. His son- 
caption was happy and rapid, and bia necution atill more ao. A fiiU 
from his horse, in whieb he waa ao aeverely wounded in the head that 
trepanning beeame naeeaaa^, and wbioh caused ocaasiooany an aliem- 
tion of mind, prevent^ bia betog any longer employed.'* He tppaara t» 
baira shown great Infrallcoda to the memory oTUfl Borarrign and b«il»- 
aftvbteteth: 

iJ9 
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HoXf both (br lumself and for'ive, for he U a man M 
of talent/ I own 1 am glad to have remembeved 
ibis, beeaiise I have heard foolish 'and maliiious 
(>epple aiccuse the King of Pruaaia of inaensibilits^^ 
and say that he had not appeared at all touehed bf 
tbQ accident of the man hie seemed to love the best 
He would have been indeed but too fortunate if the^ 
had only said that of him, and not also charged him 
with being jealous of the merit of Schwerin and 
Keith, and delighted when he had got them killed* 
Thus it is that persons of mediocrity strive to lowet 
great men, in order .to diminish the vast space by 
which they are separated from them." 

The two sovereigns reviewed the imperial troops 
stationed at Nsust^t together ; and it was 'after ooa 
of these mihtary spectacles that the Prince de ligae 
says, '< I had almost forgot to mention a little occ»« 
sion I had to improve the good feelings of the two 
mouarchs tpwa/ds one another. The king >8aid to 
me, ' I was very ipuch pleased to*day at the wayia 
which your columns were drawn out, and at their 
manceuvres.' — ^ And t, sire,* said I, ' at the coup*-d^ait 
of the emperor, which was just and rapid, and fas 
never miscalculated the ground ^d the distsuices a 
single step.* At-this moment arrived the emperor* 
and a^ed the king what I was raying to him. * I 
am sure,^ replied the latter, ^ he will not veniure to 
repeat it to your majesty. I fear even I shall hardly 
have the courage. It was, that we were'both of thie 
same opinion with regard to the movement whiich 
yon yourself ordered the hussars who protected the 
evolutions to make this morning. We were both 
gratified at seeing with how much judgment your 
majesty placed them at the exact pomt "where thejr 
ought to find themselves.* The king soon spoiled 
this little madrigal ; and the epigram of his entrance 
into Bohemia, a few years afterward, was a good 
deal more in his usual style;** 

^One day,** continues the Prince de Ligne, ^tbo 
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two soYereipis v^ete .peculiarly ooDfidential to each 
other» and talked politics together. ^All the world/ 
«aid the kingy 'canoot have the same system of 
pplitics ; it must depend upon the situation, the cir* 
cnmstaoees, and the power of each separate state; 
what wo«ld be good for me might not suit your 
majesty. ' I have soqieUmes risked a political fals^* 
hood.'-— 'What is thati' said the emperor, laughing^ 
"— * It is, for example,^ said the king, also laughing, * to 
invent a piece of news which I knew would be dt»» 
covered to be fabe in four*and*twenty hourd: but 
that did not signify ; before its falsity was known, it 
bad already had its effect/ " 

The extracts from the narrative of the Prince da 
Lignecanqot be better concluded than by pne which, 
though relating to a small circumstance, is undoubt* 
edly very characteristic of Frederic :*-*• The , king 
bad dressed himself, as well as all his suiter in 
white* uniforms, in oompltmen^ to us, and in order 
to spare us the sight of ^be blue, which we had sei^ 
so much durinj^ the war. He had therefore the 
af)|)earance of belonging to our army* aad to the 
suite of the emperor. There was, I believe, in this 
visit, oi!i both' sides, a little personality, some- dis- 
trust, and perhaps a beginning of bitterness,-^ 
which, Philip de Comines says, always happens at 
the interviews of dpvereigus. The king took a 
great deal of Spanish snuff; and, as he tried to clean 
his coat from the effects of it as well as he waa 
able, he said to me, M ^m not sufficiently clean for 
you, gentlemen; I am not worthy to wear your 
colours.' By his mauner, when he said this, I could 
not help believing ^hat he would take the first op- 
portunity that presented itself of dirtying them with 
guapowder.'^t The event proved the justness of the 
prince's op^iions upon this occasion. 

* The Austrian coloar. 

t MAmoiTM ec Melanges historiqnes et Uteraires, par le PrtiiM di 
Ugac. 
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In the autumn of this year the Prussian troops 
entered the territories of the fVee town of |)antzic« 
seized upon some -of the outposts, took nossessioa 
of the cannons found in them, and maoe a good 
many prisoners^ They continued for some weeks 
in this manner encamped near the tow^ti. The 
reasons assigned by Frederic for this invasion were 
certain grie^ sustained by the Prussian recruiters 
from the Dantzickers, and interruptions of the Prus- 
sian commerce at the custom-house. -This little 
marauding expedition cannot fail to remind us of the 
one against the Bishop of Liege, described by Vol- 
taire, at the comn^encement of the reigh of Frederic. 
After resisting for some time, and appealing in vain 
for assistance to other powers, the inhabitants .of 
Dantzic were compelled to submit to the terms 
which their poweriul enemy offered them. These 
were, to pay a sum of money ; to allow the Prussian 
recruiting officers full permission to exercise their 
calling on their tepritoxies ; not tO harbour Prussian 
deserters; and, finally j to comport thehnselves in 
such a manner as not to give any cause of comidaint 
to his Prussian majesty.* 

About this period, or a little later, Frederic re* 
stricted the liberty of the press in his dominions by 
means of the estabUshment of censors, or licensers^ 
without whose imprimatur no work was to be pub- 
lished. But 'thoiigh the form of restrainiiig the 
freedom of publishing was adopted by Frederic, in 
no country was the press really more free than in 
the Prussian territories. He was in the habit of fre- 
quently Exempting publishers entirely from the 
power of the licensers ; and whenever cases were 
referred to him to confirm ]3enalties which had been 
incurred by unlicensed publications, he almost inva* 
riably annulled them, writing with his own hand at 
the bottom of the statement ^ My intention is thai 

* Towtn^ Memoin ofFrederie m. 
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the press sfaodVl be free^'' So little abu was he 
solicitous to prevent the appearance ef libels against 
himself or his government, that upon ojle occasion 
he aciually. encoiiraged the publication oCa work of 
this kind. : A publiSier in a foreign town had sent 
him a manuscript copy of a. libel against himself^ 
hoping to obtain money from 4ie king for its sup- 
pression. So far, however^ was Frederic from 
complying with his intentions, that he sent for one 
of hiS' Berlin publishers and g^ve tho maai«»cript to 
him, saying, " I advise. you to pubhsh this; yom will 
make a good thing of it" 

The real history of the establishment of eensors 
in the P^ssian dominions, and q{ the ordinances in- 
flicting penalties upon the publishers of libels^ which 
occasionally appeared, was'the fear whieh Frederic 
had lest other governments should aeek to quarrel 
with him for satires upon them pubhshed^within his 
jurisdiction. It was. always, iiideed, aft^r some 
representations of this kind bad been made to his 
government (and they were not unfrequent towards 
the end of his reign, especially fi^ora the Empress 
Catherine, who was very sensitive upon these mat* 
ters), that fresh ordinances 4ipon the subject were 
pubhshed. But the real and only object of Frederic 
was, by the^e threats of punishments, to compel the 
publisners and venders of such books to use some 
caution and seci^ecy in the sale of them. In this he 
was foir the 'most part successful.* 

So great, indeed, was the political. Areedom, not 
only of the pres^ but also of conversation at Berlin* 
that it sometimes caused much astonishment in trar«* 
ellers of other nations, who, before they arrived in 
the Prussian doniiinions, were only impressed with 
the arbitrary nature of the form of government there* 
''Nothing surprised me more," observes a well- 
known l^gUsh travellei:, '* whea I tot came tp Biec^ 

* Tte tfe Flrederie n. 
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lin than the freedom with which the neople spoke 
•of the measures of government and of the conduct 
' of the Itinff .V I have heard political topics, and others 
' whioh I should have thought still more ticklish, dis- 
cussed -here with as little ceremony as at a London 
coflfee-house. The same freedom, appears in the 
> bookseller's shops, whisre literary productions of all 
kinds are sold openly. The pamphlet lately pub- 
lished on the division of Poland, wherein the king is . 
very rou^y treated, is to be h^ without difficulty* 
as wdl as othei' performances which attack some of 
the most conspicuous characters with all the bitter* 
ness of satire. - A government supported by an army 
-of 180,000 men may safely disregard the criticisms 
of a few speculative politicians and the pen of the 
satirist. • While his majesty retains the po Wer of dis^ 
posing of the lives and properties of his subjects as 
his wisdom shall direct, he allows them the most 
perfect freedom to amuse themselves with as many 
remarks or jokes on his conduct as thqy please.*'* 

The severe scarcity which visited the north of 
Germany, in the year 1773 showed, in its strongest 
light, the sagacious foresight of Frederic. His father, 
Frederic William, had erected in various parts of his 
dominions vast magazines, which were intended to 
have been only made use of for the provisioning of 
the army. Frederic had always considered them also 
as a means of preventing the horrors of famine from 
falUng on his subjects. With this view he was ac- 
customed when com was low to buy vast quantities 
of it; far more than could by possibility be made 
use of by the soldiery. When the price rose, if the 
dearness did not amount to scarcity, the king sold 
his com to advantage. If scarcity seemed imminent 
he distributed it in the way to afford the greatest 
relief to his subjects. Upon the present occasion he 
had foreseen the probability of famine, and had made 

* Dr. Moore*> View o! Spoiety and BlAiinfn in Fnooe Strttwrlsal 
ud Germany. 
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such eitteiisive preparations to meet it,' that he not 
only prevented its pressing upon his own people, but 
was §nal|led besideis to sell a vast deal of cbm, at 
a great profit, to the inhabitants lof the neighbouring 
countries.* . " ' • 

The King of Prussia attracted at this time the 
attention of the other nations of Europe by his con- 
duct with regard to the Jesuits. T^ese reverend 
fathers had t^en much decried in public estimation 
for a long period, of time ; but they had beea always 
itrehuously supported by the cocbi; of Rome, to 
whom they were entirely devoted ;. and also by the 
Catholic sovereigns^ who found their casuistry and 
laxity of morals convenient in the royal confession- 
ais.f But a conspiracy against the King of Portugal 
in 1758, of which the Jesuits are supposed to have 
been cognizant, gave the ' first blow to their power. 
CaiValho^ Marquis Of Pombal, the prime-minister of 
khat country, never ceased his 'persecution of them 
kill he had driven them out of the Portuguese domin« 
ions. This was succeeded by similar treatment in 
France, where the Duke de Choiseul, assisted by the 
parliaments, deprived them of all their schools and 
establishments, and finally abolished them as an order 
in that kingdom. ' 

These e^ahnples were followed in Spain, in Naples, 
Parma, and Malta; and finally" Clement the Four- 
teenth, Gnnganelli, one of the most sensible and best 
pontiffs that ev€;r sat in the papal chair, published a 
bull in the year 1773 abolfshing the society of Jesus.:|: 
Upon this Voltaire remarks, <* All the Catholic sove- 
reigns of Europe expelled the Jesuits ; and the King 
of Prussia, though a Protestant prince, preserved 
Uiem, to the great astonishment of other nations. 
This was because that monarch only saw in them 
men who were peculiarly capable of educating youth 



• EaMd 8UT la Vie et le Itogne de FVederio n., par PAbM Denim 
' VMtatf«, Siide il« Louis XV. 
Lives of Alberoni, Ripperda^ and Ponibal. 



I 



SIO um 0? FBXDiHic iir [I7X3L 

9a4 of teaching polite litemture, whieh«ra8 bot fitlls 
eiifoivated ip his domimons, except by biniseif; Ha 
thougbt them useful, and did iiot fear thbm. He n*. 
garded with thq same feelings the teachers of dilfev* 
ent sects and religions, establishing th^ niost vta^ 
varsal tolerance aa the\fif si of ^ all dogmas; more 
occupied with his army thaofi his coll^ffl9s»>andknoww 
Ing very well ^at with his soldierfr- he ccnild keep 
in order all the theologjaos ; and earing rery little 
whethejp it was a Jesuit or a priest of aaotber order 
who taught Cicero and Viigil to the ** ri»ng genets 
ration."* 

. In order to plea0e the court of Home, with whoih 
Frederic wished to be upon good terms, he pemnitted 
the brief of Clement the^ Fourteenth against the Jes- 
uits to be received in his dominions ; but he kit them 
in possession of all their establishments and institu- 
tions, and even reireived many of those of other cotm- 
tries, who had been obliged to fl}^ from, the' perseca- 
tioo which was raised ' against them»t He alto 
directed his agent at Rome to inform the pope that, 
as by the treaty of Breslau he had guarantied the 
lieligioD/ of Silesia in the state in whif^ it then was, 
he must ever consider that the Jesuits were included' 
in this stipulation ; and he is said to have added, that 
as he was a heretic he. did not 'Conceiye' fats holiness 
could grant him.a dispensation for breaking his word, 
or for deviating from the duty of an honest man or 
of a good sovereign.^ 

Of his proceedings upon this subject he gave the 
following half-serious, half-comic account in one of 

* Voltaire, Slide d* Louia XV.^Petliai» Frederic, in to rapport of 
the Jesuits, had some larking wish to show his eontumpt of all religiona :. 
to show that he thongbi them and their pvofeflsors all upon a pai\ an« 
egvally below his itocioe Sucli, ai least, la the meaninf of a aenlaMM 
of Voltaire, which has not b«en quoted . It la to be lioped, however, that 
lie had better views and fbelings ; that humanity, joined {o a deairo of 
promoting education among his Roman Catholic aubjects, led him to tiM 
meaawna he adopted with r^pard to the JeanMa. 

t Eaaai sur la Vie et le Regno de Frederie IL, par I'AbM 

i Towen'a Memoira ofFudniirHL 
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his convetsatiotis \rith the Prince de Ligfae ^ ** Why,^ 
said he, "haVe they (i. e. the powers df &«ii:ope) 
abolished those deoositories of the lore of ftome and 
Athens, those excellent professoi^ of the humanities^ 
and perhaps I might add of humanity; those tatQ 
reverend fathers t Education will lose by this. > But 
as my brothers, the. Catholic kings, and most Chris* 
tian, and most faithful, and Apostolic kings, have 9^ 
driven them out, I, who am most heretic, collect as 
inany of them as I can ; and perhaps some day they 
will pay court to^e to get 86m6 of them. I keep 
up the race ; and I said to some of those about me 
the other day, * A rector like yon, my reverend father, 
I can very well sell for 300 crowns ; and you, a ret^- 
erend father provincial, for 600 ;' and so of the others. 
!n proportion. When one is not tich, one likes U> 
ihake little speculations.*^* ' 
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CHAPTER m. 

AAIn of Poland—Dlsttirbaiicw in that Kingdom Ibmenteil by SttHlfr— 
OonfMeritlon of Bmrr— fifaartkaritlet cMnmllMd bv die Knaalan Troopa 
•ad the ZhMmvtem— War bet«ietn Turkey and -Rin»ia— Coodoctof 
Frederic— Sooeeaeee of tbe Rossians— The Polieb Confederatee de- 
elare Stanislas dethroned—Negotiations for the PartUion of Poland^ 
Vrederio iqadialea betwean Biiaaia and Turfcey— Trtaiyof Partition-^ 
Vtoderic'a IniproireRiaotiB Pniaaian Poland— ^Marriages of tbe Grand- 

' duke Paul— Restlessness of the Emperor Jboeph^Frederie Hi with f ha 
Gmtt— Coniit Hodifs. \ 

It becomes now necessary to retarn to the affaits 
oi Poland, for it was at this period tnat the catas* 
ttophe of that unhappy country was consummated* 
And in order to do so with advantage and perspicuityy 
it will be advisable to dast a cursory glance at the 

* MtmoHnm et Maingct litoiiOiH«Mr ^ UtMnina, pv la Fttaiet it 
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state of Poland, and her i^tionff with other powers 
for the few previous years. 

Very shortly after the election of Stanislas Ponia- 
towsk^ the Empress of Russia had hecome dissati^ 
fied with the conduct of her former creature,^ that 
sovereign. • Stanislas was a man of grreatamhition* 
which l»d been nurinred and incre^ed by the pre- 
diction of an Itadian astrologer at his birth to his 
mother, that he should become. a sovereign; but he 
had neither the magnanimity por the^force of char- 
s^'ter (o guide himself, in the stormy elevation to 
which he had been raised.* He therefore suffered 
himself to be led hy his uncles, the .princes Czarto- 
nnsky, whose object was to render the crown heredi- 
tary in their family. With the view of attaining this 
object, they altered the ancient laws and "customs 
of Poland; so that, from having been virtually a re- 
public, it now approached near to being an absolute . 
monarchy. Catherine, upon this, took the part of 
those among the Poles who resisted these mnova- 
tions. She, sent to Warsaw as her ambassador a 
man of bad character, nalned Salden;i, who was in- 
structed to foment the troubles which he nominally 
came to allay.f 

'Frederic, in the mean while, was much disused 
to maintain his union with Catherine, in< spite of 
sQme slight differences which had occurred betweea 
them. Catherine had wished to include England* 
Denmark, Poland, Sweden, and Saxony in the treaty 
of Petersburg ; that is to say, to form a league of the 
north of Europe ag^nst the south ; but to this pro- 
ject Frederic refused to consent.^ Tn spite of this 
subject of difference, the Prussian monarch was most 
anxious to remain well with his powerful neighbourt 
and to adopt her views with re^rd to Poland; and 
a circumstance occurred at this tiiine which, by reii« 

* Rnlbiere, Hi8t<^i« de I'Anarcble de Polosm. 
t GUliM's View oftbe Re^ ofFndeiio fL 
tmd, . 
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deriDg him personally hostile to Stanislas, bound 
him still closer to the Russian' empress*. Stanislas, 
whose vanity was over^eening^» had had hopes ^ven 
him by the imperial court (hopes which it is believed 
were never intended to be realized), that he should 
be permitted to marry an archduchess. The 'King 
of Prussia discovered these manoeuvres, and wa$ sq 
incensed by them that he exclaimed in his first mo- 
ments of anger, *^ I will crusl^ his head for him with 
his own crown;" From this moment he became tiie 
the bitter enemy of Poniatowsky.* 

From this time (1766) till its final partition, Poland 
became one- continued scene of tumult and confusion. 
Well may Rulhiere call his work a History of the 
Anarchy of Poland ; a fitter term could not b^ devised 
to' express the' state of this unhappy country. Civil 
war, religious persecution and intolerance, the artful 
and mischievous intrigues of sovereigns who sought 
the dismemberment of the kingdom, all contributed 
to inflict Imisery upon its wretched inhabitants. At 
first the Russian government, and Repnin its ambas* 
sador^ who had succeeded Saldern, took part against 
the King of Poland ; subsequently, upon his making 
mibmission to the empress, they sided with him 
against that portion of his subjects who, indignant at 
Russian domination, had formed themselves into an 
opposing body to the overweening insolence and 
tyranny of that power. This league was called *Hhe 
Gonfederation of Barr,** from its first act having been 
signed ^t a httle town of that name in the province 
ofPodolia. 

The. first meeting of the confederation took place 
In February, 1768, and the chiefs there assembled 
named as their leader the Prince Radzivil, the most 
powerful nobleman of Poland. At this time the Rus- 
sians had many troops in Poland $ and the raising the 
ftandud of the confederation was the ngnai for al« 
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lawiiigf these soldien ta exerciseevei 
tJoos cruelty upon the mbabitaats* Badrtaroiis as had 
been their colM^uct to the Poles hithetto« il was mild^ 
ness itself compared to \i^at now foUowed. ThA 
Empress of Russia was at tiiis tinie ihreatened with 
a war with Turkey, that power havifig been much 
inclosed by her interfereiice in the afiairs of Pol^uid* 
Her object was, before this war broke out; to terrify 
the Poles into auftHBwbsiiQiv and to^exterrainate tM 
(confederates. The t^rueHies, the massacres, ezs* 
cuted by the Russian commanders, under the expresi 
orders of their ruthless and blood-stained sovereigUy 
the female Tiberius of ttodem times, make humanity 
shudder/ "^ 

Not content with the torrents of Mood shed by her 
own semi-barbarous atmies, she also incited the Zft» 
poravians, a tribe of the most atrocious bandilti, whe 
dwelt among the cataracts of Ijie Borysthenes^ io 
massacre the Poles in the Ukraine. Theae wfetchee^ 
who Ured by blood and rapine, wove tooh^ppy, witil 
the prospect of iihpunity, to execute the wiidKS ef 
the empress. The Ukraine wae entirely laid watl% 
und the inhabitants put. to death by means of Ihe 
most inhuman and revolting tortures. ^ l%e lowort 
ealculation of the number of human beings who kwl 
their lives in. this indiscriminate massacee is 50»00l^ 
the highest SOOjOOO.* ^ 

But these barbarities of the empress^aeitber tnaii» 
ouiUized Poland nor prevented the war with Tvakvyk 
Towards the end of the year 1768 that powar sead 
the Russian ambassador at Constantinople to the 
fortress of the Seven Towevs, and ^blsffed war 
against the czarina. The emissaries of tiie Didce da 
Choiseul, who was now prime minister of Francei 
had greatly assisted in exciting the resistance tatlvi 
Russians in Poland; while at the saMo time thtfy 
inflamed the cabinet of VieoBa against Caiiiefiae^ 
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and sirred up tte porte to tak« vengeanee upon 
Russia fot having, in the pursuit by the Russiaii army 
of the Polish confederates whom they had defeated, 
burnt the town of Balta in the Turkish territory.* 

Meanwhile, the wasry Frederic remained perfectly 
quiet His wish, was^ as he expressed himself, *' to 
let the' czarina humble her8eir*t by her differeQt 
wars ; eertam that alla8t,.under these circumstances, 
he and the court of Vienna must become the media- 
tors between Catharine and her enemies^ — an office 
which he by no means intended to execute gratui- 
tously. ''At the approach of this war (between 
Russia and Turkey), which il was impossible to pi'e^ 
vent, and which' could not but influence the fate of 
so many nations, the conduct of the King of Prussia 
was worthy of his genius. ; Thirty years of labours, 
of successes, of glory, ar^anhy of 300,000 men in- 
ured to war under his own eyes, and unceaslihgly 
disciidined under his orders', and a treasure of reserve 
of more than a hundred millions of livres,^ aind daily 
increasing by means of his ecbnomy, rendered him 
the master for the future, to follow only his owia 
wishes in the different agitations of Eubope. He 
was not afraid to announce loudly his pacific inten- 
tions, and his design to avoid carefully every thing 
which might extend the miseries of war. At the ' 
same time he resolved to be faithful to all the en^^ 
gageAients of his alliance with Russia ; to pay annu- 
ally* the three millions (of frismcs) of subsidy which 
be had agreed by his treaty to give upon the arrival 
of the present contingency ; and to restrain by the 
terrors of his arms whoever should seek to increase 
fhe embarrassments of that empire.**^ 

The ^respite i^orded to the Poles by the war be- 
tween Russia and Turkey was not of long duration. 

* GUiiMfft Vi«w oir the Reigo of Frederic XL 
t *'De laieetr mnter la esvine* was bia pbraaa 
z 4,000,000 pornida atarilng. 

\ Rolbiefe, Hiaioire dePAnarahSe de la F»logn6.<-aiUiei^ VI«w if lit 
jMfn «r Frcderle flL 
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Thf eocpesMs of tho Rassium over the Tmiis mn 
speedy and important ^ The ^neralfr o(f Cathe- 
. linef** obseirea Fredene, ^' were ignocaal^f eaatva^ 
metation and taeties ; those of tlM sultan had sifll 
Jess knowledge ; so that, if any one wishes to have 
a just idea of this contest, he must represent to him- 
self a parly of one-esred people, who, after having 
beaten thoroughly a parly of blind onesr have ob- 
tained a compete ascendimt oven* tfaeni^*** 'The 
t^irks, in a short tkn.e, losjk several battlee ; the 
inrhole proviaoe of Moldavia, whieb Was taken from 
them % Prince Qallitztn, and l^eit fleet, whieh was 
burnt in the bay of Tscfaesm^ fry. the Russian ad- 
nairalt Elphinstdn. These events vret^ followed by 
the overrunning <^ WaUaefaia by Marshal Romaii- 
80w« These extraordinary successes of iW Rus- 
sians, emted the e^arm of all the neighbouring 
powers,; and^ occasioned,, as has been before hien- 
lionedf the meetings of the eoiineror with the King 
of Prussia in 1760 and 1770; as .weH as a great^ 
cordiality between -the courts of Viei^na and Potc^ 
dam thriui had ever before existed. Frederic, who, 
with his usual sagacity, was anxious to put an end 
to the war, before the strength of the Ottoman Porte 
was entirely overthrown, contrived, by his nes«fe- 
nations, to persuade that generally unpersuadaMe 
power to request the meditation of himself and of 
the court of Vienna, to arrange matters between M 
two emeires. This occurred in 1770.t 

The JBmpress of Russia now again tnmed her 
thoughts to Poland, which had continued agitated 
by tumults and outrages ; for that imhappy people 
seemed destined, even when they had obtajneda 
short respite from the violences of foreign tyrants, 
to be the ruin and the destruction of one anotiieiii} 
On the Oth of April, 1770, the Polish confe.derates» 

* M^moirea depols 1703 jasqu'i 1776» ptr Fif^wta VU. 
. tCUUIM^ViewoTiteRAigaQrFraderieU. 
I BalUera, HistoiN de rAntrchie de to Poloni^ 
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who eoncintied tlie warfare against Russia^ declared 
StanifliaftdstkriNwd, nd the ihrone vacant. A depu- 
tation of ttieif Bomber enren \v«Bt to Warsaw, aad 
pdietvatiBg* to (te kinf atoaerW his aodcraoesy pve* 
seoted to Mm the act of the ooafederatiom* 

The event was nQw upon the eve of oonsumiftation 
which was destined to giveorfor a high-spirited poo- 
fie to the dominsfion of foreigners, to dismember 
an aacieat' fcinjgidooiy to bring indelible disgraee 
«pon the Sifver^ns who, having led her to her niin, 
partook of her spoils, and to aifbrd an example of 
wicked spoliatk>Bt which has since served for a pre- 
oedent in Evrope for too many arrangements of a 
nnular kind. And yet nothing that has been done 
subsequentiy has ever ecjualled, m rapaoi^ aM fla- 
gitioasnese, the first partition of Poland. It appears 
Uiat siieh a measure was Arst discussed^ in the b^« 
ginning of 1771, between the empress and Rrinee 
Henry of Prussia, who had gone to Petetsborg from 
Sweden, ot the invitation of Catherine^ in order to 
assist in the mediation and negotiation beiween 
Turkey and Rassia.t Rnlhiere entii^ely aequits the 
King 01 Prussia of having been the person to ^an ov to 
•Uggvst the d»m)Bmberroent of Poland. He observis 
upon this subject, '*The incontrovertible testimonios 
which the author of this history has procured leave 
BO doubt tiliat Frederic, solely oeoupied by ^s en- 
deavours to- avoid a war, without compromising 
either his glor^ or his imperial ally, had K>rmed no 
<^inct project in his own inind for an invasion of 
the territories of Poland.^ 

It would appear as if this scheme had first sug- 
gested itself to the minds of the sovereigns who 
were to profit by it, from' the force of circumstances. 
For Catherine had^ certainly origina^y intended to 
rule the whole of Poland, through the means of her 

* Mhi0f«tHLiU)ire de PAnarehl^ de Im PoIo0M> 
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cr0aUtre Poi^towski; aivd it waft only when sbe 
found herself disappointed in tiiia expectation tliat 
die entertained the noticm of division^ and of aBow- 
ing those who could have prevented the partition, 
had they been po minded, to share in the spmL It 
iscurious enough* that Fredericy-ini his own writings, 
has left us a^ condemnation of his condnet with re- 
gard to Poland^ whieh shows how hO'himself wooM 
have reganled such a transaotion had his interest 
not engulfed him in its favour. He cohchidea one 
of his ^arly productions with the following remark- 
able sentence : — ^ In a word, it is a disgrace and an 
ignominy to lose one's own territories; and it i» a 
criminal injustice and rapacity to obtain possession 
of those to which one has no legitimate rigfat.*^ 

Prince Henry of Prussia had.reoeived insttruetioBS 
from his brother to endeavour; by all means in his 
power, during his stay at Petersbu^, to propitiale 
the EmiNress Catherine upon all pmnts which bore 
i^pon ti^ interests of Prussia. The prince played 
his part with great dexteritv% He found Catherine 
in the midst of. a series of fetes, given ineommemo- 
xation of the Russian victories over the Turks. He 
paid his court upon these and other matters so sue- 
cesafuliy, that when he came to talk to the empress 
upon political subjects, he found her disposed to 
consent to the propositions he was chaiiged to make. 
Hiese were, to request her to permit a new system 
of alliance bet weed Russia and Prussia, and to com- 
municate to Frederic the conditions of the peace 
which was now in question; between Russia and 
Ti^key. It is said, that on one of the occasions 
wiien the prince and the impress were conferring 
together, a report was mentioned that the Austriaas 
had taken possession of the Polish fortress of Cxefi- 
sti^kow. The empress said, ^ It seems, that in Po- 
limd it is only necessary to stoop down in order to 

* ODuldintloiw itit l*Eiat pnmai dq Coipi FaUtifM de EBimptt 
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pick up v^mitrer one^shes V* Ttds remark led to 
a conversation upon the state and proi^cts of that 
eountiy ; and thus, the ice being broken, the sulject 
was several times discussed; and before the prince 
left Petersburg to return to Berlin, the project of 
dismemberment had, in some degree at least, assumed 
a definite fbrm.* ' 

At this time, as if to assist the fore%n spoilers ia 
their projects, the Poles were in arms against onfe 
another. The confederates, as they were callers 
who had formerly deposed Stanislas^ had obtained 
0ome successes. The assistance which had been 
given to* them by Trance had, however, been almojirt 
entirely withdrawn,, when the Dukede Choiseulwas 
^ven out of office by Madahie du Barry, in the end 
lof 1770. Still they were in arms in considerable 
numbers, under skdAil leaders, and with improved 
discipline. But their good fortune did not tong con^ 
tinue : Suwarof, who how commanded the Russian 
troops opposed to them, defeated them at the battle 
of Landscroh ; and afterward, by means of his 
IMdness, his activity, and the hbrrible cruelties he 
committed upon those that fell into his hands, suc- 
ceeded in effectually weakening them, — a consum* 
matioa which their own intestine divisions^ assisted 
1^ bringing about.f 

Meanwhile, Frederic was femployittg his influence 
as a mediator between Russia and Turkey, and also, 
between the former power and the court of Vienna.; 
the imperial government objecting to the exorbitant 
demands of Russia, which were to be satisfied at the 
expense of the Ottoman Porte.J He thus secured 
the good- will of Catherine; who, finding that Austria 
was not likely to allow of her spoKation of Turkey, 
u^ess she herself got something iii the ecrarnble, 
and feeling also ^;hat the King of Prussians object 
iBtksf be in a gr^at meastire the same, was led still 

• RBlhterc, HiflCoii»dr rAnareble 4» la PptoOf^ t Wtf. 
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more to. think of the partition of Polandy u a meau 

of satisfying these two powers. Austria* indeed, 
had ahreadv l^d claim to some portions of Poland, 
upon the plea of antiqoated and obsolete rights $ aud 
ihe intervie^irs of Prince Lobkowitzwith Catljienne, 
who had been s^nt to Petersburg to discuss the 
^rkish peace;, sometimes rolled upon ib^ese sobjeots. 
Thus, bv degrees, the oiiginaUy conflicting interests 
of the three ^wers led them all eventuaUy to wish 
for the partition o(. Poland ; and the dark and tor- 
tuous negotiations of- diplomacy completed what 
the avidity of the sovereigns, the dissensions of the 
Poles, and the ill-sucCess of their Turkish allies had 
all. tended to promote.^ 

<^ The end of 1771 saw th^ daring attempt . to seize 
the King of Poland at Warsaur, and to convey him 
to the head-H)uarters of the confederates, frustrated* 
In the commencement of 1773, the body of French 
troops who acted as auxiliaries to the confederates 
seized upon the town and citadel of Cracow. Here 
they ^defended themselves bravely, but were at length 
obliged by the Russians to capitulate, and to become 
prisoners of war. This last blow overwhelmed the 
confederates, who, disunited and weakened, in foot, 
from thi6 moment ceased to have the slightest power 
while the league of their comnMMi enemies waa 
every dav becoming more united^ 

Th6 Slowness and irresolution of the court of 
Russia, which did not like giving up any part of 
Poland to others, delayed for some montha the final 
destiny of that unhappy country ; but the King of 
Prussia, who was anxious for the conclusion of the 
affair, was so urgent, that he finally arranged a con- 
vention between the empresa and himsefiV ia Feb* 
ruary, 1772, by which the boundaries of their re* 
apective aggrandizements were defined. This agree* 
meat was uso somewhat hastened by the news that 

•lllhta^ 8lNQii».dD PAwKlIt di ta'FMflcMi 
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arrived o the troops of the empress-qiieen naving 
takea possessioi^ of th$it. part of Poland called the 
loodship of Zips; whibh at once showed Catherine 
that further delays might be dangerous.* Sutee* 
quently, the revolution brought about in Sweden (in 
August, 1773) by the skilful management of the jounff 
king, Gustavus the Third, nephew of the King of 
Prussia (which, by restoring the almost extinct 
power of the monarchy, took away the influence 
which Russia had exercised, through the means of 
a venal' oligarchy), also tended to make, the Eni- 
press of Russia the more anxious to bring to an 
amicable conclusion her negotiations with other 
neighbouring powers^f 

The pnint the most in dispute was the city of 
Dantzic, which Frederic was anxious to obtain. But 
the Russians said they could not consent to this, as 
Uiey had guarantied the independence of this little 
republic. Frederic at length yielded-; aware, as he 
himself observes, that the possessor of the course of 
the Vistula and of the port of Dantzic must eventually 
obtain the town also v and thinking that it was not 
worth while to delay so important a negotiation for 
the sake of an advantage which was, in fact, only de« 
ferred*} Hy this convention Prussia obtained pos- 
session of the province of Pomerellia, a portion of 
that called Great Poland, the bishopric or Warmia, 
and the palatinates of Marienbourg and Culm. Rus- 
sia got for her share a large addition of territory 
bounding her former frontiers, between the rivers 
Dwina and Dneis'ter. By the same convention the 
contracting powers agreed to invite Austria to par- 
ticipate in the alliance and the spoliation; and to 
assist one another with men and money, in case of 
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that cabinet's resisting the whole arrangement.* No 
popner was this convention concluded than Frederic 
began, through the liieans of the Austrian envoys 
Van Swieten, to negotiate 'with the court of Vienna; 
which government, after some delays, agreed to ihe 
project, and received as its share the left banlr of 
the Vistula, from Vielicza to its junction with the 
riv^r Viroz, R^ Russia, th^ palatinate of Belz, and 
a portion of the province of vblhinia.t Thus Aus- 
tria obtained an addition of territory amounting to 
SftjOOO square miles ; ^Russia acquired more than 3000; 
and Prussia onlv about 900 ; but then the importance 
to Frederic oAhese districts,uniting as theydid the 
kingdom of Prussia with Pomerania and the Marches 
of Srandenburgh, and thus, as it wei^, consolidating 
his dominions^ entirely made up for the deficiency 
of their extent.! - ■'- 

The treaty of partition between the three powers 
was signed at Petersburg on the Sd of August, 177S, 
and was followed by the declarations of the respect- 
ive courts in defence of their indefensible conduct 
In these documents, Austria and Prussia dwelt upon 
their obsolete claims ; and Catherine defended het 
appropriation by calling it a just indemnity for the 
care she had for many years ta^en of Poland ! No 
sooner were these measures taken than the con- 
tacting powers fell upon their prey ; and their re- 
i^ctive troops took possession of the provinces 
which were aulotted to them. On the part of Aus- 
tria and Prussia, possession was taken with circum- 
stances of considerable violence and severity ; while 
Catherine adopted somewhat milder measures.^ 
An English traveller observes, when speaking or 
the division of Poland, that *• it is extremely worthy 
of remark, that of the three pai:|titioning powers, 

f GiimowdiTBblaam de la Vie et 4a Regna de Frederieto QimL 
t RnlUere. Histoire de rAnarchie de la FMogm. 
i CMmoard, Tableaa de la Vie et da BflffM de FkedKle k I 
% Rolhltra, Hiatoin de I'Aiiarclile de la PkUogne. 



1779.] LIFB or FI»DERIC II. 253 

Prussia wab formerly in a state of .vassalage to the 
republic; Russia onee saw its capital and throne 
possessed by the Poles; and Austna, scarcely a cen- 
tury ago, was indebted to a soi^ereign of thi^ coun- 
try ioT the preservation of its metropolis, and almost 
for its very existence.^'* 

The unresisting andjnca^ble Stanislas was at 
length roused to a sense of his desolate situation. 
He had always treated the. rumours of a partition 
of his kingdojn as chimerical ; but the truth now 
burst upon him in all its bitterness. He addressed 
to the different courts of Europe a protest against 
the partition ; and then convoked the few members 
of tne Polish, senate who 6ould be got together, 
with a view of suggesting to them the assembling 
of the diet. This latter event took place in Api^ 
1773, ^fter the senate, whose patriotic debates did 
not suit the wishes of the invaders of Poland, had 
beep dispersed by the united troops of the three 
powers on the 3d of February, 1773.t 

The diet at first appeared inclined to follow the 
course Which the senate had adopted; but sur- 
rounded by foreign troops, and assailed by persua^ 
sion, intimidation, and corruption, they . were at 
length obliged .to do the bidding of those whom for- 
tune had rendered their masters. Commissioners 
were appointed by the diet for the purpose of ar- 
ranging matters with Stackelberg, Benot, and Re- 
wiski, the envoys of Russia, Prussia, and Austria. 
These ministers told the diet plainly, th^t any one 
who opposed their wishes would be considered as 
the enemy of his country and of the three powers. 
If opposition to the spoliation of the latter was con- 
tinued, it was announced to the diet- that the troops 
of the contracting powers would at once take pos- 
session of the whole kingdom ; but if the provinces 
which each wished for were without delay secured 
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to them, their majesties Were 'willing to gfuaranty 
the remainder of (he kingdom to the Poles.* 

After considerable delays and difficulties, the 
treaty of cession between the diet and the invading 
•sovereigns was tatified on the 6th of August. By 
this act, in addition to the dismemberment Of the 
Idngdom/ the Poles gave up in the name of the 
republic; the reversion, in case of failure of male 
heirs, of the kingdom of Prussia, and of the fiefs of 
Lauenbourg, Butow, and Draheim, belonging to the 
iiQuse of Brandenburgh. While, on the other hand, 
the King -of Prussia promised to preserve the free 
exercise of the Catholic rehgion in that^portion of 
Poland which fell to his share.f ' 

At the same time the allied sovereigns obliged 
the diet to take into their consideration various im- 
provements for the government of that part of Po* 
land which was to remain independent.' With this 
view a perjnaneht council was established to con- 
duct public affairs ; an* income for the nom'in^ King 
Stanislas was fixed ; and the number of troops which 
the republic was to keep up was regulated. But the 
diet threw as much delay as they were able into 
the execution of these determinations ; for they had 
hopes that the ill-success which the Russians had 
latterly had against the Turks might enable them, 
^eventually, to get rid of the humiliating conditions 
ifrhich had been imposed upon them f these two 
powers having continued at war in spite Of the me- 
diation of Frederic, and of the various negotiations 
which had taken place. During the year 1773 for- 
tune had rather favoured the 'nirks ; in >addition to 
which circumstance, the Cossacks of the Don, 
under Pugatchef, had rebelled against their Russian 
masters. 

But the hopes which these events raised in the 

* M^imHtm depoli 1708 Jaaqn'A 1775, par Frederic II.— Rnlhiere, Hi» 
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breasts of the Pedes were destined Co be soOn Biiiii* 
MLated. Bynieaos of Frederic^' another negotiation 
was set OB foot between the Turks and Russians; 
and a treaty higl^y advanti^geous to the latter was 
concluded on the 10th of Julyt 1774** This event 
was followed by the defeat of the Cossack and Tar« 
tar insurgents ; and the Poles, now left entirely at 
the mercy of their spoliators, werQ obliged at once 
to submit to all their demands. The partitioning 
powers passed (he years 1775 and 1776 in squatibks 
regarding their respective limits. According to the 
account given by the King of Prussia, the Austrian 
court, with a view of increasing their share of terri- 
tory, had made use of incorrect maps^ They had 
also pretended to mistake the rivers Sbruza and 
Podhorsa, and thus extended their limits far beyond 
what had been assigned to them in the treaty of 
partition. The King of Prussia, upon being made 
acquainted with this conduct, cooiceived himself au- 
thorized to follow their example. He therefore in- 
cluded the districts called the Old and New Netze 
in his portion* The. court of Petersburg upon this 
interfered ; and Frederic promised to give up what 
he had tdcen, provided the imp^al government 
would do the samcf Thia lecl to long and involved 
negotiations, which delayed the final arningement 
of their re^;)ective limits till the year 1777 ; which 
period may- therefore be taken as the conclusion 
of the first partition of Poland. Each party on this 
occasion receded from a part of their demands; and 
thus, by the, final agreement of the spoilers was 
consummated the ruin of Poiandt 

It may appear at first sight surprising, that the 
other powers of Europe should have permitted the 
partition of Poland to take place without making 
any active resistance to a proceeding which, in ad- 
dition to its manifest injustice, waa so entirely at 

* GUUep't View of the Reiga of Frederic II. 
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variance with the principle in those days so much 
msisted upon h^ politicians, of the balance of power. 
But this seemme apath]r of other nations will be 
easily understood vrfaen it- is remembered, that the 
only two who could have been able, from their po- 
litical station, to head a combination against the 
partition, were England and France. England 
was engaged in the disastrous contest with her 
North American colonies, which ended in their dis- 
memberment from the parent country, ^nd was, be- 
sides, under Uie rule of the feeble government 
headed by Lord North; while France, ruined in 
finances, and hastening rapidly to her revolution, 

Srvemed till the death of Louis the Fifteenth by 
adame du Barry and her lover the Duke ,of Aiguil- 
lour and afterward by that frivolous and incapable 
old man the Count de Maurepas, was utterly un- 
equal to any exertion. England and France being 
thus circi^mstanced, the smaller' powers were o? 
course unable to attempt the slightest opposition 
to the rapacity of the great eagles of the north.* 

Although no excuse can be found for the conduct 
of the King of Prussia in the affair of the dismem- 
berment of Poland, his- manner of treating the prov- 
inces he had appi^opriated to himself may, perhaps, 
be considered as some mitigation of the manner in 
which they were obtained. No sooner was Fred- 
eric in possession of his newly^acquired territories, 
than he turned his thoughts most zealously to the 
endeavour of making the inhabitants of them happy, 
and their country prosperous. . Neglect and bad gov- 
ernment had nearly achieved the ruin of these nalu- 
rally fertile provinces. In most parts of the coun- 
try the barns and cottages had fallen to decay ; and 
in the towns of Culm and Bromberg half the houses 
wanted, roofs, doors, or windows. The plague in 
170^ had commenced much of -this desolation, and 
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the laziness of the Poles and the'Vicioits natni« of 
their goveroment had completed it EducatiOil 
vras totally neglected, and the administration of jus- 
tice almost unknown. There was no regular post 
for letters ; and eren the most necessai^ artuonsy 
such as. carpenters, tailors, and blackamiths, were 
exceedingly rare, as compared with the wants of the 
community. 

But a few years of the administration of Frederie 
caused a marvellous amelioration in the country* It 
was supplied with whatever it before wanted,**- 
schools, courts of justice, and artificers. The ruined 
farm-hpuses were rebuilt at the kihg's expense, as 
V^ere also the towns. The great canal of Bromberg, 
uniting the Oder and the Vistula, which has been 
already mentioned, was dug*;' the marshes were 
drained; commerce was fostered and improred; and 
the trade of Elbing, being prppprly eiicouraged, 
began to flourish, at the expense of that of Dant2ic. 
It must therefore undoubtedly be allowed, that in 
spite of the injustice which led to it, the change to 
the Poles, from forming a part of their native king- 
dom to becoming subjects of that of Prussia, greatly 
increased the sum of their individual and coUective 
happiness.* 

Frederic^ who was always on the watch for oppot- 
iunities to strengthen the alliances that existed be- 
tween his powerful neighbour Russia and himself, 
and who was aware that the empi^ess was displeased 
with him on account of th^ difi^rences which had 
taken place respecting the Polish boundaries, took 
advantage of her wish to make a marriage for her 
son, the Grind-duke Paul, to negotiate, with a view 
of obtaining his hand for some princess conneoted 
with the royal house of Prussia. By dint of nego* 
tiation he succeeded in giving the grand-duke to a 
princess of D'Armstadt, whose sister was married 
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to the Prince of Prussia. The grand-duchess died 
the following year in child-bed ; aiid Frederic was 
again successful in marrying the grand-duke to a 
princess of Wurtemberg, who was his own great- 
niec^.* tJpon this occasion Paul paid a^ visit to 
Berlin, for the purt)06e of meeting his brid^ there'; 
and Frederic, to do him honour, produced alt the 
gilt carriages and other objects of parade which 
had belonged io his grandfather Frederic the First, 
bbt which hs^d not seen the light for at least half a 
century.f 

The restless anibition and activity of the young 
Emperor Joseph had struck Frederic dvtring the 
personal interviews they had had together in 1769 
and 1770; and these views of his character were so 
strongly confirmed by future events,^ that ^the old 
monarch, naturally suspicious, became more ^than 
ever on his guard against the intrigues and designs 
of the court of Vienna. Indeed, the impetuosity of 
Joseph in his wishes was such) that it was not dif- 
ficult for so acute an Observer as Frederic to dis- 
cover his objjects. A circumstance which occurred 
in 1775, and is related by the King of Prussia him-* 
self, confirmed all his suspicions. In that year 
Frederic had been suffering from attacks of gout, 
which succeeded one anotner with ' rapidity. Van 
Swieten, the imperial envoy at Berlin, thought he 
had discovered that the king's- malady* was a con- 
firmed dropsy. He sent this intelligence to his 
court, at the same time assuring them that their re- 
doubtable enemy was drawing towards his end ; and 
that he thought he could state with confidence that 
he could not outlive the year. No sooner had Uiis 
intelligence reached the emperor than the Austrian 
troops were in movement towards the frontiers of 
Bohemia. The intention of the im](>ertal court was, 

soon as they heard of the king's deathf to pene- 
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t TUetMilt, SmTtninide \iigt Am te Sdjirar A BarUa. 



1776-7.] xiFE or Frederic il 1^59 

trate through Saxony into Brandenburgh, ^nd thus 
to frighten his successor into the surrender of Sile- 
sia. ** These proceedings/' as Frederic remarks* 
" being done openly, became generally known, and 
did not tend to cement the union between the two 
courts, as may be easily imagined. The scene vras 
a peculiarly singular one, because the King of Pnis* 
sia, having in fact only had common attacks of gout, 
was well again before the Ani^trian army was en- 
tirely assembled. The einperor then had nothing 
to do but to send his troops back to their quarters.*^ 
The following year Frederic suffered from la much 
more violent attack of gout ; but the imperial court, 
^own wiser, did not repeat their former display of 
impatience. This latter illness of the King of Prus- 
sia lasted during the whole of the winter of 1776 and 
1777, and kej)t him a prisoner at potsdain ; but the 
severity of his sufferings did not render him idle. 
Thiebault relates, with surprise, the constant and 
laborious occupations in which he found the king 
engaged, in spite of his malady. The manner in 
which, in Frederic, the force and . clearness of his 
mental faculties enabled him to master and dis- 
regard bodily pain, was at all times, indeed, a very 
remarkable feature in his character. Thiebault tells 
us that he himself passed the winter in question at 
Paris, and that returning to Berlin in the middle of 
March he stopped one night at Potsdam, and had an 
interview with the king. " When I entered," says 
he, " he began by asking me if I had had a pleasant 
Journey. Then he talked to me of his own suflfer- 
mgs ; and then of the History of the Lower Empire, 
by M. Lebeau, which he tdld me, he had read during 
the winter. *I had the gout,' said he; *but for- 
tunately I had it not in the head; nevertheless, it 
required courage to read this history to the end.' 
He then went into a long discussion upon the 

* MAmoIrM depui* 1763 jiuqo*A 1776, par Freaeria IL 



MO .LIlfB OF FRKPERIC It. [1777. 

merits aiid demerits of M. LebeaU's woik;** upon 
vrhich Thiebault remarks, ^ It was curious to me 
td observe with what freedom of mind the king had 
read this work in the midst of the most acute suffef* 
ings ; to Which must, be added, that at the same 
time he had gone through all the cares of goveminff 
his kingdom as if he had been in perfect health, and 
had besides succeeded, by meuis of a double cor- 
respondence which was l>oih difficult and delicate, 
to make up the differences between Count HoditK 
and the chapter of Olmutz.^* 

The Count Hoditz here mentioned was a noble* 
man of Moravia, much attached to Frederic, and 
who had married the dowager Margravine of fiareith, 
an aunt of that sovereign. The king appears to have 
returned the affection of Hoditz ; and it was to him 
that he addressed the complimentary poetical epistle 
beginning with the words, 

** 0.iinfaUer Hodits ! tow qui 96 pour la conr, 
Avez l\ii, jeune encore, ce danfereux B^joor." 

The epithet singvlier appears to Ijave been ftiUy 
deserved by the couut, who, with many good quali- 
ties, great magnificence, and an absolute devotion to 
his royal kinsman, was one of the most eccentric 
persons possible. In the end of his days he settled 
at Potsdam, where he occupied the apartments in 
the palace which, till his death, had lodged Lord 
Manschal. He died at the ag^ of eighty. His dif- 
ferences with the chapter of Olmutz )*elated to the 
succession of his estate of Roswald in Moravia, 
which devolved upon the ch;^>ter, supposing the 
count, as was the case, had no male heira.! 

* Tliiatwnlt, Soorenin de ^ngt Ans de B^mur A Berlin. 
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D«adi of the Elector of Bavarta— Invasion of Bararia by the Anstriani 
—Frederic's Repnoiwtrancee and Nefotlatloas— Hie Oorreapondenoe 
with the Emperor— He eoliecte his Forces and enters Bohemia— Mov** 
ments of the diflfbrent Annies, and Skirmishes— Prince Henry of 
Prussia advances towards Prafiie- Successes of the Prussians- 
Correspondence between the King of Prussia and the Empress-queen 
—The Prussians retire successAilIy into Winter-quarters— Frederic's 
Eulogy of VoHaire— Conclusion of the Campaign. 

In tracing the career of Frederic as a warrior, he has 
thus far only; appeared to us in the lightof a conqueror, 
who fought for the aggrandizement of his territories 
and the increase of his power. A brighter passage 
of his life is now, however, about to'^be related; a 
passage in which he canie forward as the defender 
of the libeilies-of the Germanic body and of the 
rights of its princes, against the encroachments and 
Usurpations of the house of Austria. There is no 
doubt that a wish to curb the grasping power of his 
ancienl^ enemy, as well as to arrest the restless am- 
bition of the young emperor, influenced him in the 
course he took. But still there must have entered 
into his motives much of the better feelings of our 
nature — compassion for the oppressed, and indigna- 
tion at the oppressor ; for he had personally nothing 
to gain in the war into which he plunged, and from 
entering into which his age, his former laurels, and 
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his powerful position in Europe would have seemed 
naturally to have exempted him.* 

On the 30th of December, 1777, Maximilian Jo- 
seph, Elector of Bavaria, died, childl^^ss ; and in him 
extinguished the direct line of the sovereigns of that 
country. His collateral heir was Charles Theodore* 
Elector Palatine, who was descended from Louis 
the Second, Duke of Bavaria and Count Palatine.f 
Charles Theodore himself had no offspring ; and the 
eventual heirs to the succession of both Bavaria and 
the palatinate were, therefore, the Dukes of Deux- 
Fonts, who were a branch of the family of the elec- 
tors palatine.^ Charles Theodore was a luxurious 
and expensive prince, given up to vice and profit- 
l^y, and utterly unequal to cope with the diflcul- 
taes which were now about to beset him. He was 
poor in consequence of his extravagance, and had 
^eatly impoverished the palatinate by grinding his 
people with taxes for the pujrpose of supporting an 
unwieldy court, and of building vast palacea which 
are now deserted. They, however, still remain, 
and. astonish the traveller . by their vastness, and 
still more as extraordmary proofs of the overween- 
ing vanity and folly of a little sovereign. 

The Electress-dows^er of Saxony, only luster ci 
Maximilian Joseph, laM claim to the allodial prop- 
erty of the late elector : and her claim was jusi, ac« 
cording to the constitutions of the Germanic body ; 
but it was overruled by the rapacity of another 
claimant. This was no other than the Emperor of 
Germany. That sovereign, upon the authority of 
obsolete rights which the Vienna casuists interpreted 
as they pleased, claimed all the fiefs belonging to 
the house of Bavaria; which, it was urged, had 
escheated to him, partly as empennr, partly as Arch- 

*Easai sor la Vie et le Regne de Frederic 11., ]rr I'AbM Denima. 
ViwenPe Memolni of Fndanc HL 
t EiMi nor la Vie et le Regne de Fredene U., par I'AbM DmtaM. 
t Campagne da Hoi de PniMe. 1778-1779, par te^aron de BfllCMB- 
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dnke x)f Austria^ and partly as King' isf Bohemia.* 
These demands, if successfnl, wcnzM have left the 
new elector in possession of only about onevthird 
of his territories. t / 

The court of Vienna, it appears, had been pre* 
pared for the death of Maximilian Joseph ; and an 
army of 66,0^ men was ready to seize Upon his 
electorate. Charles Theodore possessed no power 
of resistance, and was therefpre obliged to bend be- 
fore the storm; and, in c<>nsequence, a very few 
days^ after his 'succession to his second electorate, 
M. Ritter, his resident at the court of Vienna, signed 
a convention, by which the elector gave up two- 
thirds of his electorate to the house of Austria. He 
was also partly led to this submission by the prom- 
ises of the.femperor to provide for his natural chil- 
dren, and partly by a selfish indifference for his 
heirs.^ Nor were the imperialists slow in acting 
upon this forced agreement. A large body of their 
troops entered Lower Bavaria, and marching to- 
wards Munich, seized upon every place they came 
to; and made the feeble, Charles Theodore tremble 
in his new capital. Another army entered the upper 
palatinate, on the side of *Egra, and took possession 
ofit.|| 

But Frederic had not been. an- unconcerned or ill- 
informed spectator of the manoeuvres of the imperial 
government ; and determined as he was, if possible, 
on defeating them, his first step was to offer his me- 
diation to the present as well as to the eventual 
sovereign of Bavaria.F . This delicate mission he in- 
trusted to the Count de Goertz, nephew of the cele- 
brated miinister of Charles the -Twelfth of S wedea, 

* Towen^s MenMin ofFredoift BL— OilieaPa View«f tbe Beign ot 
Fndorle n. 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et do Regne de Frederic le Grand 
t Tbe convention was signed on the 18th of January, 1778. 
« GttlieK^i View of the Iteign of Fredeiio IL 
n Towers** Memoirs of Frederic HI. 
t fntefc II.r VAiimUvB ds 1* GosRiada mt 
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who was at this moment attached to the service of 
the Duke of Saxe Weitnar.* Frederic^ who was 
aware of the haste with which Jhe court of Viemia 
were conducting their proceedings, directed Goertz 
to proceed without delay to Munich ; to preven!t, if 
possible, Charles Theodore from signing the conven- 
tion, and, in dny case, the Duke of Deux-Ponts, who 
was a}so in that capital. The Prussian emissary 
arrived at Munich too^ late to arrest the signkture 
of the elector. The Dnke of Deux-Ponts had prom- 
ised also to affix his signature to the act of his own 
disinheritance, and Goertz only reached Munich the 
day before the one fixed for his signature.! 

He easily persuaded the duke to give up his in- 
tention ; and dictated a protestation, which the duke 
signed, objecting to the whole proceeding. At the 
same time the duke wrote a letter to the King of 
Prussia, entreating his assistance. The difficulty 
was, how to convey this letter in safety to Frederic. 
A monk, however, undertook the task, and brouffht 
it safely to General Goertz (brother of the . dij^o- 
matist, and who was in the service of the King of 
Prussia at Potsdam), by whom it was delivered to 
his sovereign.^ The states of Bavaria were also 
mduced to prefer their complaints to the diet of 
Ratisbon ; and they urg^d, with great truth, sundry 
acts, confirmed by different diets, and difierent em- 
perors, m virtue of which Upper and Lower Bavaria 
were always to continue united. The Dukea of 
Mecklenburg and Wirtemberg, and the ecclesias- 
tical princes of Augsbourg and Salzbonr^, who had 
smadl claims upon the Bavarian succession, placed 
them in the hands of Frederic; The electoral house 
of Saxony also implored his intervention ; and he 
advised their stating their case, as well as that of the 
Duke of Deux-Ponts, to the courts of Petersburg 

* EiMd rar la Vie et la RMiMde FtBodtric n., Mr PAbM Dtniiia. 
t Grimoardf Tableau de la vie et dn Hegne de Frederic le Onad. 
i EoMd rar U Vie ec to Eigne de Fkedarie IL, par l*Abb6 Daate. 
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and VersaiHesy in the first instance ; in ei^er to dis* 
cover the views of those .powers upon the subject 
in question. The King of Prussia soon found out 
that the l>V(ench ministers, in spite of the marriage 
of their king, Lewis the SixtiSenth, with a sister of 
the emperor, were not anxious for any aggrandize- 
ment of the house of Austria ; and that they were in 
consequence determined upon an outward neii* 
tndity, which was really to be rendered as favour* 
able to the anti-Austrian' party as possible. Gather 
line, also, was disposed to check the views of the 
Austrian cabinet.* 

These points ascertained, Frederic proceeded to 
put forth statements explanatory of the state of 
the case, in order to place his view of the sub- 
ject in the most favourable light, and also to pre- 
pare the political world of Europe for the part he 
mtehded himself to take. In one of these political 
papers, written by the Count Hertzberg, the rights 
of the house of Brandenburgh to the territories in dis- 
pute were shown to be fully as good as those of Aus- 
tria. This was not done with a view of enforcing 
these claims, <but in order the better to oppose the 
prosecution of those of the cQurt of Vienna.f 

The next step of the cautious monarch was to 
ask, in seeming ignorance, for information from the 
emperor as to his intentions, his claims, &e. A 
negotiation was thus opened, which led to an auto- 
ffraph correspondence between the emperor and the 
king, and, subseq|uently, between the empress-queen 
and the king, which was conducted with great civil** 
it3r on both sides; but which did not prevent Fred- 
eric from continuing his assertion of the hberties of 
Germany.^ The imperial and royal correspondence 
just mentioned is well described by the Prince de 

* Fndertc n., M^molrai de laGatrre de 1778. 
t Cimpycne do Bol de Fra«M, ITTS, 1779^ par la Barao da HMtW' 
iarif. 
X FlMderien.»M«iiiolrea^lmGiiarreda 1778. 

YoL. IL^Z 
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LIgne in a letter addressed to King Stanislas of Po» 
land : — ** You probably remember, sire, t?ieir letters 
upon the subject of Bavaria ; their compliments and 
explanations respecting their intention^y-^^xplana* 
tions made with great politeness ; and that from pa* 
titeness to politeness, ttieking at length entered^o* 
hemia !'*• » 

The emperor commenced the correspondence by 
a very civil letter to Frederic, in which he requested 
him to sign the conventionji which be, at the same 
time, sent to him. In this document the Prussian 
sovereign was made to acknowledge the rights of 
the bouse; of Austria to the Bavaiian territories, and 
was promised, in return, the recognition bjr the ikn*- 
nerial court of his eventual rights to the niargravi- 
ates of Anspach and Bareith. The emperor's letter 
is dated April the 13th, 1778; and" the king's answer 
is written from Schoenwalde, on the following day. 
It is of considerable length, and, though couched in 
the civilest terms, overthrows completely, by its ar^ 
guments and historical referefices, the chimerical 
claims of the emperor. The king also tells that 
prince how much he respects and honours him, and 
concludes by observmg, *' I confess that Qavaria, as 
far as the right of convenience goes, would suit the 
imperial family very well ; but the possession of it 
by them is contrary to every other right." 

The answer of the emperor is dat^ Littau, April 
the 16th, 1778 ; and in it he principally endeavours 
to show that he has a right to make an arrangement 
with his neighboitr, the Elector of Bavaria, without 
being mterfered with by other powers. He also tries 
to explain away the claims of the court of Saxony, 
of the Duke of Mecklenburg, and even tyf the Duke 
of Deux-Ponts ; and adds the following half-com<» 
plimentary, half-threatening sentence :-^" I have 
learned already so many really useful things from 

* M^molTM et Melanges hiBtoriques et Ut^ralret, par le PiinevdA 

UgM. 
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jrcmr nii^e9ty,.that» if I were not a true patriot, ^nd 
if the thought of the many miliions of humaii beings 
who might suffer by it did not touch me, I should 
ahnost say that I. should be glad to- learn &om you 
also- to be a general. Nevertheless, your majesty 
may rest convinced, that maintaining peaces, and 
above all with yourself, whom I truly honour and 
love, is my sincere desire ; and that I do not think 
that 400,000 brave men ought to be employed in cul^ 
ting one another^s throats." 

To this letter Frederic replied on the 18th of ApriL 
After some compliments to the emperor, he says, 
** I beseech your imperial majesty not to believe 
that, seduced by any foolish ambition, I haVe th6 
madness to wish to raise myseif into the arbitrator 
of sovereigns. Yiolentpassions are deadened at my 
age, and indeed no longer belong to it ; and my rea«- 
Bon has taught me to set bounds upon my activity. 
If I interest myself in the recent events in Bayaria, 
it is because this affair is bound up with the inter- 
ests of the princes of the empire, of whom I am 
one!" He afterward recapitulates Uie arguments 
against the rights of the house, of Austria, and 
answers the new points touched uppn in the empe- 
ror's last letter. In conclusion, he tells him, in 
reference to' his compliment to himself, that, as a 
general* he needs no master; and adds, *4f your 
imperial majesty gains victories, I shall be the first 
to applaud them. I only hope they will not be 
achieved at my expense." The emperor's ne^t let- 
ter, of the 19th of April, is still more complimentary 
than the preceding ones ; and he promises in it to 
lay the reasonings sind views of Frederic before the 
impress Maria Theresa. This is followed by the 
f^oncluding letter of the series, from Frederic, and 
dated Schcenwalde, April the 20th, 1778, echoing back 
the compliments of the emperor, while he encour- 
ages him to peace.* 

* CBavres posthumet de Frederic U. 
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At the' 8&mte time, while thus 'preaching peace, 
both parties were preparing for war. The Austrians 
concentrated their forces in Bohemia, and intrenished 
themselves in strong camps. Marshal Laudon ar« 
rived in this province about the middle of Marchy 
and ' proceeded to collect his army. Shortly aufter- 
ward, the greater part of the Austrian troops which 
had been dispersed in Bavaria, Hungary, and Italy, 
arrived near the frontiers of the Prussian dominions. 
It was calculated that more than 350,000 men were 
collected in Bohemia, Moravia, and Austrian Poland.* 

Warned by these gigantid preparations, Frederic 
Was not behindhand in collecting his forces. In 
concert >ith the Elector of Saxpn^, who furnished 
a corps of 26,000 men, commanded by the' Coiin^ of 
Solms, he arranged his plahs.t He formed twO ar^ 
mies of 80,000 men each, one of which \ie intrusted 
to his brother Henry, and took the command of the 
other himself. That of Prince Henry was to unite 
itself with the Saxons, and defend that electorate, in 
case the emperor invaded it ; while the king's army 
was to rendezvotts in Silesia, in order to be within 
reach of Bohemia. The 4th of April was the day 
fixed by the King of Prussia for leaving Berlin and 
going to Breslau.l A few days before that period, 
he called the general officers who were to serve in 
his army around him, and addressed them thus : — 

'* We have all grown old in the career of arms, 
and have shared together the glories and the fatigues 
of our former wars. You are doubtless as unwilling 
as myself to shed blood; but new dangers, witS 
which the empire and my territories are alike men« 
aced, oblige me to take the most efficacious mea* 
sures to dissipate the threatening storm. I cannot, 
therefore, avoid calling you once more to defend 

* CMmoard, Tabloan do la Vie et dn RbgM de Frederic to Grand. 

t Frederic^l., Mtooirea de la Ooerre de 1778. 

i Campagne da Rol de Prnaw, 1778, 1779, |Nrr le Etna de HoUmb^ 
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your countiy. It wiil gire me the most lively satis- 
faction yhen ' I shall nave to recompense you ffit 
your fresh services. I shall not appear during the 
campaign ivith a luxurious camp equipage ; you 
know I have never cared for such a thing. My ac- 
tual infirmities will, however, prevent my majcing 
the campaign as I should havp done during the vigour 
of my age. I shall, in marches, make use of a car- 
riage ;.. but on a day of battl^, you may be surei of 
seeing me' on horseback among you, as formerly.'** 

When he set off to join his army, Frederic is said 
to have sent the following note to one of his prin- 
cipal ministers : — *^ You will find money enough in 
the treasury for the public expenses. I trust in God 
that I shall not lon^ be absent, as I am only gone. on 
a small excursion, m order to teach a young gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood his military exercise !'*f 
Frederic was also accustomed to call the war he was 
now engaged in, "The lawsuit, in which he had 
goiie, like a bailiff, to levy an execution.^f 

The day before the King of Prussia left Berlin, he 
held final communications with the Austrian envoy< 
In answer to some very moderate observations from 
the king, the epvoy declared, "that the emperor 
would not give up any territory that he had taken 
possession of; that he would do justice to those that 
were aggrieved, but that he would never suffer that 
any state of the empire should ereqt itself into a 
Juage and guardian of the others, as long'as he had the 
power to defend his own rights, and to attack those 
who wished to contest them *.** To this insolent 
reply Frederic answered civilly, and set off for Silesia, 
accompanied by his nephew the hereditary Prince 
of Brunswick. . When arrived there, he caused his 
army to advance into the county of Glatz, where he 
superintended the works for the formation of a strong 

* Orimoard, Eoaai mr la Tie et le Refne da Fnderie 1L 
t Ulrate*« Cli«wltil«le AumMcs oT VMteiic XL 
i PriQMctoLlgiie. 
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camp on the heights of Pischkowitz, among which 
he intended to place ' his forces ; and it was while 
thus employed that he carried on the con'espond- 
ence with tne emperor, the substance of ^which has 
been already related.* 

Although the Prussian army was ready for actiqn 
by the beginning of IVfay, the negotiations were still 
protracted. Six months,, iii fact, were passed in 
fruitless endeavours to come to" some satisfactory 
arrangement ; but as the emperor, on the one side, 
was detennined not to give up possession of Bava- 
ria, and as the King of Prussia was as determined, 
on the othef , not to leave it in his hands, the - arts 
of diplomacy proved vain. On the 4th of July the 
negotiation was at length broken off, and on the 6th 
the King of Prussia put his army in motion.f 

In order to conceal his designs, that prince Had 
arranged his troops in a position which rendered it 
doubtful whether they would march pppn Moravia 
or Bohemia; but on the 6th they entered the latter 
province.! The king encamped that night on the 
heights of Kramolin,iiear Nachod, and Waited for 
the detachment commanded by the Prince of Bruns- 
wick, which arrived the next morning. At the same 
time. Prince Henry was advancing^ with his army 
towards Dresden, where he was to join the Saxon 
troops.^ 

The imperial armies, greatly exceeding in number 
those of Prussia, were commanded by Marshals 
Lacy and Laudon. The forces led by Lacy, with 
whom was the emperor in person, were those whicli 
were destined to oppose the Kinr of Prussia. They 
were encamped, to the amount of above 100,000 men» 
in strong mountainous positions by the side of the 
Elbe, near Kdnigsgratz. The army of Laudon was 

« M^moirM et Melangra UMorlqpM «c Utt6narM,ptr le Prinee4» 

LiffBf. 

f Frederic n., M^moirM da la Onerr* d» 1778.— BMai mv U Vto acto 

Tne de Frederic IL, parTAbM Denina. 
Frederic IL, Mimolrec de la Qiierre de 17T8. 
Grimotrd«Tkbleaa de la Vie et da RegM da Fndaria te Gnnii 
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stationed between the Elbe and tfie Iser, and threat- . 
ened Lusatia and Saxony. But Prince Henry of 
Prussia was not to be intimidated by these demon- 
strations. He arrived at Dresden without opposition, 
and from thence pushed forward detachments into 
Bohemia ; while he himself, by a masterly and rapid 
manceuvre, entered Lusatia, leaving a portion of his 
troops, amounting to dO,000 men, to cover I^esden. 
He then advanced, by different detachments, into 
Bohemia, and -attacking the troops of the enemy, ^ 
whom he encqunlered by the way, near Gabei,^e 
dislodged them, and took 1500 prisoners and six can- 
nons. He fortified the neighbourhood of Gabel, and 
left the Saxons to defend it;* and advanced himself, 
with the great body of the army, to Nimes, where 
he placed liimself in a very strong position. This 
movement, and the success of it, for which the im- 
perialists were not at all prepared, completely de- 
ranged their plan of defence.* Laudon abandoned 
the posts of Aussig and Dux, which he had occupied, 
and even Leutmeritz, though a fortified town. Gen- 
eral Platen profited by this, took possession of Leut- 
meritz^ and then, advancing towards Budin, pushed 
forwaitl his advanced guwd to Wei warn, which was 
only three leagues from Prague. The consternation 
in the latter capital was excessive ;- the nobles and 
others who were collected there fled, and the city 
was left for some days almost deserted.f ** Military 
men," observes an author writing upon this war, 
** cannot too deeply meditate upon this invasion of 
Bohemia by Prince Henr>% as well as the manner in 
which he deceived Marshal Laudon. Men of science 
in the art of w'ar will always prefer this skilful en- 
terprise to the gain of a batUe.^ It was under- 
taken in consequence of the suggestion of Frederic, 

* FrMlerie !!.« M^moirap da 1« Guem do 1778. 

t OampafM daRoi d« Prane, 1778, 1770, par to Baroo de HoIOmb* 
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in order* if poasible, to draw away Marshal Lacy 
irom his strong position on tiie Elbe. 

Marshal Laudon, meanwhile, had fallen back to 
Muuchengraetz, and was now principally occupied in 
placing detachments siong the Iser, with a Yiew of 
preventing any enterprise on the part of Prinoe Henry 

r'nst the army of the emperor, lliat army had 
been fully occupied during this time by their 
Prussian adversaries. On the 7th of July, the day 
after Frederic entered, Bohemia, a skirmish had 
taken place between the advanced guard of the Prus- 
sians and the Austrian light troops ; .and on the 8th 
the Prussian army advanced to Welsdorf, near Jaro* 
mirz, and encampied within view of the imperial 
forces.* The object of Frederic was lo pass the 
Elbe, and that of the Austrians to prevent him. The 
skirmish of the 7th was followed by similar partial 
encounters on the 11th, .14tfa, Sdd, and 30th ot July, 
which were^mostly to the advantage of the^Pnissians, 
especially that of the d3d. Upon this occasion the 
Austrian general Wurmser ventured to ad vaace wi^ 
4000 dragoons and hussars against the Pruadans, bat 
was repiSlsed with. the loss of SOO men taken prison- 
ers* besides killed and wounded*! 

It was at tiiis period of the war^ and when tlM 
Prussians had already obtained considerable advan- 
tages, that the court of Vienna commenced a fresh 
negotiation with Frederic, which was carried on by 
means of an autograph correspondence between the 
empress-<)ueen and the King of Prussia ; tosistei by 
the negotiations of the Sieur Thugut, who had been 
sent from Vienna to th& royal cdmp, and in some 
degree by the mediation of Prinee Gsdlitzin, the Rus^ 
sian ambassador at Vienna. The lettors of Maria 
Theresa breathe the spirit of peace, and were accom- 
panied with certain reductions in the demands of 
Austria; but these reductions were not sufficient to 



*Cain|«fnednRoidePnifl8e, 1778, 1779, par leBanmd* _ 
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satisfy thd Prussian monarcb. After a compliittentt* 
ary correspondence on both sides,, which lasted from 
tlie middle of July till the lOth of August, the nego* 
tiations were continued at the convent of Braunau 
between Thugut and the Prussian ministers Finck- 
enstein and Hertzberg, and finally broken off on thi^ 
15th of August. 

It would appear that Maria Theresa was really 
anxious for peace ; perhaps she had some qualms of 
conscience respecting the justice of the occupation 
of Bayaria. She was- also undoubtedly frightened 
for the safety of the emperor, whose rash valour she 
thought would expose him' to daliger ; and she sdso 
feared that the same quality in him would be sure to 
prolong and envenom the war, and expose the Aus- 
trian empire to fresh chances and reverses. She had 
at' firaft not ventured to communicate her peaceful 
negotiations to her son ;> and when at length she did 
so, his anger was so great that- he wrote her word 
that if she made peace he would never return to Yi- 
•nha, but would sjpttle at Aix-la-Chapelle, or some 
spot at a distiMioe from her residence.* She then 
sent her second son, Peter Leopold, Grand-dtike of 
Tuscany, to the army, in hopes that he might be able 
to i nspire the emperor with more pacific views. The 
result, however, Of this step was only tfiat the two 
brothers, who had hitherto beeii good friends, became 
estranged one from the other.f 

The war continued to be one of skirmishes and 
partial encounters, affording no decisive result ; but 
m which the Prussians for the most part had the ad- 
vantage. In Upper Silesia a par)ty of Prussians sur- 
prised, in their camp, two regiments of the imperial 

* TlM Firinee de Ugne allndM to ibess dUhfwiMB bttwMii tbe enip«ror 
and hb mother** goTernment, wben, in a letter to tbe fbrmer eoverelfn, 
written in the year 1788, he aaya, in tbe language of adnlation, "Voire 
■iQiilf inp^riale a eemmenc^ aa earrlere de glorie par reeieter, daiia la 

rierre de 1778, au cabinet de Vienne (oe qui eloit le plua dillleUe}, et pais 
eelni de Berlin, de^VeraaUlea, et de Peieraboorg.* 
t nredarie IL, MdmoirM da UtOome da 1778. 
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dragooii9» and cut the greater part of them to pieeea. 
ImJSoldened by this^ success the Prussians extended 
their expeditions into Moravia, and penetrated to the 
very ^ates of Olmutz. At the same time other de- 
tachments took possession of the duchies of J«gern« 
dorff and Troppau. But nothing could tempt the 
Austriaiis to leave their intrenched eunps* Under 
these circunistances Frederic determined to advance 
with great caution, only changing his positions when 
he found that he had consumed all the forage and 
provisions in the country behind and around him. His 
view in this was to render it impossible for the Aus- 
trians to take up their winter-quarters near the fron- 
tiers of his terntories.* ... 

With this intention he remained at- Welsdorf till 
the middle of August, when he advanced to the camp 
of Burkersdorf, near Soor, where thirty-three years 
before he had obtained a victory Over the Austrians* 
During these movements the imperial army remained 
inactive ; and Frederic, encouraged by this, formed a 
plan for passing the Elbe, before his enemies were 
avirare of his design, and thus effecting j^ junction with 
the army of Prince Henry. This mancsuvre was, 
however, disconcerted ; partly oy the badness of the 
roads, which rendered the transportation of artillery 
extremely difficult, and partlyby other circumstances, 
which delayed the movements of the Prussians till 
their enemies were aware of their intej)tion«t Oa 
his side, Prince Henry had continued -his successful 
mancBuvres and skirmishes ; but was equally unable 
with his brother to force his enemies to a decisive 
action*! 

Early in the month of September, the King of 
Prussia began, with his habitual foresight, to consider 
how and where he and his brother were to pass the 

* Frederic U., M^moirM de la Gvarre de 17r&-^riBM»d»TlrtdMii d» 
U Vie et du RegiMi d« Frederic le Grand. 
t Frederic II., M^moiree de la Guerre de I77& 
t Giimound, Tableau de la Vie et da Begne de IMaitD to Onad. 
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winter. They possessed none of the strong for* 
tresses of Bohemia; and besides, the country had 
been completely laid waste by thei^ foraging parties. 
He thereiore determined npon retreating towards 
Silesia ; and this determination once come to, it was 
necessary to act npon it without delay, for the au«> 
tumnai rains had set in earlier than usual, and the 
roads, at all times bad, were likely soon to become 
impassable. The king and prince, therefore, hkving 
communicated together, commenced their retrograde 
movements simultaneously.* 

On the 14th of September Frederic quitted his 
position of Lan^enan, and fell back in the direction 
of Tratenau. His march, througfh rivers, defiles, 
hollow roads, and over steep hills, and performed in 
the presence of a superior army, was any thing but 
an easy ta^* By skilful mahceuvres, however, he 
manaff^d to protect his army and baggage; and 
though the enemies, tipon more th^H one occasion, 
attacked detachments of his sTrmy, they had little 
touse to boast of their success. On the 19th of 
September the Prussis^n infantry: crossed the river 
Auga on three bridges of boats, and the cavalry by 
means of a ford ; and then, without loss of any kind, 
encamped on the heights of Trautenbach.f On the 
dlst the whole army marched in three columns to 
Schatzlar. Upon this occasion General Wurmser 
attacked vnth superior forces the Prussian corps 
Commanded by General Keller ; b'tit after four hours' 
hard' fighting, he wa? compelled to retire with great 
loss both of Killed and prisoners.^ 
' Thus concluded the remarkable retreat of Fred- 
eric, which had occupied many days, and had been 
achieved without loss, under difficulties of every 
kind; but which his masterly genius was enabled to 
overcome. At Schatzlar Frederic determined to 

* TnSttAc n., Sfiftmoires de la Caerre de 1778. 

t OunpagiM & Roi de Pnirae, 1778, 1779, par le Baron de Holtmidoilf, 

t Oilinoar^ Tibleau de )a Vie et da Regoe de Flrederle to Orind* 
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Temain until he had received intelligenee of the safe 
arrival of t'rince Henry in Saxony; and until the 
season was so far advanced as to preclude the Aus- 
trian army, which had now placed itself near Gitschih, 
from attempting any expedition of importance. ' 

Prince Henry broke up his camp at Nimes on the 
16th of September. By a feigned movement, as if 
with the view of plunging further into Bohemia and 
seizing upon Prague, he deceived Marshal Laudon, 
who upon ibis marched towards that capital, and 
thus left the way open fo^r. the prince to retreat into 
Saxony.* This advantage was a most important 
one for Prince Henry to obtain, as the natural diffi- 
culties he had to surmount were not less than those 
encountered by his royal brother .f The Prussian 
army passed the Elbe at Leutmeritz, and having done 
so, destroyed the bridge in order to retard the pro* 
gress of their enemies,, who had now discovered tneir 
real, intentions, and were struggling through the bad 
roads with a view of overtaking them.^ In the 
course of his retreat thej>rince had been obliged to 
burn a portion of his baggage to prevent 4t8 falling 
into the hands of the Austnans ; but with this ex* 
ception, his niarch was a completely successful one. 
On the 20th of September a. skirmish took place be- 
tween the rear-guard of the Prussian army and the 
advahced guard of the Austrian, ih which the fprmer« 
headed by Colonel Usedom, hsd the advantage, and 
obliged the Austrians to retire, though the force of 
the latter amounted to twenty-one squadrons of cav- 
alry, while Usedom had only five with him.^ After 
various mancBuvres of Prince Henry, and ieints of 
again turning back upon Bohemia, which again de- 
ceived Laudon, and enabled the prince sti^ll to gain 
ground upon him, the great body of tide Pnissian army 

* Frederic H.^ M^moirea de la Gaeite de 1778. 
f Giimoard, Tableau de la Vie et dv Regne de Frederic la Grand, 
i Oampacne du Roi de Pruaae^ 1778, 1779, par la Baion da Hottxeodarft 
i Giimoard, TaMaan de la Vie at d« Raflpia de Frad«te la Gfini. 
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eatered Sax<my on the 3Sth of September, and en** 
camped at Ottendorf.* 

This retreat was pe^rhaps as honourable to Priaoet 
Henry as that to Schatzlar had been to his brother $ 
for though, in effect, he encountered fewer difficudtiM 
than Frederic, it must be remembered that this was 
owing to the well-combined manoeuvres by which he 
deceived Laudon, and thua got the start of him. On 
the 3d of October the prince placed his army in 
quarters between Dresden, Freyberg, and the R'on- 
tiers of Bohemia ; while the Austrians, who had suf* 
fered great fatigues in their pursuit of the Prussians* 
decamped from Raudnitzt and took up the quarters 
in wMch Laudon designed that they should rest them- 
8elves.t In this retreat of Prince Henry Generals 
Mdllendorf and Platen had greatly distinguished 
themselves, as the hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
and the Prince Royal of Prussia had in that of the 
king.^ 

While Frederic remaiited at Schatzlar, directing 
the evolutions of his army and conducting his varied 
negotiations, he also found time to write his jeulogy 
on Voltaire, which was afterward read at a meeting 
of the Berlin Academy. Voltaire had died, in the 
midst of his Parisian triumphs, on the 30th of May, 
1778; and Frederic offered with a willing hand this 
tribute to the* celebrity of his former friend. He si^ 
S€^quently,'at the request of D'Alembert, had a solemn 
service performed in the principal Catholic church 
at Berlin for the repose of the poet's soul,— ra cere« 
mony which, on all accpunts, had certainly better 
been omitted. 

When the king took up his qu'orters at Schatzlar 
he fixed his abode in one of the best of the peasants* 
houses in the village. Here, however, he found, as 
is usual in Qerinany> only stoves. As Frederic was 

* Fntate n^ MteMirM de laOnem de 1378. 

t ChriraoardtTablaae da la Vie «t du Begnade Fnderte laGraiKL 

t Campagna da Roi da Pnuae, 1778. 1779, par le Baron da HoittandaiC 

VoiTIl.— A a 
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partial to the more civiiized use of fireplaces, be 
insisted upon making one. But the peasant resisted, 
upon the grolind of the expense he should incur in 
taking it down again on the king's departure. Fred- 
eric waa, in consequence, obliged to buy the house 
at an exorbitant price, — a regular deed of sale hav- 
ing beei;^ drawn up between the peasant and the king- 
by the notary of the place. When Frederic went 
away he ^ent for the peasant, and gave him a patent, 
by which he constituted him " the governor of his 
house in the kingdom of Bohemia, and enjoined him 
to take the greatest care of it during his absence, 
and to have it ready for him on his return.'** 

In the beginning of October the Russian, general 
Kaminskoy arrived at the King of Prussia's qiiar- 
ters, with a view of arranging a junction between the 
army of that monarch and the troops of the empress, 
Catherine having cometo the determination of resist- 
ing the attempts at aggrandizement of the house of 
Austria.^ As, however, the campaign was now fin- 
ished, it was agreed by Frederic and the Russian en- 
voy that the troops of the latter nation should not be 
called upon to act till the following year.J 

As soon as Frederic was made aware of the safe 
arrival of his brother in Saxony, and of the dispersion 
of the armies of Lacy and Laudon in winter-quarters* 
he determined to retire himself into Silesia. Having 
therefore sent forw^utl portions of his army in the 
earlier part of the month of October, he finally left 
Schatzlar himself on the 15th.^ His retreat was 
not harassed or interrupted, though he had to pass 
through a difficult and dangerous country. He took 
the road to Landshut, where he established' himself, 
and cantoned his army in the environs of that town» 



* GMnKMiFd, Tablean de la Vie et da Regne de Ftederie le Gnod.— 
Thiebault, Souvenirs de Vingt Ana de S^joar A Berlin, 
t Grimoard, Tableau de la Vie et dn Regne de Frederic le Grand. 
1 Campagne da Roi de Pniaeei 1778, 1779, par le Baron de HMtwodorft 
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90 as to fprm a cordon of defence to the fiontiers 
of the province. At the same time the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick was stationed at Troppau.* A 
detachment from the royal army, headed by the king 
in person, drove the Austrians from Jaegemdorff; and 
the I^nissians, thus established in Upper Silesia, for- 
tified their positions so strongly, ttiat though the 
Austrians during the latter part of October made 
several attempts to drive them from them, they were 
always obliged to retreat with loss. The intention 
of the King of Prussia in thus taking possession of 
Upper Silesia was to enable himself at the commence- 
ment of the ensuing campaign to carry the war into 
Moravia.t 

On the 1st of November the Prussian general 
Wunsch entered the county of Glatz, and cantoned 
his troops in it ; and the arrangement of the Prussian 
armies bei^g thus concluded for the winter, the King 
Of Prussia on 'the 3d set off for Breslau, where he 
intended to pass the winter. During the whole 
month -of November partial skirmishes took place 
between the different opposing bodies of troops; 
which were only put a stop to by the setting in of 
the winter, the severity of which reduced both sides 
to inaction. J • ^ 

Although the campai^ which has j ust been related 
was '* steril of great events,'*^ and therefore by no 
means a decisive one, it must be allowed that the 
Prussians were, upon the whole, successful in it. In 
addition to the conquest of the duchies of Jaegern- 
dorff and 'Troppau, which they had achieved, the two 
Prussian armies had penetrated deep into Bohemia, 
had lived for some months at the expenses of that 
province, and findly had retired without loss or in- 
convenience ; having generally also been victorious 



* Fndirle n., M^moirM da la Gaerre d« 1778. 
t AuL 

OMnpune du Rol de Pniam, 1778, 1779, pv le Baron de HdtiMidort. 

Fradane n., Mtenoirea da la Q^rmt d9 1778. 
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in the different skirmishes which had taken place la 
the course of the campaign** Perhaps the age of 
Frederic and of his brother had rendered them less 
prone to risk the fortunes of their country upon tl^e 
uncertain issue of a pitched battle ; but if this was so, 
they had, on the other hand,' gained that degree of 
skill which experience, joined to natural militaiy 
talents, can alone give, and which rendered their 
marches and manoeuvres diirii]^ the whole campaign 
80 successful that they had almost the effect of vie* 
tories, without their hazard. 



CHAPTER n. 



Negotiationg dttrihg the Winter— Mediati«a of RtoBia and Ftancv— SHh 
tary Operations— General Wallis att&cka Neustadt— Smpensioa of 
Anna— Congress and Peace of Teschen— Frederic's Remarte on ttb 
War--Visit of the Prince de Ligne ttf the King of Prassla at Poiadlih 
~Their Conversations together. 

During the winter the Empress of Russia took an 
active part in the negotiations between the Austrians 
and Prussians, which the season of military inactivity 
had renewed. She sent in the month of December, 
1778, a declaration to Vienna, ]which contained words 
to the following effect: — **That she besought the 
empress-queen to give an entire satisfaction to the 
princes of the empire with reggird to their grievances, 
and, above all, in their just causes of complaint re» 
specting the usurpation of the Bavarian territotieSb 
That if this was not done, the Empress of Russia 
would feel herself compelled to fulfil her engageipents 
to his Prussian majest}^, by sending him a body of 
auxiliary troops, to which she was obliged by the 
tenor of her treaties with him."t -A- very short time 

^ Grimoard, Tablean de la Vie et le Regne de EMerio M GmiA 
t Frederic n., M^moires de la Gueite de 177& 
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before this menacing message arriyecU the court of 
Vienna had sent to Catherine to request her media- 
tion in their present quarrel. Fortunately, the de- 
claration of the empress had left Petersburjg^ before 
the arrival of the Austrian despatch, or it. would 
probably have been much softened. This was pecu- 
liarly aavantageous for the cause of peace, as nothing 
tended so much to bring the Austrian government 
to its senses with regard to its own aggressions ^s 
the stern tone adopted upon the subject by the czar- 
ina. It came, as Frederic observes, like a thunder- 
bolt upon the Austrians. Still, howevei:, the fiery 
spirit of enterprise of the emperor urg:ed a continur 
ance of the war, and he evea prevailed upon his 
mother to order fresh levies ; but as both she and her 
minister l^unitz were now eager for peace, the 
negotiations were continued. Indeed, the extreme 
want of money in the Austrian treasury rendered a 
speedy termination of the contest almost inevitable, 
as the soldiera were without pay, and almost without 
the necessaries of life.* > 

At the same tune that the imperial court had ap- 
plied for the mediation of Catherine, they had als6 
despatched an application to the saipe enfect to the 
court of Versailles ; and Frederic, who wa^ not un- 
willing that France shouldact her part in healing the 
differences of Qermany, had sent a long and reasoned 
memoir to the Count de Maurepas, minister of that 
country ; detailing to him the state of the quarrel, 
and explaining upon what conditions he, Frederic, 
would be ready to terminate hostilities and conclude 
the war. This statement was so much approved of 
by Maurepas that it was taken as the basis of the 
accommodation which the Baron de Breteuil, the 
French ambassador at Vienna, was ordered to en- 
deavour to effect.f Breteuil exerted himself with 
so much activity, that he was enabled to send his 

* FMerio IL, MdmoirM de la Gnerre de 1T78. t ML 
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plan o^ ^etoeral pacification in the end of January, 
1779, to rhnce Repnin at Breslau, who was^ acting 
there as minister from the Empress of Russia. The 
haughtiness of this ainbassador, and the conflicting 
demands of the various claimants, delayed the ncr 
gotiation for some time. During this ibterVal, th6 
weather having become less severe, the two armies 
had recommenced, in some degree, tiieir hostile ope* 
rations. 

On the dth of January the Austrian general EU- 
richshausen made an attack upon the Pnissianis 
under General Tauenzien, who were employed in 
taking up positions with a view of guarding the town 
of Jaegemdorff.* The Aus^rians were repulsed with 
loss. In revenge for this attack, the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick planned one against those divi- 
sions of the Austrian army which were stationed 
near Troi^au, Jaegemdorfif, and the frontier of the 
county of Glatz.f On the 12th of January he fell 
upon them, drove them from their intrenchments, 
and burned the huts they had constructed for their 
habitations. On the 17th of Janiiarv a detachment 
of Austtians, commanded by General Wurmser, en* 
tered the county of Glatz^ took the town of v Habel- 
schwert bv escalade at night, and seized upon 8^ 
men of the garrison.^ They afterward, obtained 
some other small advantages, the Prussian troops in 
these parts being inferior to them in numbers; and 
then prepared to make incursions into Silesia. Fred- 
eric, m order to divert them from th^ir purpose, made 
demonstrations of again invading Bohemia. On the 
3d of February he arrived at Schweidnitz, where he 
augmented the garrison ; and on the 6th proceeded 
«nth some troops to Reichenbach. 

Prince Henry of Prussia had not been incommoded 
by the enterprises of the enemies during the winter^ 

* Grimoard, Tableaa da la Vie «l do RMne de Frederie le Grand, 
f Campivne da Roi dePhiaae, 1778, ITTV, par la Baroirde BdttetidBift 
i Grtinoard, Tableao da la Via at da Regne da Fradeiio la Grand. 
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in consequence of the army of MarsfaatLaadon bmr- 
ing been so much weakened by the detachments he 
hiui been obliged to send towards Prague^ Upper 
Silesia, and Glatz, that he was compelled to remain 
on the sdefensire. This enabled the prince; accord- 
ing to the directions of his brother, to detach Gen- 
eral Mdllendorf in the beginning of thus month With 
a strong body of troops to make an irruption into 
Bohemia. When he arrived near the town of Brix 
he found his course arrested by the troops of Gen* 
eral Kinski. MdUenddrf at first put to flight both 
the Austrian infantry and cavalry; but Kinski serf)- 
sequently was enabled to rally his men, and to retreat 
in good, order to a strong position. The Prussians 
On the 6th of February obtained possession of Brix, 
where they found the magazines^ miliary efaest, and 
baggage of their enemies, and took 400 prisoners^* 
This expedition of Mdllendorf frightened the Aos- 
trians so much that they drew together in all haste 
large bodies of troOps. But the Prussian genidral, 
who had successfully operated the divcAnsion intended, 
did not wait to be attacked by them, but retired again 
into Saxony on the 9th« The King of Prussia ad- 
Tanced on the 16th of February to Siljeiberg, and 
I>Uced the different divisions of his array in such posi* 
tions that they mi^t be ready for a siiklultaneoas 
plunge into Bohemia. These demonstrations dbliged 
the Austrians to withdraw their troops from the 
greater part of the county of Glatz^f 

The last attempt of the Austrians against the Prus- 
nans was made at the very end of February; and 
was certainly, both for the eruelty which markM its 
execution and the time at which it occurred, hardly 
a justifiable proceeding.^ It is probable that it was 
occasioned by some such motive as the one attributed 
to it by the King of Prussia, who seems to have been 
rdry indignant at it That sovereign says, that as 

« Onipigne da Bd de Prune, 1778, 1770, par le Banm de HoUnoda^ 
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Boon as his ultimatum (which in a gr^zt de^e ob- 
viated the difficulties that had hitherto delayed the 
negotiation), having been sent to Peterstrarg, had 
been returned with the approval of that court, it was 
forwarded by Prince Repnin to the Baron de Bretenil 
Ht Vienna, in order to be submitted to the imperial 
cabinet.* Breteuil sent word with<lut delay that t}\e 
empress-craeen was much satisfied with it; and was 
desirous that a congress should be forthwith assem- 
bled, in order to complete as speedily as possible the 
general pacification. •* Uiider these circu mstances,** 
continues the King of Prussia, " posterity will scarcely 
believe that while the court of Vienna appeared to be 
thus really anitioas for peace, an Austrian general, 
Wallis, presented himself suddenly with' 8000 or 
16,000 men before the tqwn of Nenstadt, in which 
the regiment of Prussia and the battalion of Preu«s 
were in garrison. The epemy, not being able to ob- 
tain possession of the town,^threw so many shells into 
it that a great number of the hduses were set on fire, 
«id 240 of the inhabitants perished in the flames. 
But the garrison did not yield.** 

General Stutterheim, who had been made ^ac- 
qaainted with the movements of the enemies, ad- 
vanced towards Branitz, with a view of attacking 
them in their rear; while the Prussian troops can- 
toned at Rosswalde advanced upon one flank, and 
the detachments from Neisse on the other. Wallis, 
unable to resist so many foes, retreated to Zuck- 
maBtel, followed and pursued by the Prussian forces. 
This expedition had been prescribed to Genera] 
Wallis by the emperor himself, who had imagined it. 
This prince, reckoning upon the ardent and impetu- 
ous spirit of the King of Prussia, thought th^at by 
putting him out of humour by the ruin of one of his 
towns, he should render him more unreasonable and 
difficult with regard to the negotiation which 

* Fredorion, M^moirai d« la Oaemide tTTft 
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now gokiff on. H^ even hoped that the ifl-htimMr 
he m^t be m would, perhaps, induce him to hreMc 
it off altogether. But neither the expedition nor the 
iplan of the Austriflfns turned out to their advantage.^* 

A feW^days alter this exploit a suspension of arms 
was agreed to between the Anstrians and Prus'sians, 
at the vxpress desire of the empress-queen. On the 
6th of March Frederic left Silberberg, where he was 
encamped, and proceeded to Breslan, in order to 
Confer with Prince Repnin, the Russian minister 
4here. On the 7th the tru6e between the hostile 
armies took-effect in Bohemia; on the 8th in Uppet 
Silesia and MOravia; and on the lOth in Saxony. 
The town of Teschen was named, by common con- 
sent, as tb^ spot where the congress of negotiatot^ 
was to be held. Thither were sent the Baron de 
Riedsal, by the King of Prussia; M. de Terringsee^ 
feld, by tTO elector palatine ; M. de 2inzendorf> bf 
Saxony; M. de HofeQfels, by the Duke of Deux> 
-Pbnts ; and Prince Repnin, by Russia. They i^ere 
met by the ^aron de Breteuil, on the part of Francoi 
and the Count Ck>benzel» on tKat of Austria.t 

Great delays^ however, occurred in the coAChuAoii 
of the peace, as all the powers who had any thing 
to gain or to lose by the arrangement were, by tnmsi 
unreasonable in their demands ; while the wart^e 
spirit of the emperor, who wa& anxious to decide the 
contest by arms, seemed to hover perpetually over 
the negotiators. They had thus passed six weeks 
in ahnost fruitless discussions; ai^ the ministers of 
Iterance, Russia, and Prussia, who were really anxious 
for peace, began to despair of accomplisMng their 
object ; when, on the 20th of April, arrived a courier 
with the news, that peace was concluded between 
the Turks and Russians. This event pat a stop to 
the machinations of Joseph II., who had trusted to 
the diversion caused by the Turkish war to prevent 

* Vndoie n., HAmolrai db to Ottttre de i77& t tkid> 
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the ezarina ftom taking an active part in the afi^rs 
of Germany. Cobenzel immediately became more 
yielding; and the ministers of the lesser powers 
withdrew their unreasonaUe pretensions. In a foft* 
night from this time all the articles of the treaty 
were agreed to ; and the peace of Teschen was signed 
on the 13th of M^* 1779, the anniversary of the 
birthday of Maria Theresa. 

By this treaty it was arranged that the enperor 
should give up to the elector pakttina the whole 
of Bavaria and the upper palatmate» with the ex- 
ception of the smaU circle of Burghausen, situated 
between the rivers Danube, Inn, and Salts. At the 
same time, the family arrangements of the house 
of Bavaria, with regard to the succession of their 
territories, were ratified and confirmed.* This arti- 
cle ensured then> to the Duke of Deux-Ponts^ as well 
as to all other collateral descendants of the family. 
It was arranged that the Elector of Saxony shotud 
receive the sum of d,000,000 of florins from the 
elector palatine, in lieu of his claime vtpon the allo- 
dial succession ; and the emperor agreed to give up 
to him the fief of Schoenhourg, which was situated 
in the midst of his electorate. The Duke of Meck- 
lenburg received some feudal advantage for his ter- 
ritories from the emperor; while, with regard to 
Prussia, the emperor acknowledged the right of that 
power to the eventual succession of Anspach and 
Bareith ; the King of Prussia giving up, on his 8ide» 
his pretensions upon Juliers and Berg to the house 
of Suisbach. He also received the renewed guar- 
anty of FVance (the first had been given in 1741) to 
his possession 6f Silesia.! 

"Such," says Frederic, "was the end of these 
troubles in Germany. Every one had expected to 
aee a series of campaigns before their conclusion; 

* Fraderie IL, MAmoires de la Gnerra de ITTS^-^ximoard TiWr— 
d» la V|0 et da Regne da Fredertele Grand* 
t Via dB Ftadarie B. 
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but all that happen^ was a singular mixture of ne* 
gotiafcions and military enterprises, which can only 
be attributed to the two factions which divided the 
imperial court, of which one at one moment got tjie 
upper hand; and then was ^repressed by the other. 
The oncers were in perpetual uncertainties, and no 
one knew whether they were at peace or war ; and 
this continued till the very day that the treaty was 
signed at Teschen. It appears that the Prussian 
troops had the advantage over their enemies when- 
ever they came to regular fighting; and that the im«^ 
perialists had the best of it in contrivances, surprises, 
and st^^tag«msJ which, more properly belong to la 
petite gtterre,^* The King of Prussia writes here 
more modestly than is consistent with truth respect- 
ing his own troops; who, during this war, had almost 
invariably a superiority over those of Austria. Nor 
was his own glory less than it had been in his pre^ 
vious wars, though he achieved it without battlers. 
For he was completely successful in, the object for 
which he undertook the contest, namely, the com- 
pelling the emperor' to give up his Bavarian con- 
<]^uests ; while he had, at the same time, the satisfac- 
tion of humbling the pride of Austria, and assuring 
the independence of the princes of the empire. 

Frederic, having co;icluded the peace of Teschen, 
returned to Potsdam, and to those peaceful occu- 

Eations which continued, without interruption, till 
is death. Shortly after the conclusion Of the war 
he received a visit from the Prince de Ligne. He 
had invited this accomplished courtier, when he had 
seen him in the train of the emperor in Moravia, to 
come and see him at Potsdam. The Prince de 
Ligne, who appears to have been a sincere admirer 

* Frederic II., Mtoioires de Ib Guerre da 177S.~Ttii« exproMion to not 
attempted to be translated, boeauae it ia conceired to be untranalateabto. 
Ftederic aeema to have loat no time in conaigning hia recollectiona of thia 
mr to paper ; for the concluding aentence of bia memoira of it, which 
to here quoted, is doted thua, " Fftit a Fotadam, oe 90 Join, 177(k->« 
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of tile gieat qualities of the Kiog of Prossia^bae- 
tened, as soon as peace was restored to Germany, to 
profit by tbis invitation. Frederic received him with 
|;reat cordiality, and seemed to take much pleasure 
m his society. 

Every day during his stay the prince dined and 
passed the evening with the king ; ^ and it was then,** 
si^s^he, ''that daily, for five hours, the universality 
of his conversation completed my .enchantment at 
his powers. The .arts» war, medicine, literature^ 
religion,.phil08ophy, morality, history, ainl legislation 
passed in review by turns. The great times of Au- 
gustus and Lewis the Fourteenth; the good society 
among the Romans, the Greeks, ^d the French ; the 
chivalry of Francis the First;; the frankness and 
valour of* Henry the Fourth; the revival of letters,, 
and their changes since Leo the I'enth ; anecdotes 
of men of talent of former days, and ^ their errors; 
the eccentricities of Voltaire ; the sensitive vanity- 
of Maupertuis ; the agreeableness of Algarptti ; the 
wit of Jordan ;, the hvpochondriasm of the Marquis 
d'Argens, whom the king used to induce to keep his 
bed for four-and- twenty hours by merely telling him 
he looked ill ; and what not besides ? — AH that could 
be said of the most varied and agreeable kind was 
what came from- him, in a gentle tone of voice, rather 
low, and very agreeable, from his manner of moving 
his lips, which possessed an inexpressible grace.* 
This, I conceivea, was what occasioned his^ hearers 
not perceiving ^at he was, like the heroes of Ho- 
mer, a great talker, though sublime. The voice, the 
noise, and the gestures of constant talkers are what 
often give them this reputation ; while with the king, 
who certainly talked as much as anybody, one was 
always charmed that he did not talk less.*** 

Among the sketches of conversations relafbd l^ 
Vtft Prince de Ligne are the following anecdotes >— 

. • Mltmfitm H M«laiifw 1itoioriqaM«t UMnitm, pu to Mutt dt 
ngMi 
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*^ The king mentioned Virgil. 'I took the opportu- 
nity, wishing to answer something, to say, '^H^ was 
a great poet, sire, but a bad gardener.' — * Tp whom, 
do you tell this V replied the king ; • have I not fried 
to plant, to sow, to prepare the ground, to dig with 
the Gfeorgics in my hand ? But, sir, said my gardener 
to me, you are a fool, and your book also ; it is not 
thus that we must work. But, oh heavens, what 
a climate is this ! do yo^i know it refuses me every 
thing ? Look at my poor orange-trees, my oiiveSf 
my lemon-trees : all these die of cold !' — * Nothing, 
then, grows with you', sire, except jaurels !' The 
king gave nie a charming smile ; a^. then, to- turn 
off the flatness of a compliment by a folly, I added 
quickly, * And then, sire, there are too. many grena/^ 
diers in this country; th^y devour every thing I* 
And the king began to laughs because tl^is sort of 
folly is the only thing to make people laugh J' 

" One day at'dinner, I looked at the bottom of mj 
plate, to see what china it was made of. ' What da 
you take it to be T— ^ I should have said Dresdei^ 
out instead of two swords I see but one, which ii^ 
well worth the two.' — * It is a sceptre.' — • Sire, 1 beg 
pardon, but your sceptre resepbles a sword so much 
that one may easily mistake it for one.' And thiSf 
indeed, was true, in every sense of the word."* 
The prince adds that the king did not seem much 
pleased with the mistake, or the apology. 

*^ Another day, when I \same to him, he said to me, 
* I am grieved to announce bad news to you. They 
write me word that Prince Charles of Lorraine is at 
the last extremity.' He looked at me, to see what 
effect his communication had upon me, and when 
he saw my eyes full of tears, he changed, by the 
easiest transitions, the conversation ; tsdked to me 
of war, and Ihen of Marshal Lacy. He asked me 
after him, and added, 'He is a man of the greatest 

* The mark of the Berlin chioa is a sceptre ; tbat of the Dresdm tivii 
•words, placed eroeswiae. 
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merit. Mercy, formerly among you, and Puysegur, 
with the French, had some idea of marches and en- 
campments. We see by the castrametation of Hygi- 
nus, that t^e Greeks occupied themselves much upon 
the subject ; but your marshal is superior to the an* 
cients, to the moderns, aipid to all the most famous 
men who have considered the subject. And, in efect, 
all the tini^e that he was your quarter-master-general, 
if you will pernut me to make the remark, I never 
obtained the least advantage.' Only remember the 
two campaigns of 1769 and- 1760 ; every thing suc- 
ceeded to you. Shall I never be deUvered from this 
tiresome mai), said I, often. At length, it became 
necessary to recompense him, and, in order to4o so, 
they made him Feldzeugmeister ^ they eave him a 
corps too strong to be used merely for skirmishing, 
too weak really to resist me. In spite of this, he 
•delivers himself out of my hands, and out of all the 
difficulties which beset him, in the skilful campaign 
of 1760. Another general at length replaced him. 
This is rather good for me, said I to myself; I shall, 

rsrhaps, have some opportunity of doing something, 
sought it, and found it at Torgau V The king never 
made a more admirable panegyric upon any one than 
this ; for by it he tacitly allowed that it was M. de 
Lacy who had cleared Moravia, Bohemia, Lusatia, 
and Saxony of the Prussians.'^ 

''The next day, the king, as soon as he saw noe, 
came up to me, and said^ with an air of great 
feeling, ' If you must learn the loss of a man who 
loved you, and who was. an honour to humanity, it 
is better it should be from one who was as much 
attached to him as myself. The poor Prince Qharles 
is no more. Others may, perhaps, replace his loss 
in your heart ; but few princes can replace him for 
the beauty of his mind and his many virtues!* 
While saying this to me he becanie extremely 
affected. I said to him, ' Your majesty's regrets are 
« consolation to me ; and you did not wait for his 
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death to praise him : there are some fine tines about 
him in the poem on the Art de la Guer^e,^ I was 
myself much affected: however, I managed to recite 
them ; and I thought the author seemed to be 
pleased with me for remembering them. ' 'The 
prince's passage of the Rhine,* said he, 'wad a grand 
thing ; but the poor prince always depended upon 
so many people V I have never depended upon any 
thing but my head — sometimes I have depended 
upon it too much — for my success. He was ill- 
served, and but little obeyed: neither one nor the 
other has ever happened to me.' •* 

''The emperor was gone at this time to have an 
interview vtrith the Empress of Russia. TMs pro^ 
ceeding did not please the king; and, in order to de* 
feat what he might ^do, he had sent the prince royal, 
rather awkwardly, to Petersburg. The madcap 
Pinto* said one day to his neigfhbonr at dinner, 
'The emperor is a great traveller; there never has 
been an emptor who has gone farther than he.'-^ 
'Excuse me, sir,^ said the king, 'Charles the Fifth 
went into Africa, for he gained the battle of Oran 
there.* And then turning to me, without my being 
able to discover whether what hci had said was 
meant as a sarcasm or only as aii historical anecdote, 
be added, ' The emperor is happier than Chafles the 
Twelfth; he enters Russia like him at Mohilow; 
but I think he will get to Moscow.* The same 
Pinto said another day to the king, who was embar- 
rassed to know who he should send on a foreign 
mission^ ' Why, sire, do you not think of M. de 
Lncchesini, who is a man of ability V — ^ It is for that 
reason,* replied the king, 'that I choose to keep 
him : I would rather send you than him, or a tire- 
BQtne man like Mr. Such-a-one ;* and he immediately 
named the latter person mentioned to the mission 
in question." 

* ▲ FiedmontMe odunt in the Mrvice of Uw Ring of FtvmUu 
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M * Do you know,' said the king, one day, to me, 
' that I have been in your service ? I made my first 
campaigns for the house of Austria. My God ! how 
the time passes !* He had a way of putting his hands 
together when spying thus, my Godf which gave him 
altogether an air of l]enevolence and extreme gentle- 
ness. ' Do yoii know,' ^ continued, * that I saw tne 
sparkle of the last rays of the genius of Prince Eu- 
gene !'— ' It was, perhaps, sire, from these rays that 
the genius of your majesty was first lighted.' — * Ah, 
my God ! who coul4 hope to .equal Prince Eugene V 
— ' He who is superior to him,' said I, > and who is 
capable of winning a dozen victories.' He put on his 
modest air* It is, as I have always said, easy to be 
modest when one can afford to be so. He pretended 
not to miderstand me, and then went on. ' When 
the. cabal, which for forty years Prince Eugene had 
had ag[ainst him, even in nis own arcifiy, wished to in- 
jure mm, they took the time to do it when his mind, 
which was in good order in the morning, was a little ' 
Weakened by the fatigues of the day. It was thus 
that they made him undertak«liis injudicious march 
upon Mayence.' — ' You tell me.notbmg, sire, as far 
as yourself is concerned, that I did not \novf be- 
fore/ said I to him. ' I know all that your majesty 
did, and even what you' said. I can relate to yoa 
your . joumejTS to Strasbourg and in Holland, and 
what passed with regard to you in a boat. In talk- 
ing of this campaign on the Rhine, one of our old 
generals, whom I often make talk as one reads an 
old manuscr^t, told me he was very much surprised 
to see a young Prussian officer, whom he did not 
know, say to a general of the lato king, who was 
giving verbally an order not to go and forage, * And 
I, sir, order you to go ; our cavalnr is in want ; and» 
in short, sir, I command it.' — ' You see me in too 
favourable a light,' replied the king ; * ask these gentle- 
men about me respecting my humours and caprices* 
They will tell you a very different stoiy of me/ ^ 



.1T79.] LIFE OF FREDERIC n. 293 

After relating some other conversations of a less 
interesting atKl characteristicnature, the prince con- 
cludes his account of his visit by sa3nng, '* Want 
pf memory, as well as of opportunities of seeing 
more often, and at greater length, the greatest man 
that over existed, obliges me now to stop. There 
is not a single word in what I have related that did 
not proceed from him ; and those who knew him 
will perceive his manner in every sentence, which 
ts what I wished, in order to give those who never 
had the happiness of seeing him a just idea Of him* 
His eyes, which his portraits represent very harsh, 
with the brows knit, from the labour of the .cabinet 
and the fatigues of war, softened in listening to or 
in relating any trait of elevation or sensibility.*** 
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These anecdotes by the Prince de Ligne, relating as 
they do to the private life of Frederic, lead naturally 
to isome account of his manner of passing his time 
at this period of his existence, as well as of those 
friends and associates who principally formed his 
society. The King of Prussia continued to perform 
the duties of his station, in spite of the increasing in- 
firmities of age, with as great an exactness as in the 
earlier part of his reign. He still rose at four in the 

* M^noifM St Ittltnges hiftoriqnes et Utt6raires par Is Friaes 4i 
Ugneu ~ 

Bb9 
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mornings in mminery and at five in winter, and de- 
spatched the business of the state in the ^stme me* 
thodical and expeditious manner which has been de* 
scribed in a former part of this work* But after this 
was done he allowed himself more relaxation and 
ami'sement than bad been thci case before the seven 
years^ Wat. Thus^ his dinner, and the conversation 
which succeeded it, became greitly lengthened. We 
have 'tween that the JPrince de Ugne talks of it as 
lasting £ve hours. His suppers were omitted, which 
enabled -1dm to go to bed earlier, and give .himseU 
more rest. . He also gave more time to his walks 
and rides, and the inspection of his gardens and his 
buildings. The parade, where his guacds were ex- 
ercised, he attended now only three times a week» 
instead of every day.* 

The sight of this eminent man occupying himself 
with exercising small bodies of men with Si the ar- 
dour of a young officer sometimes astonished stran- 
gers. Dr. Moore thus relates his isurprise at wit- 
nessing such a scene : — ^''A few days ago I happened 
to take a very early walk about a mile from the town 
(Potsdam), mod ^seeing some soldiers under arms in 
a field, at a small distance from the road, I went to- 
wards them. An officer on horseback, whom I took 
to be the major, for he gave the word of command* 
was uncommonly active, and often rode among the 
ranks to reprimand or instruct the common men. 
When I came nearer, I was much surprised to find that 
this was the king himself. He had his sword drawn, 
and continued to exercise the corps for an hour after. 
He made them wheel, march, form the square, and 
fire by divisions and in platoons, observing all their 
notions with infinite attention ; and, on account of 
some Munder, pat two officers of the Prince of Pms* 
•ia*s regiment in arrest. In short, he seemed to 
exert himself with all the spirit of a young ofiteei 

* TvKwtfu Memoln of Fradnit HI 
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eager to attract the notice of his general by uncom 
mon alertness."* . The same author expresses as- 
tonishment that Frederic, who had so lately come 
from the command of vast armies, could condescend 
to t£ike so much pains with a handful of men. But 
it was one of the remarkable charlacteristics of Fred- 
eric, that though his mind seemed naturally ibrmed 
for great enterprises and combinations, it was equally 
fitti^ for entering into minute details, and petty and 
methodical labours. 

Literature, as usual, ciontitmed to occupy the lei* 
sure moments of Frederic ; and bis evening cbheerts, 
though no longer,— since he had lost a good many of 
his teeth, and therefore played with less facility on 
the flute, — of daily occurrence, were not unfrcquent. 
In those he generally performed a part himself 
upon his favourite instrument ; though quite at the 
end of his life he left off playing the flute altogether. 
His exeeution is thus described by a musicaLtravel' 
ler :— '* His majesty's embtmchute was clear^and even, 
his finger brilliant, and his taste pure and simple. I 
was much pleased, and even snrprised, with the neat- 
ness of his execution in ihe alltgros^ as well as by 
his expression and feeling in the adagic : in shorty 
his performance surpassed, in m^ny particulars, any 
thii^g I h&d ev^r heard among dilettanti, or even pro- 
fessors. His majesty played three long and difficult 
concerto^ successively* and all with equal peifec- 
tjdn.^t Th9 evening concluded with a conversation 
in his. own room with one of his most familiar at- 
tendants, who sometimes also read to him till he 
went to sleep.| 

The natural wish which exists in most persons to 
know what was the personal appearance of men re- 
markable for their abilities may perhaps be allowed 

* Dr.-MoAre, View of Soelety and MaimerB in RBiiee, 8wit»rt«Dfl 
ladOeriMiBjF. 
j Pr. Burnev, Preoent State ofMasie in Genaaoy 
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as an excuse for the insertion here of Dr. Moore's 
description of Frederic the Great, jis he appeared to 
him at that tim^ of his life. ** The King of Prus- 
sia,*' says he, ** is below the middle size, well made, 
and remarkably active for his time of life. He has 
become hardy by exercise and a laborious life, for 
hfs constitution originallv seems to have been none 
of the strongest* His 109k announces spirit and 
penetration.. He his fine blue eyes ; and, in my 
opinion, his countenance, upon the whole, is agree** 
able. Some who have seen hin> are of a different 
opinion ; all who judge from his portraits only must 
be so ^ for although I have seen many which Have a 
little resemblance to him, and some which have a 
great deal, yet none of then[i do him justice. His 
featuresr acquire a wonderful degree of animation 
while he converses. He stoops considerably, and 
inclines his head almost constantly to one side. 
His tone of voice is the, clearest and most agreeable 
in conversation I ever heard, lie speaks a great 
deal; yet those who hear him regret he does not 
speak a great deal more. His observations are al- 
ways lively, very often just ; and few men possess 
the talent of repartee m greater perfection. He 
hardly ever varies his dress, which consists of a blue 
coat, lined and faced yfiih red, and a yellow waist- 
coat and breeches. He always wears boots withi 
hussar tops, which fall in wrinkles about his ankles, 
and are oftener of a dark brown than a black colour. 
His hat would be thought extravagantly large iQ 
England, though it is of the size commonly used by 
the Prussian officers of cavalry. He generally wears 
one of the large side comers over his forehead and 
eyes, and the front cock on one side. He wears his 
hair cued behind, and dressed with a single buckle 
on each side. From their being very carelessly put 
up, and unequally powdered, we may naturally con- 
clude that the friseur has been greatly humed in 
the execution of his office. He uses a very large 
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gold snuff'boZr the lid ornamented with diamonds^ 
and takes an immoderate quantity of Spanish snuiT, 
the marks of which very often appear on his waist- 
coat and breeches. These are also liable to be soiled 
by the paws of two or three Italian greyhounds which 
he often caresses."* 

Frederic's attachment to his dogs, which had been 
one of bis earliest passions, contiiroed unabated to 
the end of his life. The breed which be preferred 
was that of the Italian greyhound, of which he had 
always five or six in the. room with him* Zimmer- 
roann describes them as placed oh blue satin chairs 
and couches, near the King's arm-chair, and says 
that when Frederic, during his last illness, used to 
sit on his terrace at Sans Sonei, in order to enjoy 
the sun, a chair was always placed by bis^side, which 
was oocttpied by one of hiv dogs. He fed ihiein him" 
self, took the greatest possible care of them when 
they were sick, and, when they diied^ buried them in 
t^ gardens at Sans Spuci. The traveller may still 
see their tomb6'(flat stones wiUi the names of the 
dogs interred beneath engraved upon them). at each 
end of the terrace at Sans Souci, in front of the 
palace. The king was accustomed to pass his leisure 
moments in playing wH^ them ; and the room where 
he sat was strewed whh leather balls, with which 
they amused themselvestf As they were all much 
indulged, though there was always one especial 
favourite, they used to tear the damask covers of the 
chairs in the king's apartn^nt, and gnaw and oth^- 
wise injure the fomitore. This he permitted with- 
out rebuke, and used only to say, ** My dogs destroy 
my chairs, bat how can I help it 1 And if I was to 
have them mended to-day, they would be torn again 
to*i»orrow ; so I suppose I nrast bear with the in- 

* Br. Mornre, View of Society and Manners In France, Switzerland, 
and Oermanjr. 

tTbiebauU, SooT^ira de Vlngt Alw de S^Jonr A Bertbi.^Emreileiia 
de rraderle Bol da Pmaae avec le Doetenr Zinunermann.— Vie de Fnd* 
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convenience. ' After all, a Marquise de Pompadour 
would cost me a great deal more, and would neither 
be as attached nor as faithful !** 

The most celebrated of the dogs of Frederic were 
Biche and Alcmen^ Biche made the cs^mp^gn of 
1745 with him ; and was with him when, ohe day, 
having advanced to reconnoitre the position of the 
enemy's troops, he was pursued by a part]jr of Aus* 
trian .hussars. He hid himself under a bridgef with 
Biche wrapped in the breast of his coat. The dog, 
thpugh generally of a noisy and barking disposition, 
seemed aware of its master's . danger, and remained 
quietand hardly breathing,till the Austrians had passed 
over the bridge, ^d were at a distance. At the bat- 
tle of Soor, Biche' was taken with the king's baggage, 
but was restored to her master. General Rothen* 
bourg, who brought her, upon her return, into the 
lung's room, found the monarch so entirely occupi^ 
in writing, that he did not look up when his favour- 
ite entered. The dog immediately jumped upon the 
table, and pnt her two front paws on the king's neck, 
who was moved to tears at this proof of her aifec* 
tion. Alcmena was a favourite greyhound belong- 
ing to the King of Prussia, to which he was so much 
attached that: at his death fpr^ a day or two he 
abandoned himself to his grief; and it was long be* 
fore he would allow the corpse of the dog, although 
it had become putrid, to be taken from his apart- 
ment and buried. 

It will be necessary here to ipve some account of 
the principal companions and friends of Frederic at 
this perioo. These were Le Catt, the Abh6 Bastiani, 
Lucchesini* Count Hertzberg, the Count de Goertz, 
and Count Pinto, a half-mad Piedmontese, and colo- 
nel of a regiment of engineers in the Prussian ser- 
vice. To them may be added, as having not yet 
been mentioned, the names of his former associates, 
the Abb4 de Prades and Colonel Guichard, though 
fte former had been now for many years in disgraoei 
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and the latter died ia 1 775. In addition to these, per* 
sons> the King of Prussia admitted into his tociety, 
from time to time, the most distinguished of his 
generalsv such as General Ziethen, General Mdilen- 
dOr/, and General d*Anhalt» Of the latter some ac- 
count has been already given. Also a few of the 
academicians and literary men whom he had en- 
couraged to fix their residence at Berlin; amonff 
Whom may be mentioned Thiefoault ^iad the Abbe 
Denina. 

, The Abb6 de Prades had been admitted to the in- 
timacy of Frederic for some years ; but during the 
seven years' war he was arrested at Magd^urg 
upon a suspicion of treaQon. He was. confined in 
prison for a few days, and then allowed to walk 
about the town; After some months so passed, no 
specific charge having been brought against him, he 
was sent to Glogau, of which cl^urch he was a canon ; 
and remained there, a sort of prisoner, till the time 
of his death. It is supposed lliat Frederic had re- 
ceived intelligence that De Prade^ was in communi- 
cation with some*^f the enemies of Prussia. . Thie- 
bault, however, doubts whether he was really guilty, 
and is inclined to think that he was the victim of a 
plot, of which the Abb4 Bastiani was the mover. 
It is, however, to be observed, that Thiebault was 
personally hostile to Bastiani. The Abb4 de Prades 
was a man of learning and ability^ but was not par- 
ticularly remarkable for. his qonversational talents, 
and his loss was not^ therefore, much felt by the 
King[ of Prussia.* 

The Colonel Guichaid, who for ten years was the 
constant companion and guest of Frederic, was born 
at Magdeburg, of French refugee parents. He 
passed when young into Holland, where, having dis- 
tinguished himself in his studies, he becune one of 
the professorct at the university of Leyden; Shortly 

* ntttaidi, SoBTHdni de ViDft AM d« eujow A BMiln 
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before tfi^ seven years* war he made a journey into 
his native country, and upon this occasion was first 
notice by Frederic. The King of Prussia had 
heard him metttioned as a learned man; and.find« 
hig^in an interview he had with him, that he was 
worthy of his reputation, he proposed to him to at* 
tach himself to hisr service. Guichard had particu« 
larly devoted his time and attention to the history 
of Julius Caesar, his campaigns^ and his sys^tem of 
tactics. Frederic thought that one who had pon- 
dered much in the closet on military science would 
be likely to make a good officer. He therefore pro* 
t»osed to him to exchange his professor's chair for a 
colonelcy of light dragoons; which offer was ac« 
cepted. In one of hi^ eaurly conversations with the 
king, the latter asked him, what was the name of the 
fnost eminent of Caesar's aids-de-camp, and Guichard 
told him it was Quintns Icilius. ^ Well," continued 
the king, **you shall be my Quintns Icilius : I give 
Tou the name, not doubting but that you .will know 
how to merit it." The nanie so nven remained to 
Guichard, and firom this time till that ofhis death he 
was universally known by it ; and it had, indeed, so 
entirely superseded his family name, that it was at- 
tached to that of his rank in the army, and he was 
commonly called Colonel Q^intus, 

Guichard remained attached to the King of Prus- 
sia till his death in 1775 ; but their friendship, like 
that of Frederic and D'Argens, was frequently inter- 
rupted by quarrels. Frederic could not resist the 
temptation to be sarcastic at the expense of Gui- 
chard ; and sometimes, when he pushed his satire 
very far, the colonel absented himself for some days 
from the palace, and would not return till the.kinff, 
by some kind message or letter, had shown a wiw 
to make .ytonement for his former offence. To give 
an idea of these quarrels, it is only necessary to 
mention one which occurred towards the end of the 
life of Guichard* One of F^edenc's subjecta of at- 
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tack upon Quintns was his plnndering propensities 
during war ; for which, indeed, he has been supposed 
to have been rather remarkable. On^ day at dinner 
ftt Sans Souci, Frederic, in speaking of the pillage of a 
house belonging to Count Bruhl, in iSaxony, by a 
party of soldiers commanded by Guichard, said to 
the latter, " It is now an old story ; time and the 
treaty of peace haire wiped every thing out ; and tto 
search for reimbursements need now be dreaded. 
Besides, you have no shame upon these matters, for 
all the world knows what a pillager you have been. 
Do therefore tell us how much you plundered upon 
that occasion. Conle now, make a little effort, and 
recollect lK)w much you got by this rogue's triek.** 
Guichard, who had endured a good deal of this kind, 
could not, however, digest this attack, and therefore 
answered, ** Your majesty ought to know well how 
much 1 got, for I never did any thing but by your or- 
ders ; I rendered account to you of every thing, and 
you divided the spoi^ with roe !** So saying, he left 
the table and the palace ; and a considerable time 
elapsed' before the nriends were reconc^d.* 

Le Oatt, who held the situation of reader to 
Frederic, and who continued to enjoy a large share 
of his confidence and Intimacy fronKabout the year 
1760 till the death of the monarch, was a Swiss. 
The manner in whidh the Kin^ of Prussia first be- 
came acquainted with him is sufilciently curious to 
be worthy of relation. In ajoumey which the King 
of Prussia made into Holland, he and his companion, 
the Colonel Ballr^j disguised themselves as two mu- 
sicians. Travelling in tins capacity in a passage 
boat from one town to another^ the king, who was 
in a private cabin, began to feel a wish for more so- 
ciety. He therefore sent Balby into the public 
cabin, desiring him to see if there was not some 
one among the passengers who seemed worthy to 

V 

* TUtfaMh, loorMdn da Vinct An 4e Mjlov & Ikillli 

Vol. II.— C c 



803 urs <nr. FRKDSBic n. [17Mb 

be inrited to breakfast with them. Badby returned 
with intelligence that there was a young man 
whose lively conversation and instruction would 
•ender him^aii agreeable addition to their party. He 
was immediately invited to join thenit and the three 
sat down to a pie, which had been prepared for the 
meal. Frederic^ actuated by his usual thicst for in« 
formation, began putting questions of all kinds to 
the stranger. He asked him respecting his countryt 
his family, his own pursuits and intentions, till at 
length the young man, seeing no end to his inter* 
rogatories, said, rather crosSy, *^ PBrmU me, ^r, to 
observe^ that you have asked me an unreasonable number 
of. qttestiohs in return Jhr a single cut of a ;»e."— ^* I 
entreat your pardon,*^ ioiswei^d Frederic, cour-^ 
teously; **y<]^ know that travellers are always 
anxious to instruct themselves; and I trust you will 
ex(;use me if I have indiscreetly yielded to this feel- 
ing, as it is seldom that we find so, favourable an op* 
portunity for gratifying it." When they partedf 
Frederic asked the stranger for bts address ; who 
gave it, without having an idea who his new acquaint* 
ance really was* ^he King of Pnisma never lost 
sight of Le Catt ; and some years after this incident, 
the place of his reader being vacant, he wrote to 
offer it to him. Le Catt accepted it^ and thus he*> 
came fixed in the service of that sovereign^* 

The Abb6 Bastiani was an Italian priest. When 
a very young man, he had been kidnapped while per* 
forming mass in the village church of which he was 
turate, on the Italian side of the Tyi^l, by a recruit- 
ing party of Frederic William's soidiers, towards the 
end of the reign of that sovereign. He was brought 
to Berlin, and placed in a regiment as a private sol- 
dier. His adventure, however, made a noise ; ai^d 
Frederic, then prince royal, became anxious to see 
and make acquaintance with him. ' He was struck 

* TliMralt,BoiiTwin4aVi]ifltAi»dt«iaiirlB«la.- 
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with his aeuteneMj for under s^ heavy, appearance 
Bastiani concealed all the finesse and quick percep- 
tion of a true Italian. When Frederic became king* 
be released him from the army ; and shortly after his 
conquest of Silesia made him a canon of the cathe- 
dral at Breslau. From this time he wa^ always, to 
B certain degree, in favour with Frederic ; but to- 
wards the end of the latter's Iffe this favour had 
much mcreased, aided by his constant intrigues and 
suppleness. He became one of those habitual coofr- 
panions of the king upon whom he wss accustomed 
to vent his sarcasm's. Upon one occasion, and one 
only, the abb^ hazarded a spirited answer. Frederic 
liad been attacking him for some time upon various 
topics; and finally recurring to hi& favourite subject of 
pleasantry, the Roman Catholic religion, he prophe^ 
•led that Bastiani would some day be. made pope. 
*• Now," continued he, •• as you are now tn my 
power, I should li^e to know what sort of reception 
you will give me when I go to Rome. When I ap- 
pear before your holiness, what will you say to me 1" 
— ^ Sire,*' re{died the abb6, " I will say, powerful 
black eagle, cover me with your wings, but save me 
from- your beak r* 

But the man of the most conversational talent 
who wa^s now attached to Frederic was another 
Italian, the Marquis Lucdie^ni. Lucchesini was a 
native of the little state of -Lucca, and had come to 
Berlin, actuated by a spirit of enthusiasm for the 
character of the King of Prussia. Denina says of 
him, that he had ** as much talent as either Algarotti 
orD^Argens^and not less instruction than the Colonel 
Quintus, with a knowledge of the great world which 
tke latter never possessed.**! Frederic made him 
Ids -chamberlain; conversed with him more than any 
one else ; communicated his writings to him ; and 

* Thiebanlt, SomrmiT* de Vingf Am de SAJour & Berlin, 
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employed -him in various departments of literature. 
After the death of the Kitig of Prussia, Lubchesini 
continued in the serviced of his successors for n^any 
years, principally in a diplomatic capacity ; and 
finally retired to Florence, where tie died, a few years 
since. 

, Herzberg had been for inany years employed by 
Frederic as a diplomatist, ai^d a writer of proclama- 
tions and state papers, flaving displayed consider- 
able talent and acuteness in these sewices, the king 
made him one of his principal ministers ; and to- 
wards 4;he -end of his Hfe admitted him much into his 
intimacy. As Herzberg was also a man of literature 
he was made curator of the academy, and was 
accustomed in that capacity to read a dissertation 
on the anniversary of the king's birthday» The 
subject of these generally turned upon the. circum- 
stances and history of the Prusuan dominions, or 
the iftiproyements which Frederic had wrought in 
them. Tfie year after the death of Frederic, Count 
Herzberg consecrated to his memory a well- written 
paper, read at the academy, and entitled MSmoire 
historiaue sur la demihre ArmSe de la Vie de Frederic 
IL He subsequently superintended the publication 
of the posthumous works of his sovereign and 
benefactor.* ^ 

Ziethen and MoUendorf were among the most able 
of the generals of Frederic, and were always trea,ted 
b;^ that sovereign with kindness and distinction 
Ziethen was near ten years older than the king; 
and on this account Frederic was accustomed at re- 
views and upon similar occasions of fatigue to show 
him the most touchmg attentions; to oblige him to 
sit down while he himself stood and t&ed with 
him ; and in every way possible to mark his respect 
for the aged wamor. MoUendorf, who had originally 
been one of Frederic's pages, and had distinguished 

* La Prune Litt^rain lona Fraderiis II., par TAbbe Deolaa. 
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himself upon varioufi occaskHH^, was made by him 
governor of Berlin towards the conclusion of his 
reign; and by his successor was advanced to the 
rank of field-marshal. He was a n(an much beloved. 
It was to him that Frederic said, when disgusted 
one day at the folly and indiscipline of the young 
militaiy men of high rank, •' For the love of heaven, 
my henr MoUendorf, deliver me from all these young 
princes, who spoil my army !"• 

Denitia had become known 'to Frederic as the 
author of the History of the Revolutions of Italy ; 
and the king, in consequence of the merit of that 
work, engaged him in his service, and sent for him 
from Turin. He appears to have been a man of 
labour >and instruction, but of moderate abilities. 
He published subsequently two or three works, upon 
the subject of 'the reign of Frederic, the literary men 
of Prussia, ^c.f 

In ' 1780 the King of Prussia appointed M. d0 
Garmer chancellor of his^ kingdom ; and he took this 
opportunity to consolidate and finally arrange the 
great system of legal reform which he had been at- 
temi^ting for near forty years. Experience had now 
demonstrated what parts of the code which he had 
already given jo his peopfe were not calculated to 
promote* their good^ and to ensure a prompt and 
equal administration ot justice. These portions 
were therefore amended, and the work was prose- 
cuted with so much diligence, that in the following 
yeafl the principal parts of the code were published, 
and had been put into operation. Frederic addressed 
to M. de Garmer, with his own hand, a long and 
well-reasoned statement, in which he developed 
his views with regard to the laws and the ad- 
ministration of justice. This was published at the 
bead of th«i new edition of the Code Frederic. It 

* Tiaaban\t. Sovrvnlm de Vingt Aim de 8^oiir & BeriiD. 
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has been alceady stated in a former part of this 
work, that the' code of laws acted upon in the Prus- 
sian domiaions is uiidjoubtediy still siisceptible of 
considerable improvements; but* at all events, Fred- 
eric accomplished two important points in legisla- 
tion ; namely, he afforded to his people cheap and 
speedy, justice, to a degree whicn has hardly its 
parallel in any of the other counVries of the civilized 
world.* 

The Empress Maria Theresa did not long survive 
the peace of Teschen. This ei^ipent woman — ^for 
.eminent, in spite of her bigotry and prejudices, she 
imdoubtedly was — died November 20th, 1780; and 
thus left open an ampler field for the restless ambi- 
tion and activity of Joseph the Second, to which her 
authority h^d always been a check. Frederic, how- 
ever, was on his guard, and before he died again 
defeated the schemes of the Austrian cabinet. 

Joseph!s first attempts at aggrandizement were 
designed to take place at the expense of the United 
Provinces of Holland. He demanded from them the 
cession of the town of Maestricht, and the free navi- 
gation of the river Escaut. This last demand was 
occasioned by a plan 'he had' in view for restoring' 
the commerce of Antwerp.. Th^. courts of Versailles 
and Berlin, however, appeared disposed to assist the 
Dutch, which obaged the restless emperor to turn 
to other projects. The next which entered his head, 
and which he continued for some years to contrive 
in secret, was of a much mdje extensive nature. 
Frederic had prevented his obtaining possession by 
force of Bavaria ; but Joseph still thought he might 
annex it to his dominions by negotiation and ex- 
change. He trusted to the supineness which old 
age generally causes, in order to keep the King of 
Prussia ignorant, or at least inactive, in the business; 
and he intended to carry on his intrigues to a certain 

^MlnbMo, MoMrebit PniMlsniM.— via d0 Fraderie n.-4MaB«^ 
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point) and then wait for. their ideTelopmeat till the 
death (which could not probably be a distant event) 
of his old^ yet still wily, antagonist. His project 
was to exchange the Austrian provinces in the Low 
Countries, with the exception of the county of Na- 
Riiir and duchy of Loixemburgh, against the whole 
of the electorate of Bavaria.* ' 

The court of Petersburg, which, since the peace, 
of Teschen, had contracted very intimate alliances 
with the Austrian monarch, favoured the arrange- 
ment ; and the elector^ Charles Theodore, consented 
to it, lured by the promise of the title of King of 
Burgundy, with which he was to be decorated. Be-^ 
fore, however, the plan was executed,.it became ne- 
cessary to obtain the acquiescence of the J)uke of 
.Deux-<Ponts, the heir- of Charles Theodore. That 

grince was sounded upon the subject, in the 
eginning of 1785, by tne Russian envoy ; but re- 
fused his consent, and forthwith communicated the 
whole arrangement to the King of Prussia. Fred- 
eric, though already suffering Under those infirmi- 
ties which, in the foUowiiSg year, conducted him to 
the tomb« took fire at the news, and lost not a mo- 
ment in taking steps to counteract the ambitious 
•designs of the imperial family ; which he considered, 
.with justice, as an infringement of the stipulation^ 
of the treaty of Teschen, and as likely to prove 
most injurious to /the interests df the Germanic 
body.' 

. By his exertions a confederation was immediately 
formed among the principal powers of Germany; 
of which the object was, to preserve the constitu- 
tion of the empire and the rights of its princes. 
The electors of Saxony, Hanover, and Mayence 
con<^urred readily in the views of Frederic ; and the 
treaty of confederation, which has been known by 
the name of the Germanic Leaguep was signed at 

* Grinoud, SmmI •!» U Vto et to Begne d» Frederic to Qrtnd. 
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Berlin on the Si8t of My, 1785. • Tlie empeiror was 
obliged, in consequence, with feelingd of 4eep vexa- 
tion, te renounce his tfiubittons plans; and even to 
conclude a treaty with Hoiiand, through the mediatioa 
bf France, by-^wbich he renounced his claims upon 
Maestricht, and his demand for the opening of the 
navigation of the Esqaiit. This took place in No» 
vember, 1785; The Germanic League was the last 
public act of importance in the life of Frederic, who 
thus concluded^ with honourable and successful ne- 
gotiation, a career 'which had commenced with con- 
quest and military glory. 

It remains to take a view of the last year of the 
life of this eminent man ; and to trace the maladies 
which concluded his eventfiri career. The King of 
Prussia, at this period, does not appear to have de- 
ceived himself with regard to his real situation. 
ISarly in the yeir 1785 he 'became aware that his 
health was giving way; but, determined as he was 
to continue his laborious duties to the end of his 
life, he carefully concealed jthe gradual decay which 
was undermining him from those around- him. He 
was accustomed, therefore, whenever he felt fatijfue 
or lassitude coming upon him, to have recourse to 
strengthening and stimnhiting medicines; and in 
order to hide from curioas eyes th6 wasting appear- 
ances of disease on his face, he even went so far* 
upon public occasions and at reviews, as to wear 
rouge.* His principal complaint was gout, and the 
ntXKkn at length became almost perpetual, in con- 
sequence of Ms total neglect of regimen in diet. 
As he grew older, and consequently less active, his 
fondness for the pleasures of the table became mnch 
increased ; and though his enfeebled stomach fre- 
quently refused to perform the functions he Wished 
to impose upon it, he continued to the last to eat 
voraciously of the most unwholesome food. Tbe 

*t1iMNMrit, So«?ettln <• ViDgt AMilt S«jow* Bcriia. 
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Italian dish polenta, eel-pies, and' pat^ de foie gras 
were among^ his most habitual dishes.* 
' In the month of Augjost, 1785, Frederic made a 
Journey, as usual, into Silesia, for the.purpose of re- 
viewing his troops. On the 24th of that month he 
attend^ (heir man<BUTres during a very heavy rain, 
which -continued ' for many hours.! He refused to 
put on a cloak, and returned at length, after the busi- 
ness of the day, to his house, wetted quite to the 
skin. His health immediately suffered by this im- 
prudent exposure, and he returned to Potsdam 
feverish and unwelL His accustomed- activity pre* 
vented him from taking either the repose or the 
remedies Ihat were necessary for his condition; 
and on the 18ih of September his state was ren- 
dered still more precarious by an attack of apoplexy. 

. From this he was recovered by means of violent 
remedies ; and the restotation of his faculties was 
marked by the energetic and characteristic words, 
^ Be silent ;'* which were the first he uttered, and 
were addressed to those of his attendants who had 
witnessed the seizttre.| 

During the autumn the fever left him, but was 
succeeded by a hard dry cough ; which continued 
through' the winter, and was sufficiently violent to 
disturo his sleep. As during all this time he refused 
to submit to the diet or the discipline which his 
medical attendants advised, he became .gradually 
worse;^ His strength diminished; his legs began 
to sweU; and an almost constant oppression ou'his 
chest prevented his lying long in a recumbent pos- 
ture. He therefore gave up almost entirely goinf 
to bed, and was accustomed to pass his days and 
nights equally in an arm-chair. At the same time, 
the gout, which usually afflicted him periodically in 

* MBrabflitt, Hlstoire Seerste d» la Coar de B«rtin. 

I Oriiwwrd, Tftbleaa de U Vie et da Regne de Frederio lo Grud. 

i Mirebeao, Hietoire SeereCe de te Cour de Bertin. 

i OriuMMrd, Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Frederic la Qnuid. 



/ 



:8iO tin ia rtEDBRio n. [1786. 

titt'suittmiiy but at the sam^ time formed a yesX by 
which nature in his copstitution reUeTed herself, re- 
tutoed no more ; and his nigbt perspirations^ which, 
ddriillg his whole life, he had always found of the 
greatest servicie to his health, entirely disappeared. 
From the moment that this symptom of decay be- 
«%me manifest, Frederic appears to have thought 
very ill of his 6vm condition. He was accustomed 
to answer despondingly, when fresh remedies were 
suggested to him, *' Ah, if my perspiration could but 
•return!?* 

During the spring of 1786 nature appe^srs to have 
made an ^ort^to rdieve the suffering monarch. In 
the monthr of April he became perceptibly better, so 
much so l^at t)n the 17th of that month he went to 
Sans Souci ; where he took up his abode, never again 
to leave it. Shortly after this he made several at- 
tempts to ride on horseback, thinking that that kind 
'Of exercise would be of service to him ; but his in- 
creasing weakness obliged him to give it iip, and to 
confine himself to a garden-chair, in which he was 
wheeled about his gardens. Still, however, under all 
his' sufferings, Frederic continueNd to Execute, with 
extreme punctuality and great mental activity, the 
dutiesof his station.! 

He was at this time attended by the two principal 
physicians of his court, Cothenius and Selle, and by 
the surgeon rrese.} But, with a natural wish to 
conceal the fatal truth from himself, he was dissat- 
isfied with them, for hinting t^ir opinion that his 
disease was a dropsy ; and Selle and Frese, indeed, 
suffered a temporary disgrace in consequence. He 
therefore became anxious to see some other physi- 
cians, and he sent for Dr. Zimmermanni^ of Hanoveri 

* Bssai snr la Vie et 1e Regne de Frederic n.« par PAbM DenbM. 
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whom he haid seen some years hefore» aiid T^ith 
whose conversation he had been pleased. The letter 
he wrote to Zimmermann was as follows :— - 

** Dr. ' Zimmermann,--'! have been for the last eight 
months suffering, severely from asthma. The phy- 
sicians of thia coontry give me all sorts of drugs, 
bnt which^^instead of doing me good, rather make 
me worse. The reputation of your skill, which is 
spread tlu'ough the north of Europe, makes me wish 
that you would pay n\e a fortnight's visit, in order 
that I may considt you respecting the state of my 
health. You of course undetstand that I shall pay 
for your journey, as well as all other expense^. If 
therefore you consent to my proposal, I will send a 
letter to the Duke of York, who I am sure will 
readily give you permission to come here. I pray 
God to take yon under his holy and sacred protec- 
tion! '^Frbdmuo.* . 

" Fbtidaiii, (kh Jane, 1786 » 



CHAPTER IV. 

2iii|neraMnn*t Amount of tba State of the King of Proflfia— Hie Con* 
veraattone with biro— Zimmemann leaves bim— Frederic's Letter to 
tbe Ihichese of Brunawick— Mirabeau'e Account of the last Days of 
FraJerie, and of hhi Death— Heraberg'a Testimony respecting his 
PaMence and Laboriouaness dnring his niness^Beiigioos Letter ad* 
dressed to Frederio^Frederie's Will and Funeral-^Mlrabeau's Char* 
Bcterofhini. 

ZiMAiEiiMiLNN arrived at Potsdam on the S3d of 
June, and continued there till the 12th of July, pay- 
ing the king two visits- daily. In his first interview 

Hanorer in 17d9. He published many works, as well on medical as on 
other sahjeets ; bntis now chiefly known by his very popular book, en- 
titled " Btta^t on Solitude^ which has been translated into ywaaom 
langnages. 
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with Frederic, the latter asked him, ** Doctor, can 
you cure roe 1" — ^* I can relieve your majesty,'* was 
the prudent repjy of the physician. Kven this last 
promise was difficult, however, to be accomplished, 
for Frederic frequently refused to taKe the doctor's 
prescriptions, while he. was, at the same timeiinore 
unruly than ^ver respecting his diet* In his con- 
versations also with Zimmermann, which have been 
published, he dwelt much more upon Uterature and 
mdifferent; subjects than upOn the symptoms and 
remedies of his own immediate complaints, which' 
he would hardly allow the doctor to touch upon. 

Zimmermann thus describes -the appearance of 
the king in his first interview with him at Sans 
Souci : — ^^ When I entered the apartment of the king, 
I found him sitting in an elbow-chair, with his back 
turned towards that side of the room by which I 
had entered. He had on his head a large hat very 
ipuch worn, ornamented ^ith a plume of feathers, 
ecu ally ancient ; and his dress consisted of a cloak 
of sky-blue satin, all bedaubed and tinged of a 
brownish yellow colour before with Spanish snuff. 
He wore boots, and rested one of his legs, which 
was very much swelled, upon a stool, while the other 
hung down to the floor. When he perceived me, 
he pulled off his hat in a very civil and condescending 
manner, and in a mild tone of voice said, ' I return 
vou many thanks, sir, for 3rour kindness- in coming 
hither, and for the speed With which you have per- 
formed your journey.' "• 

Zimmermann proceeded to examine the king 
with regard to the nature of his complaints. When 
he looked at his legs, which were much swelled, as 
well as the lower part of his body, Frederic observed, 
*'My legs are much swelled, you see; but I am 
asthmatic, and not dropsical." To this Zimmer- 
mann made an evasive answer. He then felt his 

* IntnCioDt de Frederie Boile ftiiMe avee le Doelaiir 
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pulse, which he says was fiill and strong, sn^ indi- 
cated a considerable degree of fever. He was al^so 
much oppressed in his breathing, and coughed almost 
without remission. After a little fhrther eonversa« 
tion, in which Frederic praised the Duke of York, 
who was then residing at. Hanover, and said, ** I love 
him as tenderly as a father can love a son,*** Zim- 
mermann retired. Before prescribing for his august 
patient, he wished to read attentively the written re- 
ports of his majesty's nialady, drawn up by his^phy- 
sician Selle ; and also to hear the viv4 voce accounts 
of his state from his favourite servant and hussar 
Schcening,t who was in constant attendance upon 
him. FVederic desired Zimmermann, when he 
parted from hin^, to return the next day at three 
o'clock. 

When the physician had conversed with Sch<Bning, 
and seen his correspondence with Selle, who, thou^ 
in disgrace, still received and returned medical com- 
munications on the state of the king's health, tiirough 
the hussar (and according to the opinion of Zimmer- 
mann had treated his tsase throu^out very ably), 
lie no longer felt the slightest doubt that the kmg 
was in a confirmied ^opsy. ** His face," adds Zim- 
mermann, ^ was not only emaciated and thin, but 
appeared of that pale yellow colour which always 
indicates a depravation of the fluids aud solids, and 
which, in the like cases, is always a very unfavour- 
able symptom. His hands were also discoloured and 
dry ; his belly was greatly swelled ; and his legs 
were not only^in the same condition, as much as 
le^ could be, but the swelling, as I have already 
said, extended even to the thighs. I also learned,^ 
continues the doctor, ** that the king had not taken 

* The Doke of Toric had pftid a Ttelt to Vndmic dnriiif the pnndtag 
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the remecHes prescribed for Mmi tlioi^h the best 
that could be admioisteredy and the most suitable to 
his disordto, above once or twice; and tiiat be was 
a sworn enemy to medicines of every kind, except 
to a dige^ive powder, composed of rhubarb» Glauber 
salts, and a few other iTi:l^g ingredieiits, in which 
alone he had any faith. I learned, too, that no idea 
could be formed of the exoesfr whioh the king al- 
lowed himself in his food; that his. cooks were 
obliged to season all his dishes' in- such a manner 
as was enough to destroy his stomach ; that those 
which were most difficult of digestion were his 
greatest favourites ; that he was passionately fond 
of Prussian pease, which are undoubtedly the hardest 
in the world ; that this regimen was the cause of 
those complaints and vomitings which often came 
upon him after dinner, and of those fits, of colic 
that attacked him several times every week ; and 
tl^at nobody durst venture to remonsthfate with him 
on |;hi^ subject."* 

Zimmermann's hope of being of service to the 
King of Prussia was now much diminished; but it 
became stiU more so on the following day, on whicln 
just as he w)as sitting down to dinner, he was seitt 
for in< all haste to come to the kin^. When he 
arrived he found Frederic coughing violently. He 
could not speak, and at every fit of coughmg the 
blood fiowed profusely from his mouth; and his 
respiration was so oppressed that ZSimmermann ex« 
pected everv moment to be his: last. He could not 
breathe in his chair, but was obliged to stamd up, 
which had so exhausted him that his head hung' 
down and rested on his breast. At length he sat 
down, and immediately fell asleep; but was sooa 
waked by fresh fits of coughing, which caused a re- 
newed exipectoration of blooS. This dkitressing 
scene hated half an hour, when a i^g!it fiessBHatt 

* EnUvcieiu de Frederic Roi dePnuweiywte JkMMtt 
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pf the coughing and oppression taking place, Fred* 
enc asked the doctor what he could do for him. 
. Frederic, as usual, objected to the remedies proposed, 
but .iinaUy submitted to them ; and Zimaiermann 
took this opportunity to request he might be allowed 
to cousi^dt with the king's disgraced physician Selle, 
whose t|?eatmeat of his compUints he also eulogized. 
But Frederic refused to permit this, at the same 
time dartiAg so terrible and aiigry a look at his phy- 
sician that he couldjoo longer venture to urge jbo 
unpaiaUhle a subject to him. After tills his spasms 
of coughing returned, together with a violent colic ; 
and when, Srom exhaustipn, he at intervals dropped 
asleep, the convulsive motions of his face showed 
the difficulty he had in breathing.* 

Afler four hours passed in this painful manner the 
king became better, and Zimmermaiui was dismissed. 
Jt is worthy of remark, as a proof of the anxiety of 
Frederic to perform his duties as king in spite of 
bodily infirmities and sickness, that Zimmermann 
mentions that in one o( the short intervals of his 
paroxysms of coughing, the king^ drew towards him 
a very large packet of letteis, which had been laid 
«on the table i^ar hiiin for his signature, and, with a 
trembling hand, signed them,, one after the other. 
When this task was completed, be sank back isx his 
diair, in a state of entire exhaustion. 

Tli^ next day Frederic was much better ; and, in 
consequence, had a long conversation with his phy- 
sician on literary subjects ; hardly allowing him to 
.Bay a word on medicine. It was on this occasion 
that Frederic said, '* Locke, and Newton were, of aU 
men, the deepest thinkers; but the. French under- 
'^tand much better. than the English the . manner of 
expressing things welL" He then praised the his- 
torians Hume and Robertson: and Zimmermann 
baving mentioned Gibbon, the king made him give 

fCMiHtoMteFraiterioaBi Ob Prune avvekllpetevZimnmHUiB. 
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bim an account of his lloman History, which he had 
not seen. The n^xt .day Zimmermanh atran^ed 
with the king the medicines which he was to tsS^e. 
The principal of these was the juice of the taraxacum^ 
or dandelion. W^en Frederic had heard the doctor's 
plan of medical treatment, he said again, '* You in- 
tend, then, to cure met** — ^And Zimmermann again 
tephed, "I intend to relieve your majesty, if yon 
will have patience, and allow me the necessary time^ 
A patient relieved is half cured." 

The following days were principally occupied in 
discussions with the king respecting the taraxaeum, 
the virtues of which he contested in order^o avoid 
4he.Udcing of it. At leAgth he took a dose of it; 
and, as it so happened that he was particularly well 
that day, he was much pleasiedwith the medicine, 
and in peculiarly good-humour. He conversed with 
Zimmermann respecting the Empress Catherine of 
Russia, with whom the doctor corresponded; and 
inquired respecting her health, which he affirmed to 
be bad, though Zimmermjinn assured him of the 
contrary, and that she had latterly written him 
word that '* ker health only cost her fifteen pence a 
year.** At the conclusion of this conversation Fred- 
eric said, *' I allow that the Empress of Russia is a 
woman of extraordinary genius.*' 

For a few days the taraxacum afforded relief to 
the king, though he took it irregularly and in too 
small quantities, and continued to indu^T^ himself in 
unwholesome dishes. As he became letter his ap- 

Setite increased; and at length, on the 30th of June, 
e ate the following dinner:— a large quantity of 
soup, composed of strong and extremely hot ingre» 
dients, to which he had added a variety of spices; 
then he ate heartily of bouilli k la Russe (beef dre^ed 
with wine and spirits); then of thd Italian dish 
polenta, composed of the flour of Turkey wheal 
and Parmesan cheese, seasoned with garlic and hot 
•pices, the whole fried in butter till a very thidc and 
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heavy orust is formed upon it. He concluded his 
dinner wRh a large plate of eeUpie, which was so 
liot that, as a person who wai? ai table with him ex- 
, pressed it, *^ii looked as if it had Wea baked 
m heli." . . . 

The effects of this dinner were spasnw and vomit- 
ings.. When Zimroermai^i came to him be found 
him suffering uhder these infiictions, while his coun- 
tenance bor« marks of the deepest dejection and sad- 
ness. His first words were, ** Doctor, I am* an old 
carcass, 6t only to be thrown to the dogs."'' The 
physician endeavoured to raise, the king'g isiMrits, 
but in vain ; though he seemed grateful for his kind- 
ness. The foUpwing day (July the : lst)i FVt^ieric 
was rather better, thoug:h still dejected. H€ said to 
Zinimermann, *'A few days of happiness have 
passed away very quickly •'' Zimmermann took 
the opportunity of remarking upon the king^ diet » 
but the latter turned off the conversation hy alluding 
to other matters^ The few following days the king 
was in better health, and held long and oon&dentilS 
isonyersations with his physician. 
; On the 4th of July, when the doctor saw the king 
in the afternoon, all had again ^ changed for the 
worse. He had apphed himself \o pubHc businesB 
from half-past three in the morning till seven* He 
then ate for his breakfast a plate of sweetmeats, 
composed^f sugar, white of eggs, and sour cream; 
then strawberries, cheiries, and cold meat. At 
eleven he was helped with much difficulty on hora^ 
back ; and remained riding, and frequently galloping, 
about the gardens of Sans Souci for three hour«, 
when he returned home much weakened and ex- 
)iaust6d. At dinner he had no appetite, and imme- 
diately after dinner he was seized with vomitinj]^ 
When Zimmermann came to him he was so op- 
pressed he could not talk tu him; but sent hiin 

Dda 
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away, 8a3aiig^, "Forgive me, sir; I really cannot 
spesuL.** On the 5th Of July he was again better; 
but on the 6th he had a riolent colic and indiges- 
tion, in consequence of having eaten immoderately 
of fresh eels. He, however, attributed his illness to 
the taraxacum, and began to be in very bad-humour 
with the remedy, and also with the physician by 
whom it was administered. Zimmermann was 
therefore oldiged to direct his mind to other 
subjects. . • 

On the 7th and 8th he continued in much the same 
state ; but on the latter day the physician ventured 
to tell him, " Your majesty's modt dangerous ene- 
mies are your <;ooks.*' To this Frederic replied, 
*' You cannot form any idea of my temperance. I 
only taste my food, and eat merely for the sake of 
acquiring strength.** He then, in' order to avoid fur- 
ther remarks of the same kind, began asking ques- 
tions respecting Hanover. . In the course of the con- 
versation Zimmermann, alluding to the Germanic 
Lesigue, took an opportunity of saying, "By that 
pacific league your majesty crowned all your other 
noble exploits."— •* Germany,?* answered the king, 
modestly, "is a kind of republic : it was in danger 
of losing its republican form; and it was with the 
sincerest pleasure that I saw it re-established." On 
the 9th of July Frederic was worse after dinner, in 
consequence of having eaten to excess of fresh her 
rings, and other still more unwholesome dishes. In 
spite of this he held a long conversation with Zim- 
mermann, upon political as well as other subjects. 
Before he left him for the evening, Frederic said to 
Bim, " Ypu must see how wretchedly I walk." The 
hussar in waiting was then called; and the king, 
supported by him, walked slowly and with great 
difficulty through three rooms. His respiration 
daring this exertion was much impeded ; and after 
it was concluded his exhaustion was excessive. 

On ths 10th of July Zimmermann took leave of tht 
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king, and set off on his journey back to Hanover^ 
On this day Frederic was visited by an attack of 
hemorrhoids, which had been prognosticated by the 
physician, and which^ as it afforded temporary relief 
40 the patient, had put him in^;)eculiarly good*hntoour. 
In taking leave of Zimmermann the kiu^ said, *^ I ask 
pardon ^ your patients for haying depnved them pf 
yCiUT assistance ; and I thank you for your kindness 
m staying so long with^lne. I wish you may be al- 
ways happy.** He ithen gave him a letter for the 
Duke of York, adding an affectionate message ; and 
then dismissed him with great kindness, taking off 
hid hat and bowing, and saying, '* Adieu, my good, 
my dear Mr. Zimmermann; do not forget the old 
man you have seen here,** Zimmermann retired much 
affected ; leaving the king, as he says, ^* not only in 
a dangerous, but in a desperate condition. With a 
confirmed dropsy, to all appearance an abscess in the 
lungs^ andsuen a prostration of strength that he could 
neither stand nor move without support.*** 

In returning to Hanover Zimmermann saw the 
King of Prussia's sister, the Ducliess of Brunswick ; 
and it wotdd appear probable, that not wishing to 
alarm her respecting the state of her brother, he 
gave her a more favourable, account of his, health 
than was warranted by the fact. The duchess, in 
consequence, wrote in terms of hope and confidence 
to4he\ing, who replied thus, only six days befoie 
his death: — 

'<10thAuciMt,1786 

*^ My adorable Sister, 
^The physician of Hanover must have wished to 
five you a favourable opinion of his skill; but the 
truth is that he was of no use to me. The old must 
give place to the young:, in order that each generation 
may find a place for itselL Indeed, life itself is little 

de Fntefo Bti do Fhmm avae to Dooteur /immermiMk 
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ehe than fiie witnessiiig the births and d«atb^ of 
.one*8 countrymeR. In the mean while 1 find mysell 
a Tittle easier for the last few days. My heart u 
always inriolabiy attached to you, my dear sister 
With the highest esteeiUy beHere me ever, myador 
able sister, ■ ''^ 

**Y(xsc faithful brother and servant, 

•**Fa«Dwuc.*** 

> " '* ' ■ r 

From the tinie of the d^paiiore of Dr. Zimmermaiin 
the maladv of Frederic hastened rapidly to its close, 
and the kmff became atill more unruly both as to 
medicine and diet, ^henoffered the former he used 
to reject it, and say, ^This is aU useless; it must 
come to an end.** On the I2th of July Mtrabeau, 
who was then employed diplomatically at Berlin by 
the French government, writes, ^The king is very 
ill, but not yet dying. AU is still kept in awe by 
him : he continues king, and will be so to the end}* 
On the 14th he writes again, ^^ Zimmermann has not 
been able to obtain any victory over tht polenta and 
the eel-pies. He is all over cedematous. swellings.'^ 
Again, on the 31st, *^ The dropsy is in the stomachy 
and even in the chest: the/ king knows it since 
Thursday. Some say he receiv^ the news with 
great magnanimity; others that he ill-treated tbe 
too sincere physician. He might draw on for some 
time, and even, as Doctor Baylies thinks, for more 
than a year, if he would take care of himself; but I 
doubt ms ever giving up eel-pies.** On the 27th ho 
says, '' The fine weath^ keeps the king alive ; but 
be is very HI. On Wednesday he was wheeled about 
for a few minutes in the open air in hk chair, but 
he could not bear it, and suffered much, both while 
it was going on and afterward. On Thursday he w a» 
still worse, and yesterday no better.^ On the 9l8t» 
^ Thfi king is decidedly worse ; he has had. a fjo^ar 

•iriidtFPvdHtolL 
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upon him for the last two days: this may either kill 
him or somewhat prolong his days. Nature' has al- 
ways done so much for^is extraordinary man that 
another attack of hemorrhoids may perhaps come 
and revive him. His muscular force is still con- 
siderable." ^ • 

On the 2d of August his account is Still more de- 
tailed : — " The king is sensibly better, as far as suf- 
fering goes^ when he does not move. He has given 
up the use of the taraxacum, and only takes doses 
of rhubarb. His appetite is very good, and he pre- 
serves no moderation at all upon 9ie subject of eat- 
ing. The most unwholesome' things are what he is 
fondest of. If an indigestion occtits, as frequently 
is the case, he doubles his dose of rhubarb. He is 
very chilly, and is always enveloped in pelisses, and 
covered with feather beds. He has hot been.in bed for 
six weeks, but sleeps in his chair for a considerable 
time together, and always* turned to the right side-. 
The swelling augments. He sees it, but will not„ 
perceive what It is, or at least will not appear to do 
so; but talks as if it were a swelling accompanying 
convalescence, and proceeding from previous weak- 
ness. He is determined not to die, if violent reme- 
^es can save him, but to submit to punctures and 
incisions to draw off the water ; but these the phy- 
sician cannot venture upon. Meanwhile ^is head is 
perfectly free, and he does a great deal of business.** 

On the 8th of August the account is again very 
bad : — ^ The king is extraordinarily ill : some say he 
has only, some hours to live, but this is probably an 
exaggeration. On -the 4th erysipelas appeared on 
the leg: this announces bursting and mortification. 
He has much oppression ; and the smell of the wound 
ts yery bad : the teast attack of fever would conclude 
the drama.** The 12th, Frederic was again better ; 
the bursting of the legs, and the consequent discharge 
of water, having diminished the swelling and oppres- 
«ion; ''bat the weakness was excessive, £md the 
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^tppetlte ^tw^fenm^F ▼<tfao)e«8.** On the I6ih the 
discharge of water' and the relief fiom it conlinued; 
" but feyer comes oq in the eveiUBg. . At the same 
time the appetite continues so extra/Mrdinary that the 
kmg eats every day of ten or twelve dishes at dinner^ 
each very highly seasoned ; besides at breakfast and 
supper brpa4 ^nd butter covered ^ith salted tongue 
and pepper. We* are at the last scene.** 

On that day (the 15th) he had slept» c(»trary to 
his invariable, babity til) eleven o'clock ; but when he 
iiwoke,^ spite of his excessive weakness^ he had 
gone through, his accustomed labour of answering 
letters, &c. with his secrets^es; and he haid done 
this»n<^ only without any want of attention, but even 
with a precisian and readiness of mind which would 
have been remarkable even in a sovereign in the en- 
joyment of good health. He also signed the letters 
he hadjdictated; though, his hand and his si^t.bot^ 
failing him» his signature was hsurdly more than a 
blot of ij)k» After this, however, and aftetr having 
given the word to the garrisc^u Frederic fell into a 
sort of lethargy, in which he continued till t^ next 
day, when Frederic William, being apprized of his 
situation»sent the physician Selle to visit him. Selie 
arrived in the chamber of the king at three in tfa[e 
afternoon, and found this extraordinary roan still ^ 
much alive to surrounding objects, that not having 
been sent for by him, he did not dare to make his 
presence known to him. His eyes were stitt bright, 
and his perceptions still, to a certain degree^ remained 
to him ; but bis memory failed him; and for the first 
time since he began to reign he' did not remember 
that he had not gone through the ^ecustoined labours 
of the day. The mortification which had commenced 
in his legs» and the total prostration of strength^alsa 
convinced the physician that a f0w hours would CQik> 
dude the king's Ufe. 

*lfinbem,ffi0Uiii«8eoi»ttd» la Coord* Bariia. 
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At length, on th« l7th of'Augiist, Mirabeau begins 
his iBtter with these remarkable words ^— -''The great 
event is consuimnated. Frederic WilliaiA reigns. 
One of the greatest characters that ever occupied S 
throtte is nomoie^ and one of the moert perfect 
ittoulds which nliture ever forqned or organized is 
broken.''* Fred^nc the' Second expired on the 17th 
of August, 1786, at twenty mmutes past two in the 
morning; bein^ in the seventyrfifth yew of his age 
and the for1;y-sixth of his reign. 

An eyewitness of the illness and death of this great 
monarch bears testimony to his indefatigable activity 
and application in governing the affairs of his king- 
dom during the last seven months of his life ; not- 
withstanding the painful and mortal, malady with 
which he was afflicted during the whole of that time. 
Nor was he less attentive during the same period to 
forei^ aflairs and negotiations, which regarded £«• 
rope m general or Prussia in parlicalar. In spite of 
his incursible condition^ he never ceased to give tb 
them all the greatest attention and the most continual 
application ; to read all the despatches of hie minis* 
ters at foreign courts and to dictate the answers to 
them and to his other letters, which occupied him 
every morning from four till seven o'clock : he also 
kept up a regular correspondence, with the various 
departments of foreign administration. It was thus 
that he continued to labour during seven months of 
the year 1786, to confirm his last great work, the 
Germanic League ; to interfere with effect in the tron* 
bles of Holland;' and to support his rights and those 
of his subjects against the reclamations of the city of 
Dantzic. He kept up an equally constant, and indeed 
daily, correspondence with the ministers of the de- 
partments of justice and finance ; while at the same 
time lue directed by himself, and without the assist* 
foiee of any minister or general, all his military cor* 

* ICntom, Hisloire Secrete de la Gow de Berlla. 
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teM)ondenee, dictfttkigr ^is otdera to his secretaries 
and aids-de-camp. A few days even before his death 
he explahied to the latter all the manoeuvres which 
were to be executed at the reviews in Silesia, pre- 
scribing to them with great minuteness the exact 
localities they were to occupy. At the same period 
he sent for General d'Anhalt to Potsdam, in order to 
explain to him spme extensive military arrangements 
relative to the raising of some free battalions, in or- 
der to render the ihovements of the army more easy 
in case of war* 

He also ss^w the ministers of state tloym and 
Werder, and the privy counsellor SchutZj to concert 
with them new plans for bringing lands into cultiva* 
tion, and for instituting and improving manufactures ; 
all of which he wished to have executed in the d\U 
ferent provinces in the year 1787. But that which 
he was the most anxious about was to build, at hk 
own expense, new villages in those districts where 
the farms were too large, and-where there were too 
few inhabitants. Above all, he took a singular plea- 
sure in executing a design he had formed of having 
300 sheep brought from Spain, to improve the breed 
in his dominions. As these sheep were expected to 
pass through Potsdam a few days before his deaths 
ne waited for them with much impatience, intending 
to have some of them sent to Sans Sbuci, to pay Mm 
a visits as he expressed it.* 

'* I mention these circumstances,^ continues the 
Count de Herzberg, from whom the above particular 
are .taken, *^ although they may seem minute and 
trivial, because they show in its true and most fa- 
vourable light the benevolence of his character, and 
how entirely it was occupied with objects of public 
utility. I can depose to aU that I have related with 
the greater security and accuracy, because I passed 
the last five weeks of Frederic's hfe with him at Sans 

* M^molrB historiqne mu la denUra Annie de la TtodeRndwie VL 
prleCoBtedeHenzberg. ^ 
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Souci, from the 9th of Jaly, on which day he sent for 
me^ till the 17th of August, on which he died. I caU 
to witness the Counts de Schwerin, Goertz, Luc- 
chesini, and Pinto, who saw him' with me for three 
or four hours each, day, whether (although swelled 
and af!iscted all over with dropsy .to that de^ee that 
&e could not move himself without' assistance in his 
chair, in which he remained night and day, without 
oeing able to bear lying on a bed, and though it was* 
evident that he suffered cruelly), he ever allowed u» 
to perceive the least sign or sense of pain, the mani- 
itestation of which could.be disagreeable to us; but 
whether, on the other hand, he did, not always ijre* 
serve a serene, contented, and tranquil air, and with- 
out ever alluding to his condition ; whetfher h^ ^^^ 
not always converse with us in the most agreeablie' 
and cordial manner on the news of the day, on litera*^ 
ture, on ancient and modern history, ancr'parficular]3r' 
on farming aipid' gardens, which he was always very 
anxious^ about."* 

The patience of Frederic during sickness, awd es* 
pecially durii^ his last malady, is attested by various^ 
anecdotes. His kindness to his servants during hfsr 
Own sufiQsrings was also very remarkable. He ^ 
dressed them in the mildest manner, and wa9 alwaysr 
so afraid of 'giving them trouble, that frequently 
during the ni^ht he forbore to ask for what he want^, 
leather than disturb tneir rest.f 

The King of Prussia's daily life continued to the 
end to be as follows : — Having, during the evenings 
and mornings, read the despatches of his ambassa- 
dors at foreign courts, and the reports of his gene^ 
rals and ministers, he saw, either at four or five in 
the morning, according to the (quantity of business 
he had to transact, his three cabmet secretaries,, one 
after the other ; and dictated to the one the answers 

* M6moire lilstorf que 8«r la demlAre Ann^ de la Vie de Fradeito II., 
far le Comte de Hereberg.-^Eloge dn Roi de Pnnee, par M. de Gvibeit. 
t Mittibean, Histoire Secrete de la Oour de Beriin.— vie de FNderie QV 
Vol. II.— E e 
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to be written to the ambassadbrs, and to the two 
others those to the ministers and the generals, on 
military, financial, or judicial subjects, as well as 
answers to an infinite number of letters and petitions 
from individuals ; and this with such precision and 
exactness, especially in the more complicated des" 
patches, that the secretaries had only to add the ad« 
dresses and the dates. After having finished this 
labour at seven or eight o'clock, he gave audience 
to the commandant ch .Potsdam, General Rohdich, 
and after him to his aids-de-camp, to whom he gave, 
by word of mouth, the orders to the garrison for the 
day. It was only after having thus performed his 
duties as king that he saw for a few minutes his 
surgeon, and sometimes his physician, in order to 
consult as to what was necessary to be done for his 
malady. About eleven, the society before mentioned 
came to him, and remained \Vith him till twelve 
when he dined alone. After dinner he signed all the 
'despatches and letters which he had dictated in the 
morning. He then again received his society at five 
o'clock, and conversed with them till eight, when 
they took leave^of him for the evening. He passed 
the rest of the evening in having select passages 
from the ancient authors, such as Cicero, Plutarch, 
&;c., read to him by his reader. He then perused his 
newly-arrived despatches, or took the short inter- 
vals of sleep which his sufierings permitted him. 
This eourse of life was continued till the 15th of 
August, on which day even he dictated and signed 
despatches, so well reasoned t'hat they would have 
done credit to the ablest diplomatists* He did not 
cease to perform the great functions of a king and 
minister of state till August the 16th, on which day 
he became insensible, and during the night of which 
he ceased to live ;* " exhaling his great soul,'' to use 

* The celebrated goveraor of Moscow, Coant Roatopchioe, Intamwid 
the author that he was at Potsdam when Frederic the Great died ; and 
that it wae said there that the king really died about midnight, but tlaat 
Ilia atteDdantfli aflraid of approaching or disturbing hinu did nol atcaUUm 
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the 'very words of M. de Herzberg^, * without any 
convulsive movement, in my presence, and in. that 
oMhe physician M. Selle.*^ 

The most paiilful t;ircumstance in the last sta^e 
of the life of Frederic the Great was the absence 
of those reliffious feelings which alone can cheer the 
death-bed alflce of the great and of the lowly. Zim- 
mermann says he died in a continued disbelief of 
revelation, and even of the immortality of the soul ; 
and there is, unfortunately, no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of the physician's statement. A few days 
before his death he received th§ fpllowing letter: — 

"Sire, 
" Filled as I am with respect and reverence for the 
Supreme Being, I cannot forbear from recalling, ia 
all humility, to your majesty's mind, what is the 
^eatest and most precious of all treasures, and that 
which alone can render you happy. That treasure 
is the faith which comes from the mce of God* 
The wisest of men cannot give it to nimself : God 
alone can. But the great understanding of your 
majesty will at once perceive that this important 
advantage, which alone can lead to eternal life, must 
be asked of €rod in prayer, joined with a right course 
of life, and a due meditation of the Scriptures. The 
certainty of obtaining this, God, the father of aU 
mercies, will undoubtedly give to your majesty, if 
you will acknowledge, the mediation of his blessed Son 
Jesus Christ, — ^that mediation of love and charity ; 
and if you will adopt the sentiments which it in- 
spires, and desire sincerely to have the Holy Spirit 
for yo\xr guide. Eternal happiness is worthy of 

Ida death till modi Uter. Coani RiMtolwtaiiM wa« taken in tlie momlaff, 
by one of the attendanie of Frederic, to see the dead sovereign. He \vaa 
atUl In hie arm-ehalr, and the expreeeion of hie fhce was remarkably calm 
and plaeid, tboufh much axtenoated by dlaeaae. One comer of hi« 
moath WM drawn down, whiuh the count attributed to the taking tba 
masK off his fece in order to preserve a llkeneaa of him, which was dona 
Immediately after bia death. 

* Memoirs hlatorlqne sur h demldre Annie de la Vie de Frederio I|m 
ff§r ]fi CiMDt0 do Hertberg. 



938 UFB OF nsBBRic h. [1789« 

beiag taought of. It is obtained by the grace of God 
ibr^hose who humble tjiemselves before^ him. If, 
Bays Jesus, ye are not converted, and do not become 
like little cmidren^ ye cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. The change may be difficult for your 
majesty ; but with God every thing is possible, and 
may his Uessed Son have pity upon you ! I am, with 
the most profound respect, ana the most ChrisUan 
charity, «c. &c. ' . ^ 

^ The simple and .faithful Cfanstian, 

"O. F.** 

To this appeal Frederic's only remark was, ** Let 
this be answered civilly ; the intention of the writer 
is good.*** 

One of the first acts of the new King of Pnisfti* 
1(pas to confirm the legacies of Firederie's will. Tfaos 
document was dated in 1769 ; and was w^ten, &s^» 
(firabeau, " in a lofty and oratorical tone; the toB<i 
tatoi; at l^e same time, peculiarly speejefying t^^ 
(is legacies were all made^pon his private flavi^^.''4 
Be left various stuns and annuities to the difrereqi 
members of )^ family, the largest of which was t^ii 
due beqqe?ithed to Prince Henry. Rinj^s, «nQff« 
boxes, and sets of horses to some other GenpaQr 
princes, among whom was the Duke of Brunswide; 
and the service of plate he always used tp his sister 
Amelia. The only clause of his will which was not 
executed was the one where^he directed ^himself to 
be buried near his dogs in the gardens of Samr 
Soucl,-^a last mark of his contempt for his own 
species, which had undoubtedly better been omit- 
ted. He was buried in a small chapel, in the church 
of the garrison at Potsdam ; where, side by side, 
repose Frederic and his father ; the former in a 
a cofl!n of block-tin, the latter in one of copper, and! 
equally without ornament of any kind. After the 
funeral of Frederic, his sword, which had won so 

* Entitf iens de Frederic Boi de Prmne avee le Dixsteur 2SIilimenuill|L 
tlOnbeMi,iartoinaeereted« fat Gourde BtrUn. . 
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maiiy battles, was placed on his coffin, where it Te*> 
mained till Napoleon cam^ as a conqueror to Pots- 
dam : he ciarried it away, and it was 8u)>8equentl}r 
lost on his departure for Elba. One hero should not 
surely thus have violated so interesting a relic of 
another. 

The funeral of Frederic took place on the 0th of 
September, and is described ^by Mirabeau as havinff 
been an imposing spectacle. As, lioweyer, royu 
obsequies resemble one another so muc^, the cir^ 
cumstances of it are Hardly worth detailing.* 

To attempt a laboured character of Frederic would 
be here a superfluous task. His talents, his literary 
attainments, his military prowess, his civil adminis* 
tration, the benefits he confetred on his territories, 
his errors, and his faults, are all detailed in the pre- 
ceding pages ; and if the relations connected with 
these various parts of his character and history are 
well consijlered by those who read, the instruction 
and the moral they offer will be sufficiently obvious 
without further comment. But though the author 
is unwilling to trespass longer upon the patience 
which those who have read his work thus far have 
already bestowed on him^ he thinks the fcdlowing 
energetic panegyric, stamped as it is with the most 
vigorous style of the writer, may not be deemed a 
trmute either unworthy or unfitting wherewith to 
conclude the annals of the deeds of the King of 
Prussia. 

'* Such was Frederic, for ever illustrious among 
the children of men ! Nature seemed to reserve for 
him, the extraordinary glory, that, bom upon tha 
throne, he was also in character the first of his na< 
tion aAd of his age. Equally remarkable for the 
boldness of his conceptions, the sagacity of his un- 
derstanding, the energy of his prudence, and the firm* 
ness of his character, we are at a loss which to ad» 

t Mkabfliii, Histoire Secret* de la Coiir do Berlin 

£eS 
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mire th9 moBtyhja varied taientsr his profound judg^ 
ment^ or his gteiti mind* Brilliani as ^e was, bo!)^ 
from his physical aod nu>ral qualities, strong as his 
own Will* beantiful as hts genius, active even to a 
prodigy, he perlectisd and completed all these ad- 
vantages, and became not Jess eminently the work 
Of Jtts own exertions than that of i^ature. Born 
yidding, he rendered hin^eif rigid. Absolute with 
the most terrMe impatience, he became tpleraiit and 
patient even to forbearance. Hasty, ardent* mipet* 
uous, he made hiinself ntoderate, calm, reflectugA 
His deslitty wa^ sueh, that events turned to his aa« 
vantage frequently b^ his own good conduct, bul 
sometimes also in spite of his faults ; while every 
thing in him, even the tribute ox errors which ha 
paid to the weakness of human nature, bore the im-> 
paness of his greatpfsss, his originality, and his invin« 
eible cfaaracfisn ' Never was mortal man so com'* 
pleiely constituted for command as he* He seemej 
to believe himself the universal ^pul of the wpr] 
and that the rest of mankind had only a sentiei 
perception, a^rl of animal instinct, more or less 
mgenious. He therefore' contemned tnemrsnd yet 
he laboured nnceashigly, according to hi^ opinions 
imd knowledge^ to promote their happiness. Thus 
the extreme justness of his understanding did more 
to render him equitable and benevolent than is evei 
done by the doubtM feelings of kindness wliich are 
engendered by sensitive hearts. He knew but one 
passion^-^glory ; and vet he was the enemy of flat- 
tery : but one ta8te-*-himself ; and yet hie whole lifo 
was spent in serving others : but one oci^upatioip^ 
and that was his lioble profession as king* . He pero 
formed the duties of tbos, with the most inimitable 
perseverance, tor forty-six years without interrupt 
tion, till the day whidi preceded his resigi^ and 
simple death ^^^after eighteen months of pain anq 
suffering, which had never drawn from him a singjLe 
complaint.''* 

* Ifinbeaa, De la MootnUA Pnmifnni 
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4CADB1CT, Boyal, of SciMcet and BellM Lettres. fettored by t^radeflk 
iSSO. 

4chmet Effendiy ambassador firom M natapba 01. to Frecleric, a. 1X16. 

^ur-£a-CAapc//«, Feace of, i. S08. 

Akakia, Dr. diatribe of, a satire on MtopettiilSy.by Voltaire,! 350. S4i- 
tiod of aeizad and burnt, 350. ' 

Albert 9f Saxonjff Prlnc«, arrives witb reinforcemehts at Freyberg |M 
late» ii. 105. 

Alonunoy one of Frederic's ftevourite greybodnds, il. 208. 

Algarotti^ corresponds with Frederic, i. 164. TVavels \vitb him» 180. 
One of bis chamberlains, 345. His remark on tbe Englisb mode of 
making war and peacsi ii; 107. 

Amelia^ sister of Frederic, bar ill-starred attachment to Baron Tren^, 
i. 367. Pisociiresliis reiease fl-om.long impdaonmSnt, 368. Bar 
premature decrepitude, ii. 217, 216. 

Anuterdam, Frederic's yisii to, 1. 37QL 

AneUoHy Swedish fortress, uken by General Canits, U. 119 

Andre^ instructs Prince Frederic in religion, i. 37. - 

AnhaU-Dessau^ Prince of, conspires with- Grumkow against Frederle 
lyilliam and his son, i. 3(K Detected,' but restored to thvour, 34. 
Fresident of a court-martial to try Prince Frederic and Katt, 84. De- 
clares him innocent, and warns the court against a contrary sentence, 
4b. Frederic William's dying bequest.to, 171. Repels the Austrians 
lh>m Silesia, 948^ . Operations agaipst tbe Saxoni, 270. Letter of 
Frederic fh>m Lusiatia, 272. Reduces Leipsic, 273. Victory of Ket- 
eelsdorf, his last exploit, 274. Wounded and takeu prisoner at Hocfc- 
kircben, ii. 106. 

Anhalt-Zerbst^ Princess of, afterward Catherine II., her marriage wiQi 
the Grand-duke Peter, i. 237. See Catherine 11 

Awut Empress of Russia, civea pecuniary aid to Frederic, 1. 140 
' ■ , Princess, daughter of George n., married to the Prince of Nasecu 
and Orange, i. 63. 

AmpQchf Margrave of, married the PHnoess Frederiea of FruealiL 
i. 59. 

-«• , marmviatB of, raeaanraa Qf Frederic relative to, U. 22 ). Its 

subsequent destination, ih. 

AntirMachiavel, a work by Frederic, 1 164. 

AproBin^ with the Russians, invades Prussia, il. 36. 49. Compelled fa 
evacuate it, 58. Arrested on accotmt of his retreat, 84. 

Ar^hmholz, his view of the condition of Germany at tbe close ef the 
.Seven Years' War, ii. 900, 201. 

Arembergf Duke of, stationed near Egra, U. 35. Attacks Hie left wUlf 
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«r the PniMlani wi HoebUreliBn, U. 107. Defteted 'bi WOoMb, 
ii. 13S. 

Arenrifergf taken by the hereditary Prince of Bninswick, U. 199. 

ArlinfUniy Uuly, ekecch of her character, i. 40. 

Amaud, Baeulard d*, reeoimnended to Frederic by Voltaire, L SBL 
Who obtaioa hia remoTal (torn Potsdam, 348. . Remlled, ii. 907. 

Arnold, the mUler, hie appeal to Frederic, i. 209-S96. 

Au^^tui William of Praesia, Prince, liia marriage, I. 390. 

Atu^uttus /!., King of Poland, splendour of his court at Dresd^, i. 40. 
Hiseharaeler,»». Visiu Frederic Wilifam at Berlin, 51. Intereedat 
• fbr the prince, M. Dies, 146. 

Avgustut Ill.t Elector of Saxony, deeted Kinc of Poland, i. 147. 
.Hostile to Fradertc, 10^. Conference of Frederic with, at Dresden, 
tU. Befhses the imperial dignity, 900. Retires from Dresden to 
Prague, 872. Offers of peace firom Frederic, 977. Remonstratea 
agamst the passage of the Prussian troops, ii. 10; Retires flrom 
Dresden, 13. Conduct of his queen, 19. Resides at Koonigstein, 91. 

. Frederic allows him an escort to Poland, 29. Dies, 900. 

AmUc Council, declare Frederic « rebel, ii. 18. He answers by a battle 
with the Austrians at Lowositx, t6. 

Austria, eonseqoenees of the death of the Emperor Charies VI., i; 190. 
Claims of Frederic on Silesia, ift. (Bee Frederic.) VITar, 193. Peace 
eomsluded at Breslau, 910. Secret overture of Pranee to, discorered 
by him, 217. Treaty of Worms, 996. Accession of Holland to the 
alliance between England and Austria, ib. Hostilities renewed, 936. 
Peace of Dresden, 978. 989. Prepares fbr war, 309. Hostilities ex- 
cited against Frederic by her and Russia, 379. Treaty of alllanea 
with France. 378. New treaty, ii. 118. Rejects a proposition of Lord 
Dale, i88. Invited by Russia and Prussia to participate in the spolia* 
tion of Poland, 991. Territory acquired by, in the partition, 999. 
Designs in Silesia frustrated by Frederic, 968. An army prepared to 
seize Bararia, on the death of the elector, 963. 

Auttriaast beaten at Moll wits, 1. 199. Defeated at Czaslau, 914. Orer^ 
run Bavaria, 210. Peace concluded, 916. Conclude peace with Fled- 
aric at Dresden, 278. Def^ted in thii^ttle of Prague, ii. 40. Gatai 
the battle of Breslau. 74. Defeated at Lissa, 77-79. Attack the Pnw- 
•ians at Hochkirchen, 107. Besiege Dresden, 119. Retire on the a»> 
proacb of Frederic, ib. Takf Dresden, ISO. Besiege Glatz, 14S. 
Beaten by Frederic at Liegnitz, 199. Beaten at Torgau, 163. Fall 
back on Dresden, 167. Treacherous attempt to deliver Frederic into 
their hands, 180. Beaten at Burkersdorf, 190. With the army of the 
empire, beaten at Freyberg, 194. Conclude an armistice with the 
Prussians, I96. Peace of Hnbertsbourg, 199. Driven fVom Jcgem- 
dorf, 980. Attack by Ellrichshansen repulsed, 989. Withdraw fh>m 
Olats, 283. Their attack on Neustadt, 984. Suspension of arms, 
and peace of Teachen, 289. 

Balbi, Colonel, accompanies Frederic Into BoUand,-!. 970. HU «ran 

at the siege of Ollmutz, ii. 89. 
Bamberg, seized by the Prussians, ii. 197. 
Bareith, hereditary Prince of, marries the Prineeas Wilhdminaof Pn»- 

■ia, i. 190-129. 
■■ , Margrave of. dies without male bdrs, 11. 999. Measvna of 

Frederic relBtive to the margrsviate, 996. its sabaequsBt 



Asrdlk, Ifargnvlneor (Frederica Sophia WUbelnihia), eldett tlMflrof 
Fradnrie the Great, I Vi. Her ilhien, tt. The queen propoMe hef ' 
numrfafe to Frederic, Prince of Walce, 88. Her aketch of the Eiit-. 
.Ijah court under George I., S9. Describee the unhappy lift of xM 
/ fTaaeian royal fhmily, 5S. The conatcmqtloh of the queen on flie 
vreat of Prince Frederic, 74. liCtter from him to, 83. She contlnuaa 
10 disgrace after the khi; and queert are recbnciled, 118. Altercatioo 
reapecrtog her inarria|e, 190. The Idng wills her to espouse (be 
Tnnee of Barelth. ib. Her fnotivee fbr consenting, 131. Her letter 

. to the queen, 198. ITer marriage, 1128. Departs ibr Bareith, Iti. 
Bnga^ in negotiaMon with the Gardhial Tencln and Vtftaire, 11. 88 
Frederic's sehuments on her death, 1 ip. . 

Aorr, OonlMeratipn of, U. 9«3. (8ee PMond.) The coOlMeratae hf. d»> 
ehure Stanislaus dethroned, 917. 

Bandarft combat of, ii. 60. . 

BoMtioHit Abb^, a aomuanfoii o^ Fredfcrie, fl. ^. Aceoont ot, Ml ' 

Jkm£»iK,lneethig cT Frederie aitd Us l>roiher ar, it. S9. 

Baoaria, negotiations with, 1. 903. Tpeaty with Frederie, 908. Army 
quorclUBe on Vienna, 98i^ The elector elected emperor, 910. His sub- 
sequent ndsforcuiiee, it. tUs death, 911. The margravlates of Ba- 
relth aud Anapach assigned t^ in the reeent divisiotis of Europe, fl. 
, 996. Death ef the elector oC SW9. Dia eoUateral snd eventual heirs» 
du Claim of the Elect^ess-dowager of Saxony, and of Joseph If., ft. 
The states comptaln to the Diet of Batlsbon, 964. Arrangement's n- 
apeeting. at the peace of Tesdien, 986. 

■* Bayard, Knights <ftf'' a socie^ hutltutaT by Frederie, 1. 101 ^ 

BeauveaO, Marquis, remarlr of Frederic to, bn marchtag into Sileal^ L ' 
191 

Beck, General, Frederick ofylnionfof, U. 930. 

AkBd^fc, Marshal, ambassador at the diet, 1. 90). Bent to conclude n 
treaty with Frederic, a. His intenrlew with Frederic an the trea^ 
With lilaria Theresa, 911 Taken prisoner, 941 

AenescAott, Daun retreats to, 11. 42. 

BiTf and Jvlien,d'npnt&li successfon ot L 188. Settled, 190. 

Berlin, peace of 1742 concluded at, 1 318. €iyll and Military School; 
999. Academy uf Sciences, 330. Siehoolof Faiotln{r,93I The town 
laid under contribution by General Baddick, ii. 59. Eelteved by 
Prince Maurice 6f A-nhalt-Desaaii, ik. A^ken by the Russiana and 
Aostrians, lfl9. Eraciiated, 180. Ketum of Frederic m,at thepiiao0 
or Hub^rtsbouiY,' 909. fiaift founded by him, 903. Magnlfleefil 
niUtary hospital, 906. FMiclcal iWedom of speech and printfaBf 
at,8!rr. 

Bernie, Abbd (afterward cardtoal), the lorer of Madame de FompadoiQi;^ 
shares with her the French gcrrammeut, 1. 379. Made minister fbr 
ftfreign aflhtrs, fl. 88. Fdinma the treaty of alUaooe between Fraooa 
andAuMria,118. 

Beetuckef, Russian chancellor, djagriKed, U. M. 

Betenif Princess of, married to fMeric, 1. fSl-lSS. Hla suhseqAaiif 
neglect of her, 135. 

■ ■ , Prince of, commands a corps of Frederick army, 11. 36. Deftltt 
Ktanifsegf at Reichenberg, 37> Sent to check Daun, 49. A iter com- 
hli at Qinitx retires into Slleela, 60. Loses the battle of Breslau, 79 
lb tAen prisoner, ib. Reinforced by Frederic at Reiobenbara, 199, 
Eefll to DTOteet Silesia, 194. Concludes an armistice wUh LaadOQ, il 

Mickt, t fiiTowita grsyhoQttd of Fraderic, tt. 996. 
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Biren, Duke of Courland, advances money to Frederic, 1. 140. 

tohed to Siberia, 100. 
Ua9pU, Madame de, partially diicloees a eonairiraey againat Frederic 

William and hia son, i. 32. Impriaonedt and the conspirators restored 

torarour, 34. 
BokemiOy Elector of Bavania crowned King of, 1. SIQ. Entered by the 

Pmsaiana, 390. Operations in, 961. Entered by Schwerin, ii. 11. 

Entered by Prince Henry of Pnusia^ during the winter, 120. Hiatoi^ 

of the War of, in 1778, when written l^ Frederic, 222. 
Boizat Count, ftrms the cttstoma of 9axony in coDjunction with Francis 

L,l.873. 
Joac, General, anrrenden Dresden to Frederic, {. 976. 
Bomut^ Bishop of Meaux, the peooeflil dulness of bis chapter impm- 

dently disturbed, i. 347. 
Botta^ Marquia, his misaiOD from Vienna to Berlin, !. 103. 
Brandenburght predeoesaors of Frederie the Great in tliat deetorate, 

tUktije charactera, i. IS. 
•^— , house of, their rigbta ;o the Boyarian fiefe, ik 969, Ma* 

moira of the Hoose of, when written and published by Frederic, 321. 

Superior to. hia other writiuga, 232. 

-, Charlea, Margrave of, left to cover Silesia, U. 06. 



Brankamp, Fredenc's visit to the house of, at Amsterdam, i. 370. « 

Brauih Field-marshal, defeated by Frederic at Lowoeita, ii. 18. Ba- 
treats, 20. Fails to relieve the Saxona at Pima, 23, 33. Ordered to 
march on Dresden, 35. Dies after the battle of Pragne, 40. 

Bnad anppUed to the army, Frederie'a conduct when it had proved bad, 
I. 824. 

BrtnianOf Marahal,.Frederic*8 opbiioa of, H. 330. 

Bn$lttUj taken by the Pruaaiana, i. 104. Garrisoned by Prussian ^oops, 
906. Tr^y of peace ngned at, 316. Accession of Saxony, 317* 
Battle of, ii. 74. The town taken by the Auatriana, 76. Betaken by 
the Pruaaiana, 83. 

BreUuil^ M. de, commnnifates the empnaa-queen*a aatisftction witfi 
the Piuaaian ultimatum, U. 384. 

Brug^ taken by the Prussians, 1. 903. 

Brix, town of, taken by the Pruaaiana, ii. 983. 

BrogliOf F. M., Marahal, paralvtic, i. 813. Frederic^a letter to, 918. 

, Victor Francia, Kfarsnal, as French ambaaaador in Saxony, 
fkila of provoking the Pruaaiana to inault him, ii. 80. Leavea Dre^ 
den for Warsaw, ib. Beaton at Minden, 138. Hia operationa in 1760^ 
160. His succesflftil sortie ftt>m Gottingen, ib. Operationa in 1761, 
174. Beaton at Hohenower, ib. Separated ftom tte Prinea of Si^i- 
biae, 179. How deterred ftt>m entering Hanover, ib, 

Bnmbergy great canal of, reaumed by Frederie, U. 908. Complete^ 
uniting the Oder and the Vistula, 857. ^ 

BrvM^ Ck>unt, long prime-miniater at Dreaden, 1. 911 (nof«). Frederie, 
•t Dreaden, viaita hia palace, 977. Hia palace not proteotad by nrod- 
eric, U. 17. 

Bninawidc^ Duoheaa of, PhiUppina Charlotte, U. 813. Her obameler, 
916. Frederie'a letter to, 319. 

, herei^ury Prince of (afterward duke), serves under hia 
vncle. Prince Ferdinand, ii. 66. (See ftrdmand of Bnnumiek.y 
I/oads a reinfbreement to Frederic at Freyberg, 136. &ia aueceas wti 
Oobfbld, 138. Hia aMe retreat from Oorbacb, 106.* DiaaiI|ai9lMA 
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klmself in Frederic's letreat to Scbattlar, 277. Stationed at Troppao, 
$79. His saciiesafVtl attack on the Attsrrians, ttl. 

Bwutelutitz, Prederlc*f strongly-intrenched camp at, ii. 177. 

Rurkersdorff success at, announced to Frederic by a wounded soldiet) 
i. 335. Camp of, advance of Frederic to, ii. S74. 

Btusy. M. de, comes to England 4o negotiate a peace, ii. 180. 

0ufe, Lord, minister of George III., his mlaerabie foreign policy, iL 170. 
His proposal to the Emperor of Russia indignantly rejected, 187. 
That to Austria coldly declined. 188. Negotiates with France, 
189. He and his cabinet desert the interests of the King of Prus- 
sia, 197. . 

BiUturlint his Junetion with LaudoQ, ii. 170. Marches towards Col- 
berg,l78. ^ ' 

Canitz. the only German ^writer whose worlcs pleased FredenC) il. 

— : — -^, General, takes the Swedish fortress of Anclam, ii. 1 19. 
CtfprcL, Andrea, a recruit of Frederic Wil^am's guards, expense of pro- 

curing, i. 10. 
Ceormer^ Af. de, appointed chancellor by Frederic, ii. 309. 
Carolinti Princess of Wales^ her character slcetcfied by th^ Margravine 

of Qareith, i. 39. 
Carteretj Lord, his negdtiations in 1743, i. 237. His character, ib, 

{note). 
Caasel^ besieged by Prince Ferdinaild of Branswidt, 11. 173. Taken 

by him, 190. 
Catherine IJ» Princess, of Anhalt-Zerbst, het marriage,' i. 338. Em- 

Sress of Russia (^n the dethronement and murder of hei' husband, 
'eter lit., ii. 190. How affected on jeading the correspondence of 
Frederic with hhn, 191. Decides on neutrality, 192. Obtains the 
promotion of Count Stanislaus Poniatpwski to the throne of Poland, 
909. Dissatisfied with Stanislaus, S43. FQments disturbances in 
Poland, ib. Her project of a northern league disliked by Frederic, 
lb. Barbaritiesof her troops and the ZatM^vians, 344. Her gene- 
rals successful against the Turks, 340. Her conference with Prinee 
Henry of Prussia, 347. Her remark to him on Poland, 248. Con- 
vention of 1772 between tier and Fr^eric, 390. Disposed to check 
the views of Austria respecting Davaria, 30{^. Agrees to support 
Frederic against Austria, 378. Sendi a declaration to Vienna, 380. 
Her mediation sblicited by that court, 381. Favours a project of Jo- 
seph n. relative to Bavaria, 307. Frederic's opinion of her genius, 
310, 

Ctnaors'k^of the Press tn the Pniflslan dominions, 11. 337. 

Charles F/., Emperor, one of the godfluhers of Frederic, i. 19. His 
letter of remonstrance to Frederic William respecting his son, 9!i. 
The king's answer, 87. Letter to, ftom the pnnce, 88. Summons 
the princes of the empire against the aggressions of France, 147. 
Oonseouences of his death, 190. 

Charles YlLy his destitute condition at Frankfort, i. 239. His death, 
949. 

Charles XII., of Svireden, refuses to deliver Stettin to the King of Prus- 
sia, 1. 33. His flight fh>m Stralsund, 24. His death, ib. (X>nsidera- 
tions oh the Character of, a work by Frederic, 109. 

Charles Theodore, Elector Palatine, collateral heir to the Elector of Bfr> 
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Yiria, It. 909. Siueeedfl lUm, and gtVM tip two-Chtndt tff lib 4Bet- 
orate to Austria, 803. Bf iaalon of Gooat GoerU flfora pRdwie to. d. 

Ckarlotte, of M«cklenburgh 9trelitz» Prineets, writes a cwiclUnf letter 
to Frederic on the ravafea qf lUa troops, it. 131. 

Cka9(a, a eompanion of Frederic, i. 197. 190. 

CheateriUld, Lord, amfaoasador at the Hagiie, raftues to flTe op JCetlli 
to a Praasiaa officer, L 7S. 

ChouetU, Duke ot, conciodea a new treaty between France and Amfria, 
U*. 118. AdvantMeoue to the empreaa-qQeeo, 1]9l Iffia- retaliatory 
terses on Frederic, 141. Written by Pallsaot, ib. (note). Bis eoiis- 
aaries excite lesisiancs to Russia in Poland, Sii. And atimnlate 
Austria and Turkey against Catherine, ib. DriTen out of office by 
Madame du Barry, 940. 

Chotutitz^ or Czatlau, battle of, L 914. 

Cireles^ army of the, the troops of the empire so eaUed, It. 90. DeAated 
at Rosbaeb, 63. Sent agaiQst Torgau and Leipaie, 11& (See Em* 
vire. Army of i the.) ' 

Ctvil and Military Schoolj establlalied by Frederic, i. 399. 

Cle/eld^ General, beaten by the Hanoverians and Ruasians, U. 171. 

dement XIV-^ abolishea the .Society of the Jesuita, ii. 930. 

Clermontf Count, obliged to evacuate Hanover, il. 79. EvaeoatM 
Qninswiek Wolfenbuttle and Hanover» 87. Repasses the Rhine, ib. 

CtfvM, illneiw of Frederic William at, i. 140. The French take pos- 
session qtj U. 99. 

CUuter-Seven^ convention of, ii. 90. 

Cs»en2«2, Count, negotiator for Amtda at Teschen^ IL 980. 

Coeeefi, Frederic's chancellor on his accession, 1. 177. Assists F)«d* 
Mjc In reforming the laws, 300. Compilea the Code Frederic, JSl. 

(the son), his viait to Berlin, Incognito, 1. 398.^ 

Coekiusy Frederic William's chaplain, attends his deatb-bed, L 171. 

Cotnag-e, restoration of; by Frederic, U..904. 

Coibergy bombarded by the Russians, ii. 109. Attacked by the Rosilaim 
and Swedes, 198. Siege of, by the Russiana, 181. 

Collenbaeky negotiator for Auatiia to oondnde peace with PhnalA, U. 
108. ' 

Cologne^ the French take possession of, If. 9i^ . 

Colonies established in the Phissian dominions, L SIS. . 

Covid^, Prince of, beaten at Johannlsberg by the hereditary Piinos of 
Brunswick, ii. 100. 

Oonristory, Grand, choice of dergynen delegated by Tniuic to, L 

914. 

Oontadett M. de, succeeds the OooiU «f dermoDt in coiDin8id,.fi. US 

Beaten at M inden, 198. 
gonti. Prince of, hia suecessea in Italy, L 9f7. Operations so the Main, 

907. The Prince de Ligne'a character of lOm, given in coaTersttkm 

with Frederic, U. 331. 
^btuky retreat of the Prince of Bnmawiek flrom, U. 108. 
forneoy soversianty of, oflfored to Frederic^ L 300. 
Soeaoeko, rebellion of, suppressed, ii. 995. 
Sotheniuty Fredericli physidan, U. 810. 

Cmn, Archdeacon, his remark on. the panltion of Poland, 11. 999, 9S8. 
Oraeowy town and citadel adied by (he French auxiliariea of the PMUh 

eonftderatoB, ii. 390. Their anrrender to the Rusaians, ib. 
CramnuTy M. de, aucceeded FOrst aa ehanedlor. 1. 178. RsmodalM 

the Code FrederiCyTn, 
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Oictoi, palatinate of, obtained by PrUMla, U. Sdl. ^ 

XhtmberUmd, WUliam, DuK» of, ffiatlngttialMd himaelT at DttttafHh L 

SM. I>efeated at Baatenliedk, 11. 80. Oaplta^alca tn ChMler* 

Iteiren, Ifr. 
Oitffrtii, Prince Frederic impriaoned at, i. 81. Bombarded and btaml 

■by the RtMsiana, H. 97. fnd«Tie*s addijeaa tb tlto InhabUama, 101 
C»i»/a«, battle or, i. 1 14. 
CxmstokoWf Fbliah fbrtreaa, taken p da b ea akm of by tfee A«»trlaM,fL 

848. 
<!tMnitidk<, Ma ramarit on the loytftir of ?red«tk)*a lokdleM, 1. iOft Ila> 

eroaaea^tbe Oder, ii. 197. Joina Tottlebeii naar BerlDi 109. CMarad 

Id Withdraw hie traopa Into Poland^ 180. 

■fi'AftttMBarr, Tlatla Firedefic at Berlin, n. 900. Letter or Fivdavte to, 
erincinf a monMotary diagnat with Freneb litemtwiB) 004. ^ 

PAnkdU, General, ramarii oT Frederic on, il. sn. 

Jktnish troopa In Emgllab pay afainat Frederic, 1. 000. 

tkuUziCt territory otftntw^A by thetroopaof Frederie, il. 980. Baaaum 
Oaaifned fbr thlo inTaaion, i». Frederic aaxhwa to obtain, b«ti re 
'tnieeia ita independence, 9il. 

t^ArgerUt correeppnda witb Frederie, ll 104. Ohtunberlain to talm, 04i. 
Epiatle oT Frederic to, in hia reveraea, 11. 00. Letter to, aAer tbo 
battle or Liegnits,' 104. Atiother, in Wbieta be meditmaa aaidde, 100. 
Letter to, on the peace oT Rttberuboarg , 190. 

pArgetf a eeeretai^ or Frederic, i. 046. 

'htttiMtaitt a princeaa or> married to the Qrand^alM Pa«l, 11. tOT. 

lyAmaudt Baculant, recalled to. fVederto'a court, ii. O07. (Sea Af* 
nauA) 

DauHt Coant, the Auatrian general, opppoed to Fivderic, il. 30. March* 
blO tojoin Prince Oharlea at Prague, retreata to Baneachau, 48. ]>•> 
'Ibata Firederic at Kolin, 44. Puranea Prince William or PrwMia, OS* 
tleceiYed by Frederic'a march into Moravia, 88^ Delbata the Pr«a* 
lAniB at Hochkircheta, 104-:i08. Accorda honovrable borua to the 
aorpae or Keith, 109. Seizea the atrong camp or Pima, 110. Bo> 
aiegea Dreaden, tfr. Takea poet oppoalte Fredaria, near Landah«l> 
131. Retiree to Bttdlaaln, 131. Takea poat behind Plaoen, 113. Co- 
vara Dreaden, 140. Obligee Frederie to retire fhmi Drewden, 141. 
After the battle c€ Llegnfu retirea behind SchwMnlts, 107. Baaiao 
at Torgau by Frederic, 160-105. Dialodged by Frederie ftonft Bvrkara- 
AHf, 190. Failnre o€ the attack directed againat the PnnalaM «t 
Beichenbach, 193. Frederic'a opinion oT, 980. 

IkmStrmond^, taken' by the French, i. 867. 

Benhqf^ General, votea (braparing the life or Priaee Fndarie, 1. 84. 

Deninoy Abbd, his ^imate or Frederic'a expenaea in the mtmn yawi* 
trar, ii. 900. Accbnnt or, 300. 

Benehauy Generalj appointed to interrogate Prince Frederic, i. 80. Bo 
alone, or the court-martial, inclined to the condemnation of him, 84. 

Dt Spaen, Lieutenant, expelled the army and impriaoned a fter Priue e 
Frederic'a arrest, 1 70. 

jyXairegat Marshal, occnjiiea Waatphaliatli. 49. Becalled after the Vic- 
tory or Haatenbeek, 96. Beaten at Wttbelmathal by Prince Ftfii* 
Hand oT Brunawick, 190, 196. 

XteCtxnf en, battle oT, 1. 994. How ealled by the Pariaiana, 9». 

Vnut'Ponts, Prince Froderte of, takea ooounaod of the arvyoTtM 
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Cifelfl% il. 87. pWin ?iiM9 Banqr 4o iHmt towarda pfmimt 

103. Sent affsinst Tonau, 116. 
2fmt>Ptmt$i Dtikeii of, eventual taeire to the aQcceeuon of BaTarta aad 
. tbe }ialalinate, ii. 9n2. How prevented flrom aigaing a convention with 

Austria, 964. Arrangementa in favour or, at the peace of Teacben, 

seti. 

■ ' ■ ■ » Duke oC (!onununi4^e» to FVcderic the emperor's plan fitf 
exchanging tbe Austrian Nethierlanda againat Bavaria, ii. 907. 

jyUmroowt^ Count, aervea under NoaiUes at I^itiMen, i. 234. 

l^ierecke and hia borpa, surrender a{ Meissen, ii. 135. 

JJtO, OotoneHr supposed lo have betrayed Glats to the Auatriaos, ii. 148. 

DogSt fVederio'aattaebuient to, ii. S^T. 

JDoykno, Count, blockadea tbe Swedes in Stralannd, ii. 86. Marebes 
againat the Russiana, flf7. Drives tbe Prince of Deux-Ponts ftoqi 
Xeipaio. 1 16. DelBohas Kleist to make bead againat tbe 8 wedea, 19S. 
Beaigna the oommand to General Wedel, 123. 

DolgorovcJcL, Prince, reinforoea Romaniow beibre Colberg, ii. 181. 

Do«jo, General, af|tointed to ilie custody of Prince Frederic, i. 70. 

Dretdm^ oonrf of, under Augustus it, i. 40. .Taken by Frederic, 976 

Peace oodeluded there, 278. Remarks on, SS6. Occupied by Fred 

eric. ii. 14. Besieged by the Austrians, 115. Delivered by tbe Proa 

'* aiaiia, ib. Tnkan by the Austriana, ISO. Bombarded by Ftod^ 

147. Delivered by Daun, 148. 

Driesen, General, hia aueceea with the cavalry at Lisaa, U. 79 

Jhi Four^ travelling name assumed by Frederic^t 186. 

Du Han de Jendun^ i. 35. (See Jendvn.) 

Dv JUouliny General, commands the vanguard at Hohanihedbevf , t 
254. Puranea Prince Gbarlea into Bohemia, 960. 

Duvalt Frederio^a oook, hia valuable aervicea, i. 161. 

Barl MARiaeHAL, 1. 800. (See Keith.) Appointed mnbaaaador to 
Fmnoe, 306. To Spain, 307. Visits England, ib. Returns to Prus- 
sia, id. Letter of Frederic to, aAer the battle of Roiin, ii. 47. I^etter 
from hia brother on the battle of Liaaa, 81. On the aiegte of Olimutx. 
80. 

Sckeraberg, retreat of the allied army to, after ha defeat at Roabaeh* iL 
64. Their flight (torn thence, 65. 

Educatiotu Frederic'a measures for ameliorating, ir 329. 

Ekrtnsckwerd, General, commands tb« Swedes in 1760, ii. 144. VEim 
operations in Pomerania, 157. 

Bliimst garrisoned by Russians, \i. 85. Trade of, begins to llooiiah 
under tbe Prussian dominion. 257. 

EUzabetk, Empress of Russia, offended by Frederic'a aaroasms on her 
habits and manners, i. 873. Her continued hostility to him. ii. 84. 
Death of, 185. 

•~ , of Brunswick, Princess, anecdote respecting, i. 311. 

SUzaMh CkriaUna, Empreaa of Germany, her niece married to Frad» 
eric, 1. 131-135. 

* ■■ , Princess of Severn, becomes the wife of Fredeiie^ 

1. 131-135. Her sister married to Prince Augustus William, h Is bro* 
tber,980. 

SUrideahaiueny repulsed Oom Jasgerndorf by Tauenzein, ii 963. 

Elpkinatone, Russian admiral, burns the Turkish fleet, ii. 346. 

Empire^ army of the, raised againat Frederic, ii. 32. Ita uncouth ap* 
ifib. Oompelied by Prince Heniy to retire from Nuremboi^ 
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191. TakM powBtdoP dfgrmt pott of itximy, 180. Beiton tty 
Prince Henry at Freyberr, IM. > ' 

Empire^ States of the, meaaaree of Fredeiie to ioereoao tbeir anxiety 
fbr prace, ii. 197. ' 

Bnglimd^ court of, diaaatisfle^ with the victory of the Pmasiaaa at 
Mollwitz, L 204. Unfriendly relationa of Preferio with, 365. M 
war tvtth IVatiee respecting America, 370. Treaty with Russia, 371.. 
With Frederic, 370. Intimate union with Prussia in 1757, ii. 8^ 
GoTemment of, becomes less friendly to Prederie, 1S7. Cabinet o( 
desert bis interests, 197. Make peace with France and Spam, Hb^ 
Prevented from oppoeinf the partition of Poland by' the Aineriean 
war, 250. 

JBsterhazy, Prince, marches towards Potsdam, U. 150. 

Bugene of Savoy, Frederic WilUam*8 contingent serves mider,-!. 147. 
He and his son Mn them, ib. Frederic's estimation of his genius, ijU 
998. 

Europe, Consideration on the PoHticat' Btate'of. a work by Fredeiie, U 
165. 

FiLOKBTKiff, Count de, Jboaph n. meeta Frederie under that name^aa 
inc<^nito, ii, 297. . 

Ferdinand of Brunswick, Prince, commands the Hanoverians on th^ 
resumption of arms, U. 71. His character, ib. (note). OperaHoM 
against the French in Lower Saxony and Westphalia, 80. His su»> 
eesses, 80, 87. His campaign of 1756, 110. Sendi a reinforoennent 
to Frederic at Freyberg, 130. , Operations against Broglio, 137. Vio- 
tofpy at Minden, 138. His campaign of 1700, 107. Beats the French 
at Emsdorf, 108. At Warburg, ib. His campaign of 1701, 179. 
Beats the French at Hohenower, 174. His neiMiew, Prince Albert, 
killed, 175. Deters Broglio from entering Hanover, »&. Winter-qnar- 
ters in Westpfaalia, 170. Hia suecessfyjl campaign of 1709, 195. Con- 
eluded by the taking of Cassel, 190. Accompanies Frederic on a tour 
of inspection through his dominion's, 200. 

of Prussia, Prince, brother of Frederie, U. 913. Inferior ia 



ability to his elder brothers, 215. 

TormoTf Count, with a Russian army Invades Prussia, ii. 85. Boma 
the town of Custrin, 97. Sueceedoj in command by Soltikoff, 189. 

Tinancey Frederic's improved system of, 1. 309. 

jn'ncA, English minister at St. Petersburg.'instrueted to raise hostility 
against Prussia, 1. 904. 

Fmeft, General, defeats Magnire at Auch, ii. 121. Distinguishea him- 
self at Kuneradorf, 197. Joina Wdnsch, and deftats the Anstrians at 
Meissen, 131. Sent with 14,000 men to Maxen, 133. Taken by the 
Austrians, 134. Subsequently turned out of the army, 135. 

, Countess, transmits Prince Frederic's writing-case to the 
qneen, after his arrest, 1. 74. 

JtiMckfinateint Count, governor of Prince Frederie, 1. 80. Dismissed, 
AT Succeeds Podevils as minister (br foreign aflbirs, 177. Mitehell'a 
conference with, on the subsidy to Prussia, 11. 172. 

jnondev, campaign of 1745 in, i. 900. 

JP^I«ury, Cardinal, Frederic corresponds with« i. 197. A letter from, t» 
Maria Theresa, diackiaed to Frederic, 918. Dies at the age of ninety, 
925 (rfote). 

ThUe, Frederic's ftvourite instrument, it 905. 

Wolari, Chevalier, reply of Froderte to Marshal Baxe reapeatiiic, L 889, 



f^mtenoy, oonaequenoes of the vieiory ai, i. 9S7, 356^ 
Jbufurf* G«i«Ml, wputoM Ik VUle ta Upper. SUMia, IL ISI. EncapipQ 
near Landshm, to obstraet the ai^p oC Glata, lift. Taken pEiaQQar> 



i^onee, nefoiiailaaa of Fifederio wUh, in 1741, 1.107, CompIaiQS'Of 
Mag abandoned tty Pniaala, 917. Secrei overture to Maria Thereat 
^iaeloacdtQFr«rieric,S18. AJllancewithPni88iaeode;319L Aiu^aiw 
to mahe the Eleeior of Saiony caaperor, 948. At war with Englaod 
reafieGitinf Ameriea, 370. Treaty it alliance with Ausiria, 378. fie- 
aiaica wwr ai^iaat Proaaiai. ii. 31. Mew treaty with Auatria, U8. 
IMspoaed to iieace with England, 144. Anxious to mediate between 
Maria Thereea and fVedmie, 197. Uaabla to <vP°m the partitiiHi off 
Poland, 9M. Oppoeea tbe views of Ahatria resprctiiut Bavaria^ SOft* 
Mediaiea taetween Frederic and the court of Vienna, S81. 

Francis, Grand-duke of Tuscany, husband of Maria Thereaa, elaaled 
aanpeior, i. 260. His ehaneter, 379. 

■ ' of Brunswick,. Prince, maintains Baratoff against the Ali- 

trians, ii. 60. Killed at Hochkirchen, 106. 

Wrm^l^^ alHaiiee Ibnoed at, i. 238. VoUaire arreated at, by PniaaMm 
^_ agents, 361. Battle of, li. 195. 
^nMc WiUimm^ tiie great EUecior of Brandenbnigh, L 13. 

^MffM, tbe flrel King of Pruaaia, bia character, i. 14. 

9iNtd$h* WiUiam the Firsts hie character and occupatiooa, {. 14. 8qo- 
eoada to the throne, ib. His tall regiment of guards, 14. Birth Of ^ia 
aon Fnedevie a year before his aooession, 18, 19. Changes ih tjtm 
eoart, 91. Internal administration of the States, 29. Joiita the tUlaa 
against GharVea XII. of Sweden, 23. Present at the siege o^ SUtl- 
aand, 91 Bia letter to the council of state, ib. ItDprov«menta ia hia 
. kingdow and army aAer the peace, 25. Conspiracy againat him and 
his aon, SO. PefiMted, 32. His illneaa, 37. Endeavours to inanlra 
hia aon with a military taste, 38. Ilia nnfonndefi Jealousy Maniat 
his queen, 42. (See Sophia Dorothea.). VisUa the King of nilaml 
at Dteaden, 40. His visit returned by that aovereigo, flL Occasion- 
ally occupies himself virith painting in oil, 5ft. Satirically named 
Bagotin, 58. Renewa his iU treatment of his family, 59. Bte cn^ 
tf ly to a oiticen% daughter of PotadaiQ, 62. Gpea with hia aon ta 
Dresden, 64. To RaJeberg, ib. Preparea to go to Anspaeh, OZ. 
piaeovera hia intention to escape, tft. Treata him as a state crimhial^ 
60. Orders the arrest or Katt and Keith, 71. Tells tbe queen \ltt 
ion ia dead, 77. Orders his imprisonment at Cuatrin, 81. Baa htm 
tried by court-martial, 84. On pia acquittal aaaembles another, whi« 
eondemns him, ib. Sparea hia life throngb the remonatraneen of 
Seckendorf, 85 ; and a letter flfom tbe emperor, i6. His answer,. 87 
Hia letter dooming Katt to death, 89. Letter to him (torn Katt, 01 
Employs MQUer to convert hia son to Chriatiaaity, 101. His letter 
aonveying ibeae ordera, 109. Second letter, 100. Frederick letter t0 
him, 114. Visiu Frederic at Cnatrin, 1 18. Ia reconciled to the qnoen, 
ib. Bestows hia daughter in marriage on tba Prince of Bareitht ItO- 
194. Receives Frederic into favoar, 190. AUacketf witb apople:qp, 
h«t recovers, 145» In person aaslata the emperor with lO.OOO meo^ 
147. Peace ooocluded. ha raturna in iU-health, 11^. Scene with hia 
valet, ib. Visits his son at Rheinsbeiig, 195. 160. Hia Jonnnv ta 
Clevea and the Hague, 16A. His last illneaa, 168. I>e»t^, 179. rt 
I|eial,i79. Ordaraleaby hhu rmmie(l„>«. 
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Wrtitrtcihe Qrtat; JrftywJweawTi^ t. ir. Hrvbtrtti, 19. DaHande 
Jewliin JU« praeeploc^ 9ft. Conapiniey against Mm and liis fltther, 30. 
Defeated, S8. Chacaeler of his fporeraors, .30. Compnleofily trained 
10 oiilttaiiT habtlB^ 38. Proposal for his marriafe -vftth an English 
ivincess, ifr. At the afo of fimrteen disliked* and ill trested by his 
Ikthsr, 43. Visits the oo«rt.or Dresden with hinn, .49. Aneeddte, SO. 
His hypochondrtscal malady -after his rstom, 99. ^Hisgovemors dis- 
missed, and others appointed, 96. His Intimacy with Katt and Keith, 
07i His (hther renews his ill treatment, i{9. 1(1. Deterniinestomake 
his escape, 03. Visits Dresden with his Ihther, 04. Again determines 
mi flight, 64, 6ft. His secret correspondence made known to the king, 
07. is treated as a slate criminal, 00. Interrogated by Grumkow 
and ethera at Mittenwalde, 80^ Imprisoned at Custrin, 81. His let- 
ter to his sister, 89. Ooiirt-martlal appointed to try him and Katt, 84. 
^Deelared innocent, bat condemned by another cour^m8rtiat, ib. His 

• letter of thanks to the emperor Ibr his inierfbrence, 88. .Paper ad- 
dressed to -him by Katt under- sentence of death. Oft. Compelled to 
wimess Katt's exeeation, 08. Papera of these aflhirs sobeequenily 

. deairoyed by him, 101. The chaplain MOIler emploj'ed to convert 
>lilm to Christianity, 101-113. His (kihei's treatment of him and his 
flriend inoreaaedJiIs tendency to Infidelity, 113. Writes to the king, 
114. Is released from tha fortress, and allowed the town of Cnatria 
, Ibr his prison, 1 1ft. DissuKled by Munchow fnm resigning his birtti- 
light, 110.' Visited, by the king, 118. Restored to (hvonr after bia 
■isler's marriage, 1301 His nnarriage to the Prineess of Severn, 131- 
18S. - And subseqaeat neglect of her, 139. His anxiety on ocMsion 

• of her illnass, 130. His manner of life and amnsemems m Rhelmh 
barg, 138. Receives pecuniary aid ftom Seckendorf, 130. Also Arom 
Russia and the Duke of Courland, 140. His letters to 8uhm, ih. Al- 
ters his signature, 149. Campaign under Prince Euaene, 147. His 
Intrepidity, 140* At the peace goes to Stettin and ^nigsberg, Iftl. 
How occupied at Rhelnsbtof , tb. VlsHed by his fttther, 195. lOa 
Character of his companions, 197-101. Institutes a society, "The 
Friends of Truth,**- 101. **The Knights of Bayard,** 103. His corres- 
pondence with celebrated authors, 104. His eariy writings, ib. Ac- 
companies his flither to Cleves and the Hague, 109. Beeomes a (Vee- 
mason,' 160. Letter to Voltaire, 167. ' Hla accession to the throne, 
ITS. Character of his ministers at this period, 177. Resources of 
the Prussian states, 176. His oeeupatiofiS and amusements, 170-180. 
Journeys of inspection, 180. First meeting with Vollaire, 187. Dia- 

Juted succession of Bierg and Jnliem, 186. Settled, 100. On the 
eath o€ the emperor enteia Silesia, 101. Breslau tiri(en, 103. Re- 
turns to Berlin, 109. Negotiations with Russia, 100. And Franco, 
10f7. Campaign of 1741, f*. Takes Glogau, ib. His condoct at 
Molwitr., 100. Again compels Neuperg to retreat into Moravia, 907. 
Interview with him at Oberaehneilendorir. Ut. Defeats the Austrians 
«t Caaslau, 914. His letter to Jordan on the victory, 919. Treaty of 
Breslau, 210. Treaty of Westminster with Georce II., 917. Cardi- 
nal Fleury's letter to Marlr Theresa disclosed to him, 918. His let- 
. tor to Broglio, ib. His wo ipeets in 1743, 993. Measures of improve- 
ment, 998. Adds Ost-Fr se to his dominions, 990. Volmire*s do- 
acrlptlon of his way of life, 931 . Negotiations, 930. His declaratJon 
against the court of Vienna, and renewal of hostilities, 937, 938. En- 
ta.«s Bohemia, and takes Prague, 980. Retreats, 949. His dUBcultisa 
iDCiHisei 944. Ganlaon of Prague ledueed, 940. Rasulla of tlM 

Ff3 



campiffli M blfm S46. MvtitoarUiTMiiMt^A. DmlboTC^Mfti 
VELaMeu^ffnofl7U»M».sn. 8ueMMB«,9SS. HMtleoTSo- 
lieBm«d)i«r|, MM its nmUMt M6. EscbsBfM eompiimenui with 
honin XV. nr tbte and the Yietory-of Ftrtitenoy, 987. Their niiNii- 
4«r»t«iidJiiif« 8S8L Advaneai inio BobMnia, 8N. Protesn anfaat 
tbe elMtioii of FraBcls» 9M. IfaHa TbcrtM ivj^ta bis properttiona 
fbr p0aoa,961. Negbtiatea with Gaone n^t*. Operationa in lo- 
baiiiia,»fr. Battle of Aoor, jMS. NefOtiatioii«,lfea8. IleaBlves mw a 
winter canipaifn, 270. Burpriaaraad deftats ti» Saxons, S73. Takea 
<3oerlitx, a*. Battle of Keaaeldorf, 9f7S. Mna the Prince of Anbalt, 
S7S. Takes Dresdaa, S76. Offers peace te tfae Saxons, 977. And 
AustFians, 278. Peaee signed^ ifr. Oetails of nsgetistions, 279. Let> 
terfhmi liOnia X V., S80. Frederic's eoaliinentary on it, 289. Hia 
answer to the French inenareh, 1B4. Remark on 'the ]>eaee of Dtea- 
, den, 285. . Writes a ** History of Us own Tlane," 286. Repairs hia 
losses caoasd by the wsr, 280. Reftnrns of the laws, ib. The Code 
Fredene^ 201 . Case of the miller Arnold, 205. His conduct en that 
occasion, 207. Bis danferoua illneas, 900. Fie|d«marsbal Keith and 
bia brother, Bart Marisehal, enter hia aerviee, ib. His' nefotiatloRa 
aoniribiita to the peace of Aix<la-Chapelli, 806. The condnctef Rna- 
sia and Austria inclines him to prepare fi»r war, 909. Plans of ame* 
Uoration in diflSarant branchea <H' hia government, ib, Pecaniary re- 
aourcee of bis kiufdan, 910. Revenue flwn excise and cusioans, 91 1 . 
. Colonies eetablisbed by htm in diliereat parta of his tenrlioriea^ 9K. 
AMiebee the servitude of the peaaanta, 919. His ebeice of ninlslen 
^f religion, 914. His bindnsss to the psaieanta, 915. Batabliataea 
granaries, 917. Institutes manofhetnxea, 918. Bis excellent rcgula- 
liona of the anmy, 910. Impartiality in praseeutiena, ib. SuMAea 
lirequsni among hia body-gnards, 981. Severity of iheir diadpiiM, 
922. Hia kindness and fbmlliariiy lowards his soldiers, 999. iHa 
tourage and firmness in battle, 997. Hia generosity, 99B. HiaWawa 
•a puMie kwiroethNi, 929. Fbnnda sdiools and eollegea, ift. Acad- 
eny of Berlin, 990. His reception of liaiabal Saxe at Beriin, 992. 
Mia letrer of invtuiion to Voltaire, 999. Anxious to retain Urn tat 
life, 996. Jealousy of Manpertnis and othmca causes differenoen be- 
tween them, 940. 940. Displeaaed at bia lawsuit with Herschekd tba 
Jew, 350. Message to him by apage, bnd ita anawer» 352, 959. Fer- 
suades him to burn a satire on fiUuperiuis, 359. Ofibnded at ita mth 
aequent piUOieaiion, 350. Their last interview, 959. Hia agcnta «r- 
rest Veitsire at Frankfort, 361. Embaaay to him from the Ktaaa af 
the Crimea, 304. Oppooea the election of the Arehdake Joeepb as 
King of the Romans, ib. His diflhieneee wkh Ruesia, 905. Ua* 
(Kendly relatione with Cngiand, ib. U ollbred the sovereignty of 
Corsica, 960. Imprisons Baron Trenok, ib. Visits Holland, 970. 

gnssia and \natria excite hostilky against him, 372. Treaty wHli 
ngland, 976. Bia contempt for the French government, ib. Ae- 
«uires a knowledge of the plans of hia eneaniea, 978. Deeidea vpsB 
ibe invasion of Sioony, 980. Enters Saxony, U.^ JO. Takes pessw 
aion of Dresden, 14. Obtains the atate papeia, proTing the traapbMrr 
pC the eoqrt to him, 15. Hia trocoe levy contribationa an Leipaie, It. 
Appropriates the revenuea, 17. Fortiflea Torgau, ib. Defoata tba 
Austrians at Lowosita, 18, Prevents their Junetiim with the Saxann, 
SI. Who capitnlateb 89. Aliowa the aleeier an eacort to Poland, Mk 
Tmut the electorate aa a eonqueat, 96. Winte^qnartera at Dreate, 
ikf Wor daalared agalnat him by Fianee, SweteBi and Ruaaiiw tk 
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Ctoorie II. vnMnidly to Mkn, SS. ^» |iili flv deflHrfhif WcmI abm- 
4oned, tfr. AflempC made to Mtaon taHn, tk InCrigHetf of tlie QuMn 
of PbluMi, M. He enters B<Aiemi«i M- CMm tbe baiUe ef PngM, 
98^10. Bombmrde that cHjr, 4t. Leeee Hie batUe of Kblin, 44. Hki 
admirable retrrati 40. Pestb of hie m^tlier, 48. fltronf cdnfbderaey 
uainst his power, 40. His epistle lo D' Argons, CO. To Volteire, M 
tJetaches a force Into LosaUa, and mcrdMs into 8«x0ny,.i6. His ee« 
duct to his brother, 53. Disaster of the Hanoverians, and eonventioQ 
of Clester-Seven, 50. Adirance of the Rbsslsns, 57. Lehwald fs- . 
pulses thero,'58. And drives the Swedes IVom Ponierania, 0U. Berlin 
occupied by Haddick, ib. Mxrche* against the French and Imperisl- 
IstStiA. RoqtstbematRoab8eh,0!^-M. Omipiiment paid him durihg 
that battle, 57. Permits Prince Ferdinand of Brunswieli toenter into 
the aenrice of George U., 71 . Sends IDeith into Bohemia, and hastena 
to the assistance of Silesia, xb. Bfeslau taken by the Auscrtaas, 70. 
Be retakes It after defeating them at Lissa, 7(M9. His sueeessea 
yonder him popular lA England, 89. Continued hostility of Russia; 
Austria, France, and Poland. 84. His plan of campaign 1786, 86b 
Takes Schweidnita, 88. Deceives Daun; and enters Moravia, ib. Be- 
sieges Ollmota, 89. Retreats, 95. Marches against the Russians, 90. 
Beats them at Zomdorf, 97-101. Anecdote of his occupations on iho 
eive of the battle, 101. Prevented by Daun and Laodon from Joinlag 
^nce Henry, 109. His rashness at Hochkircben, 101. His masterty 
retreat, 106. Death of hia sister, HO. Reinforced by his brother at 
Dobersnbtttc, 119. Returns to Breslao, 110. Preparations for the 
camiNiigii of 1759, 190. Letter to, from the Princess Charlotte of 
-Mecklenburg Strelita, 191. Plants himself at DuringswOrwerk, 199. 
Determines to head the army against the Russians, 195. Loses Ute 
battle of Kunersdorf or Frankfort, ib. Orders the archives to be re- 
pioved fhrni Berlin, 199. His treasui^ a| Dresden saved from the 
Auairians, 190. Sends FInek with 14,000 men to Maxen, 198. Re- 
■entment at that general^ ciipltulation, 195. Lose of Dierecke and 
bis corps, ib. His fteling on Prince Ferdinand's victory at Minden, 
197, 198. Voltaire's account of his yerses on Louis XV., 199. The 
puke de Ct!piseul*s retaliation, 141 . Letter to the ex*K)ng of Poland, 

149. Battle of Landabut, 145. . Attacks Dresden, but retreats on the 
approach of Daun, 147, 149. Undaunted amid reverses, 149. Beats 
the Ausirians at Liegnita, 198. Beriin taken bv TMtleben and Lacy, 

150. His deaponding letter to IKArgens, 160. He appears to roeditato 
suleide, 161. Defoats the Austrians at Torgau, 189-107. Saxony 
again fills into his hands, 187. State of his resources, 189. His 
losses through the death of George IL. andtheehanges in the English 
ministry, 170. Unpaid subsidy, 171. Intrenches htrnseif at BontzeU 
witz, 177. Marches towards Vppw Silesia, 178. On the foil ef 
Scbweldnita encamps at Strehlen, 180. Escapes being betrayed to 
the Aastriana by Baron Warkotsch and a priest named Schmidt, ib 
Plot of Trenck to betray Magdeburg discovered, 189. Fortunate In 
the death of Elisabeth, Sropress ^ Russia, and the accesmon of 
peter HI., 184. 185. Who assists him, 180. Alliance with the Khan 
of the Tartan previously contracted, 187. Unfriendly disposition of 
the 'English government, ib. Peace with Sweden, 188. Chuige in 
his prospects from the murder of the eaar, 190. Catherine moved to 
maimaiA the treaty with him, 199. He decides the osmbat of Reloh- 
enbach, 199. Takes Schweidnitt, ib. His brother gslns the battle 
of Fieybeif , 194. Hia meaaores agalaai tlM aiatea af ito mtigkn, 
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197. N«fftllidDM wkhjivmrtt, 196. Goiiolii4« tte petee of %- 
bertfbowg, 100. ManagenMnt of bia reaourcea during tha war, SOD 
If Miflurea for repairinf tbe rarag^ of war» 203. Other improvenieiita 
ib, Gaina the affectiona of tlM SUesiana, 304. Reatores tbe coinaga, 
ib. Rewarda tbe military, 20ft. Recmita bia army, 906. Invitea 
D'Alembert to Bertiii, 807. Reoeivea an ambaaaador from Comttanti- 
Bople, ib. Coneura in the prorootioa of Sianialaua Foniatowaki to 
the throne of Poland, 200. Letter of oongratolation to bim, SIC 
Anxiety reapecting the Inale heira of the Pruaalaa monarchy, 311. 
Grief at tbe death of bia nephew Prince* Henry, »fr. Hia anrviving 
brotbera and aiatera, 219. Compariaon between him and bia brother 
Ppnee Henry, 213. Prince Ferdinand, 915. The Ducbeaa of Bruna- 
wick,.210. Hla aialer Ulrica, Queen of Sweden* ib. The Princeaa 
Amelia, 916, 917. Hia nepbew and aocceaaor Frederic William, 218. 
Hip reeeption of the celebrated Helvetiua, 919. Diacusaea with bira 
the fiacal regulationa of hia kingdom, ib. Hia literary purauita, S81. 
Beeomea aoqnainied with aome German writera, 233. Hia moment- 
ary diagiiat with French literature, 224. Refera tbe ^evancea of bia 
■Qbjecta of NevfcbAtel to the deeiaion of the republic of Berne, 29& 
Ifeaaurea fl>r reuniting Barei(h and Anapaoh to the crown of Proaaia, 
ib. Viatted at Neiaae by tbe Emperor Joaeph II., ib. Retuma hia 
▼iait at Neuatadt, 228. The Prince de Ligne'a account of their con* 
-reraationa, 298-935. Hia troopa enter the territory of Dantiie, 236. 
Raaaona aaaigned for tbia invaaion, ifr. Reatricta the liberty of the 
preaa in hia dominiona, ib. Hia aagacloua foiealght proved during 
the aearcity of 1779, 938. Hia conduct to tbe Jeauita, 940. ReAiaaa 
eonaent4o Catberine'a project of a league in tbe north of Europe, 3tt. 
AxixiouH to adopt her viewa regarding Poland, »&. Beeomea the en- 
emy of Poniatowaki, 943. Hia policy in the war of Ruaaia with 
Turkey, 945. Hia <H>iniona of Catherine*a generala, 946. Negotia- 
tiona tbr the partition of Pdand, 947. Mediatea between Ruaaia and 
Turkey, 949. Poland divided, 951. I'reaty of partition, 253-254 
Hia improvementa in Pruaaian Poland, 256. Hia aocceaaAiI pegotift* 
tion of a marriage for the Grand-duke Paul, 257. SujGera from goat, 
258. Diacema and fliiatratea the intentlona of Joaeph U., 959. Bim 
vigour of mind during illneaa, »A. Hia poeitical compliment to Couni 
Hoditx, 960. Conduct on the death of the Elector of Bavaria, '261 
Offera bia mediation to the exiating and the eventual aucceaaor, 964 
RennonBtrancea and negotialioiia, 265. Correapondence with Joaeph 
IL, ib. Preparea for war with Auatria, 268. Declaration of tbe Aus- 
trian envoy,- 960. Entera Bohemia, 970. Movementa and aklrmiahe^ 
979. Correapondence with tbe empreaa-queen, ib. Retiree tO)Winteiv> 

Jiuartera, 975. Hia eulogy on Voltaire, 977. The oampaign aucceas- 
ul, 979. Negotiationa duringtbe winter, 980. Buapenaion of araw, 
985. Congreaa and peace at Teocben, Ut. 'I'erma of tbe treaty, 98^ 
Hia remarica on the war, ib. Returna to Potadam, 987. Viaitedby 
the Prince de Ugne, ib. Their converaationa, 388-993. Hia oecupa*- 
tiona, 293-996. Hia atlachmenl to doga, 997. Bia companiona and 
flrienda, 298. Final reform of tha lawa, 305. \llefeata the ambitious 
aehemea of Joaeph 11., 306. Germanic league, 307. Laat year of his 
life, 308. Symptoma of decay, 309. Beam for Dr. Zimmermann of 
Hmiover, 310. Their interview, 319. Hia appearance, 312, 318. 
. Convwaationa, 315. Zimmermann takea hia leave, 318. Fiederle^ 
letter to tbe Ducheaa of Brunawick, 319. Hia laat daya, 390-3SS. 
Bia death. 393. Hertsbeig*a teatimony napeeting bia patieat azar* 
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■Ifl wUL SI8i »• feliera!, »». Bflnbeaii'* eh«raeier of Urn, •>. 
ftaeln^ nnUltem f/., iveplMw ofTte^vne, notice of his birth, 1. 980. 
BIsllrit cmipaigii, il. 190. Hw early marriafe, 111. HI* oflbpriDg, 
tfr. His duupaeter, Silk OMflmw the lefaeiea of Frederick wiU, 
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FMderte Hm a•«a^ ih 91 1*. 
FrederiCt Prince of Walea, propoaals for bis marriage with ttia Piteu eM 

WUhelnaBAorPriiMa, h 88. 
JWtferaBo, second daughter of Pvedeiie William, manied t» the Har* 

gr«v»<otAii«weh. i. M. Oonaternation cA the aiteat of Prihee Fredk 

erio,-74, 
Wirtderiea Sophia Wi/^mmo, of Pruaaia, married to the FrlBce cf 

Orange, U. Sll. 
Drederiea CkarlotU Vitiea C mt k tf 4w h Dateheat of Tsrit, graB*4dee« 

orFredeii4Hii.SIU 
Frtemasons, Frederic, though one of them, anfhvoimUe to the fttttep* 

nity, L IM. 
Fnmk, pmpaia to ininade Pmaaian WeaiphaUa, II. 85. Take p oaaea 

aion of it, 49. I>efeated at Roebaeh, 08. PVederic^ fawnanfty to the 

voonded and priaonere, 04. Their croelUes and extortions In the 

aleeioraie of Hanover, 70 ; and in other parts of Germany, 78. Their 

leveraes in the campaign of 1708, 190. Feaee with England, 191^ 

Allowed lontttln Cleses and Gueldera, ib. 
FVencApOefry, Frederic's delight in writing, i. 109. 
Ftettj Frederie^ sttvgee«) ii. 310. In dlsgraeo for idtimailBg that b|f 

diaeaae was dfopsy, i6. 
Freyberg^ battle of, ii. 194. 

fViteok, negotiator, for Sasoay, to ooaeliido peaea wMi PMsala, ii. 100> 
Fftrc<, M. de, siic6eeded Jamges as ehanesHor, i. ITT. Dismissed for 

his decision iu the ease of the miUer Arnold, 90T. Left in dis|raos^ 

when the other judges' are veealted, 908. 

Sabu., town oi; taken by the IHike of Aremherg, U. St. 

GaUitzin, Prince, Russian minister, Lord Bute's propoeltloa to,ll. 187, 
Indignamly rajseted by Peter III., and eommunioated to Frederic,. 0. 
Takes the province of Moldavia fhrni the Turks, MO. 

OMngmUUi (Glemenl XIV.); aboliehes the order of the Jesuits, U. 989v 

Omtdott murdered at NeufchAtel, ii. 389. 

Octtiri, aoqoaf ntanss of Vraderic with, at Lelpaie^ 11; 98S 

Oeorge /., his character sketched by the Princess of Bareith, 1. 80. Ri« 
opinion of the Princeas of Wales, 40 (note). Inierehange of visit* 
with iho King and Qaean of Prussia, 40. 

Oaorfo a,t b»ailier4ii-law of Frederic Wililam» I. 18. His sarcasm oa 
that prince, 37. Sketch of his eharaeter by ths Msrgrsvine of jBa- 
leith, 40. OsnsUMly hostile lo Frederic, 197. Bflbec of the battle 
of Mnllwita on, 904. Hie oflbrs of medistion between Austria and 
Fnissls« ik Concludss with Frederic the treaty of Wesiminsier, 817. 
Gains the battle of Dettingen, 394. Hla intimation to Maria Theresa 
isspsctiDg Silesia, 887. His influence employed to seeure the elee- 
tisn of her hwband as empersr,90O. Anxious to protect Hanovec 
whils aft war srith Fmnee, 390. Treaty with Russia, 871. Prederio^ 
lotter to, before taking the field, ii. V. Unable to comprehend hli 
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'Clortfr given, M, His troopa, oa iMr 
mandMl by Prinee Flndinand of Bnuwwick, 71. deads Flcdtrie liit 
tbaoks fot eo aped a feaeral/llS. OflTera peaee to ike En^ireae of 
^amdM^Ui. BiadeaUiaBditaeeoaeqiieneeatoFrederie,170. 

Oeorge lli^ aeeeaeion of, H. 170. Wretcbed fiireif a polky or Us nrin- 
ieier, LMd Bate, ib. DisaatroaR edaiiaieiratkm ef Laid North, S56w 

Gmr^e TFa/iiom, Elector of Brandenbori^eiaie of thaelarteriMathia 
death, LIS. 

Gerher^ necal-generaltpreeent at the examinalioB of Kati,L79L And 
at the iatarraniory oCPrinee Frederic, 60. 

Germany, the Eleeior of Bavaria ebaaea eaipefor of, 1. 10. Scaieitj in 
the north of, in 177S, erineed the aagaeknn Ibreaight of Frederie, iL 
S3& 

GtrmanM^ gratified with the battle of Roebach, 11. 67. 

Gtrmmm literati, of FMerlena aeqoainlaiiee, U. SB. 

Gamanie Leagne, fi>rmed throof h Frederie*e exertiMM, iL SOT. Fk«d« 
eri^a laply taZimmennatta l ae p e rt ing, S18. 

Gertdoiff discraced for hie conduct at Bfaxen, ii. 139. 

Gibbatt, Frederie*e inquiry reepeetinf hie Romaa Hiatory, iL 31A, S18. 

Olasau, hia attempt to poleon Predoie, ii. -SS. 

GkUzt fi»rtreea of, iflqwiaoomeat of Trench In, i. 366. B eei e ged by the 
Auetrianet iL 14ft. Surrendera to Laodon, 148. Seeared Iqr Fradtiie 
at the peaee of Hubertaburg, 190. AuatTiane withdraw ftoa, S89. 

Glogau, blockaded by the Prueeiana, L 107. Ftoderic coollaed with the 
gout at, ii. 133. 

QaerUtz, taken \sj the Praaaiana, i. 273. Combat of, iL 6a 

Goertz^ Count, hia miseion to Munich, ii. 964. A oompaaioQ of Fred* 
erie'e, 9g& 

, General, oonveya to Frederie the letter of the Doha of Deiix> 

Pome aent Ihm Me brother, iL 264. 

GokfOd, defeat of the French at, iL 138. 

Gotter^ Count de, hie mieeion Ihrni Beriin to Vienna, L lOL 

GotUehedf acquaintance of Frederic with, at Leipaic, ii. 933. 

Grammont, Duke de, nephew of Noaillee, hokla aeommand mdar hhB 
at Dettingeo, L 294. 

Granbjf^ Marquis of, oeeond in command to Lord George SadmUe, iL 
1 17. At the battle of Minden, 138. 

Grentnlle, Mr. George, MitcbeU*B letter to^ on the Pmanan anbeidy, il. 
173. 

GrObnitz, Colonel, laaolvee to deliver Prinea Frederie ftom oonflna- 
roent, i. 71. The attempt faile, i^. 

GrumkoWf General, conapiree wiih the Prince of AnhaH againet Fred- 
eric William and bis aon, i. 30. Reacored to AiTour, 34. Batiricaity 
named La Rancane, 56. Hia conduct on the examination of &itt, 79.<* 
and in the interrogatory of Prince Frederie, 81. Hia ad rice to the 
king, 83. Peraoadea the prince, in prieon, to write a aubmiaBive let- 
ter to the king, 114. Hie mieeion to Waraaw. 140. 

OuMco, Burrendera Schweidniti to Frederie, ii. 193. Frederick 
piiment to him and hia officera, Ut. 

Guiehardy Colonel, named by Frederie Qumtus IctUuM^ i. 160. A 
panion of Frederic'a, il. 209. Why named^Qointua IdUua, 300. 

GuatamiM JJL^ hia akUlhl maoafemem of the Swediah iwroluUoa,!! 
801 
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iUviNi^ AXHttlflta Mntnlt lay Beiiio under eratribstieo, tt. 90. £«• 
capes the army or IMkeric, 61. Sent agaunat Leipaic, 116. Beaten 
by Dohna« ib. Statioaed at Guben, 125. 

BamUtoih Swedish comoiander af Stralaand, driven back by Count 
Dohna, ii. 119, Superseded in command, tfr. 

■<0afio«er, Elector ^f, (see George //.) joins the Germanic League, iL 
307. 

HanoverianSf their disastrous campaign, ii. 55. Convention ofCloater* 
Seven, 56. Besume their arms after the battle of Bosbach^TO. (Set 
Ferdinand of Brunsunck). 

Samehf Conm, Austrian envoy to Frederic at Dresden, i. S78 

Harscbf General, obliged to raise the siege of Neisse, ii. 118. 

Heutenbecky battle of, ii. 56. 

Btlvetiutt his visit to Berlin, ii. 219. Discusses wit^ Frederic the fiscal 
regulations of his kingdom, 220. 

Henry of Prussia, Prince, his birth, i., 43. Aid-deicamp-geuerai to 
Frederic at Hohenfreidberg, 256. Disapproves the rigour of the 

, Prussian discipline, 322. Wounded at Boebach, ii. M. Assists In 
expelling the French fh>m Hanover, 73. Beturns-to deftnd Saxony, 
Jb. His account of the battle ofLissa, 79. Joins the king at Dober* 
.Mbuta with a reinforcement, 113. Takes command of the army hi 
Saxony, 116. Enters Bohemia during the winter, 120. Believes 
Breslau, basieged by Laudon, IflO. Gains the battle of Freyberg, 191. 
Drives the Imperialists into Bohemia, 195. His character conirasted 
with thai of the king his brother, 213. Conference at Petersburg 
with Catherine concerning Poland, 347. Appointed to defend Sax- 
ony, 208. Muvhes on Dresden, 270. - Invades Bohemia,*and advances 
towards Prague, 271. His able retreat to Ottendorf, 277. Places his 
army in winter-quarters, ib. Detaches MSllendori' to make an irmp> 
tion into Bohemia, 283. 

Benry^ Prince, nephew of Frederic, death of, ii. 311. Affliction of the 
king at that event, 811 ,312. 

Herecheld the Jew, lawsuit of Voltaire with, i. 850. 

Bertsbergf Count, his remarks on the conduct of Frederic in plunging 
into the Seven Years' War, i. 379 (note). Negotiator for Frewnie 
with the Austrians, ii. 196. Sets for^ the right of the House of 
Brandenburgh to the Bavarian fiefs, 265. A companion of Frederic, 
MB. .Account of, 304. His testimony respecting Frederic's patient 
exertions during illness, 323-325. Present at his death, 337. 

Hesse Cass^ landgraviate of, occupied by the French, ii. 56. 

BssaUn troops, in English pay, against Frederic, i. 305. 

Beyden^ his conduct when summoned to surrender Ccriberg, ii. 188. 

Biidebowrghauseni Prince of, gives up the command of the army of cba 
< Circles to Prince Frederic of Deux-Ponts, ii. 87. 

**BiHoire demon Temps,** i. 388. Continued by Frederic, in bis His* 
tory of the Seven Years' War, ii. 222. 

Bochkirchsny Frederic's temerity at, ii. 104. 

BodiiZi Count, Frederic's poetical compliment to, ii. 900. 

•Bohm/riedbergj battle of, i. 256. Its results, 359. 

Bbhenower^ defeat of the French at, ii. 174. 

Sohe^lSt M. de, negotiator for the Duke of Denx-FbnU at Tesehen, 

Hubertsbourg, peace concluded at, between Prussia and Austria, ii. 
199 ** M6moires depuia la Paix de«" when eoounenced by Fraderie, 



Kelnbai^, 191 . HukMtt betfond Towin, 197. 
Bunut the historian, praiaed Dy Fndm, ii. SI0. 
mkHgary, pttlitims or, thitr vBiAnm loytltrto Martft Tlrnvn, t;aii. 
Byndfordj Lord, bis misskKi to the eainp of Pratotte, i. Mi. Hte «mo> 

tiMlions bMWMn the ^«titriaH >«ttl PNMtaBs«4nT. OnftnoMit 

Oberacbnellendorf; 907. 

iVlLT, op«MU»B»ln,'i. %I7, 910. 

JjBOBRHBolir, dwliy it( oeott|iM 1»y tin VlUMluw, 11. 974^ AtatiMft 
driven flrMH 979. 

Jaromin^ retreat of tlie Austriana vpon, i. 9Ml 

l^ftigti, U^ ««eo<eded Ooeeijlt aa thaneellor, i 178. AMlsts la enllp 
piling the Cod* Fre^Urie, 291. 

ihn^ttn, Ihi Hah «Ib, made preeepwr to PradMie, 1.19. CiMllinMli 
that oAee, 37. 

ffeiHitay Frediefleliiiptticv CO Laaddn a netotiiitlon ttmmgli timriiiiMa, 
11. 148. Wederte^ eondaet to the^i, 989, 940 (tieff). 

-JakmmiMbergy deAMt of the Prtnee of Coiid^ at, U. 190. 

^oktuwit ^ktraot ftom his -wtbre reMUng «» the dMtik of CiNtfMill., 1. 
til. 

iAo»ian, an aasoelaM oTPralHfte, I. IW. TheirmandsMp I mmiK i lt f 
iMMh, isa Latter ofFrednio to. on the ev« or the hMile of llillliNll& 
198. 

^impk II.f Emperor, vMta Frederle ftt NetNO, 11. 998. Pndevie Mtim 
bla Visit at Kettstadt, 988. Hia testlesa Activity emites Ptaderic^ 
>teiianee, 9M. Otaims all the Reft bolonglttg to the house of BerttHa, 
M. Angry it Che e n ip r e e sHmeen^s negotlAtiwi with Predertt^lTS. 
Eager to continne the war, 981. Directs Wallls to ttttUk Newltdt, 
■98C Hie macMmtions atayed by thiepeece b et w e en IUibsIb mH 
Turkey, 985. Conelndes the peace at IViaehen, 988. PVedarki^ >ro> 
marie on his viait to the BrnproM of-HnMia, 991. Death of Ma «»• 
itlMr, 808. toe aehemea o€ aggiandlssment, lb, Gmntenewd by 
tPraSirte, 307. 

>>tf<oit Mid Berg, Jtopnted ea pee aa l o n of, 1. 188. fleiiied, lfl!9» 

VedMnM, Oolonel, 8Qb-gof«ni«ir oTPrlnee Prederte, L 88. Plsniie<ud, 

68. 

i Marshal, tnkes Brteg, 1. 909. 

Kamken^ Madame de, ridlenlous mlaieke of, 1. 86. RtiiiiiimiMM mUU 

the king on Me omelty to bis queen and to hie son, 78. 
JTftantto, Oouni (sAerward Prtnee), Austrian envoy atBnla, eMtltMn 

an alliance between Austria and Pmnee, 1. 374. Altenda Joaeph Q. 

bi Neustadt, when visited by Frederte, 11. 998. Anxlona ibr mmm 

with Pmssia, 981. 
JTomiiuXrot, Russian general, tis nrttston to Predoffe, li. 978. 
Katty gains the IHendshlp ofPrfiire Prederie, I. 87. Arrested is all •«*• 

eomplice in his attempt to escape, 79. Examined, 79. Gsndemmd 

by coart-martial, 88. The king doome hf m to death Inateatf «r imprto- 

Mment, 89. Ilia latter to the king. 99. Another td hia gfandfhther, 

93. Verses written on the window of his prison, 94. Paperi ~ 

totbe]^aeai98. la beheaded in hia presenee, 98. 
mi, Ibrtraa af; aelMd by theFtaneh, 1. 147. 



J 



escapes lo Holland, 7S. The king ^as KHn binqr In ra^y, tf . 
* f , FleM-marsbal, tiid Ills eidMF orstlMr JBaH Mariseliel, Miter tli» 
HeMm of Frederic, 1. 3M. Letwr fVMh hhn ro his brdttter, ib. Cort- 
iinwfB in fliToat on(il bi« deMli, 800. Letter of SotMvertn fn, it. n. 
0ent to demand eiate-jMperV fVom the Qumh of PoMnid, ^. DIscin- 

filidlerfhinlaelratLo#osits,-31. Letter from 8<sh#ertti at tin eloM of - 
eeamfnSgn.srr. LMlert(»hi«bM«beroftttaebanftBorRoaMelr,M. Re- 
•ulc of- trie exve^on imo Bohemia, 79. Leicefr oii th« battto tiT Lissi^ 
80. On the m^ of Oimnit, m-m. TU^motigHnuti wtti Predeile ob 
hta temerity M ffocKkfrchen, tOi. iKHled in tbe batile« 109. 

-A— ^, Sir Robei't, erects a momtiinent at HiichWreben to Ms ilBlal)T» tha 
marshal, U. 110 (mM. Kttroy at FMemburg, MlielMlf» l«iier to, 
on tbe Prossian subsidy, YI9. 

Xfindal, DttcbeMT of, mtstMMofCkeNMrge t, i. 80. 

Jlesvelwfoi/, battle or, Lf74. < 

Kmaerlvng, M«^or, appefnMd OMUpaiiioii to' Prince FrMeMe, i. 07. Or- 
dered to waicb Mm alter his crNW, 00< CkiMlnnw Ih Id* eoAMenne^ 
157. Named by him Cmtarion^ 160. 

UiwiM, General, reCMns befbrtr MOIleiMMf, H. 088. 

JRrirtemt, Jame«, an elpMMhre reeraitllMr Frsderie WIIBhin.**' tov^ 
1.10. 

KUiBi, Lieutenantdeinnfr, dfM gallantly at4.i^#oaMa, U. tl. 
«•" , Oeneral, left to make head agalAsK the 9w<adea^ U. 101 Deslrajni' 
the Austrian magazines at Saatx, 190. His operations agOiiiBe the 

ilMMi or the omptra* lOi, 

— — — , M^jor, tbe poet, killed atKunersdorfl U. 178* 

Knobdsdmf^ a companion or Frederic, i. 107. 100. 

WlMhcky a PMMlafi general,- aaiMs Brftart, U. 197. 

Knyphauaerit M. de, Prussian minister, sent away flrom Paris, U^ 80. 

JToenViConiro^eMy «r Bftupertal* with, i. 804. VekahPs trim \M 

Kanigaeggi Austrian geDsral, marches into Loaatia, 11. 81^. Seftalad 
at BeicMnberf , 87. 



Mmdgtgrtitt, taksn by IMderte, II. 90. 
K^MigsUin, on the Elbe, IL 18. Re 



Retrtat OT AwgfiiMm IB. to thai flN> 
e«M,S8. Oh Us fatif^Mbot to Poland, Ittfnelitraliiy Is accorded by 
Frederic, 20. 

Kmiiii battle of, 11. 44. Fftdttrte** admlMUa iMraal^ 40 

Wiikertdmf, butto ol^ U. IM 

Itkiki Oowtt, iatfMiilvofe^ tin dotpberdr MataMI KeMh^ IJ. 100. HI* 

Mgin, 140 Vnaie). In co^}tncli«l with Totflebek taket Berlin, 108. 

Betires to Torgan, 100. Ckxnmended by Frederie, S80. Commands 

tbe Austrian army opMaad to Frederic, fl70. Fradaiic% opUikM oC 

S99 890. 
te L>jppe,'cofiiltt aaalsis Frideric is faeeomtag « ftteu n aw i j i: 100^ MO. 
Ca itfettne. made reader to Frederic, i. 841. 
bi JlMCr ^mqtt^ Oeneral, a eompanidn of FMderio^L 107. 100. Grand- 

Maatei^ ^ the '< Knights of BiyaM,» 108. 
tmsukut, TfeitHe aasembles bis army near, IL 191. Proasiao* d»- 

MMOat,M0. Barb8rttieseonimlttedbytheAustrlaiis«,147. Amy 

or FiWertel oaiitmied aL tTO. 
Iianting8luttutnt Generil, soeecfada BantttoB III sataMnd at Sinl 

•and, IL 119. 
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3(R) tMDiSX. 

£a 7W. iiwMagtt sent by bf m fhmi Fradnde to Lmiia XY. on the fie* 
lory of HobMflriedberf , i. 857. 

LoudoHf General, bis attack on a PrvMian oonvoy, ii. 94. Aoeoant of 
him, ib. (note). Haranes the inarch of the Pmsaiam, 115. Jmn* 
Boltikoff after the battle of Znllichaw, 194. Falls on the Prossiaa 
riffbt wine at Kunersdorf, 126. Driven back into Poland, 133. Re» 
tires within the Austrian dominions, ib. Drives Fonquet firom his 
intrenched camp near Landshut^apd lakes him prisoner, 145. takes 
GlalK,146. Attacks Brealan, 190. Obliged to retire, 161. Beaten by 
Frederic at liec nils, 153. His Junction with Buttnriin, 176. Retires 
to Fribourf , 178. Takes Sehwiednita, 179. Oonclndes an armistice 
with the Duke of Bevem, 194. Frederic's compliment on, before his 
arrival to dinner, S33. -Heads the Austrian army in Bohemia, S68. 
Foiled by Prince Heni^ of Prussia, 371. 377. 

Lebeau^s HiMory of the Lower Empire, criticised by Frederic, it. 359. 

XtfCo^f, a, memorial Of Frederic's mirdihood preserved by, L 337. A 
companion of Frederic, ii. 396. Account of, 301. . 

Leezinakif Stanislans, attempts la secure the throne of Poland, L 147. 
Frederic's letter to, ii. 143. 

LekwaUL, Marshal, occupies Meissen, i. 873. In command at KOnigs* 
berf, 379. Beats the RitssiaBs at Jegerndoif, ii. 58. Drives the 
Swedes out of Pomerenia, i^. 

l^Hhnitz^ patronised by Qulbn Sophia Charlotte, 1. SO. 

hapaic^ the Prussians levy contributions on, iL 16. Regained by Fred- 
eric, 168. 

LtopoULj Grand-dnke of Tuscany, sent by Maria Theresa to his brolher 
the emperor, ii. 373. 

' of Anhalt, Prince, takes Glogau, i. 197. 

LetUufitZf governor of Breslan obliged to surrender it to the AQstrians» 

LUif governess of Wilbelmina, Frederic's eldest sistmr, 1. 87. 

Xf'e^ e. Bishop of, cause of quarrel between him and the King of Pms- 
•ia, i. 168. 

LiegnitZf abandoned by the Austrians, ii. 83. Battle of, 153. 

Lifne, Prince de, sketch of, ii. 338 (note). His account of the conver- 
sations of Joseph n. with Frederic at Nenstadt, SSfeD. Frederic's re* 
mark to, on the Jesuits, 941. His letter to Stanislaus on the corres* 
pondence of Frederic and Joseph TI. respecting Bavaria, 366. Gon- 

C" lents Joseph U. on his resistance to various cabinets, 373 (nou). 
ts Frederic at Potsdam, 367. Their conversations, 986-39S. His 
concluding remarks, 393. 

Zandstadt, General, dislodges the Austrian General Gampitelli, U. 130. 

Jassoy Frederic reclaimed a deserter on the eve of that battle, L 886. 
Battle of, ii. 77-€8. 

Litkuauia, beneflts conftrred on, by Frederic William, i. 107. 

XoMrowiiz, Prince, defeated by Broglio and Belleisle, 1. 316. 

lanaiMy Francis, Duke of, Emperor of Germany, i. 814 (note). Sea 
Francis. 

■ , Prince Charles Alexander of, imable to eope with Frederic, i. 
814 {note). His successes against Broglio and Belleisle, 880. !)•• 
ftated at HohenfHedberg, 355. Retreats into Bohemia, 359. Enters 
Lnsatia, 971. Baffled by Frederick precautions, ib. Deftated by 
FtadericaiPraffue,ii. 37-41. Retires within its walla, 4a Makes n 
sortie, 43. Frederie's regret on his death, 390. 

Lom» XIF., Frederic's opinion of, ii. 330. 



£#idk XV.t snpport* LeeitiMki in Us attampt to teeara Um throne of 
Poland, i. 147. Exebanga of ctHnplimanta witli Frederic for Fonienoy 
and HolienlHadberf, 357. Hia leitar to Fredoric, which enablea him 
to break with France, 980. Frederic'a anawer, 284. 

Lofuia XT/., hia marriaga with an Aoatrian princaaa rendara Franot 
not leaa Jealona of Anatria, ii. 96ft. 

Louisa ISbrica, Quaen of Sweden, aiatar of FMaric, ii. 213. Her 
character, 316. 

LowositZt battle of, ii. 18. A dearly-booght Tletory, 31. 

Luecktnniy a companion of Frederio, ii. 396. Account of, 803. 

Lynar, Couot, hia mediation, at Cloater-Seyen, by whom inatigated, U. 
S6. 

^ FMidi amboaaador in Boaaia, eflbct of hia intngnea, i. 905. 

Maodkbdrs, impriaonment of Trenck in, 1. 868. . Hia plot fbr betraying 
it to the Auatmna fhiatrated, ii. 183. 

Mahonut F., offera hia mediation (bjr a general peace, i. 360. 

Manstein, General, reply of Voltaire to, on hia memoira, i. 351. 

McmtevfffeL, Gonnt, joina with Frederio in forming a aociety called " The 
Frienda of Tmth." i. 161. Defending Pomerania againat the Swedea 
ia aided by Lehwald, ii. 58. Takea Demmin and the fort of Pena- 
mnnde, 119. Dangeroaaly wounded at Znllichaa, 194. 

Marbmutgy beaieged by Prince Ferdinand, ii. 174. 

Maria JosmhOf Queen of Poland, reniaea to deliTer state papera to 
Manbai Keith, ii. 15. Conaenta only through menaceior compulsion. 
«&. Her intriguea, 34. Diea after the newa of the battle of Rosbach, 
68. 

Maria T^tovao, motivea of Frederic in declaring war againat, i. 100. 
Jndignant at hia pretenaions to Sileaia. 196. Her appral to the diet 
at Pieabnrg, 200. Loyal enthusiasm of the palatines of Hungary, ib. 
I>eaperete atate of her afiUre, ib. Her troopa defeated at Czaslau 
and 8ah6, 314, 315. Peace concluded, 316. Her Tortnnea revive, 
319. Freah auceeaaea, 393. Orden her army into Silesia, 347 
They return to winter*quariere, 948. Her husband Francis, Duke 
of Lorraine, elected emperor, 960. Rejecta pacific propositions fhmi 
Frederic, 960, 361. Peace of Dresden, 878. Her reaaona for with- 
holding the guarantee of the emigre, 380. Revivea hostility againat 
Frederiey.373. Her reasons for venturing on the seven yeara' war, 
ib. Evaisive anawera. to Frederic*a question of peace or war, 380. 
Bcrjeela a propooition from Lord Bute, ii. 188. Averae to the meeting 
of her aon the Emperor Joseph IL with Frederic, 336. Her oorres- 

emd(N>oe with Frederic on the Bavarian auocesaton, 373. Anxioo* 
r peace, 381. Treaty of Teachen, 386. Her death, 806. 

MarierUmrg. palatinate of, obtained by Pmaaia, ii. 951. 

Marlbitrouirh^ Cbarlea, Duke of, commanda the Engiiah auxiliariea ia 
Germany, ii. 117. Hia death, ib. 

MartkalL, Baron, hia defence of Ollmutz, il. 89. 

Biaupertuiti a correapondent with Frederic, i. 164. FrederiCa opinion 
of, 187 (note). Hia ridiculoua mishap at Mollwitz, 301. Firet presi- 
dent of the Berlin Academy of Sciences, 239. Sketch of him, 340. 
He oceaaiona the final quarrel of the king and Voltaire 353. Hia 
comroveray with Kcenig, 354. Voitaire'a aatire on, 355. An edition 
of it burnt, 356. 358. 

Maurepatf his imbecile administration, ii. 256. 

Maurice, of Anhalt, Prince, oommanda a corpa of Frederic a vmy, IL 



■nor It Siriir «wd Ub loH sr Iks Iwute, tf. 
JbHB, DMnk at tiMwnl Pluck u, U. lU. Hi ■tmndui is IM 

JTa^nc^filaasr sT, Jaliu thse«uiilc k>(H, H. WI. 
JlieUnilwrr, DukE of, Dluia Ui lUalaia on ilH Binriu HNMloa IB 

tka lUDte «r Fniari^ U. tH. AmDKmoiii l> buDr of. u Uu 

pHa oTToiebn, 3M. 
J[lisUn*«H-5M6^ Prtmiw AhIom ar w 

dmaaltaM oowiknd kjr ^ trm*. li. Itl. 
Jfrten, UN anMMa fiKiH ef Iba Hvln «> 



nulmi. L 71. 



JfiWoiir order, Uh flnl Id the iWe. In PniHia, I. 



Bd ^ Pitnu Fndarie or Bniuolim 11. St. BddoaC 



__.. .... ii.l»9(iwM). 

Uir^tan, lila tcoaniH of PmlHii^ last dSH. 1^- ■H' ' 
HI* ikVMur or hln. }a*. 



IToIdivia. nbii Tnui ^^ae Tnrin by Pi 
taUcnilaif. GsDcral, illiUi«M« Mr 

liv Prednls.! 
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UnliriitaLI. HI. 
tt^uUVM tr., BntPWVr of l<w ^irki, lik tnbtmjfa Fndarie. iL MV, 

JTiiuiTi.lba Honnrlan laiKnJ. defcated liT WinHiMil, I.Ul. Goih 
mindilbe Aiuirlin leAalKotLn.JI.U, l^Ana Soliweldnlu. 74, 

NfyeUat, Ibfl atvDfil of Ibd fmL Fredenc nrrivd sway by him Ihm 
Faudam, U. im. l«toiililir^nnunRirElba,ii. 

flotanur MuabiJ, umit Uh priiiR^ (HhhI Kut, L Tl. 



iNinBX. 358 

"^Viifsmar, MMi of the mtrahal, appointed to wateh Frederk* at Coatiin. 

i. lift. 
jVeisse. bombarded by the Prusslaiia, t.'lQS. Blockaded by the Pnia- 

aians, 306. Besicfed by tbe Anatriana, ii. 104. Delivered by the 

Prueaiana, 113. Meeting of Frederic and the Emperor Joeeph IL 

at 936. 
Nei^dtdtelt diaeontenta in, ii. 335. Reftrred by Frederic to the repablia 

or Berne, ib, . ^ « . ^ .^ « 

Neuperg^ Oount, entera Silesia againat the Pmaaiana, 1. 138. Beatm 
at Mollwitz, 199. His conference with Frederic, 307. Retlrea into 
MoraTii^ 306. Commanda the Auatriani at the battle of Dcttinfen^ 

394. 
Neuttadt, in Moravia, meeting of Fredenc and the Emperor Joaeph H 

Nigh march in winter, Frederlc'a condact daring a, L 333. 

Nimbaurg, Frederic retiree to, fh>m Kolin, ii. 47. 

Niverwri^, Dulce of, ambaaaador at Beriin, offers Frederic the aore- 
relgnty of Tobago, L 377. Frederic ahowa him his treaty with Eng- 
land M« 

NoaiUetf Marahal, commands the French at Deltlngan, 1. 891 Viaita 
the emperor at Frankfort, 335. ... 

iVorfA, Lord, hla feeble administratton could not oppoae the partition of 
Poland, ii. 856. 

Nottitz^ Saxon general, taken priaoner at Liaaa, ii. 101. 

Nuremberg, Catholic preacher at, prognosticates the diacomlltnre of 
Frederic, iL 49. Heavy oonlrihatioDa exacted by the Pmaaiana flrom, 
197. 

0«DoHl«BL^ Anatrian general, rented by the Prince of Wwtemberf , IL 

193. 
Offilvv, Countess, diaeotery of lettera tranamitted to, ii. 34. 
OUmiito, capitolatea to Marahal Schwerin, i. 310. Siege of, U. 89. Be- 

ply of an officer to FttMleric's reprimand at, 95. 
Oi/ont, Earl of (H. Waipole), bia opinion on the conTention of dofllflr 

Seven, ii. 70 Cnof«)- ' . 

(htendy taken by the French, i. 967. 
Oet-Friae. duchy of. acquired by Frederic, i. 889. 
Ottendor/f able retreat of Prince Henry to, ii. 376. 
Oumaehau, taken by the Pmaaiana, i. 195. 

^▲LATiaa, Elector, proteata ineflbetually againat thaeleotion of the DnlM 

of Lorraine, i. 360. 

^ , Cbarlea Theodore, oollateral heir of the Elector of 

Bavaria, U. 863. Hla extravagance, d. ^ ^ ^ ,^ , , 

PalUsoi, author of versea on Frederic, aaeribed to the Duke of Choiaeol, 

ii. 141 {note), ^. , „ ^ . „ 

Pallantt the Anatrian general, hia important diacloanre to Fredsric IL, 

Peais, Frederic's intended jonroey to, 1. 186. Why relinquiahed, ib. 
Patnmage in the army, discountenanced by Frederic, 1. 919, 330. 
PauL Grand-duke, afterward Emperor of Russia, hia marriage, 11. 367. 
PkUtpnna Charlotte^ Ducheas of Branawick-Wolfenbuttle, sister of 

Frederic, U. 213. Her character, 316. . . . ^ «^^ ^ 

PhOiptbottrgt beeieged by the Puke of Berwiek, 1 148. Ittn, A. 

Gg2 
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war, L 
4)»pi#«, Qcmt, btoMaivk «d JoM|rti the Second's wleit tothe ^mpmm 

QMbefUie, ii. S91. A .oppipenion of Fvederie, 906. 
)ftn^ ifiMQii fefoe encunped ftt, il. 13. Blockaded ^qr ibe ifroaaiaiuL 
I 14. The^Saxona croaa the Elbe, 33. Capitulate, 23. .Gamp or, 

mmi ly jMaiwfcal PaMn, 116. FnidarUi («tifea to, itf. 
putt Mr., aecretary of atate in 1757, his vigDroua anppoit of fSKaderie, 

>M. !33. ReilgiMi in •diaguat at iba Uifliwoee and policy .yf 'Loid ,B«a, 

(DM«m4IeBe«I,jiD«iebea toiolMwtne^iie Bnalana in BBiBenniB,ii..8S. 
His aucoeaa againat the Ruaaiana, 178. Diatingniabea himadf in 
IMnsa B«My!tiriti)BatA»:Oiieodorr,>!^. - 
PZaum, great canal at, i. 238. Daun'a strong post at, ii. Itt. 
FbmbUres, yollAioe^ietifestto, afker^ltia .celeaseflhMn KfanliAirt,.l.^fl|. 
P/olAo, Proasian mini«tar,iiia.dscl«raiion ielatl»e4o4lie knipnid Alot, 

fi^lBtllliCf (Tf f^rntiim^iedaikte idiidoaaB to,d. ai9. 

Peter /., Czar, one of the godflitbera of Frederic,!. 10. Viaitailsrtin, 

Peter IJI^ of Riiaaia, bis accession ii. -185. iitianffiy 40 fecaderie, A. 

iAlUNWMd.tiiO. )4QdinittiidaBHi,ift. 
Peteraburg^ treaty of, between Russia and Prussia, ii..^. 
Podeoile, Fredaiie*a.ei)iafainiai«r.of <0>mi9n aiBdM at ihia4ttcaaaiao,d. 

J Ml i UK f fliwa, jitftwto the daatli4bad<f «r^^a»ictWiiUam,i.1l60. •fTba 
interment confided to him, 173. Chamberlain to l^rederic, 343. fiis 
interview with Voltaire coming from Potsdam, 360. 

iP«|ifP«,taHiiariadal«at8 anattamptat, ii. S3. 

Poland^ letter of Frederic to the ex-king of, ii. 143. Death of Aoguatns 
m., Eleeior .af «aMny,'Sing of, 808. Count ^anialaus ^PoQiatoV- 
jddt|MrQBialed4tt»:thalbrone,'S00. Bisinrbancea^ in, 4baMPted by vRn** 
aia, 343. Anarchy, t43. 'Oonfik|evaiion of Barr, ^6. 'IPhMne da* 
>illMfd(?M«iic,'fli7. ^egoUatioi«<for the |iarUtion,'d48. ^Bbare .b^ 
tained by Fl-ederic, 351. By Russia, ib. Treaty, 063. Aaaembly 
of the diet after the signature of the partition-irealty, 893. <€aa8ioB«lo 
the invading suvereiimj'atified, 8M. Ruin -of >PQlani) 4K>naamniatal, 
855. Frederic impitivea bis new .territories. 357. 

, Queen of, ii. 15. (See Maria Joiteph4i^) 

Polenta^ a favourite dish with Frederic, ii. 316. 
jA«M«Pit/i«<lbefljvadea «i|aaeeasaAil :in, ii.410. IMlllaiban nmilMd 

flrom, 168. ^' 

.iPemfmHitt> :OblBimNi:by tProaaia, ii.fi5! . 

PomM/, Marquis of, his expulsion ofthe Jesiiita'flrom<PoMQ|ral,il.439. 

;RgiiVi«loNr,:Madame.de, lhe<Fraach government in 4ierlkandg, i.-l^ 

Poniatowski. (See Stanislaus.) 

.JQoMam. >Voltaira*a .recaption 4kt, i. 385. ^FvadaviaJb «sottpatiena 4«, 
after the war of 1778. ii. 287. Visit of the Prince ^e Ugdo^-ili. -Fred- 
aric •buried in.the:ehurch of the franisoQ at. 8%. 

Prad^t Abb6.de, a companion of Frederic, aoooont of,'ii.<fl00. 

ttR3M3M,.48ken,by the.€iallotBavarian army, i. 300. Battle «f, ii. fT. 
Vhecity.bloekaded'by Frederic, 43. Bombarded, afr. HorrevioT'tlM 
aiege,43. 

iVvilviy^ Agbt of tlia Aoatrian ooort to, l.:900. 



JTOWC lifts 

Fru$9ia,iinuirp9l aAvmm^*^^ 9f tbe states qf, on^er Frc^r^ ^I- 
liam L, i. 22. Statiatics of tbe mooarchy on Prederio'o i^cccpfdon, 
178. Military force, 179. AUiaiwo vHd Eksqee larmbvitwl ^19. 
lle«R|irea of 4o|iiMie jioliey aAer the pm» «f QvUp. 9^ lUvwfn 
of tbe laws, 289. Tbe Code Vreieric, 291. PWnn of amelioratioii in 
tbe ffovemioenCf t09. iBeewiivry reeourcea, .910. . iCfllohiee, 11% 
.Serritude of peasants aboliahed, 318. Ctergy appointed by Ibe king, 
S14. War 4f«lwN afnipst, by Kraooe. iSvad^uand Aoaaia, U. 9\ 
Intimate union with England, 83. Army of 200,000 men maintained 
•Aer tbe peace of HatnTtaboucx, 200. Nejw iiyMwi pf cnaioma aod 
excise established bv Frederic, 220. Share of Poland obtained by, 
251. l>eaty of paitition signed, 26S. AmtitfamaQU .at the peaoe of 
Teschen, affeeting the interests of,S8e. 

Pnunnn9, take Glogav, J. 197. Victorioas at Mollwitx, iI99. Take 
Brief, 202. Gain tbe battle of Pcague, ii. 88. Anoqunt of killed, 
Wimndfd, and taken jn, 40. .Reinforced, .48. J>efeated by t^oun at 
Kolln,44. •WithnnatloaB,40. Victorious at ]k|shaob,.02. ]>flfoated 
at Biesiatt.75. Victohoos at Lissa, 77r*83. Defeated at Hoebkir- 
dUen, 101. Bstreat to Doberaebatz, 108. Lsse thetbaiileqf Kuners- 
doif, 12S. Defeated at Landshut, 146. fiummary of their revemes, 
148. Their operatwns in the states.of the empire, J97. Conoliideaa 
armistice with.the Anstrians, 108. Peace of iHabertsboacg, 199. 

iVttMia»4iBeiplioe, its great severity, i. 901 Seoruitecs <iii diAnnt 
pacts of Europe, 890. 

J^atc*^,jsebellion af Ike Oossiekw •headed by 1dm .aupjiressed, U 



J'MfcMRinar, General, goveroor of Gabel, obliged lo <oapit«ilate,<iL M 
KUIad at Kuoeradoff, 128. 



HoAiV, bla BBTOow escape from Ek«dorie William, L44,4S. 
■4Hesl<iiter^,xOottoc, empkiyod by the Queen of Polaiid 4o «qaipUflOfliit 
IVederie, ii. 84. 

JUosiTiL, leader of the Polish eanfederates, il.043. 
Rambcnet^ privy-counsellor of Frederic, 1. '187, 188. 
Reawn^ Madame, a spy of the king, yet in the 4ineen*s oonfideoee, I 

75. 
JUiahmbaek, combat of, 11. 192. 
Rnehenbtrg„ action of, (1. ^. 
BMnbtck^ queen^s chaplain, bia conduct relative lo -Frinee Frededt^ 

•writing-case, t. 74. 
Repnitu, ambassador flnom Russia, takes part with Stanislaus afiainat. 

Uie confederates, ii. 248. Forwards the Prussian ultimocumto M. te 

Breteull at Vienna, 264. Negotiator for RuMia at Teeehen, 285. " 
Kkeinaberfc^ Frederic's roaooerof life ac, i. 138. IM. Thepliioe named 

by him Remasberff. 100. 
SlidulitUy succeeds D'Estr^es, and takes possession of •Hanover, il. §8. 

Ills cruelties in tbn Prussian provinces, 99. His cruellies and ex« 

tertions in the Eleciorato of Hanover, 70. His saeeesser Goijiit 

Clermont obliged to evacuate tbe country, 72. 
Riedese/, Hamn, surprised and taken prisoner near fl|ma9elskran, IL 

121. Fredericks negotiator at Teschen, 285. 
WbUUr^ Bavarian resident at Vienna, convention slgoad by Um, ILttfk 
JMtfrXMW the taistoriaa, praised by Fraiioiifi. a 81ft. ^^ 



8M INBBX. 

Uddto', MpoJPteJ wwpMrioit to PHiwt V)f0dHteiL.57« Antf to gutnl 
him wnen treated as a atate priaoner, 70. Obl%ad 10 deUyer op Ber- 
lin, U. ISO. ^ ^ ^^ 

M/Miftf a oomapondairt with FraderiC) !• 184« 

Jtonum2oi0, Mochadea GMberf, ii. 181. Brtnfiireed by Prince Dolgo- 
rottcki, ib. Orarrona Wallaehia, 9M. 

RMbaehj battle oi; ti. OS. Plight and dlaparaion of- Iha aUlea, M. An- 
eedotearelating to tin battle, 07. 

Ro^topekintf Count, hia atatament reapaetinf Iha death of Frederic, it 
SM(imK«). 

R/ottet^nrgh, French magaiina al, taken 1^ Prince FOrdinand oT Brano- 
wick, iL 1M. 

Rmandtt Madame do, haa the eate of Frederk in childhood, i. 19. 

RmM!deli appointed ta watch Prince noderie at Cuatrin, L lift. 

Rulhieret rightly charaeteriBea the anarchy of Poland, ii. 9i3. 

SsiMio, Fraderiereoeivea peconiary aid from, i. 140. 144. Hia negoCia- 
tiona with, in 1741, 106. An army in Livonia againat Pmaeia, 90&. 
Intriguea of finaign miniatera in, 237. Preparea for war, 908. Dif- 
Ibrencee of Frederic with, 30ft. Treaty with England, 370. Declares 
war againat Pmaala, iL SI. Foreea of; nnder Apraxin, advaace 
againat Pmaala, SO. CkMnpelled by Lebwaid to retire, 96. Under 
Count Fermor Inrade Pmaeia, 89. Their devaatationa and cruelti«a. 
97. Their delbaf at Zornderf,ga-10I. Gainthebattleof Kuneradori; 
190. Advance inlo Luaatia, 130. Deceived by a atratasem of Fred> 
arie, 193. Bombard Berlin, 198. Retire beyond the Vistula, 107. 
Their dranken aaianlt on the fbrtnaa of Sehweidnils, K79. Beaiege 
Oolberg, 181. Death of the Empreea Eiixabeth, 189. Withdraw 
from tM Anatilana, 180. Bvacoate Proaaia, Pomerania, Brandeik* 
burg, and give up Colberg, ift. Diatnrt>ancea in Poland fomented by, 
MS. Turkey declarea war againat, 344. Share of Poland obtained 
by, 991. Treaty of partition aigned, 99A. Advanlagaooa tiaaiy with 
Turkey through Frederlc'a memation, 996. Conelnde peace with the 
Turfca, 389. 

RnUowskit o|»oaed to the Prince of Anhalr-Deaaau, i. 970. Beaten at 
KeeaeledoH; 974. Leader of the aoaona on their marDh fton Pini% 
iL93. Obliged to capitulate,. 34. 

Saatz, Auatrian magazlnea at, deatroyed, Ii. 199. 

SadcvUUy Lord George, auooeeda to the command of the En^lab auzll> 

lariea in Germany, ii. 117. Hia conduct at Minden, 138. 
SakS, the AuMriana defeated near, L 91A. 
8i, GemuuH, Count, evaonatea Bremen, and marchee Into Weetphalin. 

iL 80k. 
St. Ignaa, General, taken priaoner at Torgau, ii. 109^ 
St. fahrh recalled to Paria ftom BerUn, iL 30. 
SaUkm^ a man of bad character, hia embaaay from Catherhie to War* 

aaw, iL 943. Succeeded by Repnin, 943. 
Sana Simeit number of portraita of Joaeph IL in theapartmanta U^ H. 

99Z. Frederic'a ilineaa at, 310. 
SarHmOy King of, peraoaded to join the allies againat France, L 997. 
iSoJce, Marshal, hia aucceeafhl campai0i in Fiandera. L 907. VWta Frad> 

eiic al Poiadam, 339. Remark of Frederic on, iL 933. 
Satee-Goika^ Ducheaa o( Voltaire at her court, i. 360. 
Stu$^HiUbowgkau9tnr Prince, unites his fbrcea with thoaa of ^ 

Prince of Sottblaat ii. 57, IMinii^mI at Raibach. OL 
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Sftton peasant gklftai»r,stDiUagaiB to elvAa a finKqad Jturriafi irIA • 

rrysQiao grepadier, |. )J. 
Saxotu, surprised and 4AfMted by Prederic, f . S79- 
Saxony, concurs with Austria and Russia in lioptile tmemtlMS afolnat 

Frederic, 1. 377. Frederic decides opon ttms invasi^ ftft 180. Kb- 

tf:red by bim, tt 10. He takes possession oT Iksfidan* U. Ap|U» 

priates t^M revwuvesi IP, Heoovered by bin afiw tbe battle .of T^ 

cap, 167. 
T-: , j^lector «r, lUnUabes a corps qf 86,000 men tfi ffSrsdefic, li. ABS. 

Gompensiition Par Vk claims settled fU t)ie iMne^orTttKbao,'!^ 

Joins tbe Germanic league, 307. 



<-<— , E;iMtraM-doRrafer of, bar claim jon Vanm, U. A09. 
• ■• y Electoral bouse of, ifff^pUme Fiederk^ ^^tarviiuteiii to .tba A*- 

varian succession, ii. 964. 
$'4qMfh, Bjujmf J9i ArMtiUj ^ loiraUt^d^ lo^bp Staff «r fhrnNM, 

41.76. 
flfifoizUnr, i^e vtreat ofFredscie |o, U. 17^. He jwcckatas* psaaaatli 

bouse theoe, and on quitting appoints him foverpor W it« Sw. 
Schenckf Major, attends Katt to execution at Cnstrin, 1. 07. 
SKlumm^dimajfai, Guanfi tbo i^^ftomt .^ Smmut ^ coc^ttiietioQ mjA 

Francis 1, i. 373. 
Q«Am<fme, Gsne^, capltulptas at Ihiep^eD, IL 131. flsvt .lo lbs fid 

^f prince Qepry in Saxony^ 193. 
Schmfd^j It priest, ^is treacbery .to Frederic, U. JSO- 
%Mninfy liajpr* iUfrtructa priace fxt^ituic ^ nynhwnmkp and fiislUI- 

ution, i. 37. 
fci^^^t FrQ^lf^ic!^ i^Tomi^e bfupar, (i. 3I|. Bin .oonstanc auoid- 

■UDt, t^* 

School, eiTU And PBVltiMTt cstabUslied by nederic at Iksrlln,!. 380. 
feii^ettAour^, aKin^|^erietofUtaflktlieAlMacn«^ii.a58. #attte 

Ai LiegAlta, ifr. 
ScAtoeifK, Kfirgn^e .of, eonrai^y to place bim on tbe tbcoosof -Fnw- 

sia,1.3l,32. Meated, 39. Satirically named fialdagne, OB. 
S^kwieuinitz, taken by tUe AwiUi)ins, IL 74. jMockAdsd Jb^ tbe Fomi^ 

Aiao»j83. Taken by .Frederic, 88. T^akctnby Lau4w,>170. Rstaken 

.by]7Bderic,l93. 
Scl^/oerikt liarsbal, obliges the Anstriaos to nttrs Spto MocaviA ibam 

Silesia, i. 195. Take^ OHmotz, .1^10. Enten Bobsmia. ii. U. ABa 

letter to Mar^al Keith, ift. Another at tbe close of 4ho ^nprtgn 

87. Winters in Silesia, 86. Commfuadp a qorpn of F««dmi^ ^n^^ 

36. Compels Kcenigsegg to retire to Prague, Tf. Dies in battle, U. 
SckwieUUf Siewr, his t|ii«|ion Ikom HaQov/cr to4he«Mnp«f Fradaiie, i. 

,804. 
Seekev^iarf, AostrlAn envoy pt Berliii, eod«ATQ)uiii U> busak tbe double 

alliaoee between the royal (bmiUes of England and Prussia, i 46. 

His character, 47. Satirically named La mpio^Ase, 48. His «amon> 

strances induce Frederic William to spare the life of jiia Aoa,. fiOk 

DeliTers to bim a letter ,fl(Q<n the 9mperv)r,:ii>. AdmioisUra iieflBDiaiy 

Aid to Frederic, 139. 
fi^itr, General, t^en, 1. 818. 
SeidlUz, Qeneral, wounded at JRoi^qli, ii.^. 
SelUy TVederie's pbysiclaji, ii. 310. Ip dlsgnioe tar hintiag Ibat Jiis dia- 

eaae was dropsy, ifr. Visits him, 383. FreivntAt his death, J0. 
StrkeUfm^ eommaodatha Mny of t^ AWjiliv, U.i8l. .fieatoabyf riaot 

Henry of Pmasia, ISO. 



358 INDEX. 

StfvUudt of pMMHifif SMiHilisd by Fredoric, I. SIS, SI-I. ^^ 

Seven Year^ War. maona of Maria Tbereaa for Tentaring mi, 1. 978L 
Reflectioni oo, U. 190. History of, when begun by FrederiCySBSL 

S'Oraveaande^ one of Frederic's correspondents, L 104. 

Sheepf innportsd by Frederic (torn Spain, ii. S34. 

aitberbergy Frederte's dispositions at, il. 983. 

Silesia^ claims of Fkvderic to that prorinoe, i. 100. In raded by him, 103. 
Saved by his victory at Liegnitx, ii. 154. Secured by him at the peace 
of Hubertsboorg, 100. He gains the aflbetions of the SUesians, 204r 

Siptitz, Dana's camp at, ii. 163. The Prossians take the height behiiid 
it, 165. 

Sdme, Count de, oommands the Saxon army under Frederic, ii. 908. 

Son^eld, Madame de, obtains the transmission of Prince Frederic** 
writinc-case to the queen, L 74. 

AollA^sueeeeds Fernior in command of the Russians, ii. ISS. Do* 
Jbats Wedel at Zullichau, 123. Vietorious at Kunersdorf, I35k 
Driven back into Poland, ISS. Marches on Breslau, 149. Deerived 
by a stratagem of Frederic, 154. Retires hito Poland, 157. 

Soor^ battle of, i. 908. 

Sophia Charlotu, Qnsan of Pmasia, mother of Frederic WiOiam L, 
diaracter of, i. 90. 

Sophia Dorothea^ mother of Frederic the Great,, i. T8. Defbata a eon- 
miiracy against her husband and son, 33. ihroposes the marriage of 
her daughter to Frederic Prince of Wales, 38. Her husband's nn- 
ftnnded Jealousy, 49. Her attachment to the house of Hanover, 45i. 
S^Qewed ill treatment of the king, 00. Her consternation at the 
arrest of Prinee Frederic, 74. She prevents the sefzure of her son's 
letters, 75, 70. The king declares him to be dead»77. Her reconcile* 
roent to the king, 118. Her disappointment in his disposal of her 
daughter WUhelmina iu marriage, ISO. Letter fh>m that princess* 
199. Vain efRMta to break off the marriage, 138. Visited by her 
dying huaband, 109. Letter of Firederic to, after the battle of Prague, 
11. 41. Her death, 48. Frederic's flwlings at her loss, ib. 

SoubitOf Prince of, prepares to enter Saxony, ii. 40. IJnites his (brces 
with those under the Prince of Saxe-Hildbourghansen, 50. Routed 
at Rosbaeh, 09. Driven nrom the country of Hesse, 1 18. Defbated 
at Hohenower, 174. Separates ftom Bmglio, 175. Winter-quarters 
on the Lower Rhine, 170. Beaten at Wilhelmsthal by Prinee Ferdi- 
Hand of Brunswick, 100. 

StaiTt Lord, oommands under George U. at the battle of DeCtingen, L 
994. 

Stanidauo Poniatowaki^ Count, promoted to the throne of Poland, ii. 
900. Congratulatory letter of Frederic to him, 310. Catherine dis- 
satisfied with him, 949. Frederic beeomes his enemy, 913. The coin 
. Ibderatesdedare him dethroned, and the throne vacant, 94T. Attempl 
" toaelae him ftrnstrated, 950. His protest against the partition of 
Poland, 953. 

Stanley^ Mr. Hana, sent to Paris to negotiate a peace, il. 180. 

Statin^ oonduct of Charies XII. to the King of Prussia reqieeting, L 91. 

StiU^ Major, a companion of Frederic, i. w 

Stoibergf General, with Serbellool commands the army of tte empin^ 
iU 181. Beaten at Freyberg, 104. 

Stralntnd, siege of, 1. 94. 

Strifou^toMa of, i. 905u lunctioa of Laodon and Bottnriia neaXkia 
170. 
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fktOltrknmt General, hie moveiiient againet Ibe Auetriane at Branitz, 
ii.984. 

Hukmj a Raesian agent, lettere of Frederto to, L 140-146. Named by 
him Diaptaanea, 100. Tnnalated WoUT'a metaphyaical works into 
French, 168. 

StUkoufsH, Polish prince, levlee troope and ibroia mafaaiaes for the 
Russians, ii. 190. Talten by the Prussians, ift. 

Sulzbaek, hmMe of, arrangeoients in their flivour at the peace of Tea- 
Chen, ii. 286. 

Suwaro/, his atioeitiea among the Folea, ii. 249. 

Sweden^ King of, intercedes w4th Frederic William to spare the prince- 
royal, i. 86. Declares war against Prussia, U. 31. Parties in ibe 
senate—'' the Hats'* and " the Caps,** ib. (note^. Peace with Russia, 
189. SevolutioB in, its effbets on the policy of Catherine II., 251. 

Su/edes^ meditate an attack on POmerania, ii. 36. Pass the Baltic with 
that Tiew, 49. Driven out of Pomerania by Lehwald, 56. Unsuc- 
cessftil in Pomerania, 119. Take Penamnnde, 136. Seize a Prussian 
squadron at Stettin, ib. Their campaign of 1761 unimportant, 183. 

Sybourg, General, beats the French under the Count de Stalnville, il 
173. 

Tamskl, castle of, a plaoe of aolaoe fyr Frederic in hialmprisonmont at 

Custrin, i. 117. 
Tartars^ Khan cC, Frederic contraets an alliance with, IL 187 Insur 

rection of the Tartars deAated, 255. 
Tarasueum^ preacribed for Frederic by Dr. iSimmermann, U. 816. 
Tauenzenif General, defends Breslau against Laudon, iL 149. Repulses 

the Anstrians flmnti Jsgemdorf, S8S. 
TenetHj Cardinal de, engaged in negotiations with Voltaire and the 

Margravine of Bareith, U. 68. 
Terringse^tUL, M. de, the elector palatine's negotiator at Teachen, ii. 

285. 
Teseheny congress and peace at, ii. 285. Termaof the treaty, 286. 
TJudKiult, how employed by Frederic with reftrenoe to the academy, 

i. 331.' 
7%or», garrisoned by Rnsfdans, iL 85. 

n^mheim. Count de, governor of Schweldnitx, capitnlatea to Fred- 
eric, ii. 88. 
Tarrimgy MarAal, defeatf>d by tke Austrian troops, L 210. 
Torgauy battle of, anecdote of Frederic and hia grenadiers after it, L 

.896. Town of, fortified by Frederic, ii. 17. Surrendera to the army 

of the Circles, 157. Battle of, 163-167. 
Tottleben, commands the Russians in the campaign of 1760, ii. 144. In 

conjunction with Lacy takes Berlin, 159. Repulsed by Werner flnom 

Pomerania, 160. 
TouTHay, taken by the French, 1. Uffl. 
TretuHy Marshal, his masterly campaign of 1744, 1. 946. Operations 

against the Prince of Conti, 267. Frederic's high opinion of, iL 230. 232. 
TVenek, Baron, recounts the toils endured by Frederic's body-guards, i. 

332. Imprisoned at Magdeburg, 366. Sketch of his history, 366-360. 

Guillotined at Paris. 369. His plot for betrayhig Magdeburg to the 

Austrians ft-nstrated, ii. 183 Fatal consequences of his intimacy 

with the Princess Amelia of Prussia, 217. 

i Francis, cooain of the baron, an Austrian commander, siaia- 
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liMnit rs^wBliRf iiliii' Wuj ^MiMoHM^^ t. 9H< ID 

of hoIdiQC commnnications with him, 307, S08. 
Tntkow^ Bfadnhef,. wi^ of tll« Ckyvernor of NetaM» amwdsHi of, U. lU 
TroppaUf duchy of, onenpied by tike Pi^dJisUUks, ii. VM. 
** jyuthy Friends of," a society formed by Frederic, i. 101 
Tseheamij bay df, Totttsh Am biti^f Ifl, H. 910. 
T^urenrUf remark of FredeMe 6n, il. S83. 
TWAri^, dieelai^ war agaSiMt CMhtorine, li. SMv AeeepI* die h wi BtfaM i 

of Prussia and Ausina, 346. 
TVrfcwA emperor, negotiattoite of frOlHtki Wftft, i£. I87< 
TVrfar, concltide ptince with the Ruissiana, it M. 
T^tfctfny, Gntad-^dtike of (aAerward empMor]^ fMMrir of Frederie on, 

1. 196. 
Tulmtier^ h1« (iohftrenteb ^Hth tWd PrtneMv WlfhtlnMiv t. ISf. 
TVreonnef, Lord, Frencll envoy alt Berlin, \6M liUMltittf IrtngHim, L 379 

tlKRAiNK, Iijid Htwd^ by tfttt Z«p6raTi«nb, % d44. 

inriea, sistor of JYederIc, manied to the Aiture KMg' of 8w«Mi, 1 939. 

Cirenmsttacw attending her marriage, ifr. 
Vngem Stembergf drlTen with the Swedes flpom Fomeranla hf Leh- 

wald. U. 98. 
Uatdortiy Colonel, rajnUitetf tK6 Amcrini; ff. 97VL 



Valdo, General, drtferdd to wiikeb Prince FrMerlc iMrVtt arraet, f. 69 

Van Suneteriy Austrian envoy, negotiates' fbr Frederic With the court 
of Vienna conee/tiingPoland, ii. 999. nepretMitt FMlerle m drop- 
sical to the court of Vienna, 996. 

Varmiaf Bishop of^Frederic's humane declihlrflon tOy f . 817. 

Yeretstt diMnades Tottleben and Lac^ firom bominc Beillli^ ii. }66. 

Vienna, advance of the Bavaro-French amy towarcu^ i. 909. (See A««- 
tria.) 

ViUierSf Mr., sent finom Pragoe to Frederic at Dresden, I. 278. Letter 
to, from Frederic, 979. 

Tirgit, Frederic's remarks on, It. 999. 

Vollen^ appointed to watch Prince Frederic at Custrin, i. 119. 

Voltaire, instance of Frederic'sepistolary adulation to, i. nn Lettsr 
Ibm Frederic on LTthuanla, 107. Theirflrst meeting, 187. PrederhAi 
opinion of him, ib. (note)'. Letter of Frederic to, after tbtf vtetmy of 
MoUwitz, m ino^y. His '*t:piphanie de 1749," 910 (naU), Bb 
tbit to Benin in l74di, 931. Fredericks letter to him, ib. Reason oT 
Ufe J6umev, 939. Accost of the king's way of lift, ib. Leaves 
Beriln, 236. His comparison of Fre<feric with Gbaries XII., 987. 
FMdric's lettei* ofirtvltatfon to, 333, His reception St Potsdam, 339. 
Jealousy of other rtien of letters^ 340. His sarcasms offtnd the king, 
848. Quarrels with Amand, ib. Displeases the Ung by a lawsuit 
with a Jew. 350. The quarrel aggravated, 399. His safire on Biaa- 
fiertuis, 399. Published surrepttttonsly, 396. Anger of Frederic, ib. 
Their last interview, 399. He is arrested at Frankfbrt, 361. Oon- 
Anuee to correspond with Frederic, 363. Rls remark relating to file 
seven years' wsr, 380. Epistle of Frederic to, hi his rer ei se s , 11. 90, 
91. His reflhiark on tbs battle of Rosbacb, 64. Relates an alMrtive 
attempt at nMiAlstlon, 66. Extols the prois«sS of FMsrto in tlie 
sampaiin of 1797, 83. Fr«deric*s letter to^ slier Ms dMbat a» nsdi- 
lii^heBf iind tXa dMtta of his sister, UK His sMomn sT Floderis^ 



WnM<in LtPdfs XV., Mft.' HHi MEom^ oa (he dtiMo^QUon of tba 
jMQits, and on Fradetio's .oodttnbk: tpwants tli0m. 229. Frederitfta 
««}o^ on hte death, 277. . *^ , ;. ' • 

roiM<«rAat««», palac» pi; dew«»Wi0. il^. - 

WAONKRn M Jjos^cttAi^f oQiQtroTeTtB a skatimenf cff WfjbAult I 

,849 (9t0f-f). ■ V. , , . . , . .' 

WaUeiiOkiat overHfe by M;Br»6ldrlt()nianK0W, Ik 84©. 

n^o^w, Aqausfan general, hia attack on Netiatadt, U. siM. ;. ' 

ITar, art of, Fj^eri<^Vpoem OR the, H. m. - 

IToritoMdk, Bftron, fa|8-CFew:tiery to Frederic, ik t^, ' 

Warmia, BiohOjH-io of, obtained by Praaaia, li. 851. 

Wedelt General, succeeds Dohntf in commaiid, 11. 123. Daftatod by Sol 

tftoir at Zullichaa,ift. '^ ' 
Werner^ Paul» Ma adviemurQ leifb .Frederic, 1. M9. 
, General, aurprtue* the Bv^edes at Paaewalfc, «. 158. iRepnlaes 

Totileben ftom Pomerania^ 169. Taken prisoner by tbe' Bossians, 

Weselj occupied by tbe Rpencb, 11. 59. 

Weatnwuter, treaty of, concluded between George IL and Frederic. L 

217. 
mtArfmww Prederiea Sophia, i. 19, 37. (See Sitreitht Margravine of.) 
Wiffiam Auffustugy hereditary Prince 4>f Prussia, his misfortunes, IL 

52. Harshness of his brother, T>. Hastipns his jdeath,.45. 
Willums, Sir C. H., his opinion Of Count Bruhl, i. 211 (note). 
Winckler^ acquaintance^Of Frederic with, at Lwpslc, ii. 228. 
Wintafeld, Colonel, defbi^ts Nadastt, the Hungarian ffeneral, I. 298 

^lled at Gorlitz, li. 60. o . o » , 

! , Baron, his mlssldn ftwn BerlHi taRussia, i. 196. 

WbbersnovDj General, takes Princ« SullKoWski prisoner, ii. 120. EillM 

^t Zulllchao, 124. . , 
WoJf. Christian, his philosophy r^ugnant to Frederic William, i. 161 

Frederic corresponds with' q^, 162. 
I^orww, treaty of; i. 238^, 
Wrteh^ Barons, thdr castle of Tamsel often visited by Fiederie dnrinf 

his detention at Onstrin, i. 117. His want of gratitude to them, ib. 
W6ns<ih, General, mantbes into Saxony, ii. 129. Obliged to abandon 

Frankfort, ib. Unable to saye Dresden, 130. Recovers Leipaic, 181. 

Gantonahis troops in the county of Glatz, S79. 
Wicnntfr, General, repulsed by the Prussians, U. 272. His Incnrsloa 

into the county of Glatz, SS^. 
Wur<«Rfr«r^, Dukebf, coroperates against Frederic in 1760, ii. 144. Joins 

the Prince 6( D«ux- Fonts in itexony, 197. 
*— ^, Prince of, comiQiuids the Pmssian cavalry at Kuners- 

dorf, U. 125. Wounded, 126. 

-, Prince Eugene of, taken prisoner by Tottleben, 11. 145 



Baffie9 the Russians at Coiberg, 181. Retires to Stargard, 182. 
, a Princess of, married to the Grand-duke Paul, ii. 257. 



ToRK, Dnke of, his visit to Frederic, U. 813 (note). Frederic's measage 

to, by Dr. Zimmermann, 319. 
— — , Duchess of, grandniece to Frederic, ii. 211. 

Vol. II.— H h 



862 INDEX. 

ZAF011AT1A.MI, sent by CathertiM H. to nuianere tli« Poles tn lb« 
Ukraine, ii. 944. 

^astrow, General, obliged (o'svcreoder Bcbweidnitz to Laudon, Ii. 179. 

tellf plundered b^ Ibe Frenc^ ii. 72. ; ■ ' 

tiegenfutt/n^ besieged by Prince Fentiiiandi, il. 174. 

Zietk^n, General, attaeks tfae^ Rayons at HefinersdorT, i. S7S. Com- 
mands tbe left wiqg of tbe '^Prnasiaif^ at Breslau, ii. 75. Joins the 
king atGlQgan,i6/ Shares In the victory at Lissa, 78. Chases tbs 
fbgitivos to Sara, 83. .Commands tbe right win^ of the Prussians at 
Torgau, 164. Assists 'materially in gaifiog tbe battle, 165. Mucb 
esteemed by Frederie, ^. 

Zimmermann, t>r., mentions the nnmerons suicides among the Prns- 
slap body-guards, i. 321. Frederic's letter to« ti. 311. Visits hinv 
311-318. Takes bis leave, 318. 

Zinxendor/t M. de, negotiates for Saxony at Tescben, Ii. S89. 

Zipst in Poland, the troops of the empress-queen talM possessioa o^ ii 
251. 

ZUtauy Prince William's oommaoieation witb» cut off, tL 9Sk 

Zorndmft battle of, ii. 68-101. 

iriiZUcAott, battle of, iL 12S. 
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